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EDITOR’S NOTE
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Not many analysts are willing to stick their
necks out and wager that peace is around
the corner. But looking at recent develop-
ments on the security front, as well as at the
multiple initiatives taken by the Centre, it
seems more than likely that peace will final-
ly descend on the state, troubled by three
decades of Pakistan sponsored terrorism.

As we go to print, the troubling news
comes in of four brave hearts, including
one officer, Killed in Action (KIA), near the
Line of Control in the Rajouri Sector on 23
December. Such aberrations unfortunately
will continue to occur as they indicate an
act of desperation by the Pakistan military,
which is losing its ploy of defeating India
through its infamous policy of ‘death by a
thousand cuts’. My reasons for optimism
are as under:

First, the murder, rape and mayhem
indulged in by the terrorists, has alienated
them from most of the local population. A
similar trend was noticed in Punjab, when
the public, fed up with the depredations of
those who claimed to be fighting for a
cause, chose to sideline them. In J&K, it is
the common people now, who are provid-
ing information to the Army and to the
police forces, of the location of the terror-
ists which indicates diminishing local 
support.

The second reason for optimism is the
continuous elimination of terrorists in the
state through focussed application of force
by the Indian Army. More than two hun-
dred terrorists have bitten the dust, a num-
ber significantly higher than Pakistan’s abil-
ity to infiltrate replacements into India, to
make up the loss. The dwindling numbers
of terrorists in the state suggests that the
critical mass required to sustain an insur-
gency is reducing, which has enabled the
public to raise their voice against the 
terrorists. 

Thirdly, action taken by the Centre to hit
out at terrorist sources of funding and in

taking legal action against members of the
Hurriyat Conference, whose members have
amassed unbelievable wealth in the last
few decades, is having a salutary effect. The
incidences of stone pelting are down and
the public, fed up of violence, is appealing
to their children to give up the gun, surren-
der to the forces, and come back home. In
their view, it is better to see their sons in jail
for a few months, rather than being
brought home in a coffin.

Fourthly, the international pressure
brought on Pakistan, through deft political
and diplomatic handling of the situation,
has reduced Pakistan to the status of a pari-
ah state. With international opinion, includ-
ing from the Arab world increasingly going
against Pakistan, its room for manoeuvre is
rapidly being reduced. This, allied with the
Indian Army effectively sealing the border
and making it a nightmare for the terrorists
to infiltrate, is leading to an upsurge of con-
fidence in the people, that the Indian State
will not let them down.

But a few pitfalls remain. The first of
these is the oft seen change in policy, as and
when the terrorists are losing the war. The
peaceniks then shout for peace, and if the
Centre acquiesces to such demands, the
terrorists are provided a breathing space to
recover. There must hence be no compro-
mise or let up in the war against terror. The
will to win and to finish the proxy war, once
and for all must never flag. Victory is
around the corner. It must be seized.
Secondly, action needs to be taken against a
corrupt bureaucracy, both at the Centre
and the State, which sees a fortune to be
made in these troubled times. Thirdly, the
radicalisation of youth through Madrassas
and schools needs to be checked. Lastly, we
need political will to finally amalgamate
this section of our society with the rest of
the country. It is time that Article 370 is
abrogated, to bring peace and stability back
to the State.
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Dear Sir,

This has reference to the latest ECHS
instructions on the new ECHS card,
which are both confusing and
labouring. This shows great apathy
towards the community the ECHS is
chartered to 'look after'. It is quite
apparent that those running the ECHS
and those manning it, (including MoD,
AGs Branch and ECHS hierarchy),
unfortunately don't have experience of
the aspirations and the limitations —
both physical and mental — of those
benefiting from the scheme. For one,
the orderly, precise conduct of service
life is absent by the time one is 60, if not
earlier. Those in seventies and beyond,
are far slower, less net savvy, easily
bugged over issues that look orderly
while in service, particularly in NCR.
The limitations multiply in the
backwaters of rural India, for everyone;
Officers, JCOs and OR. Locomotion
lags. Even the act of getting a photostat
copy is time consuming. Not everyone
has a printer.
The ambitious 'jetting into' the cyber

world of the veteran community,
contemplated in these instructions,
monstrous as they are, remind one of
the scenario envisaged in Alvin Toffler's
epic "Future Shock”. What the veterans
would like to know is the following:

• Why is a veteran required to run
around, spend money, get extensive
paper work done every 5 years or so to
'get a new card'? Why are we
scapegoated for ECHS and CSD cards?
• Why is an ECHS card required at all?
Forget more and more data going onto
it, let us be content with just one, to
identify us, and avail services.
• If it’s an upgrade, why is it not
automatic?

The ECHS has two major functional
concerns. One, to ensure there is no
misuse of its facilities (I am placing it as

One, because unfortunately this, and
not the next, is treated as the most
important, even at the expense of the
beneficiaries). Two, to provide the
veterans with efficient, timely and care
free medical attention. In our
endeavour to weed out the small
minority of people who take the system
for a ride, let us not inconvenience the
larger veteran community.

A Veteran.

Dear Sir,

Group Captain TP Srivastava has
provided very valuable statistics in
support of his analysis. However, the
way we had landed IPKF in mid-1980s,
without applying any meaningful
strategy, should never be repeated. We
should learn from our political
blunders of 1962, if we wish to win the
future wars against our adversaries.
Matured political decisions prove to be
the greatest aid to our war machine.
Superior diplomacy of Winston
Churchill had turned the tables against
Axis forces during WW II. Who is the
Chief Executive during hostilities,
matters a lot. We had a free hand to
execute combat operations without any
political interference in September
1965, resulting in heavy losses of Star
fighters, Sabre Jets and Patton tanks,
which were being boasted by Pakistan
for many years prior to the war

—Hardip Singh

Dear Sir,

This has reference to the Editorial on
pollution levels in Delhi and elsewhere.
We know the problem but the
permanent solution is a far cry. We have
to find one. Population can’t be reduced
but can be controlled, factories and
vehicles emitting smoke can be
controlled but can’t be eliminated. For
e.g. Lucknow hardly has any factories or
industry and not as many vehicles as

compared to Delhi, but still pollution is
one of the highest. I feel, apart from
these measures, one of the greatest
measures our country should take is
grow grass every where to reduce dust.
This will keep the environment clean.
During my visit to the US and other
countries, I observed that most barren
land had a grassy top. Even the cities as
also the sides of highways and
expressways were covered by grass. This
is not very difficult to do and if they
could do it in the US, then we can do it
here too as part of Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan.

—Col Pradeep Tewari

Dear Sir,

When I come to Delhi in any month
(haven't visited Delhi during Diwali
months), one smells and sees the
pollution in Delhi all the time and never
sees a blue sky. If environment is the
issue, along with crackers some other
things needs to banned, such as
slaughter of animals and polluting
vehicles. The civic sense of most Delhi
residents also leaves much to be
desired. A possible solution could also
be to move out some of the larger
offices out of Delhi, such as most of the
government offices like aviation,
agricultural ministry and the like as also
the HQ of the BSF and CRPF. A new
satellite township will ease the
population pressure on Delhi. 
Delhi also needs better public transport
facilities to reduce usage of private 
cars. 

— Capt Ajay Sharma, Canada

Dear Sir,
People need to love and care for their
children and grandchildren by deeds
not just molly coddling them. The
greatest gift one can give them is a clean
and healthy environment.

— Brig Vinayak Ramnarayan

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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YOUR VOICE

Dear Sir,

In his article, Geo-Politics of India, General Sharma has raised
some very valid points. My take on two points raised by him
are as follows. First, Gen. Sharma brought out the internal
security and external security in our context is intertwined.
Border guarding in our case, just like our neighbours, needs to
be integrated with border defence/ defence against external
threat, and should be under MoD. Internal security Division
of MHA must work closely with the MoD and Cabinet
Secretariat. As regards, CDS, I differ with the writer. Integrated
use of combat power in all domains is an imperative for
success in war. And that requires a mechanism with requisite
organisation and authority. You may call it what you like

—Maj Gen PK Siwach

Dear Sir,

l totally agree with the views of Gen. Sudhir Sharma in his
article. Our leaders right from the time of Independence
didn't pursue policies which were absolutely necessary for
India as they were totally influenced by the West. It may take
some more time for the present leadership to consolidate and
act with so many divisive forces inside.

—H.S. Saraswati

Dear Sir,

I will recommend that when we deal with geopolitics in our
context of national security we also need to factor in non
traditional threats, which may include; natural resources
which we share with our neighbours; material issue both in
terms of its denial if we don't have that and if we have that
resource but we don't have technology to exploit it and in
both cases we are vulnerable to international pulls and
pressures; economic; demographic and sectarian issues,
many of which are triggered by international forces which are
inimical to our growth into a powerful nation. CDS is
definitely a need of the hour for a couple of reasons. Firstly;
future battle fields are going to be multi dimensional and if a
single point advisor is needed for RM and the CCS, it can only
be done by someone who understands the inter-se play of
various force multipliers. Secondly, since he would be the first
among equals, he will have the stature to hold his own against
various forces which, though lacking due understanding of
military issues, but due to their positional power are
authorised to take decisions which may not be in the best
interests of operational effectiveness. But to my
understanding, consensus is lacking among the services on
the issue.

—Maj Gen Ajay Kumar Chaturvedi

Dear Sir,

This refers to the October-November issue of SALUTE. When
we say winning a war, Indian military is not structured even to
win a single front war—forget about two fronts. Structure of
Indian military is totally defensive in nature to maintain
parity with some superiority in a short war. It works on the
political calculation that wars will be short due to global
political interference. So India merely needs a favourable end
state so that some advantage is retained in the talks that will
follow.

—Col Ashok Singh

Dear Sir,

PLARF has not been realistically taken into account by Gp
Capt Srivastava in his article on ‘Two Front War’. Also, China’s
military modernisation, its military R&D, its space warfare
capability, cyber warfare capability have also not been taken
into account. Perhaps this was because the article had a
limited focus on air warfare aspects only. But some good
conclusions have been drawn and myths demystified with
respect to China's air capability and effectiveness. However,
taking on China is much more than this, whether in one front
or two front war. Scenario of Pakistan jumping in, in a war
with China has not been discussed. The Chinese threat has
been discussed in isolation despite a two front perspective. If
the article was just about dispelling two front scenario, it ends
at Para 2. The southern threat and surrounding failed states
theory has been introduced but not explained. And lastly,
while throw away capability has increased 400% due to SU-
30s, the drastic reduction in this capability with loss of each of
these aircrafts needs consideration as well (Pakistani
expertise in air to air combat is well known). And hence the
need for a realistic evaluation of number of squadrons and
type of platforms we need to maintain.

—Tony Chauhan

Dear Sir,

Gp Capt Srivastava’s article is a cold touch of reality in
assessing a scenario heated with alarmist “worst case”
projections. Calls for wargaming at the highest level

—Ranjeet Singh Chordia

Dear Sir
Defence preparedness needs definite focus. Forget about
winning a two front war, we lack the capability to defend
ourselves. We are vulnerable from all directions and also face
internal chances of sabotage at the time of conflict. Armed
Forces are neglected and defence of India is weakened in last
three decades except some missile programs and naval ships.

—Mahander Singh
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OUT OF THE BLUE

Sometimes one wonders how ‘distant’ or
‘far removed’ the two words ‘Jointness’
and ‘Integrated’ can be. It is literally a
case of ‘so near, yet so far’; the famous
leaf fluttering between the lips in a
Bollywood kiss. The great bonhomie and
camaraderie of tri-service training
institutions and training courses, which
have a sustained credibility, not only
amongst the Indian armed forces but
with foreign militaries too, seem to
wither away in a particular arena called
Integration. Perhaps the strongest word
in the lexicon of this arena is ‘Turf’. It is
literally, as the Army puts it, the GTI
(Ground of Tactical Importance).
Overcoming/ surmounting this all
important GTI is virtually an assurance of
victory.

Warfare is as old as mankind and one
wonders where this ‘turf’ really
developed? Does it exist (in present
times) between the ‘arms’ and ‘services’
of each of the three branches of the
military? If so, its origins must be quite
dated as the armies developed from the
foot soldier through the cavalry, the
catapult (artillery), the Trojan Horse
(engineers?), the armoured vehicles,

surface vessels to sub-surface and finally
the third dimension, the air and its
associated support systems. If one is to
understand and expect a certain
continuity in human psyche, then ‘turf’
existed within the service as much as it
exists between the services now. But the
Army, Navy and Air Force each fight as a
composite whole. So what keeps the
various branches / components / arms &
services, integrated? Is it the colour of the
uniform? It is certainly food for thought
(Some militaries have adopted a
common uniform and rank structure –
other than Naval ranks – they are
special).

The three services are mandated to
protect the nation. And they have done
so successfully ever since independence.
But in more cases than not, it was no one
service that achieved the victory.
Knowing that we need each other, we
make joint plans and work at it. But as a
composite whole under a unified
command? No, the expected wall is
raised. The need for each other is
unquestioned and not debatable in the
present era or, for that matter, in the
foreseeable future. But the
metamorphosis into that final stage of
homogeneity somehow is too difficult a
hurdle. The sheer nature or strength of
this hurdle (or turf) necessitated that
Integration (marked by unified control)
had to be thrust down on the armed
forces of other countries. The definition
of Integration aptly amplifies, “To end the
segregation of and bring into equal
membership in an organisation”. Has the
time come for the armed forces in India ?

The Kargil Committee report and
recommendations supposedly set the
ball rolling for the creation of a desired
integrated structure. But, hello! The
biggest protectors of their venerated turf
were those not in uniform! In the sixteen
years since the report, the bureaucrats of
the Ministry of Defence have resisted

every effort to integrate with the
uniformed personnel. Is it a lack of
orientation, under-confidence or just
plain apathy which has made successive
governments keep the horse-blinds on
and allow the status quo to continue? In
fact, both the politicians and bureaucrats
view with glee the turf battles within the
armed forces in the pursuance of
Integration.

Introspection will reveal that we in
uniform are equally to blame for the
unsuccessful fructification of a much
needed effective war-fighting
mechanism. Discussions on various
western models or those of the Japanese
will not (and have not) yield(ed)
solutions. By design of geography and
the protagonists in consideration, the
Indian armed forces are Army heavy. The
Navy, because of the specific domain,
remain isolated in their operations but
for the maritime strike element provided
by the IAF. The acquisition of Force
Multipliers by the IAF and its modern
fighter aircraft capability has upgraded
the IAF to a strategic force from a tactical
one, straddling both the other services in
India’s area of interest and sustained
operational capability.

The Indian armed forces need to not
only understand the ‘turf’ that exists but
cross-pollinate to achieve viable
solutions to integration. Thus, there is a
necessity to accept Integration, boots on
the ground, flexibility and reach of air
power, vulnerability of a Carrier Battle
Group, all under the composite umbrella
of integrated and channelised
intelligence and cyber inputs, if we are to
reach our goals. And the bureaucratic
Babus? Aaaah !…

An alumnus of NDA and DSSC, Air
Mshl Sumit Mukerji has served the IAF as

a fighter pilot with distinction He has
commanded three units, a MiG-29 Sqn, a

MiG-25 SR Sqn and TACDE (considered
the ‘Top Gun’ school of the IAF) and also
served as the Air Attaché in Washington

DC. He retired in 2011 as the AOC-in-C of
Southern Air Command.

INTEGRATION – A ‘FAIT ACCOMPLI’ 
Air Mshl Sumit Mukerji, PVSM, SC, VSM
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Initiation of the first official level talk for
the formation of Quad was concluded
on November 12, 2017, prior to ASEAN
summit in Manila. The outcome was
near predictable. It was 10 years since
quad was first talked about but Australia
was not too inclined. Last year the
Pacific Commander-in-Chief, Admiral
Harry Harris suggested that time was
ripe to get Australia onboard and make
the existing triangle of India, Japan and
the US a diamond or quad. It may be
recalled that Australia was hesitant and
so was India to include Australia in the
MALABAR series of Naval exercise till
recently. What outcomes can we expect
from the Quad?
US elections in 2016 has thrown up

many imponderables. President Trump
is more inclined to make America
inward looking by gradually descaling
US presence from the world stage.
China has utilised the opportunities
created by the US in the past and
become the world’s second largest
economy behind the US. It has also
strengthened the military and is
challenging the unipolarity of the US.
During its ascend, China also became
assertive in the South China Sea making

all its smaller neighbours nervous. It has
challenged the very rule based world
order and threw to the winds, the
judgement of Permanent Court of
Arbitration of the ICJ by violating
UNCLOS. China has made a case for G2
world order challenging the sole
superpower status of the US. There is
uncertainty about the Trump
administration’s future course of action
in the Indo-Pacific. The increased
cooperation between Japan and India is
understandable given the proximity of
China and its assertive behaviour. The
cooperation between the two countries
spans across investments in
infrastructure, cooperation in Bay of
Bengal initiative, Asia Africa highway
project and increased maritime security
cooperation. Japan’s entry into
MALABAR naval exercises made the
bilateral arrangementa triangle.
Overall, with China on one hand and

Japan-India on the other, 21st century
seems to be turning truly into an Asian
century. Compulsion of the US to push
for Australia’s inclusion in Quad needs
to be seen in this background. Is the US
alarmed by the thought of Asian rise in
this century when it scales down its own
presence in the Indo Pacific? What
makes Australia a reluctant partner?
Ever since Quad meeting took place

in Manila, discussions in Delhi have
centred around two expected outcomes.
First, would the combined Naval
combat power of four nations, ie, US ,
Japan, India and Australia contain the
Chinese in the Indo-Pacific? There are
arguments for and against this
proposition, given the uncertain
durability of US pivot to the region and
the issue of interoperability of the
combat platforms amongst the Quad
navies. Of the Quad, only India has
unresolved land borders with China
whereas both Japan and India have vast

maritime economic interests in the
region and therefore likelihood of
contestation with China. US has
strongest military presence in the region
and can restrict Chinese aggressive
ascent. Australia is not even remotely
affected nor does it posses strong naval
combat power. Restricting assertive
Chinese rise in the Indo-Pacific
therefore will possibly be by Japan and
India. The combat power of India is on
an upward trajectory while PM Abe has
received required majority in the Diet to
make amends to Japan’s pacifist
constitution.
Second, will the Quad provide an

alternative to Chinese economic Belt
Road Initiative? China is the largest
trading partner to over 100 countries in
the world but also has very significant
economic relations with Australia.
China laps up 27.5 percent of all of
Australia’s export worth AUD 85.9 billion
and hands out to Australia AUD 21.2
billion surplus trade. On the other hand,
US gives Australia AUD 25.4 billion
deficit trade. Chinese tourists have
spent over USD 31.8 million in 2016.
China is also a very important export
destination of Japan and India. Some
commentators like Jeff Schubert, of the
higher school of Economics in Moscow
have written in the South China Sea Post
on 18 Nov 17 that “Participation in the
Quad would mean that India is
spreading itself too thin and needlessly
provoking China by impinging on its
vital maritime security interstates in a
similar way as it is attempting to do in
Central Asia. It is harmful to both India
and Australia.” We may have
disagreements.
While Australia’s intertwined

economic relationship with China will
be addressed in the following
paragraphs, as far as Indian trade with
China are concerned there are some

RELUCTANT AUSTRALIA IN QUAD
Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, PVSM, AVSM, NM
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relevant issues. China has a surplus
trade of nearly USD 60 billion with
India; therefore, if Chinese actions pose
security concerns for India and the
volume of trade declines, the larger
economic losses will be that of China.
Additionally, China is aware of its own
vulnerabilities in the Indian Ocean, and
the more it increases its presence, the
more will it expand its vulnerabilities.
Beijing has calculated this risk rightly,
which could perhaps be one of many
reasons for its backdown in Doklam. In
fact, China’s energy security is heavily
linked to peace and stability in the
Indian Ocean and will continue to be so
for a few decades. Contrarily, Indian PM
Modi’s aggressive initiatives of ActEast
and SAGAR have the potential of scaling
up prosperity and security of the entire
SE Asian region and IOR littorals. The
Act East process is linked to India’s own
development of its North Eastern States.
Therefore, the neighbouring countries
find India firmly committed, whereas
BRI and MSR do not give similar levels
of comfort.
Australia has tightrope to walk

between Chinese economic penetration
and its alliance with the US for security.
Chinese influence is very visible in the
daily lives of Australia’s population.
Mandarin is now the second most
spoken language in Australia. There are
59 Chinese language newspapers which
are all pro Beijing. Australia is also top
Chinese student market. Series of
incidents of Chinese students versus
Australian University professors on
touchy subject of territorial disputes in
South China Sea led to Foreign Minister
Julie Bishop’s warning to the Chinese
students to respect freedom of speech.
The commentary in various forums in
Australia recommends that
Government must not upset China
because people have a level of comfort
with China’s contribution to the
economy. It is unlikely that any
government will upset its vote bank.
Reports earlier this year revealed

that two Chinese billionaires, suspected
to be Chinese agents, donated millions
of dollars across political spectrum in

recent years. In Australia, Chinese
power is exercised through a 
complex mix of influence peddling,
political donations, infrastructure
developments, agricultural purchases,
media influence, oversight of Chinese
students and plain espionage, reports
Southeast Asia website’s Daily Brief (19
Oct 2017). Recently however, the
government has banned foreign
funding to political parties in Australia.
Professors Mark Benson and Jeffry

Wilson have written that the “Australian
economy is now structurally dependent
on narrow economic ties with China
that are extremely vulnerable to
exogenous shocks.” China has history of
curbing trade when its neighbours
anger it. Professor Hug White of ANU
has written that Australia should make a
China choice and seek to resolve this
divide once for all. Yet there appears to
be little appetite among Australian
population for such decision shift in
foreign policy realm. A continuation of
business as usual could be the order of
the day.
Worldwide, security cooperation

amongst nations are reflective of closer
economic ties. With President Trump
having walked out of TPP, China is likely
to fill in the space. Indo-Pacific
countries, particularly Japan and
Australia, will find it difficult to restrict
Chinese assertiveness, particularly in
the South China Sea and the Pacific,
given their economic dependence and
uncertainty about US commitment.
Reluctance of Australia to join Quad in
the last decade and little effort to
diversify its trade could restrict her
ability to take tough calls against China.
It is for no other reason that Australia,
despite being a close ally of the US, has
declined to join FONOPS in South China
Sea. In the recently published Foreign
Policy White Paper, Australia has
annunciated “to support a balance in
the Indo-Pacific favourable to our
interests and promote an open,
inclusive and rule based region,
Australia will also work more closely
with region’s major democracies,
bilaterally and in small groupings. In

addition to the United States, our
relations with Japan, Indonesia, India
and Republic of Korea are central to this
agenda.”
The paper identifies the quickly

shifting power equation in the region
and Australia finding it difficult to
achieve desired levels of security and
stability for its own economic growth.
Australia also ponders over its dilemma
to find a balance between her economic
compulsions with China and
unacceptable assertiveness of China
which is flouting the established rule
based world order. It goes on to say “the
government is committed to strong and
constructive ties with China. We
welcome China’s greater capacity to
share responsibility for supporting
regional and global security. We seek to
strengthen our Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership for the benefit of
both nations”.
“Quad has filled the winds in India’s

sails” as Admiral Arun Prakash has
written and rightly suggests India must
stay with the Quad for economic
consolidation and strategic autonomy.
He has also pointed at the possibility of
Quad becoming pentagonal or
hexagonal partnership in future but
“there is no reason for China to suspect
containment or ganging up.” This
possibly points at a cooperative
framework which will fulfil peacetime
maritime responsibilities in the region
rather than a naval combat mechanism
which will militarily prevent China from
committing unlawful activities. It is
expected that with the new power
equations, there would be much space
for diplomacy to negotiate future
adherence to rule of the law in the Indo
Pacific region and maintain stability for
economic growth of all.

Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, PVSM,
AVSM, NM and Bar is the former

Commander in Chief Western Naval
Command & former Chief of Integrated

Defence Staff. He is Member,
Governing Council, Centre for Security

Studies, India Foundation.
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When a lamp is about to extinguish, it
begins to flicker. Similarly, terrorism in
Kashmir is flickering. The gun has
yielded space to stones. The militancy is
on decline. Hurriyat leadership has
been badly exposed. The traditional
Kashmiri power brokers are frustrated
and dejected. Terror funding has been
squeezed. The terrorists are on the run
with the top leadership of most of the
‘tanzeems' killed. The local youth that
had been misled and baptised into
terrorism are returning home and an
ever increasing number of parents are
also appealing to their sons to return. It
appears that the youth have broken the
shackles and are now willing to jump
into the national mainstream. The fact
is that youth today is shunning violence
and conflict with a view to look for a
peaceful and brighter future and rub
shoulders with their contemporaries
across the Ravi. The narrative in
Kashmir is fast changing from that of
conflict to peace. Pakistan’s desperate
effort to keep the pot boiling is meeting
with stiff resistance from the local
Kashmiris and the valiant security
forces of our nation. All these are
indicators of brighter days ahead and

emergence of light at the end of the
tunnel. 
The optimism is not out of place. The

relentless pressure put on the terrorists
by the Indian Army and other security
forces including Jammu & Kashmir
Police (JKP) has resulted in killing of
more than 200 terrorists so far this year,
of which about 60 percent were foreign
terrorists. Also, amongst those killed,
almost 90 percent were self-styled
commanders. This is the highest
number eliminated in a year, since the
last seven years. Though there has been
an upward trend in the number of
incidents of terrorist violence, it can be
attributed to frustration among the
terrorists due to the pressure exerted by
the security forces.
Propaganda machinery operating in

Kashmir portrays India as the ‘devil,’
thus providing religious sanctity to
stone-pelting, attracting the faithful in
large numbers. However, even the
stone-pelting incidents have come
down by over 60 percent this year, a
change that the Director General of
Jammu and Kashmir Police, Shri SP Vaid
attributes to a range of factors, from a
decrease in militancy to counselling
and awareness programmes for the
Valley youth. Unlike last year, incidents
of stone-pelting in 2017 have been
largely restricted to the encounters
between the forces and the militants, as
local youth tried to rescue militants
from security cordons. Apart from the
preventive and legal actions taken by
the police, demonetisation led to
sudden lack of cash flow in the Valley
has also contributed immensely
towards the reduction in stone-pelting.
Following the dictum ‘diamond cuts

diamond,’ the JKP made effective use of
social media to counsel the youth, thus
successfully changing the discourse on
social media and curbing jihadi and

Pakistani propaganda to incite the
youth.The majority youth has changed
the narrative in Kashmir. They too want
'azadi' but not from India. They want
azadi from the politics of deceit
practised by the power broker
politicians, azadi from those leaders
whose loyalty to the people and the
nation depends on whether they are in
power or out of it.  They also seek azadi
from media that specialises in negative
reporting as also from corruption,
poverty, lack of governance and from
having to prove their patriotism each
day. Their aspirations are similar to the
youth of any other state in India.
Despite being children of the conflict

era, they are convinced of the dividend
peace can deliver and are unwilling to
be misused and misled by the self-
centric Hurriyat leadership. The Army's
‘Kashmir Super 40’ initiative for
coaching the Jammu and Kashmir
youth for Engineering Entrance Exam
(IIT-JEE) broke all previous records
when nine students of its 2016-17 batch
cracked the highly competitive and
prestigious IIT-JEE advance. The
success achieved this year was
overwhelming at a rate of 40 percent
when nine out of batch of 36 (31 boys
and 5 girls) qualified, surpassing the
best of the IIT coaching centres in the
country. 28 students, including two
girls, had previously qualified in IIT-JEE
Mains, the first step of selection
process, in April 2017.
In 2016, 6,500 Kashmiri students

appeared in UPSC prelims and there is a
rising trend in the number of youth
applying for the Kashmir
Administrative Service (KAS). Nineteen
individuals from J&K made it to the
merit list of Civil Services. In 2017, 14
qualified from J&K with seven from
Kashmir. Around 118,000 candidates
applied for the posts of 5,362 constables

KASHMIR: ARE “ACHHE DIN” IN SIGHT?
Brig Anil Gupta
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and some 70,000 applied for the posts
of 680 sub-inspectors. Large numbers
queue up for joining the Indian Army
despite killing of a few  army personnel
on leave.
More than 1,500 Kashmiri boys and

girls benefit from the Prime Minister’s
Special Scholarship Scheme for J&K,
enjoying fully subsidised graduation
courses in general and professional
streams in the prestigious institutions
across the country. The Government
has launched innovative schemes like
'Khelo India' & 'Sports for All' to
streamline youth energy in the right
direction. It is also planning to start a
Football academy in Srinagar. Revival of
Sufi music, holding of music festivals,
promotion of local culture and folk art
are the other initiatives launched for

positive engagement of the youth.
Government on its part is trying its best
to tell a different story of J&K but the
vision of a section of local media is
jaundiced and they cannot see beyond
conflict.
The number of remaining terrorists

in Valley is approximately 200 out of
which more than 50 percent are local
youth, mainly without weapons,
ammunition and cash. Attempts at
weapon snatching, ATM thefts and
bank robbery are all clear cut indicators
of decline in militancy. Provocations
from the mosques still continues, but
this is on a decline, with police
tightening the screws. A dedicated
effort to de-radicalise the youth is
needed, though a beginning has been
made in this direction by creating a

separate department under the
Ministry of Home Affairs. The state
government needs to multiply its focus
and effort on this vital aspect.
There has been an increase in

civilian killings in militancy-related
violence with 54 civilians getting killed
this year compared to four last year.
These included high profile killings of
Lt Umar Fayaz, Dy SP Ayub Pandith,
Inspector Dar, political leaders and
Amar Nath devotees. But to my mind,
this is the biggest strategic mistake
made by the terrorist leadership. A
parallel can be drawn to Punjab
militancy where similar violence
against the local policemen and their
families turned the tide and militancy
was crushed in Punjab. Similarly, “there
is fight of survival between local police
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and local people on the one hand and
the terrorists on the other in Kashmir
Valley,” according to Col Vivek Chadha,
a prolific military writer. The fact that
intelligence is flowing fast and
frequently bears testimony to the fact.
Human intelligence, which was the
major handicap facing the security
forces in Kashmir is now available in
plenty, particularly from the women
folk which had been the victim of the
lust of the terrorists.
An ominous sign which is emerging is

that the remnant disillusioned and
misguided youth has taken to social
media in a big way and are opening
channels to express their feelings of
anger and disenchantment. They want to
fight its war through social media instead
of insurgency and guerrilla warfare. The
declining militancy is thus likely to
transform into a social media warfare.
The sterling effort of National

Investigation Agency (NIA) in exposing
the terror funding network and
involvement of the Hurriyat leaders
therein has also contributed immensely
towards declining militancy. The
Hurriyat has been exposed so badly that
its leadership has lost credibility and
hold over the youth. Decline in
militancy, however, does not
necessarily mean decline in Pakistan’s
efforts at keeping the pot boiling.

Pakistan will continue to push terrorists
across the Line of Control. The majority
Kashmiris have understood Pakistan’s
intent and design. The PM of Pakistan
has denounced the ‘azadi narrative’.
Pakistan has no sympathy for the
Kashmiris but is interested only in
Kashmir having lost the strategic depth
it claimed in Afghanistan.
Pakistan’s involvement in Kashmir in

fact has done more harm than good to
the Kashmiris. The world no more sees
Kashmir as a domestic struggle or an
internal conflict but a border dispute
between India and Pakistan. The
international sympathy for the
Kashmiris is on the wane and Kashmir
is no longer viewed as a flashpoint. The
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) is split and

fading. The majority of the youth is
joining it to acquire a “Robin Hood”
image. The leadership of Lashkar and
Jaish has been wiped out. The
remaining terrorists are untrained and
demotivated as well as rudderless. The
local support is also waning. A terrorist
without local support is like a fish out of
water.
The solid foundation laid by the

security forces and emerging ray of hope
has led the central government to
initiate the process of sustained dialogue
with a view to find a long lasting solution
to the existing imbroglio. For this to
succeed, the existing monolith canvas of
Valley will have to be restored to its
pristine glory of a multi-faith, multi-
ethnic and multi-linguistic society. It is
unachievable without the return of
Kashmiri Hindus and other minorities.
The time is running out. If the present
generation does not return and settle in
Valley, future generations will have no
interest at all.
The anger aroused among the

Kashmiris due to senseless killings of
locals has kindled the hope of
normalcy. If New Delhi fails to seize 
the opportunity provided by
disenchantment of local population
towards violence and succumbs to the
pressure of releasing political prisoners
as a confidence building measure, it
would be committing hara-kiri. The
golden opportunity would be lost and a
new kind of violence, more deadly and
foreign cannot be ruled out.
If winter comes, can spring be far

behind? Let the winter of 2017 be the
last dark winter and a watershed in the
history of Jammu & Kashmir. It should
usher in a new spring, heralding peace
and announce the arrival of “Achhe
Din” for which a common Kashmiri has
been yearning since long. For the
pessimists it would be suffice to note
that this is not fiction but an emerging
reality.

(The author is a Jammu based
political commentator, columnist,

security and strategic analyst. He can
be contacted at anil5457@gmail.com.)
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The conflict within a state is not
primarily due to physical violence but
due to inability of the state to take
advantage of their huge potential for
growth, neglect of aspirations of the
citizens and economic inequality.
Jammu and Kashmir has seen the slow,
grinding failure by the political
leadership and insensitiveness of the
administration towards the Awam of
the state. It is tragic that the failure of
the state to integrate with the main
stream is by political design that
government of India allowed it to
happen since 1947 under their nose.
From time to time, political leadership
has created roadblocks in development,
integration with the idea of India,
destroyed incentives, created tilted
opportunities for the self-serving
political leaders and played into the
hands of inimical forces. Under such a
toxic political environment people are
bound to revolt and hold on to a straw
offered by perceived well-wisher. In the
instant case, Pakistan acted as a well-

wisher of the disgruntled and discarded
political failures to drum up instability.
J&K is a classic case where political
exploitation has finally failed the state
and has taken entire corrupt system
down with them as a result a
government that is seen anti people has
caused disaffection among the youth. 
Instability doesn’t come overnight,

the seeds of the discontentment are
sown deep within the political
institutions and has been exploited by
the two political parties of the state by
sometime tilting towards the separatists
and Pakistan proxies and when in
government tilting towards Delhi. But
these political establishments rarely
tilted towards the people of Kashmir
and that has been one the biggest
reasons of 30 years long conflict in
Jammu and Kashmir. Unfortunately
political vandalism that started as an
anti-India campaign in J&K created
stateless societies where rule of law is
conspicuous by its absence and
radicalised youth quickly adopted the
gun culture.
There is a churning going on in

Kashmir. Effective military operations
have literally broken the back of the
terror outfits and the perception among
the terrorists is that if not today, they
will be eliminated tomorrow. But this is
not the first time that military has hit
hard at the terror organisations; such
successes were also achieved by
security forces in 1996, 2006 and even in
2010-12. But this time, the synergised
operations by Army, JKP and CRPF have
created a fear psychosis among the
terror outfits. The greenhorns want to
return back due to fear of elimination
but are being forced to stay back under

coercion by some of the hardcore
Kashmiri and foreign terrorists.
Incidence of stone pelting have come
down and mothers appealing to the
terrorists to return back to home is a
good sign. But these developments
have to be taken to logical conclusion
and concrete steps are required to
rehabilitate and prevent surrendered
terrorists to return back to terrorism.
Government has taken a good step to
give an olive branch to stone pelters
and released them without charges as
one time pardon. But this waiver should
be conditional and if they again resort
to stone pelting the old charges must be
brought back and prosecuted as
habitual offenders. It will have
deterrence and will desist youths from
doing so again.
India needs to take the initiative

before Pakistan and its proxies come
out with another trick to destabilise the
state. Winter months are usually
utilised by separatists and ISI to
strategise, reorganise and consolidate;
thus India has to break the strategy and
remain ahead of what Pakistan and
separatists are planning.The operations
against terrorists must continue
relentlessly. No breather should be
given to the terrorists at this stage when
security forces have already established
dominance physically and
psychologically. Separatists should not
be allowed to congregate and meet and
should be taken under preventive
detention to different locations to
isolate them from the public and over
ground workers.
Let there be no doubt that both the

main stream political parties of Jammu
and Kashmir have lost credibility and

J&K: MOVING INTO 
UNCHARTERED TERRITORY

Brig Narender Kumar
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population have no hope from current
leadership. Kashmiri intellectuals are of
the opinion that unless there is a new
credible political system created in
Kashmir that is outside the two families,
Kashmir conflict is unlikely to get
resolved. Even if there is a requirement
to establish Governors rule in Kashmir
till an alternative and more credible
political system is built, winter is the
time to experiment and impetus can be
given for development process in the
next 6 months.
Decision of the government to start

talking to all the stakeholders through
interlocutor is considered a good
initiative. But the choice of interlocutor
is being seen as another attempt by
Delhi to create division among the
Kashmiri awam. The population at

large want an interlocutor who
becomes their voice rather than the
voice of Delhi in Kashmir. A former
Intelligence Bureau Chief as
interlocutor may have good knowledge
of internal and external linkages among

the politicians and separatists but is not
good enough to establish and win the
trust of the people. Masses and youth
are of the opinion that talking to
political leaders of the three main
stream parties is futile since none of
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them enjoy public trust and support
anymore. The interaction should be
with the people rather than with the
politicians who are responsible for this
mess. Instead of putting trust on one
man it is always better to have a team
that can interact with cross section of
population. Main interlocutor could be
one but should be assisted by a team
that must look into different issues so
that some of the grievances of
governance deficit can be addressed by
the Government of India concurrently.
Another heart burn is that an

interlocutor operating from Delhi is
considered as a man fully under the
thumb of the MHA/PMO and unless the
chairman and members continuously
stay in Kashmir, the efforts are being
seen as tokenism. Interlocutor should
not only be a messenger but a
repository of trust and faith of the
people and the government. Hearing
grievances is one thing and addressing
grievances is another. The popular
perception is that interlocutor has no
accountability except having a formal
and informal dialogue. Conflicts are
managed and resolved by opening up
discussion, finding meeting ground for
disagreement and finally leading to
decisions and a road map. Even if the
government wants to enlarge the group
or reconstitute the team of interlocutor,
it must not have politicians,
bureaucrats and former police officers
since they are considered mouthpieces
of the MHA/PMO and do not enjoy the
trust of the people. Lt General DS
Hooda, former army commander
Northern Command even now
commands respect in the Valley and is
hugely popular among the youth,
intellectuals and even the separatists.
However, the team should consist of
members of academia, social
organisations and intellectuals from
J&K and outside the state. Even few
educated youths from Valley should be
incorporated in this team.
NIA crackdown on money trail to

separatists is a welcome step, but
selective targeting only of separatists is
seen as motivated. People are asking

two questions. Why not also target and
question those politicians and
government functionaries who were
beneficiaries of the money trail from
Delhi and Pakistan? Will NIA take it to
logical conclusion or will it hit the road
block and meet the same fate as the
infamous sex racket case of Kashmir
where the case was willy-nilly given a
quiet burial since big and famous
names figured in it. Similarly, the NIA
investigation should not restrict to J&K
but also target others, even if it leads to
those in prominence in Delhi and other
parts of the country.
Battle of narrative is not getting due

impetus, army with meagre resources is
fighting a lone battle, that to in a narrow
approach to deal with ISPR but the
concerted national efforts are lacking
with no synergised initiatives being
taken by the Government. Problem is
not in understanding what the new
narrative should be and how this
narrative should be handled to blunt
the ISI and separatists effectively. Target
of own narrative should be ISI,
separatists, radicals, youths, common
masses and even political leadership of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Government should take immediate

steps to rehabilitate juveniles under
detention. Juvenile centres should be
more of education centres than jails.
They should not be brought in touch
with the hardened criminals and
radicals. There were instances where
these juveniles were being
indoctrinated by separatist’s leaders in
an organised manner within jails
without any restriction. This must stop
and juvenile centres with education,
skill development and sports facilities
with the help of volunteers from across
the nation should be organised.
Effective implementation of Prime

Minsters Scholarship programme
should be ensured. Students eligible for
scholarship should be put in central or
state government universities instead of
deemed universities or private
universities. In the past, this incentive
has led to bitterness among the
students because most of these colleges

and universities were either fake or
substandard and produced only
educated illiterates. Central
Government stopped scholarship to
large number of student’s studying in
unrecognised universities/institutions,
thus leading to a sense of betrayal.
India must prepare an alternative

political leadership not only in J&K but
also in POK and Baluchistan. There is a
case to sponsor students after due
verification from POK (including Gilgit
Baltistan) and Baluchistan to study in
selective universities abroad or in India
to act as future pro-India leadership.
These students should be mentored
and supported to counter Pak
propaganda and as and when
opportunity arises, these leaders should
be installed in positions of
power/influence. Most important
factor to reduce the likelihood of spike
in conflict in Kashmir is to promote
inclusive development; reduce
inequalities between groups; tackle
unemployment; and incentivise the
peaceful population for their faith and
trust in the idea of India. Central
government must focus on
development of Poonch Rajouri, Doda,
Kistwar, Leh and Kargil so that it acts as
incentive for maintenance of peace and
prevention of spilling of instability in
other parts that are comparatively
peaceful.
But most importantly, India must

fight the proxy/hybrid war of Kashmir
in POK and Baluchistan. Methodology
need no elaboration and even if India
has to partner likeminded allies so be it.
But to fight Kashmir conflict in the
Valley is a defensive mindset and
retrograde strategy.

Brig Narender Kumar, an Infantry
Officer, commanded a Rashtriya Rifles

Battalion in J&K and Assam Rifle Sector
in Manipur. He is currently

Distinguished Fellow at the United
Services Institute of India, New Delhi.
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Information flow drives dialogue,
discussions and debates in a society,
which is much needed for a nation’s
well-being. Fourth estate, or the media,
comprising an army of journalists aid
and abet this flow of information that
kick-starts societal discussions about
legislative policies, executive actions
and societal aspirations. Journalists rely
on five ‘Ws’ and one ‘H’ to weave a story
and to break down complex jargons,
thereby simplifying the world for their
audience. The five ‘Ws’ refer to What,
Where, Who, When and Why and ‘H’
that refers to How, are exhaustive
enough to systematically report an
incident. Different journalists and
columnists may choose to accentuate
either of these basic questions in their
reportage and spin the story
accordingly. In this reportage ‘facts’
remain sacrosanct. 

So an individual journalist or a
media house may choose to highlight
one of the specific aspects in their news
but they cannot tamper with the facts.
These ‘Facts’ are sacred. In the case of
Jammu Kashmir all these basic tenets of
journalism has gone for a toss, such
that years of fact-distortion and

selective reporting has resulted in a
prejudiced flow of information.

The problem is compounded further
as people based in Jammu & Kashmir,
specifically in Kashmir Valley, rely
almost entirely on newsfeeds and news
reports by newspapers, magazines and
web channels that are based in and
operated from the Kashmir Valley. Most
of Valley-based media groups have
dubious sources of funding and harp on
Kashmiri victimhood. They twist, turn
and manufacture facts to justify
Kashmir’s secession from India. All
incidents are moulded in a way to prove
that the Indian State is an occupying
force that is committing barbaric
atrocities on Kashmiris through its
armed forces.

In the year 2009, two young women
Neelofer and her sister-in-law Asiya
drowned in a stream in Shopian and
subsequently died. There were
allegations of rape and murder, and
several enquiries were conducted. This
mishap with two young women of the
Valley still touches a raw nerve in
Kashmir. The media reported on this
unfortunate incident and the
investigations that were being carried
on. Yet, the Kashmiri media houses
implicated the Indian Army in this
episode, when the Indian Army was
nowhere involved. One of the young
stone pelters, whom I met recently,
confided in me and said: “We will not sit
back till we avenge the rape and murder
of our sisters Neelofer and Asiya.” The
conviction in his tone that it was the
soldiers of the Indian Army who
committed this ghastly rape and
murder was striking. He was unwilling
to hear any argument or look into the
facts that the Indian Army had
absolutely nothing to do with this case.
He showed me news reports as
‘evidence’. And these news reports were

screen shots from Kashmir Valley based
newspapers, magazines and portals.
“Only our media reports these
incidents. And they report truth,” he
said browsing through the articles on
his smartphone.

This effect of the concoction of facts
by Valley-based journalists does not
stop here. International media houses
oftentimes pick up such news stories
and quote these Kashmir Valley-based
newspapers and magazines in their
news reports. When an international
news organisation writes about any
issue it is followed by journalists all
across the world, which includes India.
Oftentimes, columnists and authors
quote these publications in their
writings and an incident becomes
etched in the memories of a common
Kashmiri and his psyche, forever.

A section of Delhi-based media
organisations are also a party to this
game. This coterie of journalists choose
to selectively highlight issues based in a
localised pocket of Jammu & Kashmir as
the ‘only voice’ of Kashmir. There is
absolutely no coverage of gross human
rights violation in the Pakistan-
occupied Jammu Kashmir (PoJK). For
instance, Baba Jan a human rights
activist in the Gilgit-Baltistan area of
PoJK has been under illegal detention
by Pakistan since 2011. His fault was
that he ‘dared’ to protest against the
massive and illegal construction
activities under the CPEC (China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor), which
resulted in a man-made landslide. The
CPEC is a USD 46 billion project that
runs through Gilgit-Baltistan, wherein
massive construction activities,
excavations and detonation of
mountains continues unabated. Baba
Jan, the local leader, and the villagers
felt concerned when in January 2010, a
massive landslide hit Hunza Valley in

THE MEDIA DISCOURSE ON J&K
Vivek Sinha 
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Gilgit-Baltistan killing around twenty
people and blocking a portion of River
Hunza. Due to this landslide, a huge
artificial lake was created that
submerged several villages in Attabad.

This landslide was the result of
massive on-going construction
activities under the CPEC, thus making
the landslide as ‘man-made’ rather than
a natural occurrence. Baba Jan and
other villagers expressed their concern
to the Pakistan government that this
newlyformed man-made lake in Hunza
Valley might further overflow and
submerge other villages. The concerns
were expressed to the Pakistan
government, since Pakistan continues
to illegally occupy this part of Jammu
Kashmir and is the de-facto colonial
master of Gilgit-Baltistan. These
worries went unheeded and six months
later in June 2010, the overflowing water
submerged two more villages in

Attabad.
Protests and demonstrations under

Baba Jan’s leadership continued and in
order to quell the unrest, Pakistan
arrested Baba Jan in 2011. He has been
under arrest ever since. This illegal
detention of a human rights activist in
PoJK was neither reported by
newspapers based in Kashmir Valley nor
by the Delhi-based mainstream media.

And this news black-out is more by
design, rather than by chance. News not
pouring in from PoJK ensures that
people in Kashmir Valley remain

unaware of the pathetic conditions in
which their Kashmiri brethren live
across the LoC, so they can continue to
be fed with a daily dose of Azadi.

Yet another dark kept secret of
Kashmir’s society has been the regular
sexual assaults on hapless Kashmiri
girls by young men who pick up guns
for the cause of Azadi. While reams have
been written about the aspirations of
Burhan Wani, Sabzar Bhatt and their
comrades’ struggle to free Kashmir,
there remains a deathly silence on their
romantic escapades with Kashmiri girls
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and the forced sexual assaults. The
Kashmiri media that concocts stories
about Neelofer and Asiya maintains
deafening silence on the sexual assaults
of these “Romantic Terrorists” on
Kashmiri girls.

There have been countless instances
when a Kashmiri has been forced to
accede to the demands of these
Romantic Terrorists due to threats to his
family. During my recent visits to the
Valley a few Kashmiris confided in
hushed tones about these concerns and
how the family had to take their girl for
secretive abortions. These girls and
their families who are forced into
submission by these drug-addict
womaniser terrorists take their revenge
by silently ganging up and informing
the precise hide-outs of their assaulter.
The security forces then conduct the
cordon and search operation (CASO)
and then eliminate these Terrorists. It is
due to this reason that there has been a
spike in elimination of terrorists in the
Kashmir Valley. If reported correctly,
this aspect of Kashmir will weaken the
demands of Azadi and turn public
anger against these armed terrorists.
The Valley-based journalists choose to
blatantly ignore this part of terrorism.

In fact, even during the nineties
when terrorism first came to Kashmir, it
was the Kashmiri women who were first
systematically assaulted. It was an era
when Pakistan-sponsored foreign
mercenaries from across the world were
infiltrated inside Kashmir. These
foreign mercenaries who had come
inside to fight for "Kashmir’s freedom"
were at the forefront of exploiting
Kashmiri women. During those years,
these mercenaries and terrorists simply
barged inside the homes and
demanded food and women from the
hapless Kashmiri. Those that resisted
were shot dead and others relented
grudgingly. Women who were raped at
gun-point had to then go for abortions.
This naked assault of Kashmiri women
led to massive heartburn among the
local Kashmiri and they became
informers of Indian Army and other
security forces. It was this silent

rebellion which broke the backbone of
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism at that
time. The Valley’s famed journalists
have chosen to ignore this saga as well.

Most times, the photographs of slain
terrorists in Kashmir are smartly edited
to give an impression that the dead
militant enjoys massive popular support.
None of the media houses based in
Kashmir report that barring a few
hundred, almost the entire crowd has
been pulled out from their homes to take
part in the funeral processions. Even the
high profile journalists who especially fly
over to Kashmir Valley never bother to
report from the fringes and fail to get the
whiff of prevailing sentiment.

Unfortunately a scenario about
Jammu & Kashmir has been created
such that news that cannot justify
demands for Azadi, is no news at all.
Facts are made up, genuine issues are
covered up and in the process if ethos of
journalism gets eroded, then so be it.
Pressing issues that concern the well-
being of Kashmiris gets buried in this
maddening din of Azadi.

Thankfully, technology has been a
great enabler in modern times that has
opened new avenues across sectors,
including news media. News
dissemination is now no longer the

preserve of a select few and rising
internet penetration has opened new
possibilities for the exchange of ideas.
In this new wave where internet access
is rising at a rapid pace, the need of the
hour is to report on hitherto untouched
issues of Kashmir and also to correct
the prevailing distortions in the
discourse on Kashmir. While the
newsprint may or may not reach the
common man in the state, real stories
raising genuine concerns will definitely
reach through myriad web portals. 

Experts with vast experience in their
respective fields of knowledge about
Jammu Kashmir who were previously
spurned by big media brands have begun
sharing their views and their stories. New
voices improve the texture, tenor and
quality of discussions. This, indeed, is a
refreshing change but much depends on
whether the momentum continues.
Current indicators point that this
momentum will build upon in the
coming years. It should. Because healthy
discussions lead to a better society.

(Vivek Sinha is a Journalist, Film
Maker and Author. He has made short

films, documentaries and is the Author
of a Novel “Chip in the Madrasa”. He

tweets at @VivekSinha28)
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As the year 2017 is coming to an end it is
time to take stock of what all has
happened this year and what can take
place in the coming year. This is
applicable in all fields including sports,
entertainment et al.

George Friedman, who heads
Geopolitical Futures has attempted to
forecast what is in the offing in
geopolitics next year. He has
concentrated on some of the most
important geopolitical issues in 2018—
the future of Europe, China’s rise and the
new configuration of the Middle East.

Europe’s Fragmentation
The integrity of the European Union
has been under duress since 2008. The
global economic crisis of 2008 revealed
structural divides within the bloc, and
as its wealthier members refused to
rescue its poorer members, the
economic crisis morphed into a
political crisis. The financial crisis also
aggravated the divide between the elites
and the lower classes within EU
member states, galvanising domestic

political forces that rejected the right of
Brussels to govern. Since then, Britain
has voted to leave the bloc, and Euro-
skeptic parties have gained prominence
on the mainland. Meanwhile, the EU
has lost credibility with nonmember
states, particularly those of Central and
Eastern Europe, which increasingly
took advantage of being on the outside
looking in, free as they were to float
their own currencies and tailor their
own regulatory environments toward
competitiveness. In other words,
Europe entered an era in which
sovereign states began once again to
reassert their sovereignty.

These trends largely continued
through 2017 as Europe’s economy
largely stagnated and as anti-EU forces
on the right continued to rise.
Technocrats in Brussels, meanwhile,
were unable to reconcile the bloc’s
inherent internal contradictions. And
so it is that after nine years, the EU still
cannot function as it did pre-crisis. It is
unable to make core decisions
collectively, and now its defining
features are regional and social tensions
fuelled by economic issues and
different cultural values.

In 2018, these trends are not
expected to accelerate dramatically, nor
anything as profound as the Brexit is
expected. But neither will the trends
reverse. Europe will, instead, focus on
coping with its new reality. And if it
cannot spark more economic growth,
the status quo will be further tested.

China’s Wary Rise
The Chinese government is trapped
between conflicting economic and
political realities. It cannot sustain

breakneck growth on a foundation of
low wage exports, but it does not yet
have the middle class needed to boost
domestic consumption to levels that
would insulate it from downturns in
distant consumer markets. The reforms
required to put the economy on sound
footing would be extremely painful,
risking major job losses that would
threaten the political standing of the
Communist Party. China’s leaders have
tried to split the difference by keeping
the economy humming with credit-
driven growth while implementing only
modest reform. But this has merely left
the country with enormous debt
bubbles and a looming housing crisis,
and the country is only slightly closer to
addressing its underlying problems.
The risks of instability remain.

In 2017, the Communist Party
consolidated its grip over society under
President Xi Jinping. He has become
China’s most powerful leader perhaps
since Mao Zedong. There was a
sufficiently widespread belief among
Chinese elites that reconciling the
country’s deep internal contradictions
required a strongman at the helm. The
only option is to try to contain the
political fallout through authoritarian
means as thinking in Beijing goes. The
shortcomings of Xi’s authoritarianism
are inevitable, and signs of a backlash
will begin to emerge in 2018. Xi is already
seeking to take advantage of the new
political environment and the window of
stable growth to double down on painful
reforms. But the reforms themselves,
particularly reducing industry capacity
and introducing measures to cool real
estate markets, will slow China’s growth,
leading to job losses and discontent.

GEO POLITICAL FORECAST 
FOR 2018

Maj Gen P K Mallick, VSM
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Beijing will also attempt to streamline
bloated industries by picking winners
and losers. Some of the losers will have
political clout and an axe to grind. Xi and
his allies will respond forcefully to any
signs of dissent. Xi is too powerful to be
taken down in the near future, but the
near future will be tumultuous anyway.

The Middle East 
The Middle East has never been a
picture of consistently strong and
coherent political structures. The
structural shift in oil markets in 2014,
have accentuated its political problems.
Hence the Arab Spring, which helped to
create the Islamic State and the vacuum
of authority in Syria, Iraq and Yemen.
Political pressure within such pivotal
Middle Eastern states as Saudi Arabia,
moreover, has aggravated regional
rivalries — all while the U.S. tries to
divest itself somewhat from the region.
In 2017, disintegration laid the
groundwork for major changes in the
region. The Islamic State’s territorial
ambitions in Syria and Iraq have been
quashed, reopening a vast vacuum of
authority in the region. Saudi Arabia
succumbed to a generational political
crisis. The main beneficiary of both of
these developments has been Iran. With
its unmatched influence in Syria, Iraq
and Lebanon, Iran is uniquely
positioned to fill the vacuum left by the

Islamic State. Tehran’s historical rival,
Saudi Arabia, is too weak and too
internally occupied to decisively
counter Iran—or to even maintain
solidarity in the Gulf Cooperation
Council. This will embolden Turkey and
Israel to play a bigger part in shaping
the coming geopolitical order.

Conclusion
Disintegration is not the only defining
characteristic of 2018. In East Asia, for
example, events will be driven
increasingly by the emerging
competition between China and Japan
and by efforts of the region’s
heavyweights to adapt to a less
pronounced U.S. presence — a dynamic
that will become manifest no matter
how the crisis on the Korean Peninsula
unfolds. In Europe, divisions between
the eastern and western parts of the
Continent will become more
pronounced, as illustrated by growing
competition between Germany and

Poland. In the Middle East, attention
will be overwhelmingly focused on Iran,
which sees a rare opportunity to cement
an arc of influence spanning all the way
to the Mediterranean. But each of these,
in their own way, attest to much broader
if more subtle processes underway. It’s
in these larger themes that we’ll find the
changes on the horizon.

Maj Gen PK Mallick, VSM is from
Corps of Signals and specialises in

Cyber, Signals Intelligence and
Electronic Warfare issues. He has been

Senior Directing Staff (Army) at
National Defence College. He does free
lance writing, enjoys travelling, and is
interested in Military History. He runs

a blog site and
websitehttp:/ / strategicstudyindia.

blogspot.in and 
http:/ / indianstrategicknowledgeonli

ne.com for benefit of people interested
in strategic issues.
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My experience has
spanned the world
both of business as
well as human
motivation and
psychology. What
is common to both
these fields is that
it considers

human beings as the main agents of all
decisions. It is people — individually or
collectively — whose decisions guide the
destinies of other people, businesses, or
relations between nations — not the
action of any impersonal State force or
some inscrutable ‘laws’ of geopolitics. It
is from this people-oriented angle that I
approach today’s theme — 'Why India
and China Matter to each other.’

Where we are today
India and China are old civilisations, but
relatively new nation-states. Over the last
six decades, these two large and
populous countries have come a long
way, starting from situations of dire
poverty. So, it is not surprising that both
countries are regarded as upcoming
global powers — China more so than
India. Naturally, this phenomenon
causes anxiety amongst those powers
that have enjoyed dominance so far in
global affairs. This anxiety is felt more in
respect to China than with India, since
China's political system is seen as alien
and authoritarian but also outstanding in
its record of economic and social
transformation. That combination
makes it a formidable challenge.

India and China are very different, if
you look at their histories as unified
states, their languages, religions, or
customs. Whilst there has been little
discourse between them over the last five

hundred years, the preceding two
millennia saw greater connectivity
including the spread of Buddhism from
India to China. The vast difference
between Sanskrit — the root language of
most of the Indic world — and Mandarin
in their linguistic structures are
indicative of very different ways of
thinking in the two respective cultures.
But do such differences necessarily imply
a trajectory of conflict? The answer is
important not only for a Changing Asia,
but the world at large.

To these differences between India
and China can be added more recent
aggravations. Border disputes, incursions
and other irritants have clouded political
relations between India and China. The
Sino-Indian (USD 76 bn) trade
relationship is just one-third of the
China-Korea (USD 236 bn) trade and
even lower than China-Vietnam (USD
100 bn). Investments in each other’s
economies are minimal, and there is little
other connectivity. Indian tourists to
China number about 700,000 per year,
whilst Chinese tourists to India are only
about 200,000. These minuscule
numbers tell a dismal story, as they
represent a mere fraction of China’s 84
million outbound tourists, or of India’s 18
million. Overall, the India-China canvas
of engagement is narrow.

India and China are also profoundly
ignorant about each other. Only a small
core of academics and students study the
languages and culture of the other. Other
nations consider India and China as
worthy of study, but to each of us, the
other is terra incognita. The media in
either country — given the nature of
media — sees to it that the other is either
exoticised or demonised. This promotes
a state of underlying tension that is grist

to the mill for vested interests. So, it is not
surprising that the latest Pew Global
Survey (2017) of attitudes of people in
different countries finds that only 26
percent of Indians have a favourable view
of China. (Only Japan and Vietnam score
lower). To India, China is ‘the Other’. And
to China, India remains an enigma and a
conundrum.

Finding out What Matters
So, do these two countries really matter
to each other? If the answer is ‘No,’ then
the current situation is perfectly
explicable. But if the answer is ‘Yes’, then
it poses a puzzle — because people
generally do act on something that
matters to them. Love makes things
matter, but so does hate — as Oscar
Wilde famously said, “The opposite of
love is not hate, it is indifference”. So, if
China and India do matter to each other,
but do nothing about it, we must ask
why?

How does one know if a transaction or
a relationship — personal, commercial
or diplomatic, really matters? I suggest
that to determine this, we engage
unconsciously in a comparison of the
potential future value of the relationship
versus the past. If this comparison is
positive, we do something about it; if not,
we consign it to a lower priority. But this
analysis must be objective — with
external benchmarks — rather than just
projecting the past trend line into the
future. As the mutual fund salesmen say
on TV: ‘Past performance is no guarantee
of future results’. Let me test this
approach, starting with the most familiar
area  —  Economic relations.

India-China Economic
Relations
Nearly twenty years ago, Thomas
Friedman, in his celebrated book “The

WHY INDIA AND CHINA
MATTER TO EACH OTHER

Ravi Bhoothalingam
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World is Flat” extolled globalisation. But
since then, we have discovered that the
world is not so flat; indeed, it is quite
bumpy, and some powerful individuals
like President Donald Trump are
determined to make it even more so. The
latest research findings about
globalisation reveal some facts of great
relevance to India and China: i.e. a
country’s growth rate is generally higher
the more deeply it is connected globally.
But this relationship has some limiting
conditions. India, for example, is only
moderately connected (a rating of 78/140
countries in terms of total flows of trade,
capital, information and people, as a
ratio of GDP) worldwide. It is the least
connected country in the BRICS
grouping, with China being much higher.
But in terms of breadth of connection —
i.e. how widespread it is connected
geographically, India ranks high (9/139).
So does China. But breadth is not linked
directly to economic growth, as is depth;
on the contrary, great breadth imposes
significant costs. India’s exports travel
6387 km on average against the world
mean of 4862 km. To manage a wide
export portfolio is demanding on
financial as well as managerial resources.
So, even for globalisation, a ‘Middle Path’
pays dividends. Globalise, but focus your
efforts and pay greater attention to larger
and neighbouring markets.

Applying this logic to both India and
China, it becomes clear that greater and
mutual economic engagement is in the
national interest of both players. India
would benefit by focusing its trade efforts
on China and ASEAN as the most
dynamic markets in the world. This
would significantly reduce ‘breadth’ and
at one sweep get India more deeply
linked into two large and integrated
markets. For China too, India presents a
huge market with long-term growth
potential, with opportunities for
partnership and enterprise. India’s
strengths such as marketing,
management, consulting, law, I.T,
pharmacological sciences, medicare etc
are complementary to China’s own skill-
sets, making it a good source for third-
party export manufacture and for
innovation. It also serves to reduce the
‘spread’ of China’s own exports.

Further, India has a huge deficit in
physical as well as social infrastructure
— roads, ports and transportation —
whilst China has foreign reserves of over
USD 3 trillion, and a proven record in
building infrastructure. China’s
cumulative investments in Africa are now
testing the upper limits of country risk. In
the West, Chinese investments face
political opposition. For China, India is a
safe investment bet, with its large market
size, financial infrastructure, slow but
sure justice, and political stability. An
investment of just 4 percent of China’s
reserves could raise India’s growth rate by
0.5 percent. Further, Chinese investment
can offset, under the capital account,
India’s large trade deficit with China on
the revenue account. The match seems
perfect, so what’s the problem?

The huge gap in tourism potential too
can be bridged, given a coordinated
thrust by Government and industry in
aggressively bidding for the Chinese
market. Sadly, we seem to be missing this
bus, just as we missed the bus of Japan’s
outgoing tourism boom in the 1970s and
1980s. But, it is fixable.

India has a serious unemployment
problem. A large enough number of
semi-skilled jobs can only be created at
the lower end of the mass manufacturing
sector, like textiles, toys, garments,
leather goods etc, industries now being
relocated out of China since they are no
longer cost-competitive, to destinations
like Bangladesh and Cambodia. There is
still a window of opportunity, say about
10 years, before automation and robotics
make this sector too, unviable for human
employment. But India will have to move
fast. All in all, what the above analysis
shows is that India-China economic
engagement is not only well below
potential, but that, ironically, it could be a
strong propeller for India achieving rapid
growth with full employment.

Globalisation and a New
World Order
Having mentioned earlier the many
differences between India and China, we
find that the opposite is also true,
perhaps even more so. Blinded by the
story of China’s amazing rise, we forget
that China is still a developing country

with a modest aim to achieve ‘a moderate
level of prosperity’ by 2021. Its per capita
income of approx. USD 10,000 is nearer
India’s level of USD 2000, rather than the
USD 60,000 of the USA. Accordingly,
China and India share many problems,
such as a high disease load, serious
environmental pollution, water stress,
soil erosion, adverse sex ratios, and a
high social security burden.

Further, India and China will be the
greatest victims of the global threats of
climate change, pandemics, acidification
of the seas, an energy crisis etc, all of
which we need to manage whilst
maintaining a robust development
trajectory. Finally, man-made problems
like piracy, terrorism, cyber-crime,
adverse trade, investment and
intellectual property regimes, and the
control of big data by global
multinationals (cf. Nandan Nilekani’s
warnings), pose impediments to that
very development trajectory. Indeed, in
two separate multilateral trade meetings
in Korea and Argentina, in October 2017,
India and China were on the same page
on issues like food security and
intellectual property regimes.

It is clearly in the interest of India and
China to collaborate whilst negotiating
with the Western world (including Japan)
in all these areas. And the record here has
not been too bad, especially in the fields
of trade and climate change. But the
cooperation stops at the global
negotiating forums. There is very little
serious sharing of experience between
the two countries on how each is tackling
any one of these issues. From a
businessman’s point of view, this is
strange; one driver of corporate
partnership, collaboration or even
merger, is to harness the know-how and
experience of the partner in his field of
expertise. Reinvention of the wheel is a
profligate waste of time and money. This
takes us on to our third point: innovation
and creativity.

Innovation and Creativity
Both economic growth and the solutions
to the above catastrophic global
problems lie in innovation and creativity.
The era of gradual incremental growth is
being superseded by one of increasingly
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disruptive innovation. In this
environment, how well India is
positioned to undertake R&D and
implement its fruits, will determine our
growth pattern. So far, India has looked
westward for scientific innovation, with
the occasional nod to Japan and Korea.
But the latest trends in China regarding
patent filing, R&D expenditure as a
proportion of GDP, sourcing of high-
quality talent from around the globe
including overseas Chinese, investment
in science and high technology and
above all as a special focus of political
attention, makes it very probable that
China will emerge as a global pole of
innovation in the next 10 years. India too
has an impressive reservoir of scientific
manpower, but we have so far not been
able to leverage it to anywhere near its
full potential.

When businessmen, scientists and
sportsmen wish to attain a level of
excellence in any field, they find that the
formula that works best is a combination
of competition and cooperation.
Businesses compete fiercely in the
market-place, but collaborate in matters
of common interest. It makes eminent
sense for India and China to do the same,
particularly in areas not of interest to the
Western world. Imagine the benefits to
both countries and indeed the entire
world if India and China could synergise
the potentialities inherent in their
complementary capabilities. Sino-Indian
joint research programmes could invent
a pollution-free car, a USD 20 computer,
a USD 1000 home, vaccines for malaria,
dengue and encephalitis, online
education for the poor, water-conserving
methodologies et al.

But why choose India and China as a
special pair for this purpose, rather than
any other country? The answer lies in the
ecology that stimulates innovation.
Creative organisations find that
workforce diversity is the key to creativity.
“Groupthink” does not generate new
ideas, but diversity does. It is not a
coincidence that Silicon Valley, the
Greater Boston area, and the Cambridge
(UK) Science cluster hold the largest
number of patents per square mile.
Incidentally, Indians and Chinese
scientists populate many of these small

innovative companies.
Let us come back to the root

languages of the Indian and Chinese
civilisations, Sanskrit and Mandarin
respectively. These languages could not
be more different in script, grammar,
construction and syntax. The highly
visual and character-based Chinese
language stimulates different areas of the
brain compared to the complex,
grammatical and alphabetic language
that is Sanskrit. Modern neurolinguistic
theory has established that the structure
of a language shapes the ways in which
their speakers perceive and think about
the world. Much like the operating
systems in computers, languages work as
an influencing tendency which when
aggregated over large populations
produces significant differences in ways
of thinking.

If we carry this argument forward, we
can state that, due to their unique
heritages, India and China have each
developed a set of capabilities which find
themselves handily complementary to
each other. Take a well-quoted pair: the
much-vaunted abilities of China in
manufacturing and India's skills in
software and IT. There are several other
'natural fits': China's infrastructure
expertise along with India's
management and consulting skills;
China's strengths in biological and
chemical sciences alongside Indian skills
in medicine; China's pedagogy and
India's English-language strengths; the
list can go on. Here again, the potential
for joint innovation is great, but hardly
tapped — yet another example of an
opportunity that is on offer to both
countries. 

To summarise so far: 
• India and China do matter to each other
in three distinct dimensions (at least); 

• Their different ways of thinking  —
when put together — can lead to
creativity rather than conflict. 

• The actual position, though, is far below
the potential. Why?
The current Sino-Indian relationship

lands India with a ‘double whammy’.
When the prevailing mood of mutual
wariness results in low mutual
engagement between two of the worlds’
largest economies, their peoples forgo

the many benefits and multiplier effects
that would arise as a result. On the other
hand, India is landed with all the costs of
added security to face ‘the China threat,’
including a possible arms race which
could seriously limit the massive effort
required for India to lift herself out of
poverty and backwardness.

What is to be done?
The way out is for China and India to re-
imagine their relationship. For each of
them, I argue, this task is primarily
psychological in nature. For India, this is
a ‘challenge of the head’; for China, it is a
‘challenge of the heart’. Let me explain.As
Prof. Richard Thaler — the recent Nobel
Prize-winner for Economics pointed out
—  human decisions are peculiarly
subject to the dangers of being illogical,
even when taken in our own interest, and
especially when strong convictions are
challenged. In such cases, the logical
path is defeated by a convenient internal
rationalisation created by our brain to
preserve the closely guarded status quo
(convictions). (Smokers, for example,
rarely give up the habit in response to
logical evidence.) Emotions thus trump
logic. Consider how public sentiment in
India towards China reflects a mix of
feeling: betrayal and hurt at the 1962
“stab in the back,” envy about China’s
astounding rise, and anger that China
denies India its due respect. These
feelings are understandable, but such
attitudes affect politics, and encourage
hyper-nationalist political and media
posturing, thus impeding rational
economic discourse with China even
when in our national interest. Emotions
win again.

It is the mirror image in China.
Blissfully unmindful of its impact on
India, China has always considered the
border war of 1962, dimly recalled in its
public memory, as a skirmish on a distant
border. India, they feel, makes too much
of a fuss — why not just move on and get
down to business? To build friendship,
China must display more understanding
of India’s feelings, and harness its own
diplomacy to respond with sensitivity to
India’s concerns. In other words, China
needs to show more of the emotional
connect.

INDIA-CHINA RELATIONS
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But emotions can neither be wished
away, nor ordered into action, so what is
the solution? A look at Korea, Vietnam
and Japan is revealing. They all have
serious problems with China; yet, their
canvas of engagement with China across
trade, investment, tourism and human
connections is wide and still growing. 700
flights per week connect Korean and
Chinese cities. India-China flights are 10
percent of that. How is this possible? It is
because of these countries’ links with
China through their common history
and cultural heritage as part of the overall
Sinic civilisational stream. The value of a
civilisational linkage is that, despite
surface contradictions, it sustains a
deeper layer with commonality and
harmony at the level of nature and
humanity. It mixes thought and feeling,
past and present. This underlying holistic
approach enables broad-ranging
engagement of people trans-nationally
across many fields and vocations, thus
mediating problems and points of
conflict whilst placing them in
perspective.

Civilisational Roots for a New
Sino-Indian Relationship
The key to changing this unsatisfactory
bilateral status quo, lies in re-examining
lessons from the long history of India-
China civilisational intercourse. A
common and profound philosophical
thread runs between the two countries:
the belief that differences and variations
between peoples are not sources of
opposition let alone of enmity. Rather,
they represent springboards of creativity
that could add value to both cultures.
"Harmony is not the same as uniformity"
said Confucius, and indeed
harmonisation can take place only when
diversity is present. India's philosophy of
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' and its entire
living culture too are celebrations of
diversity. So, one can argue that, despite
their many differences, India and China
can draw strength from their
civilisational wherewithal to manage
their current contradictions, and hence
to orchestrate their ‘rise’ to be peaceful.
As George Yeo, former Foreign Minister of
Singapore said: “We need a sense of
history, of how much our forebears have

benefited and learnt from one another.
Without this humility and a profound
respect for the contribution of others to
our own well-being, we will suffer hubris
and make terrible mistakes.”

This “sense of history” might tell us
that when civilisations connect across a
wide range of human activity, they learn
to manage the entire gamut of emotions
that plays out quite naturally across such
a vast arena. Love, hate, conflict,
cooperation, creativity, and teamwork
are then all part of a holistic process.
Expanding the touch-points between
China and India, the sages of those times
might tell us, could deliver the answer to
our present problems as illustrated by
the inspirational story of Kumarajiva.

The Story of Kumarajiva
Kumarajiva (344-413 AD) was born to
Kumara from Kashmir and Jiva, a
princess from the city-state of Kuche
(now in Xinjiang). He studied in Kashmir
and soon became adept in both the
Mahayana and Hinayana traditions of
Buddhism. With his multi-lingual
background, he displayed a remarkable
ability to explain and translate the
Buddhist sutras. Even today, he is
considered by the Chinese as the best-
ever translator from Sanskrit and its
dialects into classical Chinese. His fame
spread so wide that he was kidnapped by
a renegade general during his travels in
Xinjiang, and after many adventurous
years, delivered to the then emperor of
China, Yaoxing, at his capital in Xi’an.
There, Kumarajiva continued his labours,
now as head of the Imperial Translation
Bureau, and amongst his many works
were the translations of the Diamond
Sutra and the Lotus Sutra.

As a celibate Buddhist monk,
Kumarajiva had no children. His
disciples were enthusiastic, but not one
had his genius for translation. As time
went on, the Emperor Yaoxing worried —
who would succeed Kumarajiva? Then,
Yaoxing formulated a cunning plan.
Summoning the ten most beautiful girls
in Xi’an, he said: “Your country needs
you. Go and live in Kumarajiva’s palace,
and cater to his every wish, until further
orders.” Sadly, history does not record the
results, if any, of this interesting

experiment. But it does note that when
Kumarajiva was being praised lavishly for
his talent, some months later, he
remonstrated, saying: “I am like the lotus,
you see only the beautiful flower that
rises above the lake surface; but far
below, its roots are deep in mud”. Was this
a hint, a confession? 

But history does record the method
behind Kumarajiva’s uniquely powerful
and effective translations. Firstly, he
rejected the then-prevalent “concept-
matching” theory of translation, which
meant that every concept expressed in
Sanskrit should be rendered in
translation by its closest match in the
Confucian or Daoist canon. Rather, he
dug deep into the meaning and matched
it with the right Chinese characters, using
phrases, allegory or poetry where apt.
Secondly, unlike other translators, he did
not edit out as “fluff” the long, devotional
and descriptive passages that Sanskritists
use to adorn their work. He recognised its
aesthetic as well as musical value, and
rendered it through the correct choice of
characters and their visual sequence,
which is as important in Chinese poetry
as is metre. This instinctive and masterly
grasp of the essence of the Chinese
ideographic language — yin-yi-yang —
(sound/meaning/shape) popularised
and thus accelerated the spread of
Buddhism in China, especially the ‘Pure
Land’ and San-Lun schools.

I like to dream that Kumarajiva’s
remote descendants are still with us, in
some corners of Xi’an and Kashmir. We
need them more than ever, to bring
about a similar meeting of minds
between India and China in our times.

Mr Ravi Bhoothalingam is currently
Founder and Chairman of Manas
Advisory, a Consultancy practice

focusing on Leadership Coaching as well
as on business and cultural relations

with China, Mongolia and Myanmar. He
is an Honorary Fellow at the Institute of

Chinese Studies, Delhi. This article is
extracted from a lecture delivered by the
author under the auspices of the Society
for Policy Studies and the India Habitat

Centre as a part of their “Changing Asia”
Series, at the India Habitat Centre, New

Delhi, October 30, 2017.
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The Indian Air Force was hoping for a
minimum of 80 Dassault Rafale fighters,
but the Modi government has kept the
initial order down to 36 fighters in a fly
away condition for 7.8 billion euros. Or
USD 9.13 billion (@ 1 euro=USD 1.17).
This gave rise to the calculation that we
were buying the fighters for Rs.1600
crore each. During the run-up to the
deal, the then defence minister,
Manohar Parrikar, muddied the waters
a bit by making off the cuff comments
about the high cost of the Rafale
compared to the IAF’s mainstay, the SU-
30 MKI. I don’t think there is any issue
about the quality of the Rafale, unless
Ram Jethmalani has a view on it, like he
had on the Bofors FH-77 howitzer.

The public, quite rightly too, believes
that all weapon purchases by the
government involve murky transactions
and huge pay-offs to figures in the
government. This has been our well-
beaten track record. The Modi

government too is a government of
politicians and many people believe
that the main offset contractor, Anil
Ambani’s Reliance Defence, suggests a
deal is on. This should lend further
credence to that. According to Ministry
of Company Affair’s, Reliance Defence
Limited was registered on March 28,
2015. On April 11, 2015, Reliance
Defence Limited becomes the main
partner in to ensure the 50 percent
offset clause under which Dassault and
other related French parties will invest
half the contract value back in the
country. Government officials insist
that 74 percent of the offsets will be
exported, earning 3 billion euros for the
country in the next seven years.

Incidentally Anil Ambani’s flagship
company, Reliance Communications
Ltd. (stylised as RCom), just defaulted
on a major foreign loan and its future
ability to fulfil its Rafale offsets
commitment should now be in doubt.
The defaulted 2020 notes issued by
RCom, once the country’s second-
largest wireless operator, were trading
at a record low of about 35.6 cents on
the dollar in Hong Kong. The company’s
shares slid 3.3% to an all-time low of
Rs11.55. Yet, Reliance Defence is gung-
ho about fulfilling its Rafale related
obligations. It’s not without reason that
Anil Ambani is believed to be close to
Prime Minister Modi and to some in his
close circle.

There is much noise about the huge
costs at which the 36 Rafale’s have been
contracted for. The comparable costs of
the 126 and 36 deals can only be read
when all the costs are factored in. The
cost of the new deal for 36 Rafale
fighters is 3.42 billion euros as the cost

of the bare planes; 1.8 billion euros for
associate supplies for infrastructure
and support; 1.7 billion euros for India-
specific changes to the plane; and 353
million euros for “performance-based
logistics support”; with the weapons
package of 700 million euros being the
extra. So take it out and you have the
comparable cost, which means it is 7.1
billion euros. It appears that the fiddle
is in the India specific costs, additional
infrastructure and support, and
performance logistics support. Thus,
for comparison sake, the argument can
be made that 36 Rafale’s now cost 7.1
billion euros while 126 Rafale’s in 2012
cost 7.75 billion euros.

IAF “spokesmen” have been
justifying the Rafale purchase because
the package includes the Meteor air-to-
air missile. The Meteor is the new game
changer in the air. It increases the “no-
escape” zone for a hostile aircraft by
about three times. Meteor is an active
radar guided beyond-visual-range air-
to-air missile (BVRAAM) being
developed by MBDA. Meteor will offer a
multi-shot capability against long range
manoeuvring targets in a heavy
electronic countermeasures (ECM)
environment with range in excess of
100 kilometres (62 mi). According to the
manufacturer, in a head-on
engagement the Meteor provides a no-
escape zone three times greater than
that of a conventionally powered
missile. With the Meteor launched in
pursuit of a target — a tail-chase
engagement — the Meteor is five times
as lethal as a conventional equivalent
such as the American AMRAAM.
According to MBDA, Meteor has three
to six times the kinematic performance

RAFALE (36) TO RAFALE (126)
COMPARISON

Dr Mohan Guruswamy
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of current air-air missiles of its type. The
key to Meteor's performance is believed
to be a throttleable ducted rocket
(ramjet) manufactured by Bayern-
Chemie of Germany.

IAF officers have been wrongly
giving the impression that the Meteor
missile Is the real reason for the Rafale’s
purchase. It was even said on a RSTV
panel discussion in which I took part by
an Air Vice Marshal who has found
second wind as a strategic expert. The
fact is that the Swedish Gripen has now
been integrated with the Meteor and
open sources indicate that the IAF too is

contemplating integrating the SU-
30MKI and Meteor. Even the Tejas can
be fitted out with Meteors. So we are not
buying the Rafale for the Meteor.

The cost of procuring Meteors is
hard to come by. Limited figures came
to light in Germany in 2013. The
Luftwaffe will acquire 150 missiles at a
cost of around $323 million, plus a
further $175 million for integration.
That compares favourably with a price
tag of USD 423 million for 180 AIM-
120Ds, which the Pentagon paid in
2012. Today, each Meteor will cost
about 2.5 million euros each. I don’t

think the IAF will need more Meteor
missiles than the USAF or Luftwaffe.
But then there are other missiles to pay
for too. Missile purchase can never be
part of the capital cost of a fighter. Since
they are expendable, and presumably
meant to be expendable, they should be
part of revenue expenditure.

Make no mistake. The Rafale is a top
class 4+-generation fighter. Perhaps
even the best. But we are concerned
with prices and pay-offs. If this is a
given we must be happy that we made a
good purchase.

Dr Mohan Guruswamy is Chairman
& Founder, Centre for Policy

Alternatives and former advisor to the
Finance Minister (1998), Government

of India. An alumnus of the John F.
Kennedy School of Government,

Harvard University and the Graduate
School of Business, Stanford University,

he has authored many books, among
them being ‘Chasing the Dragon: Will

India catch up with China”.
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Raghu brought the steaming “vadas”
and piping hot tea. No sooner had he
kept the tray on the table, all of us made
a grab for the grub! Hardly had we
finished the first bite when there was an
incessant ringing of the telephone with
simultaneous sounds of the siren
bleating out the “General Recall” code.
It was December 4, 1971, and the news
was that late previous night, Pakistan
had conducted air strikes on 11 airbases
in the Western Sector. Excitement
reached a crescendo when it was learnt
that the war was on!
The Hawks were stationed at

Kalaikunda in West Bengal, operating
the Gnat aircraft. Yes, the same very
Gnat which had acquired the sobriquet
of “Sabre Slayer” in the 1965 war with
Pakistan. I had joined the squadron in
February 1970 as a rookie pilot. Early
1971 was quite tense with increased
rhetoric flowing freely across the
borders of J&K. Then in February ’71, a
couple of Kashmiri militants hijacked a
Fokker-Friendship aircraft of Indian
Airlines to Lahore. Anticipating some
action, we were dispersed within

Kalaikunda airfield. All officers were
issued with revolvers, and the airmen
with live ammunition guarded the
aircraft. The Commanding Officer (CO),
the evergreen and charismatic Wing
Commander Ravi Badhwar addressed
the squadron and asked us to be
vigilant and prepared for any
eventuality. However, after a few days of
excitement wherein the Fokker aircraft
was blown up at Lahore, the situation
appeared to have been brought under
control. We were back to our peacetime
routine, and a few months later I left on
annual leave.
A few weeks in to my leave at Pune

(then Poona) I received a telegram,
which very curtly informed me “Leave
curtailed. Report Unit immediately.”
And I was on my way, leaving my
mother very anxious about the reasons
for this sudden development. I arrived
back and was informed that the
squadron was being moved to Tezpur
(in Assam) as part of an operational
reorganisation. We began to prepare for
the move and soon the Gnats flown by
CO, Pondy, (Squadron Leader (later Air
Marshal) PJ “Pondy” Jayakumar), Modi
(Squadron Leader AJ Modi), Sellappa
(Flight Lieutenant (later Wing
Commander) R, Sellapa), Malkani
(Flight Lieutenant (later Wing
Commander) SP Malkani), RC (Flight
Lieutenant (later Group Captain) RC
Sharma), AJ (Flight Lieutenant (later
Wing Commander) AJ Rao), Madhu
(Flight Lieutenant (later Squadron
Leader) MS Sohoni), Benji (Flying
Officer (later Air Commodore) JA
Benjamin), Sunil (Flying Officer (later
Squadron Leader) Sunil Mehta), and
Sammy (Flying Officer (later Wing
Commander) L. Samuel), took off for
the new location. Kach (Flying Officer
(later Wing Commander) RK Kachru)
and some key maintenance personnel

went in the Caribou/Dakota DC-3
support aircraft while the rest of us
comprising Gaur (Flying Officer (later
Wing Commander) S Gaur), Stan
(Flying Officer (later Flight lieutenant) S
“Stan” Khanna), Chimpy (Flying Officer
(later Wing Commander) YM “Chimpy”
Koshal), Dani (Flying Officer (later Air
Commodore) PP Dani), Dinky (Flying
Officer (later Wing Commander) DS
“Dinky” Shaheed), and I were part of
the special train carrying the personnel,
families and squadron equipment. The
special train was lodged in the military
siding within the airbase. Soon, after
bidding farewell to our friends, the train
steamed out for its first destination of
Barauni junction. Here, another train
(metre gauge) was already stationed on
side of the platform. Our train came to a
halt on the other side. Railway and Air
Force planning was so immaculate that
similar bogies were alongside which
facilitated transfer of personnel and
equipment in record time. It was late
evening and the sun was well past its
down time.
After a quick meal prepared by the

squadron cooks in the kitchen car, the
train chugged out towards Tezpur. We
officers were in a special compartment
of pre-Independence vintage, which
had six berths and an attached toilet.
Next morning we were quite surprised
that we had crossed Siliguri and were
speeding away towards our destination.
Later, I learnt the special train had a
“white-hot” clearance giving it priority
over all other rail traffic on that route.
By evening we were at a small station
near the Air Force base. Unloading was
completed and the Hawks went about
setting up house in their new dwellings
at the base.
From the news we had heard about

the Pakistan elections and the trouble
brewing between its Western and

HAWKS AT WAR!
Air Commodore Ashok Chhibbar, AVSM
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Eastern wings. Refugees by the
thousands had been pouring in to India
from East Pakistan through a very
porous border with West Bengal,
Assam, Tripura and Meghalaya. An
underground outfit named “Mukti
Bahini” took shape in East Bengal and
was to play a major role in the liberation
of Bangladesh, later in the year.
In early October 1971, a detachment

from the Hawks established base at
Kumbhigram (Silchar), hitherto a pure
helicopter and transport base. The
Station Commander was a very easily
excitable pilot, Group Captain Latta.
Every evening, after his usual quota of
“Roger Uncle Mike” (RUM) he would
grandiosely announce to whoever was
within earshot “India has produced
only three great men… TATA, BATA and
LATTA!” and then break in to an
uncontrolled bout of raucous laughter
The first formation landed at

Kumbhigram soon after the declaration
of war and hectic preparations began
for air strikes and Close Air Support
(CAS) to the Army. The squadron pilots
were charged with excitement and
adrenalin was flowing faster than the
Brahmaputra. The Hawks flew missions
to strike at enemy targets, clearing the
way for the advancing Army. Our
squadron boys, Stan and Dinky were

deputed to be with the Army as Forward
Air Controllers (FAC). While the
squadron pilots were flying their pants
off, these two FACs were doing a
commendable job in guiding the
aircraft to their targets. During one of
the missions, Stan was excited to hear
the voice of our squadron pilots. He
gave directions to one of them to carry
out a rocket strike on a mango grove
under which enemy troops were
suspected to be hiding. The pilot was
unable to spot the grove and was given
an alternate target close by. In his
excitement to destroy the target, the
pilot inadvertently pressed the rocket
release button instead of ‘caging’ the
gun-sight. Whoooosh! The rockets left
the aircraft well short of the designated
target! An over-excited Stan screamed
on the Radio Telephone “CONGRATS!
You have a direct hit on the mango
grove… many enemy personnel and
equipment seen to have been hit”!
After a few days of CAS missions, the

Hawks were ordered to move to
Agartala. On 9th December, we shifted
base and now operations were being
planned from Agartala. The runway at
this base was short and the fully loaded
Gnat would get airborne on the last
slab. No one bothered about the flight
safety aspects… we just carried on! It

was here that Chimpy came out with a
million dollar suggestion to land on the
Runway opposite to the squadron
location. “Switch off the engine after
touch down and glide into the
dispersal”. Now all aircraft would be
able to land without having to hold
either in the air or at the end of the
runway. This saved precious minutes
for rearming the aircraft and getting it
ready for the next mission.
News trickled in that the US Seventh

Fleet was steaming in to the Bay of
Bengal in an attempt to coerce India to
end the war. But their presence did not
deter the Hawks, least of all our own
“Rambo”… The CO. He nonchalantly
announced, “Bring on the Americans!”
While the Hawks struck targets near

Dacca, Kurmitola, Chittagong and
Sylhet repeatedly with deadly success,
one could hear the booming of guns
and shells striking targets with heavy
black smoke billowing thereafter just
across the border from Agartala.
Eventually, the Pak Army crumpled
under the incessant Indian Army, Navy
and Air Force onslaught, and the war
officially ended on 16 Dec 71. India had
scored a resounding victory over
Pakistan both on the western and
eastern theatres. The largest ever
Prisoners-of-war (93,000) were taken by
India, and Bangladesh was born. There
was a lot of cheering and backslapping.
As Gen George S Patton had said

during WW II, we would have a story to
narrate to our grandchildren and
proudly tell them that “We were not
shovelling shit during the great 1971
War!”

Air Commodore Ashok Chhibbar,
AVSM was commissioned in the IAF as
a fighter pilot in Aug 1969. Apart from
commanding a fighter squadron and
two airbases, he has been Air-I of an
Operational Command and Deputy
Commandant of Air Force Academy.
He is a regular contributor to the Air
Force Flight Safety Magazine and has
authored two books – Raindrops, and
The Accidental Pilot. He is settled in

Pune.
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The din of the rotors was reaching a
crescendo. The other helicopters were
getting airborne, but ours were still on
the ground, ready for takeoff. The
Captain looked down into the cabin
and asked what was holding things up.

The Flight Engineer climbed up the
ladder to explain the problem. Would
the Captain please wait for a few more
minutes, he requested. One of the
jawans who was to take the flight had
gone to retrieve an armoury item which
had been left behind inadvertently. The
Services take their inventories very
seriously, and the jawan could easily get
his copybook blotted if he couldn’t
account for the item.

It was December 1971 and we were
at Agartala. The day before, we had
airlifted Indian troops into the
Brahmanbaria Sector of what used to be
East Pakistan. Flying in a formation of
ten helicopters, we had dropped about

120 troops along with their arms and
equipment in one wave. We had also
attempted a few night landings which
were rather successful. Encouraged by
the performance of the helicopter
support, the Indian Army wanted
action in other sectors too. The basic
idea was to bypass the enemy
concentrations and reach Dhaka. In
one of many moves to that end, the
Sylhet Sector was to be reinforced that
day.

Suddenly there was a shout from
below—the jawan was back. Our
helicopter was airborne in a few
minutes, but we did not make our usual
number four position. We were left
bringing up the rear, trying to get back
with the formation.

We soon caught up with the others
and we were over the drop zone in 11
minutes flat. In less than two hours, we
landed three times more that day. The
Army appeared to have got the results it
wanted and soon the order was out to
‘stand down’ for maintenance. Dust and
grass had entered all possible entry
points of the helicopter and, anyway,
piston-engined aircraft need more
attention than jets. It was clearly time
for a breather.

Late in the afternoon, we were again
summoned for a flight. ‘Doc’ and I were
the crew. It was to be our lone
helicopter to drop a handful of troops
and a very senior officer at an
operational headquarters in the same
sector. We were advised to climb to a
safe height beyond the reach of small-
arms fire from the ground. But we were
heartened to learn that the landing area
was very safe, though it was in the heart
of enemy territory.

The engine panels were still open
when we reached the dispersal area.
The Chiefy was still to give the
helicopter his air worthiness certificate.

While we waited, I checked with our
crew men to see whether they had
torches with ‘serviceable’ cells. We
would need them because it would be
dark by the time we landed back at
Agartala.

As it turned out, it was dark already
by the time the General arrived and we
got airborne. The flight was quite
uneventful, if you considered only the
damage and not the number of bullets
we took that evening. We went in
through a gentle rain of small-arms fire.
The glowing engine exhausts made
good targets in the dark for the enemy
troops below. The landing was even less
eventful, because it turned out that the
helipad was truly safe.

We were asked to carry a serious
casualty on our return flight. Soon, a
moaning jawan was brought on a
stretcher to be airlifted to the hospital
in Teliamura. We climbed higher this
time, beyond the range of the pop guns
on the ground. After we landed at the
base hospital helipad, I used my very
‘serviceable’ torch to check the bay of
the helicopter before the Flight
Engineer opened the door. I started in
disbelief when I saw the face of the
casualty.

The Flight Engineer assured me I was
right. The jawan who delayed the flight
that morning had been brought back
critically injured the same night.

Wg Cdr SS Krishnamurthy flew the
helicopters in the IAF from 1967 to

1990, right through the 1971 war and
all regions including the South Pole. He

also flew in the civil and has settled in
Mumbai. He looks after the Flight

Safety in one of the Off-shore
companies in Juhu. Most of his

anecdotes and articles are written
under the pseudonym 'Capt. Sudhir

Kumar Khanna’.

A QUICK TOUR OF DUTY
Wg Cdr SS Krishnamurthy

SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER << November - December 2017 << salutemagazine@gmail.com30

BATTLE ACCOUNT: LIBERATION WAR

30-LIBERATION WAR_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  12/28/2017  8:33 PM  Page 1



31-AD_00_COVER_1.qxd  12/25/2017  9:48 AM  Page 1



DEFENCE NEWS
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INS KALVARI JOINS
THE INDIAN NAVY
India’s first modern conventional
submarine, INS Kalvari, was
commissioned into the Indian Navy on 14
December 2017 by the Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi in Mumbai. Named
after the dreaded Tiger Shark, a deadly

deep sea predator of the Indian Ocean,
Kalvari is the first of six Scorpene class
submarines being built by Mazagon Dock
Ltd (MDL), in collaboration with Naval
Group (earlier DCNS) of France as part of
Project 75 at a cost of Rs 350 crore. The
second Scorpene under construction,
Khanderi, was launched in January 2017
and is currently undergoingsea trials. The

third Scorpene, Karanj, is currently being
readied for launch. All the submarines are
scheduled to be delivered to the Navy by
2020. The 66 meter Kalvari can carry 18
torpedoes and can travel 1,020km
underwater. It has superior stealth
capability such as advanced acoustic
silencing techniques, low radiated noise
levels, hydro-dynamically and optimised
shape and the ability to launch a crippling
attack on the enemy using precision
guided weapons. It can dive up to a depth
of 300 metres to elude enemy detection.
The submarine is capable of multiple roles
to include anti-surface warfare, anti-
submarine warfare, intelligence gathering,
mine-laying and area surveillance. The first
submarine to be commissioned into the
Indian Navy was also called Kalvari.
Commissioned on December 8, 1967, it
served the Indian Navy for nearly three
decades till May 1996. In true nautical
traditions, the Kalvari has now been
reincarnated and is once again, a powerful
predator of the deep, guarding India’s vast
maritime interests.

EXERCISE ‘DANX’
A major military exercise, ‘Defence of A&N
Islands Exercise’ (DANX), was conducted
from November 20 to 24 to fine-tune
operational drills and synergy among the
three wings of India’s Armed Forces in the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR). The exercise
was conducted under the aegis of the
Commander-in-Chief Andaman and
Nicobar Command (CINCAN), Vice
Admiral Bimal Verma. The strategically
located Andaman and Nicobar Island
archipelago,with its 572 island cluster and
with requisite force-levels and
infrastructure, is an ideal operating base to
ensure security of India’s sea lanes of
communication converging towards the
Malacca Straits as well as act as a pivot to
counter China’s strategic moves in the IOR.
This was the first major exercise conducted
under the aegis of the tri-Service Andaman
and Nicobar Command. Warships from the
Navy, fighter aircraft and heavy lift aircraft
from the IAF as well as infantry combat

vehicles, special forces and regular troops
from the Army took part in the exercise,
which was planned to synergise
application of force and to practice and
validate procedures and drills aimed at

defending the A&N Islands. It included
amphibious landings of troops by ships,
slithering of troops from helicopters, night
para jumps at sea and the recapture of an
island that had fallen into enemy hands.
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Defence Minister Speaks on
Modernisation
India’s Defence Minister, Ms Nirmala Sitharaman, in a special
session held as part of the 90th AGM of Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce &Industry (FICCI), spoke on a wide range
of defence related issues. She delivered a clear message that
military modernisation was a key area of focus for the current
government, which would include a speedy and transparent
acquisition eco-system with accountability. She also stated that
the government wants to engage with, listen and be responsive to
the needs of the industry. During the session, held on 13
December 2017, the Raksha Mantri (RM) stated:

• Backlog of pending acquisition cases will be cleared by end of
December, 2017. Towards this end, the Defence Acquisition
Council is meeting every fortnight, to create the conditions
required to enable achieving such timelines. This hopefully,
should lead to closure of long pending cases such as the FICV
(Futuristic Infantry Combat Vehicle) Programme and also lead to
forward movement on the Single Engine Fighter Program under
Chapter 7 of the DPP (Defence Procurement Procedure).

• Speedy conclusion of the CNC (Commercial Negotiation
Committee) is required to cut short the timelines for placement
of orders. All CNCs in progress are being closely monitored by
the RM’s office.

• Private sector investment and capacity created for manufacture
will be given opportunity under the Buy Indian/Make Indian
categories. The RM asked the industry to pass on thebenefits of
this opportunity to the MSME Sector as well, to build the right
ecosystem for the Indian defence industry to grow and support
the modernisation effort.

• Investments made by the Private Sector Industry in defence and

aerospace, is on the datapool of the MoD. The RM assured that
investments made will not go waste and prototypes will be
evaluated wherever possible.

• The RM spoke of organic growth of industrial clusters for
defence & aerospace, starting with the scaling up of the existing
infrastructure in the Eastern Corridor and identifying similar
structures in the Western and Northern regions for
development.

• Devolution of financial powers and decision making to the
ArmedForces/ Services HQ has led to simplification of the
process for procurement of urgent requirements.

• A major review of the Ordnance Factories is underway to make
them competitive and ready for partnership and joint ventures.
They may participate in ToT for Buy and Make in India.

While the RMs remarks were most reassuring, the present ground
situation suggests that not much has happened to kickstart the
Make in India programme in the Defence Sector. A lot would be
required to move the behemoth that is the MoD, as Mr Parrikar,
the former RM found in his tenure as RM.

Spike Deal Cancelled
The defence ministry has cancelled a negotiated USD 500 million
deal with Israel for the Spike man portable Anti-Tank Guided
Missile (ATGM) and has tasked the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) to indigenously develop a
version of a similar system. The Spike missile is a fourth
generation, fire and forget, top attack ATGM.The army had
planned to equip all infantry and mechanised infantry battalions,
operating in plains and deserts, with it. The deal was to be inked
with an Israeli company, Rafael Advanced Defence Systems, but
was cancelled to push indigenous development.The DRDO claims
that since it has developed the Nag missile system it could also
produce this in the next three to four years.However, if the DRDO
fails to produce the missile in the stated timeframe, it would tell
on the operational capability of the Army
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QRSAM TEST
FIRED
While the story of India’s indigenisation
effort has, for the most part been bleak,
one area where India can proudly boast of
attaining indigenous mastery is in the field
of ballistic missile technology. India’s
Integrated Guided Missile Development
Programme (IGMDP), launched in 1983 to
indigenously research and develop a wide
variety of missiles, gave birth to the Prithvi,
the first of a series of three ‘Made-in-India’
and ‘Made-by-India’ nuclear-capable
ballistic missiles. The programme,
overseen by the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO),
proceeded under the leadership of former
President APJ Abdul Kalam and the first
missile, Prithvi I was successfully test fired
five years later in 1988. Since then, India
has developed three versions of the Prithvi.
The success of the short-range Prithvi

series ballistic missiles spurred the
creation of India’s self-honed research and
development effort which in turn led to the
development of the sophisticated and
longer-range Agni, K-series, BrahMos and
Nirbhay ballistic and cruise missiles,
which today form the backbone of India’s
nuclear and conventional arsenal. And
now, DRDO has successfully test fired the
Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile
(QRSAM) on 22 December 2017. The

QRSAM was test fired from a canister
mounted on a rotatable truck-based launch
platform at the Launching Complex-I (LC-
I) of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at
Chandipur-on-sea. The trial, the third of
the newly developed missile was
conducted to check various parameters in
its subsystems and performance of
advanced software. It was successful as
were the earlier two trials.
The homegrown canister-based high-

speed weapon system, which can deceive
enemy radars making it difficult to be
detected, is capable of destroying aerial

targets, tanks, bunkers and short range
missiles. It is a highly mobile, all-weather
and all-terrain missile having electronic
counter measures against all known
aircraft jammers, which can destroy
multiple targets at a distance of 25 km in
less than one minute. Considered to be a
unique system in its class, the missile is
expected to supplement medium range
surface-to-air missile Akash.
The state-of-the-art missile uses high-

energy solid propellant. It will have to go
through a few more development flight
trials before going into user phase tests.

Singapore Defence Minister
Flies the Tejas
The IAF air base at Kalaikunda in West Bengal, has since 2004
been prepared as a base for facilitating joint air exercises
between the IAF and the Republic of Singapore Air Force
(RSAF). In October 2005, a defence cooperation agreement was
signed between the two countries for the conduct of joint
exercises which, since 2006 are an annual event.
This year, the RSAF came to India with six F-16 jets for the
annual joint exercise. Singapore has very little airspace available
in its own island nation and has been leasing out the
Kalaikunda base for its drills since 2004. The exercises carried
out are for a period of one month. During this exercise, Mr Ng
Eng Hen, the Defence Minister of Singapore, flew in the rear
cockpit of the plane from the Kalaikunda airbase. “I am not a

pilot,” said Dr Ng, when asked whether Singapore plans to buy
the Tejas. “But I can say it felt like I was riding in a car; it was
really smooth.” India’s Tejas thus has a new brand ambassador.
This is also a shot in the arm for the Tejas programme.
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RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
IN BHARAT DYNAMICS LIMITED
BDL is committed to innovate, design and engineer high quality
state-of-the-art defence products to meet the requirements of
Indian Armed Forces. With this objective, Design & Engineering
(D&E) Division has been established to fulfil the needs of users.
As a manufacturer of various missile systems for almost five
decades, BDL has acquired substantial knowledge in missile &
allied technologies and developed products. It has been awarded
with Hon’ble Raksha Mantri’s Awards for Excellence for the year
2014-15 for Amogha-I ATGM in Innovation category on 30 May
2017.

Design facilities for Optics, Lasers, Radio Frequency (RF),
embedded systems, Aerodynamics, Guidance & Control,
Computer-Aided Design (CAD), Seeker, Avionics, On-Board
Computer, Telemetry and Reliability Estimation are being
established in the Division. A Missile Development Group (MDG)
dedicated to the design and development of missile systemsBDL
has been established, which involves academia and private
industry for the development of technologies & subsystems
required for missiles.

The first successful product designed and developed by D&E
division is ‘FLAME’ (Fagot Launcher Adapted for Milan
Equipment) Launcher for Anti Tank Guided Missiles (ATGM) along
with its Test equipment and Simulator. The next noteworthy
product is Counter Measures Dispensing System (CMDS), an
airborne avionic product.

FLAME ATGM Launcher.
This is an indigenous
launcher for Milan ATGM
and was inducted into
service after thorough
evaluation by Indian
Army. FLAME was further
upgraded to FLAME Mk-II

to increase compactness
to the launcher resulting
in weight reduction with
improved portability and
reliability.

Counter Measures
Dispensing System
(CMDS)

CMDS protects aircraft against incoming IR and RF missile threats
by dispensing flares and chaffs respectively. This has been
developed by CMDS for various aircrafts & helicopters including
Jaguar, Advanced Light Helicopter, Light Combat Aircraft,
Airborne Early Warning & Control, Mi-17 V1 Helicopter, Mirage
upgrade, Light Combat Helicopter etc. BDL is the only design &
development agency for CMDS in the country. It provides life cycle
support by developing operational, intermediate level and depot
level test equipment and other accessories for CMDS. CMDS has
brought many laurels to BDL such as SODET (Society of Defence
Technologists) Award, Golden Peacock Innovation Award, Raksha
Mantri’s Excellence award, FAPCCI (Federation of Andhra Pradesh
Council of Commerce & Industry) R&D Award etc. Amongst the
many awards won by CMDS are the SODET (Society of Defence
Technologists) Award, Golden Peacock Innovation Award, Raksha
Mantri’s Excellence award and FAPCCI (Federation of Andhra
Pradesh Council of Commerce & Industry) R&D Award.

Other Products
BDL has also designed and developed several products for the
Indian Armed Forces including Field-Level Test Equipment for
FLAME, Konkurs Launcher Test Equipment (KLTE), Konkurs
Missile Test Equipment (KMTE), Infrared Interference Indicator
(IRII) for export order to Israel, Outdoor Simulator for FLAME,
Advanced Experimental Torpedo, Twin Missile Launcher etc. It is
presently engaged in the design and development of 3 km
rangeAmogha-I ATGM for Infantry, RF guided Amogha-II ATGM for
Mechanised Infantry, 3rd generation Amogha-III ATGM, Missile
Launchers, test equipment for ATGMs, Advanced CMDS for light
aircrafts / helicopters and submarines. D&E has been recognised
as in-house R&D unit by Department of Scientific and Industrial
Research (Ministry of Science & Technology) and the Quality
Management System of the Division has been certified as per ISO
9001:2008.
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The Government recently announced its
approval of manufacturing of eight
selected ammunitions for Indian Army by
Indian Industry. As the indigenous
manufacturer will be required to set up a
new establishment for manufacture of
ammunition, Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has approved a long term
contract of 10 years with the selected
ammunition manufacturer to facilitate a

viable commercial model. This marks another step in the
direction of ‘Make in India’ in Defence sector and to facilitate
development of indigenous capacity, reduce dependence on
import and with the long-term objective of building capacity
within the industry as a robust alternative source of
ammunition.

As per Indian Companies Act 2013, individual Indian
companies, with foreign equity not exceeding 49%, owned and
controlled by resident Indian citizens, consortiums consisting
of only Indian companies and wholly owned subsidiary
company, are eligible to participate. The selection of
manufacturer will be through an Open Tender Enquiry under
two bid system. Companies can bid for any number of
ammunition types, but will be awarded maximum three
contracts. Prospective manufacturers will be free to select their
technology partners, negotiate and obtain transfer of
technology (ToT). The technology partners could be indigenous
or foreign manufacturer, as per the discretion of participating
entities.

Considering the ammunition requirement for India’s
multifarious security commitments, even without a war on, this
announcement has come better late than never. In 2015, the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) stated that Indian Army
had no more than 20 days ammunition for war. In July 2017, the
CAG report stated that there was not enough ammunition to
last more than 10 days of war. For any army facing two inimical
neighbours this is indeed a worrisome situation. It may
be recalled that in 1999 when Pakistan precipitated the
situation in Kargil, the artillery, after pounding the
enemy for two months had begun to feel the pinch of
shortage of ammunition.

While the 2015 CAG report red-flagged the
availability of ammunition for only 20 days of war, it had
alarmingly added that some types of ammunition
would not last even 10 days. While the CAG blamed the
functioning of the Ordnance Factory Board for the
shortage of supplies to the Indian armed forces, there

are a number of factors contributing towards shortfall of
ammunition to the Army.

In its 2015 report, the CAG had said that the Indian Army
needed more budgetary support to reach 50 percent of the
target capacity of the War Wastage Reserve (WWR), meaning
various military materials held in reserve in case of war. These
include ammunition of all types and calibers, equipment,
weapons and fuel. Ideally, the WWR should last for 40 days of
intense war giving enough time to the ordnance factories for
ramping up production of required ammunition and supply the
same to the military. The CAG report meant that if adequate
budgetary support was given, the shortfall in ammunition could
be overcome by 2019 and in any case not before that. CAG’s 2017
report mentions that despite the red-flagged warning and high-
level report on defence preparedness in 2015, no improvement
was seen in the working of the ordnance factories and that the
production and supply of ammunition remains inferior in
quality and quantity so far.

The large quantities of ammunition present a problem of
storage. Considering the threats to India, modernisation of its
three defence services, dependency of central armed police and
para military forces, etc for ammunition also from the ordnance
factories, future requirements of ammunition can only be
expected to increase. There are problems in storage quality too.
Properly stored, bullets and shells can last for decades. But large
stocks of ammunition have been found degraded and created
problems when used. Ammunition management methods
must be improved with innovativeness and best use of
technology.

Further, red tapism and archaic bureaucratic practices have
hampered defence forces over the years. According to one
report, only 20 percent of the targeted ammunition was
imported between 2008 and 2013 as bureaucracy kept creating
hurdles. ‘Fighting to the last man and last bullet’ sounds great
and Indian Army did so in 1962. But it is disgraceful for any
nation to allow its army to become short of ammunition.

GOVERNMENT APPROVES MANUFACTURING OF
AMMUNITION BY INDIAN INDUSTRY
Lt Col Anil Bhat
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VETERANS ALERT

USEFUL INFORMATION FOR DEFENCE PERSONNEL

Closure of Army Officers’ Benevolent
Fund (AOBF)
It has been decided by the General
Committee AOBF to close AOBF with
effect from 01.01.2018. No further
disbursement of grants will be made
from AOBF wef 01.01.2018. It has also
been decided that subscriptions made
by all officers (equivalent to the savings
component of an insurance scheme)
will be returned on pro rata basis. The
amount will depend on the total
subscription made and availability of
corpus fund. All officersmay forward
the below details along with cancelled
cheque for action:
Personal number, rank and name; Date
of commission; Regiment
commissioned into/Present Army/
Service; and Present address.

Banking Facility for Senior Citizens
and Differently abled Persons
Dedicated Counters/Preference to
Senior Citizens, Differently abled
persons, Banks are advised to provide a
clearly identifiable dedicated counter
or a counter which provides priority to

senior citizens and people who are
differently abled including visually
impaired persons. Presently, in some
banks, even fully KYC compliant
accounts are not automatically
converted into ‘Senior Citizen
Accounts’ on the basis of date of birth
maintained in the bank’s records. Banks
are advised that a fully KYC compliant
account should automatically be
converted into a ‘Senior Citizen
Account’ based on the date of birth
available in bank’s records.Banks are
advised to provide senior citizens and
differently abled persons Form 15G/H
once in a year (preferably in April) to
enable them to submit the same, where
applicable, within the stipulated time.

To ameliorate the difficulties faced by
senior citizens of more than 70 years of
age and differently abled or infirm
persons (having medically certified
chronic illness or disability) including
those who are visually impaired, banks
are advised to make concerted effort to
provide basic banking facilities, such as
pick up of cash and instruments against
receipt, delivery of cash against
withdrawal from account, delivery of
demand drafts, submission of Know
Your Customer (KYC) documents and
Life certificate at the premises/
residence of such customers. Banks are
advised to implement these
instructions by December 31, 2017 in
letter and spirit.
Authority: RBI/2017-18/89-
DBR.No.Leg.BC.96/09.07.005/2017-18
dated November 9, 2017

ECHS Medicine Management
Comprehensive SOP on Medicine
Management includes procurement,
accounting and their utilisation in
transparent manner. ECHS permits
three months medicine issue to our
veterans & their dependents with
chronic illness, bed ridden patients and

those proceeding to foreign countries.
OIC Polyclinics have been asked to
project correct demand ensuring no
wastage. The change will be felt once
medicine supply improves through
SEMOs and through authorised
chemist shops. SOP has been uploaded
on ECHS website for reference. ECHS
shall ensure due service to the veterans
& their dependents.

Aadhaar Linking

• If your Bank account is not linked with
your Aadhaar, you cannot operate
your bank account from March 2018.
• If your PAN number is not linked with
Aadhaar number, your PAN will be
cancelled,you can’t file Income Tax
return, and you cannot do any large
value bank transaction.
• You will not get gas subsidy without
linking your Aadhaar with gas
connectionnumber.
• All pensioners must link their Aadhaar
with their pension accounts.
• You and your children must have
Aadhar card for Government
scholarships.
• All farmers must have Aadhaar card
for getting subsidy.
• All health card holders must have
Aadhaar Card.
• Aadhaar card is essential for opening
bank account, booking train ticket,
maternity benefits, your children mid
day meal and all primary school
students must have it by 31 Dec 2017.
• If you are having Smart Phone, you
can install mAadhaar App and use it
for locking and unlocking your
Aadhaar biometric. This is a security
feature recently introduced. Also, you
can use mAadhaar app while
travelling in train and entering Airport
etc to prove your identity. Your must
keep your Smart Phone safe hereafter.
Please do not give it to your children
or others. This is very important.
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“9 years after deadly 26/ 11 attacks, India still needs a
foolproof coastal security system - Despite several measures
taken by the government, there are concerns such as
manpower, infrastructure for an infallible maritime security
system to be in place.”

—Hindustan Times, 26 Nov 2017

The November 2008 terrorist attacks on Mumbai — the
commercial capital of an economically flourishing India — left
a profound and ineffaceable impact on the Indian security
system. The attacks exposed the lackadaisical attitude of the
government, at both the central and state level, towards coastal
security and the absolute ill preparedness of the country to
combat such terror threats from the seas. In the aftermath of the
attack, the national coastal defence apparatus was radically
overhauled. A three-tier security arrangement was put in place,
with the Indian Navy, the Coast Guard
(ICG) and the marine police jointly
tasked with safeguarding India’s
maritime zones. As the lead agency, the
Indian Navy took on the task of
protecting the outer-most tier. The
Coast Guard was tasked to sanitise the
intermediate layer extending from 12
Nautical Mile (NM) to 200 NM (the limit
of the territorial waters) and the marine
police was entrusted with the security of
the inner-most tier, comprising the
shallow coast and inland waters.

Prior to the Mumbai attacks, coastal
security and any related debate on the
subject remained the exclusive preserve
of the Indian Navy, the Coast Guard and
some maritime specialists. Securing the
country's land borders remained the
dominant discourse and priority on the
national security agenda and the threat
to national security posed by smuggling
activities and refugee flows through the
Indian coasts was not considered grave
enough to merit much attention. It was
only after the terrorist onslaught on
Mumbai that national consciousness
awoke to the dire need for revamping
the existing coastal security system.

Coastal security is not just the job of
the security forces — it concerns all
citizens. The Navy is not going to get

adequate resources beyond a point. Hence the resources will
have to be used in an optimum manner. The fishing community
on the coastline is majorly affected by loopholes in the security
system and thus they need to be involved more. People living on
the coast have to become the eyes and ears of security agencies.
The challenges are similar to those that obtain on our land
borders such as terrorism, poaching, smuggling of arms and
explosives, illegal trade and illegal migration, but the sheer
vastness of the area and the fact that the territory is not  marked,
greatly enhances the threat.

The book “India’s Coastal Security, Challenges, Concerns &
Way Ahead” by Brigadier Hemant Mahajan, is born out of his
research on the same vast topic over a period of two years. It
includes challenges that Indian coasts face and the major
concerns that are going to affect us in near future and suggests a
path to make our country the deserving guardian of the Indian

Ocean. The author has rightly observed
that there are far too many agencies and
suggests a more centralised approach
and control for effective output. The need
to boost our surveillance system has
been well emphasised. The idea of
employing a Territorial Army (TA)
battalion as one of the most cost-effective
ways for maintaining a vigil can be
looked into. The need for a
comprehensive change in India's
security policy is well enunciated and
certain policy prescriptions are also
given. The needs for inculcating
awareness among the coastal
community on coastal security matters
as well as infrastructure development
along the coastal area have been
highlighted in the book, which aims to
generate discussion among all the
stakeholders, including the Indian Navy,
the coast guard, the customs, intelligence
agencies and the bureaucracy.

It is reasonably priced at Rs 600.
However, it could have done with better
editing to enhance its quality and
appeal, especially as tremendous effort
has been put in by the author, in
research and collating the material.
Recommended reading for all scholars
and for those interested in maritime
security

SECURING INDIA’S MARITIME SPACE
Wg Cdr Vikas Kalyani

INDIA’S COASTAL SECURITY, 
CHALLENGES, CONCERNS & 

WAY AHEAD

BY BRIG HEMANT MAHAJAN

MADHAVI PRAKASHAN, PUNE
PAGES : 336, PAPERBACK

PRICE: RS 600/-

38--Book review_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  12/28/2017  8:28 PM  Page 1



Recently, a news
report revealed
that Audrey
H e p b u r n ’ s
m e m o r a b i l i a
went for USD 6.2
million at a
recent London
auction. To my
g e n e r a t i o n ,
Audrey Hepburn

was synonymous with the Hollywood
film, Roman Holiday, not just because it
was a box-office hit, but it ushered a
paradigm shift in the genera of
entertainment movies. Here was Audrey,
who, with her untamed vivaciousness,
innocence, impish smile, boyish hair and
exquisitely tailored trousers and shirts (as
opposed to pleated skirts and frilly
blouses), became a symbol of the new,
alluring feminism. There was something
in the manner she kick-started her Vespa
scooter, accelerated to 60 kmph from a
cold start and headscarf fluttering wildly,
that made her the harbinger of a subtle
aspect of women’s emancipation the
world over. But there were no scooters in
India then, so a handful of bold women
took to cycling for a start!

Shortly after its premiere, Roman
Holiday came up for screening at the
Indian Military Academy, Dehradun. By
then, such was her spell over the young
and old alike that the cinema
management was prevailed upon for
three consecutive screenings on a
Sunday. But what especially caught my
fancy this time was the billboard on
cinema wall. In the background was the
picture of the Trevi Fountain in Rome
(“Three Coins in the Fountain” song fame
sung by Frank Sinatra!), and
superimposed over it, was a life-size
image of Audrey, waist upwards. It
reminded me at once of the stunning
studio photograph of the actress by Karsh
of Ottawa, which I had seen in a book

titled, “Portraits of Greatness”.
This was also the time I had graduated

to a state-of-the-art Rollieflex camera.
What better opportunity to test out the
camera than photographing Audrey from
the poster! I exposed an entire film-roll of
12 frames, with varying combinations of
aperture opening and shutter speed. The
results were better than my wildest hopes
and the photo-processing studio could
barely cope with the rush for copies from
Gentlemen Cadets! The largest blow-up
was 14x12 inches, and one such, under a
cut-mount frame, went up on the wall
facing my bed. For several days, there
was constant coming and going to my
room, till the lights-out bugle.

During a routine tour of the rooms
one day, the inspecting officer noticed
the portrait. And to this
Gentleman Officer, the
portrait was synonymous
with the forbidden
display of glam-girl pin-
ups! The next day, in an
atmosphere of general
gloom, I was arraigned
before the Company
Commander, charged
with ‘an act unbecoming
the conduct of a
Gentleman Cadet’. While
reading out the offence
report, the Company
Commander held aloft
the framed photograph as an ‘exhibit’
linked to my crime. Fortunately, this
being my first act of misdemeanour, I
was administered a mere warning and
promptly marched out of the office. I
could have dropped dead with the
release of tension, having feared
relegation by six months or even
expulsion from the academy, altogether.

Sadly, the Audrey Hepburn portrait
was confiscated and it went up on the
wall facing the bed — of the Company
Commander!

Authors Note
The Company Commander was the Late
Major (Major General) KK Tewari from
the Corps of Signals. Col/ Brig KK Tiwari
was CSO IV Corps & had taken a
helicopter to either Se La or Namka Chu
to remedy communication snags. But
how or where in the process he was taken
a POW is not known to me. I wonder
whether Gen Tewari wrote any account
of his 1962 battlefield experiences; he
was an upright gentleman officer and his
account would be invaluable.
Mrs Tiwari was a doctor (sister of Gen

Sharma, COAS) & post superannuation
Gen & Mrs Tiwari had settled in the
Pondicherry  ashram where they ran a
free medical clinic till the end of their
lives.

The inspecting Officer
was the, no nonsense Late
Captain Gurung, a Gurkha
commissioned into the
Sikh Regiment! His claim
to glory (rightfully) was
that as a Gentleman Cadet
at the IMA, in 1953/ 54 he
was the IMA Soccer Team’s
star player which had
reached the finals of The
Durand Cup, at Delhi.
IMA emerged the Runners
Up. The team Captain,
SUO Mike Lahiri
superannuated as GOC, IV

Corps in 1990.

Commissioned in the Regiment of
Artillery in July 1956, Lt Gen. Baljit Singh,
AVSM, VSM, retired on 31 July 1992 after
36 years of distinguished service. A keen
sportsman, accomplished writer and

noted environmentalist, he is an active
promoter of Conservation of Nature,
more so within and by the Armed

Forces.This article was earlier published
in the Tribune, Chandigarh, 13

November 2017.

A DATE WITH AUDREY
Lt Gen. Baljit Singh, AVSM, VSM
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Photos on a friend’s Facebook post
informed us about the hitherto unknown
Balisinor Dinosaur museum and park
(Rayoli village) almost right in our
backyard in Gujarat! Immediately we set
off to check it out. With a little help from
google maps and the fantastic roads, we
found ourselves at the museum in well
within two hours (from Vadodara). 

We were disappointed immediately as
it appeared to be in a state of neglect. Just
large empty spaces with a few weathered
life size dino models. But such is the
allure of dinosaurs that the visitors
(including us) were eagerly taking selfies
even with them!

We drove up to the (close by) fossil
park next. A humble roadside tea shop
sells the entry tickets where we chanced
upon a guide. Once he got on board, our
trip changed for the better. He
transformed this middle of nowhere
desert land into a land of wonder. We
began to feel terrible stepping upon this
priceless historic terrain. He explained to
us how to recognise the fossils (pink in
colour) embedded within the (dark grey)
stone. He told us which parts were
fossilised dinosaur flesh, or where two
dinosaur skeletons were merged into one
fossil or exactly which bone
(thigh/spine/tail…) we were looking at.
We learnt that the darker stones that we
were standing on were part of the
devastating meteor that had caused the

fossilisation years ago. The whole place
came alive. We couldn’t help but sense
the majestic presence of the mighty
beings who had walked this land millions
of years before us… 

More adventure followed. He took us
next to what looked like the fruit of a
walnut embedded in stone. The smooth
walnut, replete with the ridges, he
confirmed was a fossilised dinosaur
brain! This fossil park, spreading over 72
hectares, is also the largest fossilised
dinosaur hatchery in the world, housing
thousands of fossilised dinosaur
eggs.Though many have been removed
and placed in various locations of the
Geological Survey of India, but some are
still here and one can request the guide to

take one there. The ground is still strewn
with fossilised half eggs with the perfectly
circular rings showing clearly.

Some of these fossils from the
Cretaceous age are of dinosaurs that
lived and perished exclusively on Gujarat
soil. Hence, one of them has been named
Rajasaurous Narmadensis (Raja: skull
had a crown-like bone; Narmada: some
fossils were found on the river bank).

The park was discovered as late as in
the 1980s when geologists came looking
for lime reserves for a cement plant. The
development of the park has
unfortunately been stuck in bureaucratic
logjams till now, but things appear to be
speeding up and most of the area we
walked on will be out of bounds, only to
be seen from a distance. But there’s still
time for that and maybe that’s why this
treasure in the sleepy Gujarat village has
been a secret for so long.

Ms. Aarti Pathak is an Economics
professor, a writer and a nature lover

who looks forward to travel. She is
Editor at Bonobology.com and blogs at

sparrowtimes.wordpress.com.

Aarti K Pathak

THE DINOSAURS ARE HERE!
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Rajma curry is a common dish for most
Indians, but in many parts of the world
it is eaten dry. This is my curry recipe
which my friends like, and it is Vegan.

Ingredients:
� 2 cups Rajma soaked overnight
� 2 onions - chopped
� 2 - 3 tomatoes - peeled and chopped
� Ginger 1 inch finely chopped
� Garlic 2 - 3 pods finely chopped
� Green Chilli 1 - 2 chopped
� Coriander finely chopped
� Oil 2 tablespoons (can add more)
Dry Ingredients 
� Garam Masala - 1 tea spoon (can add
more)

� Cumin - 1 tea spoon
� Turmeric - 2 tea spoon (more may be
required later) 

� Red Chilli powder - 1 tea spoon
� Bay leaf 2
� Salt to taste
Recipe:
Soak rajma overnight, then remove the
water and place the rajma in a pressure
cooker. Add water to cover the rajma
and also add turmeric and bay leaves.
Cook for about 20 minutes. You will find
the aroma spreading all over the house!
I use futura cooker which has a
rhythmic weight and when it catches a
steady rhythm, I reduce the flame and
let it cook for 20 - 30 minutes. The rajma
should be nice and soft but still retain
its texture. Once cooked, set the rajma

aside.
Now heat oil in a large deep pan. Add

cumin seeds when hot, followed in
sequence with ginger and garlic. Sauté
for about 30 seconds. Then add the
onions and simmer and let cook. When
the onions are golden brownish, add
the tomatoes. Mix, and keep cooking.
This can take a few minutes but sauté
every now and again else the masala
could burn. Keep flame medium
throughout. When the tomatoes and
onions are well blended and soft, add
all the other dry ingredients mentioned
above. Mix well. (You can add more
turmeric at this stage, if you wish to.
Again cover and let cook for a bit. These
stages are important as rajma turns out
best when the masala mix is perfectly
cooked. Now, using a strainer (like the
one we use for puri) add the rajma to
this mixture slowly. Don't add the water
it was cooked in just yet. Add only the
rajma. After adding the rajma, mix well,
using a spatula and mash a few of the
beans as you mix. This adds to the gravy

and you get a nice creaminess in taste. If
the beans had been cooked well as
required, this should be easy. If this is
looking dry, it's all right to add a bit of
water. But don't let the dish burn. Now
slowly add water, making sure that the
gravy is not too runny. You can use the
water it was cooked in or just use fresh
water (there are many contradictory
theories about whether the water in
which it was cooked should be used or
not). I use a bit of both! Now, add salt
and cook for some time on low flame.
You may add additional dry masala and
chilli powder at this stage,  as per your
taste. Once the rajma looks well
combined with the gravy, turn off the
flame and let this sit for some time. It is
best to prepare this dish early and give it
a few hours to absorb all the flavours.
Serve and enjoy!

Ms Aditi Pathak is based in
Singapore. Widely travelled and from a
Services background, cooking is one of

her many passions.

THE DELICIOUS RAJMA CURRY
Aditi Pathak
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India's politicians would do well to note that insurgency in Kashmir is the
outcome of a well planned strategy of the Pakistan army, for the past three
decades. In April 1988 - just before his death in a plane crash - General Zia ul

Haq, outlined a strategy for his military and intelligence agencies, that would
help Pakistan wrest Kashmir from India in a phased manner. This was
codenamed 'Op-Topac' (inspired by perhaps a16thCentury Peruvian, Tupac
Amaru, who fought against Spanish conquerors). This was first articulated in a
study by Maj. Gen. Afsir Karim, but found few takers in Delhi. Zia's plan was to
improve upon Pakistan's botched attempt of 1965 to capture Kashmir, under
Op-Gibraltar.

For Pakistan, obtaining Kashmir — essentially the Valley — has always been a
central unifying force (more than even Islam, the basis of its foundation). Also, it
provides a purpose to its military and intelligence agencies, and various proxy
groups that they  nurture. And so 'Op-Topac' (not Topaz as some call it) has
become the longest running military operation of the Pak army.

Gen. Zia's aim was to run a quasi-military operation, in three phases as
follows. In phase 1, to have a low-level insurgency in Kashmir, while still allowing
the local government to function, so that central rule is not imposed by New
Delhi. It would also see Pakistani sympathisers subvert the police forces,
financial institutions and other government organisations along with regular
anti-India student and youth-led rioting to prepare Kashmir for secession and a
Pakistani led takeover of the Valley.

In Phase 2, as Kashmir remained on the boil, Pakistan would exert military
pressure on the Indian army on the LoC, leading the Indian army to deploy the
bulk of its troops along the line of control and into Siachen glacier. This was to
be followed with attacks on key military cantonments and posts along the LoC so
that Indian army begins to ignore the turmoil in the Valley. Pakistan would then
cut off the Kashmir Valley and it's airfields, tunnels and highways to prevent an
Indian response.And finally, in Phase 3, Pakistan will target the liberation of the
Kashmir Valley, by having created a mini-Islamic state in the Valley. This has been
an ongoing process. Pakistan's drive to turn Kashmiris away from their centuries
old culture of syncretic Sufism by replacing it with hardline Wahhabi Islam has
had considerable success,and though noticeable, it was passively allowed by
political parties in Kashmir.

Gen. Zia was hopeful that Pakistan’s long standing aim of liberating Kashmir
would be achieved in a few years and in double quick time, when he articulated
this strategic game plan in 1988, because a large number of Indian army's
fighting units were battling the Tamil insurgents in Sri Lanka in 1988-89.He
expected Indian troops to stay there much longer, but they returned in March
1990, about the time the insurgency in Kashmir finally took off and hit Delhi in
its face.

Being conversant with the contours of 'Op-Topac' the security forces have
been responding effectively to Pakistan's game plan. No wonder therefore, the
insurgency has been brought under control at least thrice since it's beginnings
in early 1990's. Unfortunately, those military gains have been frittered away by
our politicians, both in Delhi and Srinagar, who have either been scrambling for
solutions or are disinterested in stabilising the situation. It appears obvious that
there are too many vested interests of people in power and those who have
ambitions of playing the 'Great Game that is Kashmir,' and it is they who do not
want this issue resolved, because it would stop the endless flow of funds not just
from Delhi, but also from Islamabad, to those who claim to champion the
Kashmir cause. Moreover, once the issue is resolved, it would make them
politically irrelevant.

For more details on Maroof Raza, visit:  https:/ / www.maroofraza.com.

OP-TOPAC:
PAKISTAN’S
STRATEGY TO
WREST
KASHMIR

Maroof Raza
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DELIVERING SPEED IN CRITICAL SITUATIONS
When minutes count, depend on the power and performance of the Bell 429 or 429WLG for your search and 

rescue mission. The reconfigurable interior seats up to seven passengers plus a pilot, features large sliding 

doors for quick access and a 70+ cubic foot baggage compartment. The Bell 429 is ready to serve your 

operation by delivering 150 knot speed, as well as the safety and superior handling needed in critical situations.

BELLHELICOPTER.COM Le Bell 429 avec train d’atterrissage non disponible en France.BELLHELICOPTER.COM
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