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EDITOR’S NOTE
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In August, bail granted to Lt Col P. S. Purohit,
an Intelligence Corps officer, accused of com-
plicity in the bomb blasts that took place in
Malegaon, Maharashtra on 8 September 2006
was widely covered in the media. So also were
the riots that erupted in Panchkula, after a self
styled godman, Gurmeet Singh aka Ram
Rahim Insan was found guilty of rape by a CBI
court in Panchkula, Haryana. Both incidences
need to be analysed to bring out leadership
failures at multiple levels.
The case of Lt Col Purohit is peculiar and

points to fundamental flaws in the manner it
was handled by the military authorities.
Evidence on record suggests that Lt Col
Purohit, was undergoing an Arabic language
course at the AEC Training College and Centre,
Pachmari in Madhya Pradesh in October 2008.
On 28 October, another army officer, Col
Srivastava came to the College and informed
Lt Col Purohit that he was required to move to
Delhi to interact with MI-20 in Army HQ. Next
day, at the Bhopal airport, Purohit was told
that he was being taken to Mumbai for ques-
tioning by the Mumbai ATS. There, he was ille-
gally detained and brutally tortured. The case
is subjudice and I will not comment on the
same. But the larger point is, how did the Army
authorities allow the blatant misuse of the
process of law as defined in the Defence
Services Regulations and hand over the offi-
cer? Under whose orders? Evidently, it was a
case of abdication of authority for reasons
unspecified.
The rioting that took place in Panchkula,

after Gurmeet Singh was convicted on 25
August 2017, left a trail of 36 dead, many
injured and property worth crores destroyed.
The incident and its aftermath points to mul-
tiple failures at various levels. Everyone was
cognisant of the fact that a guilty verdict
would result in violence and appropriate pre-
ventive measures were in place. The civil
administration however abdicated its respon-
sibility and did not act. It was a leadership fail-
ure, which led to a collapse in the civil admin-
istration. Fortunately, the situation was

brought under control by the Army.
Leadership is all about taking decisions.

Leaders take decisions which they believe are
in the best interests of the country and the
organisation they represent. Here, I would like
to recall an incident that took place in
Amritsar, way back in 1959. At that time, 5 Jat
was located in Amritsar and was commanded
by an officer of great repute — Colonel Jyoti
Mohan Sen (JM to his friends and comrades).
It so happened that the unit officers and ladies
had gone to the railway station to see off a unit
officer and his wife who were proceeding on
posting/long course. The son of the then
Punjab Chief Minister, Pratap Singh Kairon,
passed lewd remarks against some of the
ladies and even attempted to molest one of
them. It must be remembered that Kairon was
very close to Nehru and was one of his confi-
dants.When chased by the unit officers, junior
Kairon and his goons  took refuge in the
Prakash cinema hall near the station. By this
time, Colonel Sen had been contacted by one
of the officers, and he promptly sent some
JCOs and soldiers from the battalion, as rein-
forcements, to the cinema hall.The entry and
exit points of the cinema were sealed. The cul-
prits were soon identified, taken out and given
a good thrashing. They were then taken to the
unit Quarter Guard and locked up. 
The next day,  the CM, Pratap Singh Kairon,

came to the battalion's location and was made
to walk from the main gate to the CO's office,
where he was given a mouthful by Colonel Sen.
Predictably, this created an uproar in
Parliament and an explanation was sought
from the Army Chief. The great General
Thimayya, replied as only he could, with the
words: "If we cannot defend the honour of our
women, how can you expect us to defend the
honour of our country?” He later compliment-
ed Col Sen.
Leadership implies acting in perceived best

interests of your organisation and the nation
and taking responsibility for those actions. That
is a lesson we, who are chosen to protect the
Flag, need to imbibe in these troubled times.
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STAND OFF AT DOKA LA

Dear Sir,
A rejoinder to Shashi Tharoor praising
MEA for solving Doklam Stand Off
There is no triumph of diplomacy as the
MEA is trying to project or Sashi Tharoor
is trying to compliment the efforts of the
MEA staff. The real thing to recognise is
that the PM and the PMO stood firm
against the provocations of the Chinese
press or the PLA as both tried to
browbeat India. Frankly it was an
unprecedented stand of PM Modi and
the decision to allow the security forces
to ensure that China did not attempt any
foolhardy military move whereby the
largest armed forces in the world locked
horn with the second largest armed
forces. As far as one can observe, the PLA
may have acted on its own without the
sanction of Xi, both at Doklam and in
Ladakh. I sometime wonder if Xi even
knew where Doklam was or what did it
involve vis-a-vis Bhutan. PLA, it seems,
does not understand what it means to
upset China's over a hundred-billion-
dollar trade with India including in the
energy sector in which 20 Chinese
companies are involved. China knows
what happened in 1967, in the same area
when massive casualties occurred on the
Chinese side. Chinese have only 1962 to
be show cased without what they
suffered in the hands of the Indian Army
in 1967. If the standoff is over, it is
because of the realistic assessment of
Indian Army capabilities and possible
loss of face of Chinese military power.
China after Doklam episode has become
fully aware that she has to deal with India
which has evolved a very different
political leadership and the role of both
the diplomacy and diplomats have been
reduced to increase communication,
keep them open to inform the Chinese of
India's political resolve, project military
power as needed and make the Chinese
aware of the international
embarrassment that they would have to
suffer if military brinkmanship is
continued. I have always maintained
ever since 2013, when Xi unveiled the
OBOR concept globally and started

supporting Pakistan through CPEC, that
both the strategies as non-viable. China's
efforts to use economic power to support
the political ambition to become a
superpower and hence establish the long
term dream of establishing the Middle
Kingdom is flawed to the core. A
centralised single party dictatorial
regime which lacks the incorporation of
political liberalisation can hardly sustain
a superpower status even if it achieves
numerically based on comparative
military balances. India is far ahead of
China in terms of democratic checks and
balances that have been incorporated in
the Indian political system. China is yet
to undergo political liberalisation to
become commercially viable as a super
power. Xi is fully aware of China's
shortcomings.
Having stated the above, there are four
observations to offer:

1. Xi still does not have complete control
over the PLA.

2. There is a possibility that new
pinpricks may occur across the
international border with China
coinciding with Modi's visit to China
between 3-7 September 2017. This will
prove point 1 above. If it does not, then
Xi has consolidated control over PLA.

3. If Pakistan does not behave and
continues to support terrorism then a
series of coordinated surgical strikes
across the India-Pakistan border to
neutralise the terrorist camps before
the onset of winter may have to be
undertaken by India to
eradicate/completely neutralise the
terrorist camps in Pakistan. This may
be seen as limited war against
Pakistan.

4. The PLA and not the Xi government
may like to pre-empt Indian action in
Kashmir against Pakistan by limited
incursion/pinpricks on India China
border. Xi will then have the perfect
reason to start the long drawn process
of clipping the wings of the PLA which
has been a pain in China's political
hierarchy—unspoken and unwritten
for a long time.

—Prof Gautam Sen, Pune

Dear Sir,
For some compulsive doubters, it will
be a matter of sacrilege to laud the
government for firm handling of a
challenging situation. It has become
their nature to distrust the government
on every issue. It is their obsession to
look for blemishes where none exists
and thereby spread negativity. How can
this government do anything right?
I have read the replies given by the
Chinese spokesperson three times. It is
as clear as it can be that the Chinese
statements are couched in a language
that provides them a face saver after
belligerent threats. He has repeatedly
said that China has made adjustments
on ground, a euphemism for pull-back
of troops and machinery. How could
China publicly accept that it was forced
to agree to mutual withdrawal after all
those threatening sounds? Whatever be
the questions put to him, he is
repeating the same sentences, couched
in diplomatic language without
deviation.
Did the spokesperson say that the
Chinese continue to stay in their
previous positions? No. Did he say that
the road construction machinery
remains ready to restart road
construction? No. The whole issue had
flared up only because the Chinese
tried to construct a road and India
opposed it. If that has been
stalled/aborted, what are we unhappy
about? As regards patrolling, it has been
going on for decades.

It appears that Indian sceptics want a
public apology from the Chinese
President and an affidavit not to
attempt such things in future. Even
then, many ‘Not in My Name’ activists
and ‘Intolerance Brigade’ enthusiasts
will find some reason to disbelieve him.
They revel in gloom and see black all
around. One is reminded of an old
Mohd. Rafi song in film Barsaat—
“Main zindagi mein har dam rota hi
raha hun....”
Let us have faith in our government and
India’s future.

—Maj Gen Mrinal Suman

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Dear Sir,
I immensely enjoyed reading Maj
Chandrakant Singh’s article ‘Tibet
Abandoned and the Lessons of Nathu La’,
published in the June-July 2017 issue of
SALUTE Magazine. He writes with
authority and conviction and I agree with
much of what he has stated but he has
been unkind to Mr Nehru. Tibet was not
a part of India so the idea that Nehru
"ceded it to China" is a misplaced
indictment which is heaped on Mr
Nehru, often. Mr Nehru did not condone
the PRC's usurpation of Tibet ever but
stated the de facto situation with concern
and alarm. And that too, for the record in
1954. But, the Dalai Lama’s most
powerful plea to the UN Secretary
General as early as 1950 for appropriate
intervention to check PRC's aggression,
fell on deaf ears.
Maj Chandrakant Singh has however

given fascinating insights about Sikkim.
Princesses Pema Tseuden & Choki's
(Kula) father Sir Trashi Namgyal became
the King when his elder brother, the King
Sidkeong Truluku passed away suddenly
and rather young. He had had his
schooling at Harrow and was a most
enlightened human being.Fortunately
for Sikkim, his half brother, Sir Namgyal
was also an extraordinary human being;
gentle, philosophical and very talented.
He was an extraordinary, self taught artist
and his canvasses of mists and
mountains were obviously of such merit
that he was invited to exhibit them in
Paris. His elder son, Paljore Namgyal had
his schooling at Bishop Cotton School,
Simla, was Captain of the Soccer Team
etc. In 1940 he attended the ICS
Probationer's Course at Dehradun with
an eye on his future role as The Chogyal
but he opted to join the RIAF for war
service. He completed training at the
RIAF School at Lahore, got his Wings but
a year later, on landing at Peshawar
airstrip, the aircraft caught fire and he
perished. I could go on & on but must
stop! Both Princesses were outstanding
in school, attaining distinction in every

subject in the Senior Cambridge
examination. Kula went on to head the
first school for girls started in Gangtok.
India's Counsel at Kashgarh was

established around 1895 and had
nothing to do with affairs of Tibet. The
last Counsel, Eric Shipton had set out
from Srinagar in early 1947 on his six
week journey over the Karakoram Pass to
reach Kashgarh and by the time he
reached there, had no idea that India had
gained independence! Incidentally,
Youghusband had first attempted to
coerce the Tibetan in 1903 with two
battalion force, via North Sikkim,
crossing from Sase La (about 40 km due
South of Khamba Dzong) with the idea of
laying siege to Khamba Dzong and bring
the Tibetans to the negotiating table. But
a la Napoleon at Moscow, the Tibetans
simply ignored his presence & he
withdrew. Now in 1904, the mission was
increased to four Battalions (32, 34
Punjab Pioneers, 2/8 GR & Royal
Linconshire), MMG contingent and 4
Mountain Artillery Guns etc. The
casualties suffered by our detachments
in 1954 were as a result of a cloud burst
and flash flood by night and if memory
serves me right, our Post at Gartok had
faced the brunt. So no cause for Nehru
bashing!

—Lt Gen Baljit Singh

Sir, 
The fundamental is our acquisition
process for the armed forces and Int
agencies has been paralyzed after the
allegations over Bofors, which VP Singh
and Devi Lal also said was a poor quality
gun (Is it?). We have no choice but to
modernise and give the armed forces
whatever they want ASAP. Any money
spent is worth it to a) Deter a war, and b)
Win it if imposed. —Gulshan Luthra

Sir, 
The article on China’s Three Warfares
Strategy appears a one sided narration.
All that is enunciated about China's
capabilities and war fighting

methodology is true but I don't see such
a scenario of one sided superiority ever
fructifying. Besides India, China has too
many and capable hostile nations in the
neighborhood as also at far away
distances. South China Sea, Senkaku
Island, Nine Dash line are just to name a
few which would preclude any full blast
military misadventure by China against
India. 
We need to increase vulnerabilities of

China manifold, both in the air and over
the oceans. Through diplomacy, we need
to shape world opinion, beyond the
capability of China to manage.

—Col Ramchandra Singh

Dear Sir,
At present, stakes are going to be too
heavy for China to embark on a mission
to escalate tension on the border and
wage a war.The whole world is going to
treat them as aggressor because there is
no support at present for their viewpoint.
Secondly China is enjoying the Indian
market to further its economic growth in
a big way. The trade deficit between two
countries is enormous. China will not
like to throw away that advantage to US
and European countries who are itching
too get the market share from Indian
market. Thirdly, India will definitely shun
Chinese goods thereafter and burn the
ones which can be burnt.They have
ruined our domestic industry over a
period of last 20 years. It is felt that the
present stand off will remain rhetoric
only. —Col Pamal Kumar Popli

Dear Sir,
The change in the national discourse in
the country has undergone a perceivable
change lately. The fact that the J&K boil is
gradually inching towards its logical
conclusion as also the results of the firm
stand at Doka La showing that the
dragon is no longer a dreaded monster
have instilled a sense of pride
nationwide. The icing on the cake is
provided by the upsurge in the economy.

—Brig Raj Sharma
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OUT OF THE BLUE

In this era of intelligence gathering and
inputs, deep analyses and
appreciations, political one-upmanship
and diplomatic intrigue, one wonders if
the Doklam incident (if it can be termed
so, in retrospect) really came as a
surprise to the government of India as
well as to the military? If it did, one
would put it as pure naivety on our part
and it is a sad commentary on our sense
of national security. This is considered
so because not for an instant is one
ready to believe that we did not see it
coming. The steady build up of
infrastructure by the Chinese across
from our Northern borders has been
the lever for demanding more for our
own development. The ‘sudden’ (?)
shadow of the Chinese over the
vulnerable ‘Chicken’s Neck’ set the
government and the military
machinery into overdrive to now ensure
national security, which seemed under
threat. The huddle, the scramble, the
raised hackles — we saw it all in the
space of a few days.

Finally, the ‘Stand-Off’ was a great
job done and to my mind it was the
Army’s firm footprint and the Air Force’s
cool projection of the ‘bloody nose’ the

Chinese would suffer that finally
brought about the ‘diplomatic
reconciliation’ rather than the NSA’s
distressing attempt during the BRICS
meet. But I sometimes wonder why the
Indo-Bhutan treaty was not effectively
activated to project the ‘no-go’ area as
the Chinese steadily progressed their
infrastructure into the Chumbi Valley. It
is possible they may have been
psychologically impeded/dissuaded in
their attempt to occupy the Dolam
plateau in the Doklam Area.

China has been inflicting pin-pricks
along our borders and in diplomatic
rebuffs at regular intervals ever since
their successful 1962 escapade in the
North-East. India, in true historic
apathy, has continued to absorb these
inflictions with no counter, either
proposed or taken. It is time we flexed
our muscles, very much like the
Chinese, and project a posture which
will send a message that we are ready
for any eventuality. It is time we started
projecting our strong points and
highlight the vulnerability of China.
While it is no great secret, nor is it some
new revelation, it is a fact that
geographically, India dominates the sea
lanes of communication (SLOCs) in the
Indian Ocean which are so vital to half
the world and are China’s economic
life-line. We have been reading about
this for decades but where is our
political will to project our ability and
demonstrate our domination? The
Indian Navy has been crying hoarse to
beef up its flotillas to be able to flex its
muscles. The sudden surge towards
their acquisitions and further, their
participation in international exercises
has been a welcome shot in the arm.

Is there more we can do? Certainly
we can. The essence of projection is
visibility, without undue intimidation

or provocation. Visibility is indicative of
capability and will. While the naval
ships would be constrained to be
constantly on vigil or training
intercepts, it may be productive to use
air power for projection, just as
effectively. LRMP aircraft are known for
their long forays deep over ocean tracts.
Getting down to low levels and over
flights of surface shipping would help
send the message across. The IAF is now
establishing a SU-30 MKI base at
Thanjavur. It does not take a
mathematician to see that operating
from Thanjavur and/or Trivandrum, the
SU-30 MKI effectively straddles the
crucial SLOCS between the straits of
Malacca in the East and Hormuz in the
West. Exercising the IAF SU-30s with
Navy LRMPs and surface warships on a
reasonably regular basis would have the
desired effect.

It is time to build up our capabilities
in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). It is
the battlefield of the future. Support
services in the form of infrastructure
should not be overlooked because of
the perception of a benign zone of
conflict. Without shifting focus from
our primary army oriented threat
zones, we need to absorb and accept
the new frontier. Let us adopt a Look
South Policy. It will go a long way in
projecting our national will and military
power.

An alumnus of NDA and DSSC, Air
Mshl Sumit Mukerji has served the IAF

as a fighter pilot with distinction He has
commanded three units, a MiG-29 Sqn,

a MiG-25 SR Sqn and TACDE
(considered the ‘Top Gun’ school of the
IAF) and also served as the Air Attaché

in Washington DC. He retired in 2011 as
the AOC-in-C of Southern Air

Command.

A LOOK SOUTH POLICY?
Air Mshl Sumit Mukerji, PVSM, SC, VSM
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At the end, much maturity has prevailed
in the Chinese Foreign Office and the
PLA, who ultimately understood the
principled Indian stand in Doklam. By
now Doklam is a household word in the
country. Rightly, both the armies have
pulled back to status quo which
prevailed before the confrontation
began. Let us take an insight.

Doklam is located on the Tibet Bhutan
India tri-junction but it is border
between Tibet (gobbled up by China) and
Bhutan. However, Bhutan has always
maintained that it was Bhutanese
territory before Tibet was occupied by
China and therefore, the status of
ownership cannot change. China does
not accept this argument and has had
many rounds of discussion. The tri-
junction is very close to the narrow
landmass of India which is the only land
connectivity with the northeastern
states. The area is popularly known as
‘Chicken’s Neck’ or the ‘Siliguri Corridor’.
It is in this context that it has strategic
implication for India. Therefore, any
agreement between Bhutan and China
on Doklam plateau will have to take
Indian concerns onboard. Bhutan and
China have an agreement by which both
countries are required to maintain status
quo till a final agreement is reached. By
attempting to extend the existing road

elsewhere on the border into the Chumbi
Valley tri-junction, China has violated the
agreement and attempted to unilaterally
change the status quo. Bhutan objected,
and India, which has an agreement with
Bhutan to provide support to Bhutan in
matters of foreign and defence policies,
intervened on Bhutan’s behalf, with the
Indian Army moving into this narrow
piece of land and preventing the Chinese
from extending the road.

In the past few years China has been
falsely emboldened in the South China
Sea Island grab incidents. The countries
in the littorals of SCS are economically
and militarily much weaker than China
and therefore they succumbed to
Chinese coercion. When the Philippines
brought the matter to PCA of the
International Court of Justice, the
judgment was in consonance with the
UNCLOS. Chinese manufactured
historical claim was summarily rejected.
Unfortunately, the newly elected
President of Philippines visited Beijing
and succumbed to Chinese pressure. To
the utter dismay of the world, he offered
to maintain status quo on the issue of
these islands. This has emboldened
China even further and given her a false
sense of military superiority in the world.

Chinese overconfidence possibly
made them to attempt coerce India, a
country, which is a big challenge for
PLAN in the Indian Ocean. The Chinese
underestimated Indian resolve and were
also surprised to find the Army’s
response in Doklam. China was probably
also attempting to create a wedge
between India and Bhutan by
showcasing its military superiority to the
latter. The Chinese media and the foreign
office made number of statements which
were undiplomatic to say the least. To the
contrary, India, particularly the MEA and
the Military, maintained dignified
posture and used civilised statecraft. 

Chinese CPC leader Xi Ping, who is
headed to chair BRICS summit on 3-5
September and later has CPC delegates
Congress to nominate 5 members to the
all-powerful Politburo Standing
Committee, would have realised the
relevance of Indian NSA, Mr Ajit Doval’s
sound advice that both sides must pull
back to original positions. Also, Doval
was aware that our military has the
capability to hold firm. It is possible that
this was conveyed to Beijing by Mr Doval
and also by the Indian Ambassador in
Beijing Mr Vijay Gokhale, during BRICS
NSAs meeting in Beijing. Consequently,
the agreement between two countries on
restoring status quo is a sign of maturity
of both the big powers.

What lessons can be drawn from this
long stand off? Both India and China are
big and matured powers in Asia. Indian
establishment has the ability to enforce
national and international agreements
and cannot be coerced either
economically or militarily. Indian Foreign
Minister Smt Sushma Swaraj’s assertion
in the parliament that business with
China is an important aspect of growth of
Indian economy. India and Bhutan are
friendly neighbours. Bhutan’s age old
trust on India has been reestablished.
This is certainly not the last incursion by
China but the incident has sent a clear
message that India cannot be pushed
around. We must avoid unnecessary
display of bravado. Both India and China
should deliberate new methods to handle
border issues in this ‘New Normal’. Also,
with Chinese dependence on the Indian
Ocean for trade, it would be naïve of
China to assume that her voyage through
Indian Ocean is going to be through calm
seas in future.

Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, PVSM,
AVSM, NM and Bar is the former

Commander in Chief Western Naval
Command & former Chief of Integrated

Defence Staff.

INSIGHT TO THE DOKLAM STAND OFF
Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, PVSM, AVSM, NM
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INDIA’S FIRST FLAG
HOISTING CEREMONY

Col Devinder Singh Sidhu

When India became independent, the
National Flag was hoisted for the first
time at 6 p.m. on 15 August 1947, in the
open lawns of Princes Park near India
Gate. The ceremony  was organised
under the aegis of Headquarter Delhi
Area, commanded by Major General
Maharaj Shri Rajindra Sinhji, DSO, who
also commanded the parade at the flag
hoisting.

The parade had six contingents, four
from the Army and one each from the
Navy and Air Force. The Army
contingents were provided by 1 Sikh
and my father, Colonel Harwant Singh,
MC, (then a Major), being the senior
most officer present in 1 Sikh at the
time, was privileged to lead the six
contingents and was also the Deputy
Parade Commander. The contingents
were formed in two hollow squares; the
inner square comprised three rifle
companies of 1 Sikh and the outer
square had the contingents of the Navy,

the Air Force and the fourth rifle
company of 1 Sikh.

It was a pleasant sunny August day
and the flag hoisting was scheduled for
6 p.m.. A huge crowd had turned up for
this historic event and there was an air
of festivity and jubilation all around. As
per the ceremonial procedure, the
parade commander was to call the
parade to attention once the Governor
General of the newly created Dominion
of India, Admiral Lord Viscount
Mountbatten of Burma, accompanied
by the Prime Minister Shri Jawahar Lal
Nehru arrived at the dais. The parade
would then ‘present arms’ followed by
the Prime Minister unfurling the
National Flag along with a 31 gun salute
by an artillery battery. This would be
followed by the Prime Minister’s
address, after which the contingents
would ‘March Past’ the saluting dais
and then get back to their hollow square
formation. 

The administrative arrangements for
the parade and for the rehearsals had
been made by 1 Sikh, which had also
catered for seating 15,000 people on
either side of the saluting dais. Pipe
barricades had been erected as large
crowds were expected. The crowd was
jubilant when at 1715h, the marching
contingents, commanded by Major
Harwant Singh entered the ground.
Marching to the beat of the brass band
and the unit ‘pipe and drums’, the
contingent took its place, the Sikhs
looking colourful in their red turbans
with steel Chakkars, white spats and
black web belts. An unbelievable air of
festivity permeated from every nook
and corner of the ground and

expectancy was writ large on the face of
the lakhs of people who had gathered to
witness the making of history.

At the scheduled time, Major
General Rajindra Sinhji, arrived at the
dais. Major Harwant Singh brought the
contingents to attention, gave the
‘General Salute’, and then handed over
the parade to the General. At this point
the crowds became excited as many
people in the rear, who could not see
what was happening, thought that the
Flag had been unfurled. The cheering
crowds then surged forward, jumping
over the barricades and filled the hollow
square.

The swirl of happy humanity was
impossible to control and under such
circumstances, Prime Minister Nehru
arrived with Lord Mountbatten and
reached the saluting dais. The parade
commander gave the National Salute
and India’s Prime Minister unfurled the
Flag to the accompaniment of the
National Anthem, the 31 gun salute and
to the thunderous applause of the
milling crowds. History had been
created but the march past obviously
could not be carried out as crowds
thronged every inch of the area. The
Prime Minister and Lord Mountbatten,
after mingling for some time with the
crowds swirling around them, were
then escorted to the waiting horsed
carriage. Indeed, it was a momentous
occasion for all.

Next day, 16 August 1947, the
National Flag was hoisted for the first
time over the Red Fort by the Prime
Minister, Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru. Unlike
the present practice of holding the ‘Flag
Hosting' ceremony at the ramparts of
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the Red Fort in front of Kashmiri Gate,
the first National Flag on 16 August was
hoisted atop the Kahimiri Gate on a
given signal by the Prime Minister from
the ramparts of the fort.

In the evening of 14 August, the
‘Union Jack’ was ceremoniously
lowered with the sounding of ‘Retreat'
by buglers under arrangements of Delhi
and East Punjab Area, then under
Brigadier AWD Vaughan, DSO, MC. A
detailed procedure for this
momentous occasion was
planned. The Prime Minister,
after entering the Red Fort
from the Lahori Gate side was
to inspect an ‘Inter Services
Guard of Honour’
commanded by Captain
Balwant Singh of 1 Sikh in an
open space close to the
Kashmiri Gate. After
inspecting the ‘Guard of
Honour’ the Prime Minister
was to walk up the ramparts
of the Fort in front of the
Kashmiri Gate and on a given
signal, he was to press an
electric bell located close to
the base of the flag mast on
the gate. On hearing the bell,
an officer standing below the
flag mast was to hoist the
National Flag. Immediately
after that, some fighter
aircraft and Dakotas of the
Royal Indian Air Force were to
do a ‘Fly Past' with Dakotas
showering flower petals. To
coordinate the ‘Fly Past,’ an
Air Contact Team of the RIAF
was located in the Southern
dome(large Chhatri) atop the
Kashmiri gate. In the
Northern dome of the
Kashmiri gate, an Army
observation team under Major
Harwant Singh, MC was
located and given the task to keep in
visual touch with the officer detailed for
hoisting the flag and the Prime Minister
at the ramparts of the Red Fort with a
pair of binoculars.

An electric bell at the base of the flag

staff, with a switch at the lecture stand
at the rampart from where the Prime
Minister had to address the Nation were
installed. In case any thing went wrong
with the electric bell, then Major
Harwant Singh had to give a signal to
the officer at the base of the flag staff,
who was then to hoist the flag. However,
there was no need to put the second
‘Stand By’ alternative plan into practice
as the bell did ring loud and clear and

the flag was hoisted as planned. As an
‘Honour Guard’ or escort for the
National Flag atop the Kashmiri gate,
seven selected officers from various
units in Delhi and from the Royal Indian
Air Force and Royal Indian Navy stood

guard under seven small arches on the
top of Kashmiri gate, nearly 60 feet from
the ground level. The officers, dressed
in ceremonial, had to stand to
‘Attention’ for nearly an hour. It was a
dangerous perch and to avoid any
mishap, pipe railings were provided on
either side of the small arches. 1 Sikh
was represented by a very tall Sikh
officer — Lieut. Trilochan Singh who
stood in the middle arch and was

clearly visible with his red
turban and white spats,
being the tallest of the lot.

The flag hoisting
ceremony went according to
plan and there was a
thunderous applause from
over a million strong crowd
that had assembled in front
of the Red Fort to witness the
historic spectacle.
Immediately thereafter, the
RIAF made a ‘Fly Past’
followed by a few Dakotas
showering flower petals over
the crowds. After that, the
Prime Minister addressed the
Nation. The historic
ceremony was a wonderful
spectacle as it was after many
centuries of foreign rule that
the Indian Nation was able to
hoist its own flag on the
historic Red Fort. Like 15th
August, 16th August was also
a clear sunny day and the
National Flag fluttered
proudly and beautifully with
the gentle August breeze.
Performance of the ‘Inter
Services Guard of Honour’
under Captain Balwant Singh
and other arrangements
made by 1 SIKH were highly
praised by the higher military
and civil administration.

Col Devinder Singh Sidhu, a third
generation officer was commissioned

in the Bengal Sappers on 31 March
1972. He commanded an Engineer
Bridge Regiment and retired in Oct

2005.
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First National Flag hoisted atop Kashmiri Gate, Red Fort Delhi at 8
AM by the PM on 16 Aug 1947. This historic photograph was taken
by Maj Harwant Singh from a vantage point and is perhaps the first

photograph taken that day.
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A SLICE OF HISTORY:
CELEBRATING INDEPENDENCE AT RAZMAK, PAKISTAN

Maj Chandrakant Singh, VrC

On 15 September 1998, at the
Convocation Hall of the Roorkee
University, a frail old man was helped
on to the stage to deliver a talk to the
serving soldiers and veterans of the 4th
Battalion of the Brigade of Guards
(1Rajput) who had assembled to
commemorate the bicentenary of the
battalion’s raising on 15 September
1798 in Sassaram, Bihar. The frail old
man was Brigadier Bakshi Kuldip Singh,
a former commanding officer, who then
was well into his late eighties. We felt a
tinge guilty in subjecting such a
venerable old soul to this ordeal of
addressing about a thousand odd
officers and men. But once on the stage
and behind the speakers table, the tiger
in him resurfaced, and what follows is a
summary of his stirring talk. It is an
invaluable historical record of India’s
first Independence Day and the days
following it. The account is given in the
first person, in the manner spoken by
Brig Bakshi Kuldip Singh.

“Here I wish to narrate the
circumstances under which I brought
my Battalion1/7 Rajput (QVOLI) now
4Guards (1Rajput) in 1947 from Razmak

in the North West Frontier Province in
Pakistan on the Afghanistan Border. In
1947 the Razmak Division was
commanded by Maj Gen. Lee Fleming
and it had there brigades, one each at
Razmak commanded by a British
Officer from 5/8 Punjab, Gardai Brigade
commanded by Brig (later President)
Ayub Khan and the Bannu Brigade
commanded by Brig Khan. 1/7 Rajputs
at Razmak decided to celebrate the
Independence night 14/15 August 1947
in a befitting manner. I sent an officer
on casual leave to Delhi to procure two
National Flags for all officers and men
to take an oath of allegiance to defend
the newly independent India.

The officer returned with two flags in
the first week of August. 1/7 Rajput at
that time had 50 percent Hindus and 50
percent Muslims in the Regiment. The
Muslims were transferred to 5/8 Punjab
which was also at Razmak and from the
Punjabis we received two companies of
Hindus. At this time, our Battalion had
no British or Muslim officers posted
and all officers were Hindus. There were
two other Hindu officers in the Division
and Brigade HQ plus some signallers
and clerks. At the stroke of midnight, on
the night of 14/15 August 1947, when
Nehru was delivering the ‘Tryst with
Destiny’ speech from the ramparts of
the Red Fort, we hoisted the Indian
Tricolour on Pakistani soil, one in the
unit lines and the other in the Officers
Mess and we swore our allegiance to
defend and protect our country.

During the last week of September,
one evening I went to call on Maj Gen.
Lee Fleming the GOC of the Razmak
Division, at his residence. The Brigade
Commander was sitting with him. This
was tribal territory and very disturbed

conditions were prevalent but I had
failed to carry any weapon with me. But
soon, my orderly Kalyan Singh, a Rajput
from Agra, brought my loaded service
pistol in one hand and a loaded .32
pistol in the other and placed them on a
table in the Division Commander’s
drawing room and said in a tone of
admonishment “Saab, aap apna
hathiyar saath nahi laye hain.”

The Division Commanders guard
had not been able to prevent him from
entering his house. Noticing this, Gen.
Fleming remarked to the Brigade
Commander “nobody on the Earth can
stop the 1/7 Rajputs from doing what
they want to do and they will be able to
get out of Razmak when they choose to”.
Both the GOC and the Brigade
Commander told me “Kuldip, the
orders of the Pakistan Army
Headquarters are such that we cannot
help you. The Muslim troops have given
their pouch ammunition to the
Pathans, Masaalchis and Khasdars and
they are hell bent in ensuring that you
do not take out your Regimental
Colours and silver with you to India.
The Pakistan Army HQ orders are that
no help is to be given to you. We are the
only two British officers here and there
is nothing that we can do.” However, he
added, “two of the senior most officers
in the new Pakistan Army, Maj Gen.
Raza, the Adjutant General and Maj
Gen. Nasir Ali, the Quarter Master
General are ex officers of your
Regiment. Could you ask them for help
to get your battalion out of here.”

I requested the Division
Commander to make 1/7 Rajput the
reserve battalion to the road opening
force in October. In those days, the road
from Razmak to Bannu was opened
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once a week during the daytime. Gen.
Fleming told the brigade commander to
do so as requested by me. He had been
my company commander in the Indian
Military Academy, Dehra Dun and in
one of my reports had stated “an old
head on young shoulders,” when
writing about me. None of my officers
or men knew of my plans, the only
exception being my Subedar Major
Devi Singh, an exceptional man and a
pillar of strength. (Sub Maj Devi Singh
was the uncle of Gen V. K. Singh, the
former Army Chief and now the
Minister of State for External affairs.
Sub Maj Devi Singh was succeeded as
Sub Maj of the battalion by his younger
brother, Sub Maj Ranjit Singh, another
exceptional old warrior.)

We had a barrack at Bannu, where we
kept our stores and it also served as a
transit camp for our leave parties. We
quietly sent all our baggage to Bannu in
small batches on road opening days.
During the first and second weeks of
October we carried out normal duties of
the reserve battalion, but during the
third week, I decided to make a run
through to Bannu. On road opening
days, both the Division HQ and Brigade
HQ used to move to Razmak-Narl, the
highest point on the Razmak-Bannu
road. On reaching there, I got down from
my jeep and saluted the Division and
Brigade Commanders and thanked
them for helping me. On the way was the
Bakshahi picket, commanded by Capt
Limey and was manned by one JCO and
twenty-eight Hindu troops, plus some

signallers. I made arrangements with
them to ensure that nobody knew about
the move of my battalion to Bannu. I also
ensured that all communication links —
wireless and land line — were cut off. I
had to do this for security reasons for I
did not trust the Pakistani officers who
would let loose the Pathans to interfere
with our plans.

On reaching Gardai, I called on the
Commander of the Gardai Brigade,
Brig. (later President and Field Marshal)
Ayub Khan. After saluting him, I told
him I am off to Bannu. In 1943 I was
DAAG in the Peshawar Division and he
was the Brigade Major of the Brigade so
we not only knew each other but were
also friends. We shook hands and made
our farewells.“We will meet at Panipat,”
he said, to which I replied “I will be
there to receive you with open arms”.

We reached Bannu in the evening
and pitched camp on the camping
ground. I, along with my Adjutant then
went to meet Brig Khan, the Bannu
Brigade Commander and informed him
that 1/7 Rajputs was in Bannu and
requested him to come and inspect the
Battalion. “How the hell did you reach
Bannu,” he said. He had presumed that
the tribesmen would not have allowed
us to move out of Razmak. 

“Now that we are here, Sir,” I told
him, “will you kindly make
arrangements for our move to India.” 

“No Muslim train engine driver will
agree to drive your train,” was his
response. Fortunately, I had a wartime
Emergency Commissioned Officer who

had earlier been in the railways and he
said “Sir I will drive the train.” He
trained another officer to also drive the
train. At Bannu, almost all the non-
Muslims came to see me and pleaded
that I take their young girls back to
India for their safety. Against all rules
and regulations I brought three
hundred non-Muslim girls to Amritsar. I
requested that four or five elders
accompany the girls to look after them.
From our supplies, we provided two
weeks of rations to them, as except for
cash and jewellery, they could not carry
anything else.

From Bannu, the battalion travelled
in two narrow gauge trains to Mari-
Indus, where we had to stop for two
days to arrange for a broad gauge train
to Attari. We put all the civilians in one
bogey. Though uncomfortable and
crowded, they were safe. From Mari-
Indus we never stopped at any main
station or town to avoid a general
massacre. We reached Amritsar on 3
November, from where the train was to
take the battalion to Ranchi. However,
at the  Amritsar Railway Station itself,
we were met by Brig. M. S. Chopra along
with his Brigade Major. They were
carrying a TOP SECRET message from
Indian Army Headquarters, asking him
to inspect the battalion for fitness for
war. After inspecting the battalion, Brig
Chopra reported back to Army
Headquarters that 1/7 Rajput was fit for
any task that may be allotted to them
and in addition they were carrying
thirty days of contact rate ammunition
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and also their battalion heavy weapons.
This was contrary to orders, which
stipulated that only twenty rounds per
man was to be brought out from
Pakistan. The train was immediately
diverted to Gurdaspur with orders for
the battalion to relieve 77 Para Brigade
commanded by Brig Usman. On being
relieved, the Para Brigade was to move
to Jammu as the raiders had started
pouring into Kashmir. We took over the
responsibility for the border from
Madhopur to Dera Baba Nanak.

The next day we were visited by Lt
Gen. K. M. Cariappa, the GOC in C
Western Army Command. Gen
Cariappa was an old officer of the
battalion and we were very happy to see
him after coming out unscathed from
Pakistan. The General inspected the

unit and was pleasantly surprised to see
the battalion not only fighting fit but
overflowing with war like stores, over
and above the authorised scales. He
said that he did not have a pair of
woollen socks whereas 1/7 Rajput
stores were over flowing with stocks of
winter clothing. We had even more than
the authorised number of machine
guns and 3 and 2 inch mortars. Gen.
Cariappa requested us to share some of
our excess stocks with other units who
were woefully short of these essential
stores. The very next day they were
dispatched in trucks to the units that
needed them and which were being
inducted into Kashmir. I did however
hold on to some extra machine guns
which I needed for the defence of my
sector, which earlier was held by a

brigade. Thereafter, I was posted to
Fatehgarh as Commandant of the
Rajput Regimental Centre and Lt Col
Guman Singh took over the command
of the battalion. The battalion then
moved to Kashmir and the command
passed on to Lt Col BP Singh. The
battalion went on to win one PVC, two
MVCs and ten VrCs in the Kashmir War.

Commissioned in 4 Guards, Major
Chandrakant Singh, VrC is a veteran of
the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War,
where he was wounded and awarded
the VrC for conspicuous gallantry and
courage displayed throughout the war.

Popularly called ‘Paunchy’ by his
friends, he took premature retirement
in 1977 and is now involved in writing
and speaking on environmental and

defence related issues.
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The infiltration of Pakistani regular
soldiers into India as part of Operation
Gibraltar started on 1 August 1965. The
forces tasked to operate in the Kashmir
Valley were designated as 1 Sector and
those tasked to operate in the Jammu
region as No 3 Sector. The former was
placed under the command of Brigadier
Fazle Rahim, MC. The latter was placed
under the command of Brigadier Ahmad
Kazi. The infiltrating columns were
formed into six groups, each group being
given a code name of a Muslim
conquerer, in a bid to inspire their
personnel. The groups were named
Tariq, Qasim, Khalid, Salahuddin,
Ghaznavi and Babar. In addition, three
more groups designated as ‘F’ Force,
Nusrat Force and Poonch-Mandi
Column were raised. The Tariq, Qasim,
Khalid, Salahuddin and ‘F’ Force were
tasked for operations in the Kashmir and
Ladakh divisions while the remainder

were tasked to operate in the Jammu
division.
Depending on their area of operation,

the infiltrators were tasked to destroy
bridges, cut telephone lines, lay mines,
ambush convoys, attack isolated parties,
attack headquarters, ammunition
dumps and isolated Indian army posts,
take on opportunity targets like convoys
and patrols and to create disturbances
and unrest. A special force called Alamgir
Force, under Capt. Farooq was tasked to
capture the All India Radio station at
Srinagar and distribute propaganda
literature in Urdu and English among the
local population. The aim was to tap the
sympathetic elements among the local
population and cajole them to engineer a
local uprising against India.
It was fortunate that we came to know

about these operations, more by luck
than by design. The first intimation that
something was amiss came on 5 August,
when a local reported to the police
station at Badgam that he had been
forcibly made to work as a porter for the
infiltrators. More such information
started trickling in thereafter, and action
to evict the infiltrators were begun in
earnest.
On 12 Aug 65, the army chief, General

JN Choudhary visited HQ 19 Infantry
Division at Baramula. The Chief was
briefed on the progress of operations and
on measures required to be taken to
prevent further infiltration into the area
and to trap the infiltrators already inside
the Valley. This, the Chief was told, would
involve capturing Hajipir pass and all
areas up to the Kishanganga river and
linking up thereafter with the Poonch

garrison. Over the next fortnight,
continued intensive operations against
the infiltrators resulted in the situation
being normalised in the valley. Most of
the infiltrators were killed or captured,
including bulk of the company
commanders, and huge quantities of
arms, ammunition and explosives were
recovered. At this stage the counter
offensive code named Operation Bakshi
was launched.

The Counter Offensive:
Operation Bakshi
68 Infantry Brigade was given the task of
capturing the Hajipir Pass. The action
was code named ‘Operation Bakshi’, after
the name of Commander 68 Infantry
Brigade, Brig Zoru Bakshi. The plan
involved a two pronged attack as follows:

(a) 1 Para to capture Sankh and Ledwali
Gali by 0500h, D Plus 1.

(b) 19 Punjab to capture Ring Contour,
Pathra and Bedori (Pt 12330) by
0500h, D Plus 1.

(c) 4 Rajput to capture Hajipir Pass by
1800h, D Plus 1. 

(d) 19 Punjab to exploit up to Pt 11107
and establish contact with Hajipir by
1800h D Plus 1.

(e) 7 Bihar, ex 161 Infantry Brigade, to
capture Tilpatra and Ziarat by first
light on D Day.

(f) 7 Bihar to capture Burji on night D/D
Plus 1.

(g) 6 Bihar to capture Memdagali and
Lunda on night D/D Plus 1.

(h) D Day - 24 Aug 65.
Due to heavy rains, D day was

postponed to 25 August. Since the

THE TRICOLOUR 
OVER HAJIPIR

Maj Gen HS Kler, MVC, AVSM
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streams on the right approach were
flooded, 4 Rajput was switched on to the
left approach. The attack on Sankh was
launched on 26 August by two
companies of 1 Para under the command
of Major Ranjit Singh Dyal. Due to heavy
rains earlier and thick undergrowth, the
assaulting troops got delayed en route
and the attack was launched in the
daylight. The offensive was held up due
to heavy enemy machine gun fire and
our troops suffered 21 wounded before
the attack was aborted. The troops
returned to their firm base along with all
the wounded. 
The Eastern pincer on Bedori also did

not go off as planned. 19 Punjab began
the operation at 2150h on 25 August and
by midnight had secured Pathra.
However, while advancing to Bedori they
came under very heavy medium
machine gun fire, and further advance on
the extremely narrow ridge line was not
possible. It was realised then, that the
capture of Bedori would perforce have to
take place from the northeastern
approach, and so 6 Bihar was detailed for
the task.
An attack on Sankh was launched by 1

Para on 27 August 65 and the feature was
captured without any casualties on our
troops. The assaulting troops pressed
home the attack and Sawan Pathri and
Ledwali Gali were captured in quick
succession a couple of hours later. That
evening, a mixed column of A and D
companies of 1 Para, under the
command of Major Ranjit Singh Dyal,
moved towards the Hajipir pass to exploit
the success achieved. The column
descended from the Ledwali Gali and
reached the Hyderabadi nallah by
nightfall. The terrain was difficult and
rain further hampered movement but
the troops pressed on, moving on the left
bank of the Hyderabadi nallah. The
column stopped for a much needed halt
on reaching the old Uri-Poonch road at
0430h, about 10 km short of the Hajipir
pass, and resumed the advance at 0700
hours. They reached the pass at 0900h,
totally surprising the defenders. The
enemy reacted with rifle and LMG fire
from the pass itself and with MMG fire

from the western shoulder, but the pass
was overrun and the defenders withdrew
in confusion to the western shoulder of
the pass. This too was soon silenced and
the entire Hajipir pass fell into Indian
hands.
The attack on Bedori was launched by

6 Bihar on the night of 26 August from the
northeast. While still short of the
objective, the unit, wrongly assessing
that the feature had been captured, gave
the success signal. On receipt of this
signal, we launched 19 Punjab to exploit
the success achieved. The Punjabis

however were fired upon from atop
Bedori and then it came to light that the
entire feature had not been captured.
This caused a lot of embarrassment and
the corps commander was soon on the
line, speaking to the GOC. He was terribly
upset about what had happened. Some
time later he rang up again and this time
he spoke to me. I assured him that we
would capture Hajipir by 29 August 65,
and over a light hearted banter even
wagered a bottle of scotch for capture of
the objective by due date, which to some
extent mollified him. Another attempt to
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capture Bedori from the North was made
by 4 Rajput, but their assault too was held
up. Lt Col Sampuran Singh, CO 19
Punjab, then volunteered to capture
Bedori from the South. The attack was
launched on the night of 28 August and
the feature was captured after heavy
fighting. They pressed on then to Kuthnar
Di Gali and thence to Kiran, finally
linking up with 1 Para on 1 September.
The official announcement of the

capture of the Hajipir Pass was
announced in the Indian parliament on
29 August 65 and all the members gave a
standing ovation. The delay in the
announcement by one day was to ensure
that any counter attack by the enemy
would be taken care of. Radio Pakistan
kept claiming that the pass
was still in their possession.
The next day some fifty odd
journalists from all over the
world landed at our
headquarter and I was asked
to brief them. After the
briefing we sent the lot to the
forward post in 161 Infantry
Brigade from where the
Hajipir pass could be
observed by telescope.
Meanwhile, we sent the
Indian Tricolour and our
Divisional (Dagger) Flag by
helicopter and asked 1Para to
fix the flags on the tallest trees.
The journalists saw the flags
and next day even the
Pakistan media accepted the
fall of Hajipir. Perhaps, after
the siege of Lucknow in 1857,
when the Union Jack flew at the
residency for 24 hours, this was the first
and the only occasion when the Tricolour
and 19 Infantry Division flag flew round
the clock and were not lowered at
Retreat. Also, for the first time, field
decoration for outstanding performance
were awarded to Major Ranjit Singh Dyal
of 1 Para, Major S Kapur of 1Sikh and Lt
Col Sampuran Singh. The former was
awarded the Maha Vir Chakra and the
latter two were awarded Vir Chakra. I got
my bottle of Black Dog, which was
brought by special courier, courtesy the

corps commander.
After the capture of the Hajipir pass,

ring contour overlooking Hajipir pass was
captured a few hours later by 1 Para. The
advance elements of the enemy reserve
battalion, that had been moved opposite
Tithwal, had by now arrived here. During
this attack, 1 Para lost 6 killed and 22
wounded. Major Ranjit Dyal had a
miraculous escape when three bullets hit
his belt but failed to penetrate through,
remaining embedded in the belt. With the
capture of ring contour the defence of the
Hajipir pass, was now secure.
After the capture of the Hajipir Pass, to

secure the lines of Communication and
facilitate the opening of the road Uri-
Hajipir-Poonch, it was essential that the

enemy domination from the Bisali
feature be removed. 4 Rajput was given
the task of capturing Bisali. The feature
was captured on the night 4/5
September. However, they could not hold
this feature against relentless enemy
counter attacks. This was our second
major setback in which we lost two
officers and 26 other ranks killed and four
officers and 47 other ranks wounded.
On 4 September 65, while I was busy

in the operations room, Captain Gurung,
the Quartermaster of 1 Para, who was on
his way from Pattan to Uri, dropped by to

see me. During the course of our
conversation, he mentioned that he was
fed up with administrative duties and
wanted to take part in the action that was
going on. I called up Ranjit Dayal and
conveyed Gurung’s wishes. An attack was
being planned on Ring Contour and so
Captain Gurung was given command of
the company selected to attack this
feature. The attack was launched on the
night of 7/8 September. Repeated
attempts to capture this feature were
held up due to heavy machine gun fire.
Captain Gurung was killed leading his
troops. Having failed to capture the ridge
running west of the Road Hajipir -
Poonch, the operation was switched to
the east. 6 DOGRA captured Point 7720 at

dawn on 9 September and 19
Punjab captured Point 9270
later in the morning. Ziarat
was captured that same
evening. 
The historic link up with 93

Infantry Brigade at Poonch
took place at 1000 hours on 10
September. Kahuta was
captured by 19 Punjab on the
night 11/12 September. While
19 Punjab and 6 Dogra cleared
the heights overlooking the
road, 3 Sikh from 268brigade
ensured that the home bank
of Neelam river was secured.
All bridges were blown and all
infiltration routes to the Valley
had been adequately taken
care of. India had indeed won
a major victory.

Commissioned on 10 Oct 1943 in the
Corps of Signals, Maj. Gen. H.S. Kler, as

the GSO1 of 19 Infantry Division,
oversaw operations in the Kashmir
Valley during the 1965 War and was

awarded the AVSM. A veteran of World
War II, and the 1948 Indo Pak War, he

commanded 95 Mountain Brigade in the
Liberation War of 1971, where he was

awarded the MVC. After command of 10
Infantry Division, he left the Army and
moved to California. This article was

written before the General passed away
on 27 May 2016.
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THE FLAG OVER CHORBATLA
Brig Narender Kumar, SM, VSM

Richard Engel said, “Everyone knows
what can happen to soldiers who are in
front line units.” On 26 May 1999, Major
Sonam Wangchuk, was ordered to move
along with an adhoc company of Ladakh
Scouts to Handen Brok, a remote post in
Batalik Sector. He was asked to reinforce
the post and be prepared to undertake
patrolling and surveillance activities
along the Chorbatla axis. It was
appreciated that intrusion by Pakistan
Army was least likely in this sector due to
extremely difficult terrain. Major Sonam
was tasked to carry out patrolling and
establish a surveillance post on a ridge
dominating the Line of Control (LOC) at
a height of 18000 feet. The LOC was at a
distance of 35-40 km from the road head.
Sonam moved on foot with limited
logistic support and on weapon scale of
ammunition. This was all that they could
carry as they had no porters or mules.
After reaching Handen Brok, the
company headquarters had no
information of any movement of the
enemy along the Chorbatla Axis. Without
resting, Sonam moved ahead to the
designated site. After patrolling the area,
he established an administrative base
and vantage point for surveillance so that
they could keep the ridge line under
observation. Having satisfied himself,

Sonam left behind a patrol party of one
JCO and 10 men with a light machine
gun. With the rest of his men, he then
proceeded back to Handen Brok for
further tasks.
Sonam had no artillery support, no

long distance communication, no
mountaineering equipment and no
mortar support. He was carrying
ammunition only for a short duration
engagement and he had no reserves at
his disposal for any serious contingency.
His men were equipped with winter
clothing that did not provide camouflage
in snowbound area. This clothing was
also unsuitable for super high altitude
regions. It was however fortunate that
Sonam’s surveillance post was on the
ridge, for soon they came to know that
there was a heavy concentration of
Pakistani troops on the reverse slope, in a
bowl, with well laid out camp of a
company strength. They then observed
that a party, led by skilled mountaineers,
was making their way up with the help of
ropes to a location on the same ridge
where they were deployed. Had the
enemy reached the ridge before Sonam’s
troops, they would have had complete
control of the ridge. It transpired that

besides a company, a full enemy
battalion was waiting to establish a
strong foot hold over the ridge.
The detachment commander, Naib

Subedar Thondup Dorje now realised
that his best opportunity to defend his
post would be to deter the initial assault.
He therefore allowed the enemy to come
close to the surveillance detachment and
then opened fire, killing three leading
soldiers. The Pakistanis reacted violently,
but the detachment stood firm and held
on to their position.
When Major Sonam was informed

about the engagement, he immediately
informed his unit and sought permission
to take charge of the situation, after
linking up with his men who were under
fire from multiple directions. He was
however asked to hold back since there
was no intelligence report of any
intrusion or build up in Chorbatla axis
and his superiors at that point
appreciated that his requirement in other
areas was more pressing. Sonam,
normally a very humble and pleasant soft
spoken officer told his second in
command in no uncertain terms that his
men are facing hell and if permission was
not granted, he would still move to
reinforce his men. Permission was then
accorded and Sonam with the troops at
his disposal, which was just about half
the strength of a normal rifle platoon
moved to link up with the surveillance
detachment. He moved ahead with just
four men, literally running for eight
kilometres in knee deep snow to link up
with the surveillance detachment, with
his Senior JCO, Subedar Tshering
Stobdan bringing the rest of the party. As
Sonam approached the administrative
base of the surveillance party, he could
hear the sound of heavy firing.
Unmindful of his safety, he moved
forward, but before he could link up, his
party also came under fire of heavy
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machine guns and one of his boys was
fatally wounded. By this time, the enemy
had occupied part of the ridge, and was
gaining dominance. Sonam realised that
he had to do something extra ordinary,
otherwise he along with his men would
all be killed. Since he was already under
fire from the enemy, he asked Sub.
Stobdan who was following him to take a
detour and climb the ridge line
from the opposite direction to
outflank the enemy. They had
no time and opportunity to
cook food so he asked his men
to just survive on sattu
(roasted gram flour) before
they threw themselves to the
wolves.
He was praying for the

safety of his men who had
refused to withdraw despite
grave threat to their lives. At
that time, two divine
interventions took place. The
first was that a snow blizzard
now set in and fog covered the
entire valley. “God has created
this cover to give me one last
chance to defeat the enemy,”
was the thought that went
through his mind. “let me live
for something rather than die
for nothing,” was the other
thought that came to him. At
the same time, providentially,
Sub Teshering Stobdan’s party
also moved without being
detected right under the nose
of the enemy to a vantage
point. Before the enemy
realised it, Sonam had linked
up with the surveillance team on one
side and his party under Sub Stobdan
had occupied the other spur on the
opposite side, sandwiching the enemy in
between.
Sonam however was conscious of the

fact that his men were outnumbered by
the enemy and were also short of
ammunition. Their ability to fight for
long was limited. He took a chance and
decided to raid the enemy post with just
a section, with the JCOs party on the
other side providing fire support.

Unmindful of his safety, he moved closer
to the post and executed a classic raid on
the enemy from an unexpected
direction. The enemy post that had close
to two sections was taken by surprise and
they scattered, some of them jumping
downhill with their weapons and the
others crawling down to take cover
among the rocks. The Pakistani company

disintegrated, leaving behind eight dead.
Many of the enemy were wounded. They
also left behind a huge stock of weapons,
ammunition and assorted logistics
including classified documents that
nailed the Pakistani lie of intrusion across
LOC.
The impact of this sudden attack so

unnerved the enemy that he abandoned
the positions that had been established
along the ridge at the height of 18000.
Had the enemy known that it was just a
platoon strength against them, they

probably would have held on, but the
outflanking move gave an impression of
a much larger body of troops. Sonam
knew that there was no immediate
reinforcement available, so he asked his
men to conserve ammunition and
instead of firing they resorted to rolling of
stones at the retreating enemy. His men
collected rations and whatever logistics

stores that could be retrieved
from the enemy, for their own
use.
Sonam had no means to

communicate what was
happening in sub sector
Chorbatla. After he had
stabilised the situation he
sent his NCO to inform his
battalion HQ of what had
happened and asked for
replenishment of
ammunition and logistic
support. It was through an
intercept of Pakistani
communications that own
Division Headquarters learnt
of this action and of the heavy
casualties suffered by the
enemy in the Batalik Sector
and of the fact that some
dead bodies of Pakistani
soldiers were still lying on the
slopes.
This was the first decisive

victory in a tactical
engagement that the Indian
Army achieved during the
Kargil War. More were to
follow. I later asked Sonam
whether he was aware that he
had laid the foundation of

one of the most spectacular military
victories in history with no parallel? The
humble soldier replied, “No sir, my main
focus was to be with the men at the time
of the crisis and to prevent harm coming
to them and to the nation”. François de la
Rochefoucauld said, "True bravery is
shown by performing without witness”
and Sonam executed his task in most
simple manner without anyone even
knowing about it. For this action Major
Sonam Wangchuk was awarded the
Maha Vir Chakra. Ki Ki So So Lhargyalo.
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Sometimes I feel that I am a really lucky
fellow. One is then reminded of that old
song, “Some years are good, some are
bad…” Well 1971 was such a good year
for me.
June saw me passing out from the

IMA, barely managing to do so after I
was put up for relegation for lack of
OLQ. The Divisional Officer and
Company Commander bought it from
the Battalion Commander, but the
damage was done when I passed out
very low on merit. That was a dampener
to my aspiration to become the Army
Chief. But putting that blemish behind
me, off I went to the School of Artillery,
determined to break all records there.
That I escaped with a Charlie, was
attributed to the impending war, and
my football skills.
And so it was, that I entered the war

zone in the Eastern sector, where the
unit was doing undercover operations
and training the Mukti Bahini on our
old 3.7 inch howitzers. The war was a
blitzkrieg of sorts, and we were in Dacca
before one could yell “Yahya Khan”
The surrender was the most amazing

occurrence in contemporary military
history, the fallout of which is still being
felt by the bloodied Pakistan. Our
Regiment settled into life at Dacca for
nearly a month, and we were the
custodians of the main military
armoury of East Pakistan, which was
based within the cavernous insides of
the National Assembly. The architecture
of the outside of this Assembly was such
that it was like a pyramid with steps on
all sides. This was an ideal place to
conduct an open air talk. And it was
there that Gen Manekshaw arrived to
give a talk to 73 Mountain Brigade.
“Maine khol di...” was the stunning

opening sentence of the General.
After a pregnant silence he

concluded that with “...chutti.” And that

was received with thunderous
applause.
After a vibrant speech, he came up

the steps to meet and have a word with
every jawan, JCO and officer. When he
came in front of me, Brig Tuli (the
Infantry Brigade Commander) told
him, “Sir, he is the baby of the Brigade.”
He looked at me quizzically with that

charming smile that he sported, then
put his arm around me, and said,
“Come Son.” 
Then he led me right up the steps

which ended in a square space. He
walked me around and said, “Look all
around you. This is a country that YOU
helped conquer.” 
He then stopped, looked at me, and

said, ”Do you know how bloody lucky
you are ?” I was silent, at a loss for

words. 
He continued, “There are fellows in

the Army who have spent 15 years and
more, and haven’t seen any conflict, not
even a skirmish. And you, YOU have
helped conquer a nation with just 6
months service. Do you know how
bloody lucky you are ?” He posed the
question again.
Awe struck, I could only whisper,

“Yes Sir. I am very lucky.”
He then escorted me back and

continued with meeting the others.
Need I say, that I savour that

moment even now, and consider it as
one of those high points of my life, and
of my stint in the Army.

Col KJ Samuel is a veteran Gunner
who took part in the Liberation War.

A TOUCH OF GREATNESS
Lt Col KJ Samuel, SM
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India and Pakistan just celebrated their
seventy years of independence; during
the occasion, there was an individual
introspection of the last seven decades in
both the countries. One wishes, that
there is an introspection jointly of the last
seventy years of our bilateral relations —
what we have achieved, and where we
have failed.
The cynic in us would highlight that

there is nothing to cheer about in the
Indo-Pak relations during the last
seventy years. While it is easy to look back
and analyse what has gone wrong
between the two countries at the bilateral
level, it would be challenging to forecast
how the next seventy years would be.
Given the current situation, perhaps, it
would need courage to say what Indo-
Pak bilateral relations ought to be.
Much would depend on what we

would want to do together and where we
would want to go together. Clearly, three
distinct pathways could be identified for
Indo-Pak relations for the next seventy
years.
Option 1: Maintain the Status Quo: 
The first option for India and Pakistan

is perhaps the easiest: Maintain the
Status Quo, with neither full blown war,

nor everlasting peace. Both countries do
not have to pursue any new strategy, but
continue with what they have been doing
for the last seventy years. Between 1947
and now, seven decades have passed in
which the two countries have fought four
wars and have had numerous peace
processes, dialogues and summits —
composite or otherwise. The four wars
were neither totally devastating nor
absolutely brutal, as had been the case
elsewhere, for example in Europe. Both
countries were relatively “civilised” in not
annihilating each other during those
military confrontations. But, both have
also not been entirely “civil” either, in
terms of avoiding a war path and
converting the multiple peace processes
into an everlasting one. Outside the overt
wars, there have been covert
interventions as well, using the proxies.
Besides the above, both countries

have succeeded in building a strong
nuclear weapons programme and
adequate missile platforms to deliver
them. Though both countries take pride
in the fact that no nuclear exchanges
have so far taken place, one cannot
discount the dangerous doctrines and
counter doctrines involving nuclear
weapons, making the regional
environment unstable.
Both countries have pursued different

political paths — nationally and
internationally, especially with their
partnerships with outside powers —
either bringing the Cold War into the
region, or providing the space for outside
powers to exploit our own fault lines. In
short, the above is a brief history of Indo-
Pak relations during the last seventy
years. Both India and Pakistan, can
continue with the above status quo for
the next seventy years — with neither a

devastating full blown war nor an ever
lasting peace. We can continue to live in
an unstable environment, threatening
each other with grave consequences.
Perhaps, we can even theorise our
situation and call it as sub-continental
normalcy. Why not?

Replicate the Cold War: Get MAD
The second option for India and Pakistan
is to replicate the Cold War and pursue
the policies of the US and the erstwhile
Soviet Union. 
Both countries could give up the

rhetoric of disarmament – conventional
and nuclear–and work towards a sub-
continental MAD (mutually assured
destruction); all that is required for both
countries is to expand the military
expenditure, invest in sophisticated
nuclear and missile programmes/
platforms. And give the hawks a
prominent position in the national
security decision making; from water to
nuclear, they would find enough means
to exhaust this option.
If  Washington and Russia used

proxies to test the other during the Cold
War, perhaps, India and Pakistan should
also explore that option. Why should the
students of international studies pursue
numerous PhDs only on the Cuban
Missile Crisis? Let there be few incidents
in the sub-continent, where the future
scholars read how India and Pakistan
came close to actually use the nuclear
weapons. Or, perhaps, we should
experiment with the “limited nuclear
war” and let the world know, it is doable! 
Let there be few movies in Hollywood

and Bollywood–perhaps even a sequel to
Ben Affleck and Morgan Freeman starrer
— The Sum of All Fears.
Regionally (if not globally), let us be

70 YEARS AFTER INDEPENDENCE:
CAN INDIA AND PAKISTAN LIVE IN PEACE

Dr. D Suba Chandran
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proactive and build our blocs, political
and military, as the US and Soviet Union
did. If we cannot build one, let us exploit
the existing international structure and
bring them to our region. Let us explore
regional NATOs. The above is an option;
the strength of this option, is the relative
easiness to pursue. Let us expand the
present terms of references and intensify,
what we are doing already. In simple
terms, let us get mad and talk MAD. 

Get Pragmatic: Work with each other
Third option for India and Pakistan —
given the current divide and the nature of
leadership and its support base — is
perhaps the toughest; to get pragmatic
and work with each other. The first two
options are easier, when compared to the
third one. However, this is attainable, not
as easily as the first two options.
Let both countries ask independently

– does working with each other make us
more secured?
No peace will be perfect and

everlasting. Perhaps, there are some
conflicts, which cannot be totally
resolved. Should that prevent India and
Pakistan not to pursue the path, for the
next seventy years? Let there be

differences between the two countries;
let them be in different blocs. And let
them even pursue different political and
ideological paths.
Can there be two systems different

than US and China; and US and Saudi
Arabia? Yet, there are ample examples
where two different systems work
together, yet retain their individual
character and pursuit. Can India and
Pakistan pursue a similar path?
India and Pakistan are looking more at

the differences between the two; and also
looking at those areas where there
cannot be a common ground. Perhaps,
both countries are looking only at the
wars and conflicts between the two.
From Tashkent to Shimla, there have
been bilateral initiatives – that did
provide a framework to work together.
Let there be irreconcilable differences

between the two countries – for example,
in J&K and in Afghanistan. But, should it
prevent the two countries from working
on those areas, where the differences are
reconcilable? Worse, should it negate
those areas, where working together will
be mutually beneficial?
Perhaps, what is needed is a mega

project, which can transform India and

Pakistan, as the idea of European Union
brought Germany and France to work
together and take the entire region
forward. It all started with an European
Steel and Coal authority. From being the
epicentre of European conflicts since
18th century to the Second World War,
Germany and France are leading Euro’s
onward march today. Perhaps, India and
Pakistan could use a similar spark; there
is enough on TAPI and CASA 1000 for the
region – that gas and electricity could
ignite a similar process.
Let there be bilateral differences. But

let us also find areas, which are mutually
beneficial and try to work together. Who
knows – India and Pakistan may win the
Nobel peace award for ushering regional
prosperity, well before 2087. That could
be the third option for India and
Pakistan.

Dr D. Suba Chandran, is a Professor
at the International Strategic and

Security Studies Programme (ISSSP),
National Institute of Advanced Studies
(NIAS), Bangalore. This article was first

published in the Daily Times.
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The Legion Freies Indien (Free India
Legion) was conceived with the same
doctrine as the Indian National Army
(INA) and this facet of the Azad Hind
movement barely finds mention in the
annals of Independent India’s history.
This is possibly that their battles were
far removed from the battlefields of the
East; closer to home, where the troops
of the INA had fought and died and
ignited  public imagination as also the
post Independence apathy shown by
the Government towards Netaji and the
INA. To consider the legacy of the Free
India Legion one has to consider both
the Azad Hind movement and the
events in Europe during those years of
strife.

The Genesis
At the onset of World War II, all the three

major Axis powers, at some stage of
their campaigns, sought to exploit the
armed revolutionary activities within
India and aided the recruitment of a
military force from anti British Indian
Prisoners of War (PsOW) as also from
nationalist expatriates. Of this the most
famous was the INA that came into
being with the support of the Japanese
Empire in the Far East.
However, at this time in India,

although the Congress Party had passed
resolutions conditionally supporting
the British war effort, Indian public
opinion was hostile at Britain’s
unilateral decision to declare India as a
belligerent on the Allied side. Subhas
Chandra Bose was a vociferous
opponent to this perfidy by Britain. The
British thus perceived him as a threat
and promptly placed him under arrest.
Bose would escape and make his way to
the Soviet Union via Afghanistan (A
spell binding escape narrated vividly in
the book “The Indian Spy” by Mihir
Bose). Netaji hoped that the communist
anti imperialist stance to capitalism
would garner Soviet support but was
disappointed; hence he then made his
way to Berlin, where he reached on 3
April 1941. In the meeting with Hitler he
outlined his plan of raising an Indian
force which would then march through
the Caucasus and into India and herald
the demise of the British Empire in
India. By the end of 1941, Hitler's
regime officially recognised his
provisional "Free India Government" in
exile, and agreed to help Netaji to raise
an army to fight for his cause. It was to
be called "The Free India Legion”.

The Legion Freies Indien, also called
the Indische Legion, popularly called
the Tiger Legion (after the ‘leaping tiger’
symbol on the flag), the Azad Hind Fauj,
the Indische Freiwilligen Legion
Regiment 950 (IR 950) was an Indian
armed unit raised in 1941 at Berlin. It
was attached to the Wehrmacht and it’s
first inductees were from the Indian
PsOW captured in the North African
battlefields of El Mekili and Tobruk in
Libya. The Italians established three
PsOW camps to accommodate and
indoctrinate them. The Indians
however, refused to serve under the
Italian officers and the experiment was
shelved. The German forces under
Rommel then selected a core group of
27 Indian PsOW as potential officers
and they were flown to Berlin in May
1941. Gradually the numbers rose to
10,000, and they were housed in the
barracks at Annaburg where 
Subhas Bose interacted with them in
due course. From these, a group of
about 6,000 men were transferred to the
Frankenburg Camp, from where a 
lot of 33 soldiers was sent to Konisbruck
for further training and induction. 
The formal proclamation of the
formation of this Force was announced
by the German Propaganda 
Ministry in January 1942. By August
1942, Bose's recruitment drive 
got fully into swing. Mass ceremonies
were held in which dozens of 
Indian POWs joined in mass oaths of
allegiance. By May 1943 their 
numbers had swelled, aided by the
enlistment of Indian expatriate
students in Germany.

A FORGOTTEN ARMY: THE
LEGION FREIES INDIEN

Colonel Joseph Purakel
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Organisation of the Legion
Freies Indien
The British Indian Army, possibly as an
extension of their ‘divide and rule’
policy, had organised Indian Army units
on the basis of regional identities. Bose
from the inception of the Legion,
sought to eradicate any semblance of
divisive factors and built a force on a
unified Indian identity. Consequently,
the Legion Freies Indien was organised
as mixed units comprising of all
religions, states and class.
Approximately two-thirds of the
Legion’s members were Muslims and
one third Hindu and other religions,
including a large number of Sikhs. This
was the first time a modern
professional Indian Army was created
where Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims all
served together in close-knit units and
this set a precedent for Indian Army of
the post-Independent era. After the end
of the war, when the British
investigators interrogated the soldiers
and commanders of the Free Indian
Legion they found “the morale,
discipline and indo German relations
were excellent”.
The soldiers of the Free Indian

Legion were the first to observe and
witness some of the national traditions
and practices, which have now become
a part of our national legacy. Bose, after
founding the Indian National
Provisional Government in Berlin, chose
the ‘Jana Gana Mana’ song written by
Rabindra Nath Tagore as the National
Anthem. This decision of Bose would
later be ratified by the Indian
Government after Independence. Jana
Gana Mana was first performed as the
official National Anthem of Free India
on September 11, 1942 on the occasion
of the foundation of Indo-German
society (Deutsch-Indische Gesellschaft).
Bose also wanted a common

national greeting that could be used by
people of any religion or communities.
Abid Hasan, the secretary of Bose,
heard two Rajput soldiers greeting each
other with “Jai Ram Ji Ki”. He really liked
the sound of it and proposed the
greeting ‘Jai Hindustan Ki’ to Bose. The

shorter version of it, simply ‘Jai Hind’
sounded better and would be used by
Bose as the national greeting of Azad
Hind. This is how the greeting ‘Jai Hind’
originated.
The uniform issued to the Legion

was the standard German Army
feldgrau (field grey). The troops wore on
their right upper arm a specially
designed arm badge in the shape of a

shield with three horizontal stripes of
saffron, white and green — the colours
of the flag of Azad Hind. The badge
featured a leaping tiger on the white
middle band. The legend Legion Freies
Indienwas inscribed in black on a white
background above the tricolour. Sikhs
in the Legion were permitted to wear
turbans as dictated by their faith, of a
colour appropriate to the uniform in
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the place of the standard peaked cap.
Legion Freies Indien was organised as a
standard German motorised infantry
unit with three battalions of four
companies each. Initially, all its
commissioned officers were German. 
Azad Hind stamps in six different

designs were produced in 1943 in Nazi
Germany for the Azad Hind. A concept
of Subhas Chandra Bose, the stamps
were designed by Werner and Maria von
Axster-Heudtlass who created many
German issues between 1925 and 1949.
The Indian Postal Departmentincludes
these six unused Azad Hind Stamps in
its commemorative book India's
Freedom Struggle through India
Postage Stamps.

Legion Freies Indien in Battle
Netaji sought and obtained an
agreement from the Germans that the
Wehrmacht would train the Legion in
the strictest and highest standards of
training and discipline, and they were
to be trained in all disciplines at par
with a German infantry unit. Also, he
insisted that the Indians would not be
mixed with German units or formations

and were not to be sent to any front
other than in India, solely for fighting
the British. He also agreed that they
may fight in self defence in any other
sector if attacked by Allied forces. The
Germans granted similar status in rank,
pay and perks to the soldiers of the
Legion. In 1942, Bose instituted several
medals and orders for service to Azad
Hind. As was typical for German
decorations, Crossed Swords were
added when they were issued for action
in combat. Nearly half of the soldiers of
the legion received one of these
decorations. It is debatable whether
Netaji envisaged that the Legion Freies
Indien (or the Azad Hind Legion as it
came to be popularly called by the time
Netaji left for Japan in February 1943),
as an army sufficient or strong enough
to conduct a campaign across Persia
and into India on its own. Most
historians now acknowledge that the IR
950 was to become the path finder force
that would precede a larger German
force in the Caucasian campaign into
the western frontiers of British India.
This, Germans hoped, would ignite
public unrest against the Raj and force

the British Indian Army to switch sides.
Operation Bajadere, was launched on
January 1942, and a detachment of the
Legion numbering around 100 were
para dropped in eastern Persia with
tasks to infiltrate into India through
Balochistan. This detachment had
received special training from the
German Special Forces. They would
commence sabotage operations in
preparation for the anticipated national
revolt. Documents retrieved post war
from the German Embassy in Kabul
that were transmitted to the Abwehr HQ
in Berlin, indicates that the unit was
successful in its tasks of subversion.
Following the German reverses at

Stalingrad and in North Africa, it was
clear that an Axis assault through Iran
or USSR was unlikely. Netaji had in the
meantime travelled to the Far East
where the Japanese were almost at the
gates of British India. The INA was
successfully engaging the Allies and
along with the Japanese had entered
India and laid siege to Imphal. At this
time the German High Command took
the decision to transfer the leadership
and a segment of the Legion Freies

INA HISTORY
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Indien to the Azad Hind Government in
South Asia. It was formally made part of
the INA. A majority of the Legion was
however only to be stationed in Europe,
deployed from the Netherlands to the
Atlantic Wall in France till two months
after D-Day. The soldiers protected the
beaches from the extremely unlikely
possibility of an Allied attack, digging
trenches and manning guns that faced
the sea. As they waited, they occupied
the town's villas and resorts, many of
which still exist. The Waffen SS
thereafter assumed command of the
Legion. On 15 August 1944, the unit was
ordered to make its way back to
Germany. It was during this journey
that the unit encountered French forces
and Allied armour columns and saw
first combat. It also harassed the French
resistance fighters. In Germany, the
Legion was based in the Alsace and in
the winter of 1944 moved to Heuberg.
Battalions of the Legion also fought in
Italy in the spring of 1944 and also faced
the British 5 Corps and the Polish 2
Corps before they were withdrawn from
the front to be used as anti-partisan
forces until their surrender.
With the defeat of the Third Reich

looming in May 1945, the Legion
decided to seek sanctuary in neutral
Switzerland. The remainder of the
Legion undertook a desperate march
along the shores of Lake Constance,
attempting to enter Switzerland through
the Alpine passes. This however, was
intercepted by French and US forces. At
Immenstadt, close to the Swiss border,
part of the Legion was caught and
massacred by the French army. The
captured soldiers were handed over to
the British Army in Europe. The Legion
was later transported back to India to
appear at the famous INA trials on
charges of treason. Public outrage
manifested in an uproar that broke out
among the Indian people and the
Legion members' trials were not
completed. The Navy mutiny that
followed was to ignite smaller mutinies
in the Royal Indian Air Force and in the
Indian Army that was suppressed by
force. In the aftermath of the mutinies,

the British Weekly Intelligence
Summary (ISUM) issued on 25 March
1946 admitted that the Indian military
was no longer trustworthy to prop up
the Empire any further.

Post Script
In considering the memory of the
Legion Freies Indien and the
ramifications of its creation the most
controversial aspect is the integral link
to Nazi Germany. This has prompted
many historians to view the Legion as a
mercenary force allied with Nazism by
virtue of their oath, uniform and field of
operations. The tides of war did not
permit the Legion to engage in its
original conceived role hence it is not
correct to hold any argument as to
whether they did or could have fulfilled
the destiny that the brave hearts of the
Legion believed in. As a condition of
Independence, readily agreed to by the
INC, members of the Free India Legion
and INA were not allowed to serve in
the post-independence Indian Army,
and were all released before
Independence.
Were then, Netaji’s plans for the

Legion too grandiose for its own
capability? In military terms that is a
definitive yes, for the fate of the Legion
Freies Indien was tied to that of the Axis.
However, in political terms, to consider
the Legion a ‘paper tiger’ is incorrect.
We must not ignore the events that were
occurring in India since 1945 and more
specifically, in the British Indian Army
post war. To consider the impact of the
Legion, it is necessary to consider the

impact of the entire Azad Hind
movement towards the demise of the
Raj. It is without doubt that the Indians
who fought alongside the Axis powers
accelerated Indian independence. 
The India Legion fought bravely, but

the Indian government after 1947,
decided to keep this information under
wraps as it was not thought proper to
propagate the fact that Indian troops
had fought on behalf of Hitler and
Germany. Thus, these valiant soldiers
never got their due and faded into
History. In addition, Nehru considered
Bose his rival and he feared that any
importance to Bose and his army would
affect his standing in India. It is more
moot to consider here why the
sacrifices of these brave Indians are
dusted away from the pages of our
history and text books and
acknowledge their sacrifices towards
our freedom.

End Filler
The only Indian film to mention the
Legion is the 2011 Bollywood
production Dear Friend Hitler, which
portrays the Legion's attempted escape
to Switzerland and its aftermath.
Director Tigmanshu Dhulia’s well
documented movie Raag Desh, based
on the infamous Indian National Army
(INA) trials in Second World War era,
has hit the theatres this May.

Colonel Joe Purakel is a veteran of
the Regiment of Artillery. An alumnus

of OTA and DSSC he is leading a retired
life devoted to writing and gardening.
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ANIL BHAT (AB): BAE Systems has
recently concluded a sale of 145 M777
Ultra-Light howitzers through the US
Government Foreign Military Sales
route. Could you give an overview of
this landmark sale? What is the latest
on the delivery of the guns?
NIK KHANNA (NK): Yes, we are
delighted that India and the US agreed to
the Foreign Military Sale of 145 M777
Ultra-Lightweight howitzers in
December 2016 and an order was placed
on BAE Systems in January this year. The
Company began working with the US
Government and the Indian Army
immediately. We committed first
deliveries of the weapon system would
begin within six months of the two
Governments’ agreement and we are
very proud that the first two guns arrived
in India ahead of schedule in May for an
extensive range firing programme in
close collaboration with the US
Government and the Indian Army. The
next batch, consisting of five guns, will
arrive in India in September next year.
Our focus is on delivering the
programme well and supporting the
Indian Army with test-bed and range
trials as well as induction. India now
joins the US, Canadian and Australian
forces in gaining the superior artillery
capability of the M777. This ultra-
lightweight howitzer will remain at the
forefront of artillery technology well into
the future through the use of technical
insertions, long-range precision guided
munition developments and flexible
mobility options.

AB: What are the other opportunities

BAE Systems is pursuing in India?
NK: India is amongst BAE Systems’ most
important markets. Our India strategy is
anchored around working with the
Indian defence industry across Air, Land,
Sea, Cyber and Advanced Electronics,
building on the solid foundations we
have in our longstanding association
with Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL). We are now partnering with
Mahindra and several other Indian
companies on the M777 Ultra
Lightweight howitzer programme.
Building on the success of the Hawk
Mk132, which has exceeded 100,000
flying hours with the Indian Air Force
and the Indian Navy, we continue to
stand by for a potential repeat order to
fulfil the Indian Air Force’s requirement
for its prestigious aerobatic team, the
Surya Kiran. BAE Systems and HAL
continue to hold positive discussions
around collaboration for the provision of

fleet support services to India’s Jaguar
and Hawk fleets. The modernisation of
land systems including munitions is
another area of focus which we are well
poised and eager to support.

AB: How do you see the Indian defence
sector shaping up over the next few
years?
NK: The defence sector in India has
embarked on an exciting phase with all
three armed forces, focusing on
modernisation. The Government is
continuing to provide a conducive
environment with key policies such as
Foreign Direct Investment, the new
Defence Procurement Procedure
including offset policies, and the
recently unveiled Strategic Partnership
policy towards realising Prime Minister
Modi’s vision of Make in India. Over
time, these will enable the industry to
realise a shared commitment to develop
next-generation technologies and
platforms for India, in India and from
India for the world.

AB: Make in India is now a critical
driver in all defence procurements. As
an international OEM, what is your
approach to this platform?
NK: Make in India has been central to
our strategy throughout our long history
in India. HAL’s production line in
Bengaluru where the Hawk aircraft is
manufactured from raw material is a
demonstration of the success of Make in
India in defence manufacturing,and
builds on seven decades of BAE Systems
and HAL partnership. The Hawk
programme is an outstanding success,

BAE SYSTEMS PLANS 
IN INDIA

Lt Col Anil Bhat Interviews Mr Nik Khanna, MD, India, BAE Systems
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as was the Make in India Jaguar
programme that came before it. The
M777 Ultra Lightweight howitzer is an
important Make in India programme.
We are well positioned partners for
participation in the two other Make
India projects, the Futuristic Infantry
Combat Vehicle (FICV) and Tactical
Communication System (TCS)
programmes. Powered by Make in India,
we should expect a noticeable reversal of
ratios in indigenous manufacturing and
imports. Naturally this will require
investments and innovation. As a
founding partner of defence
manufacturing in India, we will continue
to invest and grow our footprint and our
partnerships, both manufacturing and
technology-based, across our
capabilities in Air, Land, Sea, Cyber and
Advanced Electronics. 

AB: The purchase of a third batch of
the Hawk advanced jet trainer for the
Indian Air Force’s aerobatics team has
been on the anvil for some time now?
When do you see that concluding?
NK: BAE Systems responded to the
Request for Proposal from HAL for a
potential order to supply products and
services for the manufacture of 20 Hawk
Advanced Jet Trainer aircraft in 2013.
BAE Systems has worked closely with the
Indian Ministry of Defence and HAL to
establish a production line in India
where the aircraft is now manufactured
from raw material. This third batch will
sustain these high skill jobs in Bengaluru
and ensure continuity of the supply
chain which also affords improved
efficiency in supporting the existing fleet
in India. As a Make in India programme,
HAL is the Prime Contractor for Batch 3
and BAE Systems stands ready to
support HAL in securing this important
order. This is a tremendous opportunity
to build on the success of Hawk in India
and together with HAL; we look forward
to giving the Indian Air Force’s display
team a fantastic aircraft.

AB: What are your plans for building
your base of local suppliers in India?
NK: Developing domestic industrial

capabilities and an in-country supply
chain is a crucial part of our Make in
India strategy. Indian companies have
demonstrated their eagerness and
potential to become part of our global
sourcing programmes and we continue
to work with them to further develop
their capabilities to achieve their
ambitions. We have qualified Indian
companies into our Hawk global supply
chain and also initiated sourcing of
Mission Computing and Display System
for the P-8 Poseidon aircraft from Kineco
Kaman Composites India (KKCI) Private
Limited. KKCI is the first supplier in
India developed through P-8 industrial
commitments by BAE Systems.
Looking into the future, with an offset

commitment of over $200 million on the
M777 programme, we will open
opportunities for the Indian supply
chain both locally and globally, creating
jobs, enhancing skills and building
advanced manufacturing capabilities in
India. The establishment of the
Assembly, Integration & Test facility with
Mahindra will further grow the industrial
capacity of India. This one-of-its-kind
facility is a fundamental part of the M777
production line and will enable 
the Indian Army to access maintenance,
spares and support for the M777 
locally.

AB: Are you also interested in the
Indian Navy's 20mm and 40mm guns
programmes? If so, what are your
offers to meet these two requirements
of the Indian Navy?
NK:We are committed to partner India
in modernisation of its forces in
partnership with Indian industry. Our
capabilities in maritime is spread across
design and manufacture of naval ships
and submarines, as well as their combat
systems and equipment, associated
services such as training solutions,
maintenance and modernisation
programmes to support ships and
equipment in service around the world
and the management of supporting
infrastructure. We are committed to
share this expertise in the Indian Navy’s
programmes.

AB: The Advanced Hawk made its
debut at Aero India 2017 earlier this
year. Has the Indian or any regional air
force show any interest?
NK: The Advanced Hawk aircraft is an
industry-funded concept demonstrator,
the purpose of which is to stimulate the
market by showing the Lead in Fighter
Trainer capability that can be provided
in a Hawk aircraft. The Advanced Hawk
introduces several new features in the
aircraft - an upgraded cockpit with a

INTERVIEW

26-28-BAE_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  9/5/2017  5:45 PM  Page 2



large area display, slatted wing,
defensive aids suite, stores capability,
being some of the primary
enhancements. Training currently
being performed on high cost front line
fighters can be downloaded to
Advanced Hawk, where it can be
performed at a fraction of the cost, in a
safer training environment whilst also
making frontline capacity available. 
HAL and BAE Systems have a

longstanding association on the highly
successful “Make in India” Hawk
programme which today benefits from
technology transfer around the
airframe and engine, with local build
and in-country support. For the
Advanced Hawk, this joint development
under ‘Make in India’ will strengthen
the partnership and provide further
opportunities for technology transfer.
The aircraft was one of our key

displays at Aero India this year,
generating active interest and since
then flight trials have commenced in
the UK at our Warton test facility. This is
enabling engagement with operators in
all regions to discuss capability
requirements either through new build

or upgrade to existing aircraft. 

AB: What is your view of the Strategic
Partnerships policy?
NK: The Strategic Partnerships policy
has been long awaited and we’re
pleased it is now issued. The policy is an
important building block of the Make in
India platform and further formalises
and incentivises the desired
participation of the Indian private
sector in defence manufacturing.
Partnership being a key pillar of BAE
Systems’ strategy in India; we are
watching its early implementation with
keen interest.

AB: BAE Systems has always been a
keen supporter of Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) programmes
and now the Company’s Act also
mandates it. Tell us what are your
programmes for India?
NK: Our community investments in
India support the efforts of the
Government and the development
sector. Our investment in India in
partnership with Smile Foundation in
2012 was in advance of the Company’s

Act that mandates companies like ours
to invest and engage in Corporate
Social Responsibility programmes. The
multi-year partnership successfully
concluded having provided quality
education to more than 1,000 children
annually across six locations in five
Indian states. It also delivered primary
healthcare services to over 50,000
individuals in underprivileged areas of
Bengaluru city. In 2016, support was
extended to Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
(Clean India campaign) and Digital
India campaigns.
The current phase of our investment

in the community focuses on “Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao Yojana” or Save the
Girl Child, Educate the Girl Child
platform through our partnership with
Room  to Read, a global non-profit
organisation focused on improving
literacy and gender equality in
education. We provide comprehensive
support to 300 school-going girl
children through Room to Read’s Girl
Education Programme aligned with
United Nations’ Social Development
Goal (UNSDG) of Gender Equality and
Women’s Empowerment.
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Ashish Kulkarni, an aide to Rahul Gandhi and one of his
election managers resigned recently. In his resignation letter,
he cited the reasons: The Congress party was seen to be siding
with the separatists in Jammu and Kashmir; the party was
veering to the far left; it was also perceived to be anti-Hindu;
the party catered to outright nepotism and was seen as elitist;
finally, there was too much minority appeasement.In a few
short perceptive statements he managed to grasp what
Lutyen’s Delhi has not been able to and why Digvijay Singh,
Mani Shankar Aiyar and others of the Congress old guard are
completely out of touch with India. It is not about
nationalism or being Hindu, it is as Jay Panda, very rightfully
pointed out at a roundtable discussion, that for decades India
has not been governed according to our Constitution.

Every Indian under the constitution is considered equal.
There must be a Uniform Civil Code for all Indians. These two
mandated guarantees were largely ignored for vote banks and
today, Indians are questioning it. That is why Triple Talaq, Love
Jihad, Haj subsidies and other such issues are coming out in the
open now. Muslim women themselves are demanding that the
question of divorce cannot be left to arbitrary mullahs, where
men are allowed to abandon their wives at will. Why should a
secular Republic be dictated by rules that are not only archaic
but a form of appeasement to minorities?

India at 70 has to move on and by moving on we not only
need to give opportunities to each and every young person but
we also need to recognise the rights of women under a universal
law. For too long India has been living under the guise of a
repressive tolerance. Left leaning socialism with its License Raj
where companies could only produce so many cars or so many
tons of steel led to massive corruption, high prices and a closed
economy. It is a shame that we let go our basic manufacturing
industries of electronics to China and helped them become a
super power while our population remained poor, jobless and
hungry.

It is horrendous that we let the separatists in Kashmir dictate
to us how much money they wanted for peace in the valley, all
the while taking money from Pakistan for disturbing the peace.
For decades, the central government was actually conniving,
condoning and paying for terror in the Valley along with, it
seems, Pakistan! For years our Army and police forces sacrificed
their lives for keeping the peace, while the local politicians in
Kashmir and Hurriyat leaders were paid off to keep the Valley

simmering and the youth inflamed.
Recently, Zaroor Ahmed Watali, a billionaire businessman,

and close aide to Geelani, was found with secret diaries that
revealed his ties with Pakistan’s ISI and funding to terrorists.
The fact that since 1990 he has been using his businesses as a
front for managing funds for the separatists for financing
subversive activities in the valley and was arrested in 1990 and
imprisoned but then let go, speaks volumes about politicians
in Kashmir who grew rich on the blood of its people. For 27
years, Watali was allowed to finance terror in the valley and
his businesses flourished in UAE, Europe, Mumbai and
Kashmir thanks to political patronage and terror financing.
The National Investigative Agency (NAI) is finally closing in
on the separatists but we need to go after the politicians who
allowed this kind of treason to flourish.

Ashish Kulkarni has done us a big favour by pointing out that
the Congress extended too many favours to the separatists. It is
time we found out why?

Freelance journalist Ashali Varma has authored the
biography of her father late Lt. Gen. PS Bhagat—‘The Victoria

Cross: A Love Story’. She was the executive publisher of The
Earth Times, New York (1992- 98). She writes on various issues

including human rights, population and sustainable
development. She can be contacted at ashi.varma@gmail.com.

She blogs at http:/ / blogs.timesofindia. indiatimes.com/ no-
free-lunch/

A version of this article first appeared in The Times of India
dated August 20, 2017.

INDIA AT 70: ARE WE GOVERNED
AS PER THE CONSTITUTION

Ashali Varma
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Whenever the People’s Republic of China
goes into overdrive to remonstrate with
India concerning visits of the Dalai Lama
to Ladakh and to Arunachal Pradesh, my
mind goes back to 11 November, 1950
when His Holiness The Dalai Lama of
Tibet, made the first of his several
appeals to arouse the scruples of the
world, through the Secretary General of
the United Nations Organisation, in the
hope that “aggression will not go
unchecked and freedom unprotected in
any part of the world”. That document
marks the watershed in the collective
political awakening of the comity of
Nations to Tibet’s quest for regaining her
legitimate status as a sovereign country
in the spirit of the Charter of UNO.
However, the world chose to remain
sympathetic but mute spectators to
Tibet’s hopeless plight faced with
deliberate usurpation of their homeland
by the Peoples Liberation Army of China,
all through the decade of 1950, leaving
the Dalai Lama and his people with no
choice other than fleeing Tibet to live in

India, in exile.
The PLA had invaded and entrenched

its presence over considerable territory
in Eastern Tibet and The Dalai Lama’s
appeal of 1950 was a factually profound
historical synopsis of Tibet’s past and
present. The poignancy of that text
resurfaces in the mind every time the
Tibetans in Lhasa or elsewhere, protest
the loss of sovereignty of their country.
The constraints of geography had

made Tibet inaccessible almost up to the
last decades of the 19th Century. This
had to a large measure also moulded
their national psyche of living in
“splendid” isolation. The earliest
outsiders ever received and in fact
invited by the Tibetans themselves were
the “gurus” of Buddhism from India,
more than 1000 years ago. Of course, a
few Jesuit priests had also succeeded in
reaching Lhasa in the 18th Century but
they failed in proselytising the Tibetans
and their narratives of the adventure are
disappointingly superficial.
So, to this day, the world hardly knows

that before the first Dalai Lama assumed
the role of a King-cum-spiritual
authority over Tibet in 1642 AD, there
had been forty generations of Kings of

Tibet. This dynastic line of indigenous
rulers presided over Tibet for more than
one thousand years.
The peak of consolidation of Tibet as

a sovereign State can be said to have
occurred in 629 AD, when the 33rd King
felt self-assured to demand and
solemnise marriage with a Chinese
princes. In the prevalent manner of
royalty consolidating regional power
status in those days, he also took the
daughter of the king of Nepal as yet
another wife!
During the reign of the 36th King,

Tibet’s sovereignty was militarily
challenged by China for the first time.
But this aggression was met and
defeated promptly and carried beyond
by capturing sizeable adjacent Chinese
territory to create a buffer! And as a mark
of sagacity to prevent any future
misadventure, the 40th Tibetan King
erected a stone pillar on the Tibet–China
boundary in 829 AD. On the pillar was
chiseled its purpose, the Tibet-China
boundary alignment and the date of
installation, both in the Chinese and
Tibetan official scripts. Two more
identical pillars were installed, one on
the grounds of the Peking Palace and the

TIBET’S GOLDEN AGE 
OF SOVEREIGNTY

Lt Gen. Baljit Singh, AVSM, VSM
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third at Lhasa.This whole episode speaks
volumes for the unassailable sovereignty
of Tibet vis-à-vis the Chinese empire.
Unfortunately, a few decades later,

this robust and perhaps the world’s
largest lived dynastic line of Kings ended
with the 41st King of Tibet, possibly for
want of a natural, male heir. So, the next
about 500 years witnessed Kingship
change hands between two leading
houses of Tibetan nobility. And for the
first time, foundations of Tibetan
sovereignty were strained by internal
dissension.
Perhaps this is the time when Tibet

came to have three distinct

administrative entities: Amdo in the
North, Kham in the East and Lhasa,
encompassing the rest of territory down
to its Southern frontiers with India,
Nepal and Bhutan. But, there was no
internal challenge to the writ of the King
at Lhasa over Amdo and Kham or any
external machinations to splinter the
country.
This was the stage when the first Dalai

Lama was by popular consent handed
the reins of the King-cum-reincarnating
divinity of Tibet. Over a period of time
the Dalai Lamas came to command the
unqualified allegiance of the entire
citizenry of Tibet, perhaps more
comprehensively than any Pope has
from its entire Christian congregation.
Under the circumstances there was little
hope for China to subjugate Tibet. So,
they conceived a clever subterfuge. Soon
after the first Manchu emperor of China
consolidated his position, he invited his
Tibetan counterpart, the fifth Dalai
Lama as his religious mentor.
Throughout his journey to and lengthy

stay at Peking, the Dalai Lama was
accorded the protocol of a sovereign
King.
At the time of leave-taking, the

Manchu emperor assigned two of his
senior officials called Ambans to
accompany the Dalai Lama to oversee
his comforts during the journey. Why or
how the Tibetan officialdom accepted
the Ambans pleas to be allowed to
remain at Lhasa as their Emperors
plenipotentiaries is a mystery. And that
was the beginning of the end of Tibet’s
sovereignty and the first diabolical
stratagem to absorb Tibet in the
“mother-land”. Tibet’s self imposed

“isolation” was now to prove even more
grievous to its sovereignty. They could
not perceive the advantage of allying
with the British in India as partners in
the “Great Game” against China. For that
would have neutralised the presence of
the noxious Chinese Ambans in Lhasa
and perhaps changed the course of
Tibet’s present history for all times. But
then Tibet simply had to flow with her
ordained “Karma”.
But, the British too were past masters

at diplomatic intrigue. They cultivated
the Chinese and through a bilateral
convention in 1893, they obtained
trading rights in South Tibet as also to
jointly survey and fix boundary pillars on
the Indo-Tibet frontier in Sikkim. The
Dalai Lama was quick to assert his
sovereignty. No sooner had the Chinese
and British representatives left after
erecting boundary pillars, that the
Tibetans removed and erased all
evidence! The British political agent in
Gangtok, Claude White, was equally
quick in counter-reacting. He went and

camped at the site of the northern-most
pillar at Kongka La (lately, often in the
news as the “Little Finger Area”). In a
riposte, the Tibetan outpost at Khamba
Dzong some fifty miles away, had
mobilised speedily and surrounded
Claude White and his escort by night. At
day break, they bodily lifted Claude
White, sat him down astride a pony and
led him up to the western slopes of
Guru-Dongmar Mountain, some 10 km
due south which they considered was
the traditional boundary!
But Tibet’s Karma was indeed

blighted. When Col Sir Francis
Younghusband led the Expeditionary
Force to Lhasa in 1904, Claude White
would witness the hoisting of the Union
Jack in the shadow of the Pota La. Far
more catastrophic effect was that the ill
matched Tibetan troops were so
thoroughly mauled and demoralised,
that soon thereafter the Chinese Army
troops once again intruded and reached
the outskirts of Lhasa in 1910. The
thirteenth Dalai Lama fled to India from
where to negotiate for status quo ante
but of little permanent satisfaction.
Axiomatically, the fourteenth too met
the same fate in 1959.
Individuals may be driven to exile but

for a better part of a sovereign Nation as
a whole to be deprived of its home and
hearth is an unforgivable high treason;
or should be so. In the manner that the
world had acquiesced with the Jews to
carve out Israel, there is little hope that
the UNO and the world at large will ever
aid the Dalai Lama and his faithfuls to
return to Tibet in dignity.
Unfazed, the indomitable Dalai Lama

battles on sustained by his faith in
Buddhism.

Commissioned in the Regiment of
Artillery in July 1956,Lt Gen. Baljit

Singh, AVSM, VSM, retired on 31 July
1992 after 36 years of distinguished

service. A keen sportsman,
accomplished writer and noted

environmentalist, he is an active
promoter of Conservation of Nature,

more so within and by the Armed
Forces.
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NO SOONER HAD THE CHINESE AND BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES
LEFT AFTER ERECTING BOUNDARY PILLARS, THAT THE
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Introduction
Night Vision Devices (NVDs) work by
collecting tiny amounts of light,
imperceptible to the human eye, and
amplifying it to a point we can easily see
an image. NVDs gather ambient
reflected light which emanates when
starlight or moonlight falls on to an
object. The front lens receives the
reflected light made up of photons and
sends it into an Image Intensifier Tube
(II Tube). The light first falls on the
Photocathode tube that changes the
photons into electrons. The electrons
are then passed on through a Micro
Channel Plate (MCP), wherein their
numbers are amplified through an
electrical and chemical process. The
electrons are then impinged against a
phosphorus screen that changes the
amplified electrons back into visible
light (image), which is seen through the
eyepiece. The image will be seen as a
clear, green-hued, amplified, re-
creation of the scene being observed.

II Tube Generations
Night VisionandElectronicSensors
Directorate of the US Army has
classified image intensifiers as Gen I,
Gen II, Gen III, etc, based on the
changes happening in manufacturing
technologies. Generation I had a low
gain and no MCP. Image intensifiers
with MCP were subsequently developed
and called Generation II. Both these had
the Photo Cathode made of multi alkali
material. Next came the image
intensifiers which used GaAs as cathode
material and a filmy layer coating on
MCP, termed as Generation III. The
definition of Generation IV would be an
unfilmed MCP in the image intensifier.
These are all technical issues, they tell
how image intensifiers are produced,
but not how they perform.
Innovations in photocathode

technology significantly reduced the
tube’s noise and increased the signal to
noise ratio which is the undisputed
characteristic to describe the low light

level performance of an Image
Intensifier Tube. The US government
has recognised the fact that technology
employed by different manufacturers
varies, and itself makes little difference
as long as an operator can see clearly at
night.

Performance criterion of II Tubes
The generation number tells only how
an image intensifier is manufactured. It
does not tell anything about the
performance of a tube. By 2001, the
United States federal government
concluded that a tube’s ‘generation’ was
not a determining factor of a tube’s
global performance, and therefore the
term was eliminated as a basis of export
regulations. Consequently, the United
States has based its export regulations
not on the generation, but on a
calculated factor calledfigure of
merit(FOM). FOM is an abstract
measure of image intensifier
performance, derived from the number
of line pairs per millimetre (resolution)
multiplied by the tube's signal-to-noise
ratio.
In India, there is still fascination

about the generation of an Image
Intensifier Tube. But one should realise
that a reference to generation is nothing
more than a marketing tool. Generation
is not an assurance of performance or
quality, says Mr M V Raja Sekhar, CTO
(Electro Optics & Lasers), BEL.
Photonis, a world leader in night

vision technologies, classifies its image
intensifiers as Super Gen, Hyper Gen,
XD-4, XR-5, etc, based on FOM. Night
vision products of Photonis are in use at
various NATO affiliates and are largely
deployed worldwide.
The Indian Army has understood the

importance of FOM and all its recently
released Request for Information
(RFI)/Request for Proposals (RFP) for
Night Vision Devices specifically
mention the required FOM.

BEL Optronic Devices Ltd
(BELOP) II Tube manufacturing
facility
BEL Optronic Devices Ltd (BELOP)—
formerly BEL DELFT—a fully owned
subsidiary of BEL started
manufacturing of 2nd Generation
Image Intensifiers in collaboration with
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and as a Joint Venture with BV DELFT
Netherlands in the year 1994, as directed
by the Ministry of Defence. This was
aimed at having indigenous capability
in India for such critical technologies.
Subsequently, the technology was
upgraded to Super Generation and
Hyper Generation grade with in-house
developments.
In 2012, the plant was upgraded to

produce XD-4 II Tubes with technical
know-how from Photonis, France, and
about 40,000 tubes were supplied. The
plant is presently being upgraded to XR-
5 grade with a capacity to produce more
than 30,000 Image Intensifier Tubes per
year. BEL also has plans to produce MCP
indigenously with ToT from Photonis
once the XR-5 is fully established.
The typical values of FOM for various

grades of image intensifiers that are
produced at BELOP are given below:-

The plant set up by BELOP is a state-
of-the-art facility with a huge
investment exceeding Rs 500 crores
built on a total area of 13,608 sq mt and
the built-up area of 8,650 sq mt. It has a
workforce of about 130 permanent

employees besides contract staff. There
are more than 200 processes involved in
the manufacture of XR-5 Image
Intensifier Tubes and are controlled and
monitored by highly qualified and
competent engineers. BELOP has also
established advanced test facilities to
ensure quality and reliability of the II
Tubes. BELOP is ISO 9001:2008 certified.
India is today one of the few countries in
the world possessing this highly
guarded technology.
This facility is an asset worth

mentioning among the top OEMs of II
Tubes in the world and thus, provides
the following strategic advantages to
India:
• National asset for indigenous
manufacture of II Tube
• Prompt and quick supplies
• Effective product support of Passive
Night Vision Devices with
indigenous supplier of spares for II
Tubes
• No necessity of End User Import
and Monitoring License for II Tubes
procurement by OEMs of PNVDs.

Type of Image Typical FOM
Intensifier

Gen II �400
Super Gen �800
Hyper Gen �1000
XD-4 �1250
XR-5 �1600 to 2100
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The Ministry of Defence has cleared the
acquisition of six Boeing AH-64 Apache
attack helicopters, armed with Hellfire and
Stinger missiles for the Indian Army. This is
the most advanced multi-role heavy attack
helicopter in the world. The Army had
sought approval for the acquisition of 11
Apache helicopters from the US, but only six
were cleared by the Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC). These will be purchased
through the Foreign Military Sales
programme as "a follow-on contract" to the
Rs 13,952 crore deal inked for 22 such
choppers for the IAF in September 2015.
The Army had asked for the transfer of these
22 Apache helicopters to its custody, but the
Air Force resisted the proposal on the fear
that its role would be reduced. The IAF
remains of the view that while there would
be duplication of maintenance and logistics,
there are specific IAF roles like Special
Heliborne Missions and Combat Search And
Rescue (CSAR), for which helicopters are
required by the Air Force. The Army rests its
case on the vital necessity of integrating the
rotary wing with the ground forces in the
close battle. Though five Apaches are now
coming to the Army, they would require a
minimum of six more Apache helicopters, for
synergised operations in a sector.

The Rudra and the Light Combat
Helicopter (LCH) are the army’s other attack
helicopter programmes, which like the
Apaches, will be deployed opposite Pakistan
and China. As of now, while these
helicopters are indigenously manufactured, a
large percentage of the material used in their
production are imported from different
countries, which also includes the engine.
This leads to integration and maintenance
issues, but that is part of the indigenisation
process. The army has a few squadrons of
Rudras and plans to have a total of six
squadrons, numbering up to 60 helicopters.
While the ammunition for these multi-utility
helicopters is being procured, the final trials
of their crucial Helina missiles are on.

On November 7, 2016, the defence
ministry had cleared a Rs 2,911-crore
procurement of 15 LCHs as a “limited series
production” (LSP) order—a little under Rs

200 crore per helicopter. This cost is likely to
rise and would be in the range of Rs 231
crore per LCH at 2017-18 prices. Even so,
the LCH is about half the cost of an Apache,
though of course the characteristics are
different. The Apache is more heavily armed
and armoured and has the sophisticated
Longbow fire control radar. The LCH does
not yet have radar, but HAL intends 
to developone before mass production
begins.

Meanwhile, on 26 August 2017, the
Defence Minister Shri Arun Jaitley launched
the LCH’s production in Bangalore. Speaking
in the occasion, Jaitley underlined the
growing capabilities of HAL in indigenously
designing and developing the LCH and now
readying itself for its manufacture. In 2015,

approval for 15 LCHs for the IAF and Army
was accorded. HAL is building the 15 LSP
choppers at its Bengaluru helicopter
complex. However, the Army has committed
to ordering 114 LCHs, and the air force
another 65, which could be built at an
upcoming helicopter production facility in
Tumkur.

The LCH has been custom designed to
provide fire support to the Army in the
mountains at altitudes as high as 6,000
metres (almost 20,000 feet).At these
rarefied altitudes, where the shortage of
oxygen prevents troops from carrying heavy
weapons into battle, the LCH can provide
crucial fire support with its 20-millimetre
turret gun, 70-millimetre rockets and, to be
incorporated later, a guided missile.
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MRSAMs FOR THE ARMY
The Indian Army will likely get an advanced medium-range surface
to air missile (MRSAM) system by 2020, with the capability to
engage ballistic missiles, fighter jets and attack helicopters from a
range of around 70 km.The missile system will be produced by
DRDO in collaboration with the Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) and
will be capable of shooting down enemy ballistic missiles, aircraft,
helicopters, drones, surveillance aircraft and AWACS (Airborne
Warning and Control Systems) aircraft. DRDO has signed a deal
worth Rs 17,000 crore with the IAI for this ambitious project. As of
now, MRSAMs are only available with the Indian Air Force and the
Navy. The MRSAM for Army's Air Defence is an advanced all
weather, 360 degree mobile land based theatre air defence system
capable of providing air defence to critical areas against a wide
variety of threats in a combat zone. The army has been pressing the
government for this capability, considering the evolving security
challenges. The first set of missile system will be ready in the next
three years.

NAVY GETS LONG RANGE
SAMs
The Raksha Mantri, Shri Arun Jaitley handed over long range surface
to air missile (LRSAM) to the Indian Navy in Hyderabad on 27
August 2017, at Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL), Kanchanbagh.

LRSAM is an advanced combat suit for missile defence against air
targets and missiles and includes air & surface surveillance, threat
alert and fire control. LRSAM is a DRDO-IAI (Defence Research &
Development Organisation-Israeli Aircraft Industries) Joint
Development Contract with defined work-share.BDL is the Missile
Production Agency to deliver and support the Indian Armed Forces in
country’s Defence preparedness. The missile is same for Tri Services
viz., Navy, Air Force and Army. At BDLs Bhanur Unit, Shri Arun
Jaitley, inaugurated the ASTRA Manufacturing Facility. Astra weapon
system is an indigenously developed Air-to-Air beyond Visual Range
(BVR) missile developed by DRDO.It comprises of Astra Launcher
and Astra Missile. It is designed as a BVR missile with a range of
110 Km in head-on mode and 20 Km in tail-chase mode. BVR
missiles are the latest in the air to air combat. BDL has been
designated as the lead integrator by DRDO.

SAFARI STORME REPLACES
MARUTI GYPSY
Tata Motors Ltd has signed a contract for supply of 3,192 units of
the Safari Storme GS 800 4x4 to the Indian armed forces under
a new category of vehicles called General Service 800. The
Storme will replace the iconic Maruti Gypsy fleet in the 4x4 light
vehicle category. Over 35,000 Gypsies are due for replacement in
the coming years. Earlier, The Ministry of Defence had floated a
price request for vehicles with three basic criteria — minimum
payload capacity of 800 kilograms, hard roofs and air-
conditioning. Developed indigenously, the Storme 4x4 has
completed a total trial duration of 15 months in various terrains
across the country. The BSF has ordered over 500 Tata Xenon 4x4
vehicles to be used for patrolling the borders, once again replacing
the Maruti Gypsy in a phased manner.The first replacements
commenced in Rajasthan.
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Xinjiang presents a classical example of the synthesis of
different cultures — Chinese, Indian, Persian and Turkish,
and different religions — ancient nature worship, Buddhism
and Islam. This rich and composite cultural heritage was
cemented by the ideological and religious force of Buddhism
and Islam and by aristocratic lineages of Chinese, Kushans,
Arabs, Turks, Mongols and others, by the high mobility of
statesman, scholars, divines, artisans, craftsman and traders.
The movement of trade and ideas and the reciprocal cultural
influences enriched the horizons of human development and
left a deep imprint on the political,
economic and social life in the entire
region.
It was under the Qings (1644-1911

AD) that Xinjiang was finally
absorbed within the Chinese
empire, a process which was gradual
but continuous. The Qings pursued
a calculated policy of military
conquest, demographic expansion,
political manoeuvring and trade
concessions as the means to
preserve their territorial gains.
Referred to by noted American
scholar Owen Lattimore, as the
‘pivot of Asia’, Xinjiang is China’s
declared core strategic area, where it
brooks no international
interferences in its internal affairs.
In 2009, Chinese authorities had

to use strong-arm methods to put
down a serious burst of Islamist
militancy among the secessionist
Uyghur population of Xinjiang,
which abuts Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (POK). For over a decade,
Beijing’s chosen instruments to cope
with the unrest among the Uyghur
Muslims have been transplanting
the Han population from the rest of
the country into Xinjiang with a view
to changing the ethnic balance and
intensification of diplomacy with
Islamic neighbours.
Pakistan had an important role in

this. A long time recipient of Chinese
largesse in a variety of ways,
including the development of civilian

and military nuclear facilities, Islamabad is no less than sort of
vassal state to China. Chinese Defence Minister Liang
Guonglie, who visited Pakistan on 24 May 2010, worked out an
intelligence-sharing mechanism with Pakistan to deal with
terrorism. While China seeks Pakistan government’s support to
fight Uyghur separatists, it remains to be seen how sincere or
effective that support will be, given Pakistan army’s long-
standing linkages with leading Pakistani terrorist groups, which
are bound to have some contacts/connections with Uyghurs.
When terrorist violence erupted in Xinjiang’s cities of

Kashgar and Khotan, Chinese once
again sought to crush it with an iron
hand. But this time around, there
was a difference. Local authorities
insinuated  that the terrorists had
been trained in a “neighbouring
foreign territory”. Although
Pakistan was not named, there was
little doubt who they meant.
While China has been

consistently opposing efforts by
India and even the US in
blacklisting Pakistani terrorist
leaders, it will be well advised to
take a close look at those same
leaders’ links with Uyghur
separatists. India too must persist
in urging China to do the same and
keep bringing up Pakistan’s role in
its dialogues with China and at the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation forum. Also, India, in
dealing with the deteriorating
situation in Kashmir Valley, which
amounts to only 15 percent of
Jammu and Kashmir, must learn
from China’s security arrangements
for Xinjiang.
The book’s sixteen chapters

covering various aspects, written by
K. Warikoo, Ji Zhen Tu, Qiu Yonghui,
K.R. Sharma, Debasish Chaudhuri,
Natalia Ablazhe, Kh. Umarov, 
A.M. Yessengaliyeva, S.B. Kozhirova,
Evgney Vodichev, Chen Xi, Wang
Jianming, Wang Qinji and 
Fu Jen-Kun, make it valuable for
reference.

A FRONTIER IN TURMOIL
Lt Col Anil Bhat

XINJIANG-CHINA’S
NORTHWEST FRONTIER

EDITED BY K. WARIKOO
ROUTLEDGE, TAYLOR AND FRANCIS
GROUP, LONDON AND NEW YORK

PAGES: 212 (HARDBACK)
PRICE: £ 90.00
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VETERANS ALERT

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR VETERANS

Payment of Arrears of Family
Pension in the Absence of any
Valid Nomination
After the death of Armed Forces
Pensioner, all money payable to the
pensioner, the estate of deceased
pensioner may be paid to his/her
nominee. In the absence of nomination
made by Armed Forces Pensioner, the
arrears of his/her pension are paid as
per the “Will”.If such “Will” has not
been made, the arrears of his/her
pension are paid under the order of the
Pension Disbursing Authority if amount
of arrears of pension does not exceed Rs
25,000, provided he is otherwise
satisfied about the right of claimant. If
gross amount exceed Rs 25,000, under
the order of PCDA(Pension) on
execution of an Indemnity Bond in
Form IAFA-642 for payment with such
sureties as may be deemed necessary
and accepted. In case of doubt and also
in cases where the amount of arrears
exceeds Rs 250,000, payment shall be
made only to the person producing the
legal authority.  Ministry of Defence,
Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare
letter No. 1(10)2013-D(Pen/Policy)
dated 29 Aug 2017 refers. 

Modification of Procedure for
Procurement of Drugs and
Consumables for ECHS
In all stations with ECXHS Polyclinics
local medical stores/chemists will be
empanelled for supply of Not Available,
emergent, life saving essential drugs on
as required basis. The empanelment of
local medical stores/chemists will be
done by a Board of Officers constituted
by the Station Commander and will
invite Tenders through Advertisement
in the local press. The monetary ceiling
for expenditure are enhanced for type A
and B Polyclinics Rs 2.5 lakhs per
month, type C Polyclinic Rs 1.5 lakh per
month and type D Polyclinic Rs 1 lakh
per month. Any expenditure above this
limit will be approved by CO, ECHS and
he may re-appropriate the required

funds from the other Polyclinic, if
required. Ministry of Defence letter No.
10(3)/2016/FIN/Pen dated 03 Aug 2017
refers.

Grant of Fixed Medical
Allowance (FMA)
Ex-servicemen who retired on or after
01 Apr 2003 have to become member of
ECHS compulsorily and are not eligible
to draw Fixed Medical Allowance.   It is
applicable only in such cases, where the
date of retirement is prior to 01 Apr
2003 and who had opted not to avail
medical facilities at OPD of Armed
Forces Hospital/MI room and are not
member of ECHS. These orders will
take effect from 01 Jul 2017. Ministry of
Defence, Department of Ex-servicemen
Welfare letter No. 1(10)2009-
D(Pen/Policy) dated 29 Aug 2017 refers.

Grant of Disability Elements to
Armed Forces Personnel who
were retained in Service Despite
Disability Attributable to or
Aggravated by Military Service
and Subsequently Proceeded on
Premature/ Voluntary
retirement Prior to 01.01.2006
Armed Forces Personnel were not being
allowed disability elements/war injury
elements in terms of MoD letter
16(05)/2008/D(Pen/Policy) dated 29
Sep 2009 but now as per ministry’s
letter No. 16(05)/2008/D
(Pension/Policy) dated 19 May 2017 all
pre 2006 Armed Forces personnel who
were retained in service despite
disability and retired voluntarily or
otherwise will be allowed disability
element/war injury element in addition
to retiring pension. Records offices will
submit affected cases to the PSA
alongwith copy of Medical Board
Proceedings. Whether Lump-sum
compensation in lieu was paid; has to
be confirmed first and sanction as per
MoD letter No. 4684/Dir(Pen)/2001
dated 14 Aug 2001 has to be issued by
Service HQ.

Hony Capt Baldev Singh
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The period from January to July 2017 has
been marked by the elimination of large
number of terrorists, raising the tally to
over 120 terrorists and at long last, the
apprehension of the separatists’
henchmen involved in funding and
organising terrorist and stone-
pelting/heckling activities. Northern
Army Commander, Lt Gen. Devraj Anbu
attended the ‘Kargil Vijay Diwas’

ceremony at Drass, to honour the martyrs and interacted with
some of their families and other war heroes present. Speaking to
media at Drass, he assured that a Kargil-like situation will not be
allowed to happen again and that the troops are totally prepared
to meet any eventuality.
Regarding the overall security situation in the Kashmir Valley,

Lt Gen Anbu said it was because of the close coordination of the
Army and all related organisations/agencies that security forces
eliminated 36 terrorists, including some self-styled
commanders in the Valley during the past three months. He
added that relations between the people in Kashmir and Indian
Army were strengthening day by day and as a result, more than
14,500 students are getting education in 45 Army Goodwill
Schools all over Jammu and Kashmir. “This has helped more
than 1,000 local youths to get employment,” he said. Without
naming China, he said, the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in the
Western Ladakh is disputed as it has not been demarcated yet.
Also present was GOC 14 Corps, Lt Gen. P. J. S. Pannu. 
A comparison of ceasefire violations, infiltration bids and

casualties in 2016 and 2017, all till end of July, is relevant. There
were 248 violations in 2016 and 368 in 2017. In both years till
July, 20 terrorists each were eliminated. 40 infiltration attempts
were foiled by Army in 2016 and 19 in 2017. Terrorists killed
during infiltration attempts were 55 in 2016 and 54 in 2017.
Personnel of Army and Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPF)
martyred in 2016 were 61 and 35
whereas in 2017, there have
been 40 and 18 so far.
100,000 Army and CAPF

personnel were deployed for
vigil over the Amarnath Yatra,
which can be considered to
have been successfully
conducted for almost 300,000
pilgrims. The dastardly terrorist
attack on a bus on 11 July 2017,
killing seven Gujarati women
and children and injuring

nineteen others succeeded only because that bus did not join
the protected convoy. Despite the desperation of Pak army/ISI,
one basic reason for the turning of the tide this year is the public
in the Valley becoming sick of terrorism and violence. The
successes of Army and other SFs have come about mainly
through reliable and timely human intelligence. The same
populace subjected to radicalisation appears to be disgusted
and have been readily sharing information of the whereabouts
of terrorists.
The other front attacked at long last by New Delhi is that of

the separatists. On 17 August 2017, National Investigation
Agency (NIA), arrested Zahoor Ahmad Shah Watali in
connection with a case pertaining to funding of terrorist and
separatist activities in Jammu & Kashmir. Earlier, on 24 July
2017, Altaf Ahmed Shah, the son-in-law of hardline separatist
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani, was arrested along with six more
separatists by NIA in connection with its probe into the funding
of terror and subversive activities in the Kashmir Valley. Altaf
Ahmed Shah, popularly known as Altaf Fantoosh, was in the
custody of the Jammu and Kashmir Police, who had put him in
preventive detention immediately after Eid. Also arrested were
Geelani's close aides, Tehreek-e-Hurriyat spokesman Ayaz
Akbar and Peer Saifullah and yet earlier, Shahid-ul-Islam,
spokesman of the “moderate” Hurriyat Conference led by
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq. The others arrested are Mehrajuddin
Kalwal and Nayeem Khan (of the Hurriyat's Geelani faction) and
Farooq Ahmed Dar alias 'Bitta Karate'. The houses of those
arrested had been raided by NIA. Shah is perceived as an
influential force in the Tehrek-e-Hurriyat. The NIA had
recovered account books, Rs 2 crore in cash and letterheads of
banned terror groups, including the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba and
Hizbul Mujahideen from the raids. However, it is reiterated that
terrorism in Kashmir Valley can only be curbed completely by
nabbing all the separatists and keeping them well away from
that region.

J&K: MAINTAIN THE MOMENTUM
Lt Col Anil Bhat
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I don’t have a sister so no one’s ever tied
a rakhi on my wrist.

Except for once. I had recently been
commissioned as a 2/Lt in a battalion of
the Rajput Regiment deployed on the LC
in J&K. One morning I was summoned
by the Adjutant. I entered his office
apprehensively, wondering if I’d done
anything wrong. After all, the Adjutant is
responsible for maintaining discipline
in a unit. He acknowledged my salute
with a brief nod of the head. It took him
a while to look up from the bumf on his
desk. We’re releasing you in the wild, he
said, smiling at his own joke. I stared at
him in consternation. What was he on
about? Never mind, I said to myself, all
will be revealed in the fullness of time.
The Adjutant got up and led me to the

wall opposite him, where he drew back a
curtain to reveal an operational map of
our area of responsibility. The location
of our units and formation HQ, as well
as those of the enemy, were marked in
blue and red respectively.

“You will lead a long range patrol of
ten men in this area”, he said, sweeping
his hand over a wide expanse of land.

Gosh, so that’s what it was all about!
“Your march will begin here, near the
unit rear, and end here on the Akhnur
— Rajauri Road,” he continued, placing
his forefinger on two spots on the map.
“You will report your arrival at various
points on the way, to help us keep track
of your progress. I shall give you the grid
references and code words you need, in
a minute. Apart from that, you will
observe radio silence, unless you wish
to report an emergency. The whole
thing should take you about five days.

Needless to say, you will be self
contained for the duration. At the finish
point you will find a 3 ton vehicle that
will bring you back to the unit. The aim
of the LRP is to give you practice in
exercising independent command of a
sub unit, however small it may be. You
may select the members of your patrol
from your platoon. You will carry your
personal weapons and on weapon scale
of ammunition. Have an early lunch
and leave for the battalion rear, where
the Quarter Master (QM) will provide
you with all your administrative
requirements. In case you need
anything more, don’t hesitate to ask
him. You should start out first thing
tomorrow morning. Do you have any
questions?”

I didn’t have any, for the excellent
reason that I hadn’t yet fully
comprehended the complexities and

RAKHI IN KASHMIR
Col Arun Sarkar
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implications of my impending task.
“Right then, the CO will have a word
with you now.”

“The CO!” I asked in alarm.
“There’s nothing to worry about”,

said the Adjutant. “You are barely out of
your teens and still wet behind the ears.
The “old man” would like to assure
himself that you will be fine.”

I entered the CO’s office, saluted and
stood rigidly to attention.

“Relax, my boy,” he said, “take a seat”.
I sat down gingerly on the edge of a

chair.
“Right then,” he began, “look after

your men, arms, ammunition,
equipment and yourself. While on
patrol, do terrain analysis and note
down anything important or useful. The
area is hilly and thickly forested, so
don’t move after dark. I don’t want
anyone falling down and injuring
themselves. You can ‘harbour’ for the
night at a suitable place.”

There was no insurgency in Kashmir
then, but the CO rightly insisted that I
observe all security precautions during
the LRP. He advised me to move
tactically and follow battle drills as
though I were in enemy territory. After
he’d dismissed me, I selected my team,
got our stuff together and left for the
rear. We embarked on our LRP the next
morning at the crack of dawn. At the
end of the first day’s march, we went
into harbour and had dinner. I was
offered a plate of rice and vegetables.
After the first mouthful, I felt as though
my mouth was on fire.

“Are you all right, sahib”? asked one
of my jawans anxiously.

“I think so, I’m still breathing,” I said,
wiping the tears from my face.

My benefactor rounded on the
others and shouted, “I told you not to
use “tadka”! Sahabs don’t eat tadka. I
know, I’ve worked in the Officers’ Mess.
They eat bread and jam, without
chillies, and things like soup and
pudding”.

I suppressed a smile and said, “It’s all
right. Cook the way you want to. Just
take out a little bit for me before you
add the bomb… I mean, the tadka".

The next afternoon we reported to an
infantry battalion on the Line of Control
(LC), as scheduled. We climbed up a
steep hill to a forward company locality,
from where we were shown the enemy
positions. The Adjutant pressed me to
have lunch with them but I declined
politely as we were running late.

On the third evening, at the end of the
day’s march, we halted in the open,
some 500 yards from a village. I disposed
my men in a defensive position and
made out a sentry duty roster that
included myself. Once again, this led to
protests from my chaps, who said it was
undignified for an officer to do this kind
of work. I reminded them I’d already
done it during the two previous nights.
There weren’t enough of us to go round
so we all had to pitch in. A little while
later the village headman and a few
others came to meet us. They asked us to
shift to the village where we would be
comfortably accommodated. I thanked
them for the offer but said we were quite
happy where we were. The VH then
looked at me in some perplexity and
said, But you are a sahab. I cannot let you
sleep on the ground just outside my
village. At least you should come to the
village. We promise to look after you well.
Don’t worry, I said, this is our third night
out. In fact, I rather like sleeping under
the stars.

They left reluctantly. We had barely
started preparing our dinner (quite a
scratch affair) when the villagers
returned, accompanied by several
curious women and children. One of
the men carried a charpoy, which he
placed on the ground before me. The
VH invited me to sit on it. After the
trouble they’d taken, I could hardly
refuse. They had also brought some
chapattis and cooked vegetables for us.
This placed me in a bit of a quandary. If
I offered to pay for the food they would
be greatly offended, as it would suggest
that poor people can’t afford to be
hospitable. If I declined their offer, they
would be equally upset. So I quietly
accepted our surprise dinner. The
villagers sat down in a semi circle before
me, as though I was a ruler holding

court before his subjects. The men
spoke eagerly about various matters
close to their heart. The women asked
me when I would get married.
After we’d chatted for some time, a
small girl sat down hesitantly beside me
on the charpoy.

Whenever our eyes met she would
giggle and look away. Then she asked
me shyly to stretch out my right arm. I
did so though I wondered what she was
up to. She pulled out a rakhi from her
salwar pocket and tied it round my
wrist. The women and children clapped
and cheered. I was taken aback. I didn’t
even know it was Rakhi Day. However, I
knew very well I had to give the girl
something. I had a beautiful fountain
pen (there were no ball pens then) in
my shirt pocket that I treasured greatly.
I took it out without hesitation and
presented it to her. She gazed at me in
surprise but accepted it with a smile.
The other children crowded round her
excitedly to take a close look at her gift.
As dusk fell, the villagers took our leave
and went home. That was my first and
last rakhi. At the end of the LRP we were
duly picked up at the RV and brought to
the unit late in the evening. I checked
my men and found them in good
physical condition. Arms, ammunition
and equipment were all correct. After
dismissing the patrol I reported to the
Adjutant to be debriefed. At the end of
our one to one discussion, he asked, 

“How was the experience?”
“Not half bad, sir”
“Glad to hear it. Anything unusual

happened?”
“Yes, sir, I got my first Rakhi.”
“Really! Come on then. Let’s go to the

Mess and have a spot of dinner while
you tell me all about it”

Col Arun Sarkar was commissioned
in 5 Rajput on 31 March 1972. He has
seen active field service in J&K and in
the Northeast and also took part in Op
Pawan in Sri Lanka. He speaks French
fluently - a language he learnt on his

own and in which he passed the
Interpreters Examination with

Distinction from the SFL.
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As I continue my quest for living a more
natural and healthy life I realised that
regular addition of natural herbs to our
diets is a great way to boost health, free
the body of toxins and enjoy food that
tastes great too! However, aside from
making chutneys or sprinkling these
herbs over food, I wanted to include
these herbs in my meals in a way that it
would be like a herb detox for the body.
Here, I have used two very easily
available herbs—mint and coriander,
one in salad and one in a side dish that
can be used for breakfast or as a side dish
with your meal.

Mint: Mint is excellent for maintaining
oral health and it is also a natural mouth
freshener. It is also great for digestion and
can also help with nausea and digestion
related unease. Mint is great as a summer
cooler for the body too. Mint is also
soothing for the throat and can help with
congestion. And in addition fresh greens
pass on their life giving enzymes onto us
so it's always a great idea to add them to
our regular diets.
I used mint as a breakfast dish. Here

are the ingredients and recipe.
� 2 sweet corn, 
� 1 onion, 
� 2 tomatoes, 
� 1 chilli and a nice big bunch of mint
leaves

�Oil 
� Salt and pepper

Recipe: Sauté the onions in some oil for a
minute. Then add the sweet corn to this,
cover and let it cook for a few minutes.
Add a little bit of water to prevent the
sweetcorn from drying. When the sweet
corn is cooked add the tomatoes, sauté
for a couple of minutes so the tomatoes
are warm but try not to overcook them as
this dish tastes good with tomatoes with
some bite to them. Finally, when the
tomatoes are sautéed switch the flame off
and add a big bunch of mint leaves and
mix into your dish. Leave a few sprigs
aside so you can use it to garnish. Add
salt and pepper and your dish is ready. I
used this over freshly toasted bread for
breakfast and it was a great start to the
day with the mint flavour in every bite. 

Coriander: This is one magical herb
which is just my favourite. Coriander is a
super herb which is great for so many
things that it's going to be impossible to
fit it all in here. Here are some health
benefits of coriander. It aids digestion, is
a great breath freshener and also
prevents nausea. It is also a rich source of
calcium, is overall packed with vitamins
and minerals, has anti allergic properties
and is also known to keep blood pressure
in check. It is also rich in iron and so it

regulates the iron content in the blood
keeping you safe from problems related
to iron deficiency such as fatigue. The list
is never ending! So all I can suggest is that
you include coriander in you meals. I
made a coriander salad with a big bunch
of fresh coriander. 

Ingredients: Coriander (one large
bunch), cherry tomatoes, radish, olive
oil, salt and pepper. 

Preparation
Cut the tomatoes and the radish into bite
sizes and toss them into a bowl. Then
throw in the coriander and add a little bit
of olive oil. Sprinkle with some salt and
pepper. Let this chill in the fridge for
some time and then have this with lunch.
The salad was a large bowl and it was all
gone by the end of my lunch! I felt fresh
and light throughout the rest of the day.
I hope you will be encouraged by

reading the above to try out herb
additions to your meals not just as a
garnish but as a main ingredient!

Ms Aditi Pathak is based in
Singapore. Widely travelled and from a
Services background, cooking is one of

her many passions.

AN APPETISING BREAKFAST DISH AND SALAD

Aditi Pathak
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With President Trump's first public articulation of his policy thrust for Afghanistan,
which has demanded more from Pakistan than either Mr Bush or Obama did, in
battling terror groups, that are essentially Pakistan’s long cherished proxies — the key
issue for us in India is, what's in it for us? In his typically transactional manner, Mr
Trump has in the same speech also asked India to plough back some of its trade profits
with the US, into Afghanistan. Interestingly though, India is perhaps the only country
that has sincerely made tangible commitments to the re-building of war torn
Afghanistan, from its Parliament building, to schools, hospitals, roads and dams. But
that hasn’t got us anywhere in playing a role of consequence in the future settlement
of Afghanistan. Sadly, many policy makers in Washington (and even Delhi) still feel
that Pakistan’s interests must be accommodated in that war torn land.

Bereft of financial resources to match India’s investments and goodwill, Pakistan’s
military hawks have cultivated an abundance of proxy armies, specially the Taliban,
that now controls over 50 percent of Afghanistan! Pakistan is wedded to the idea that
Afghanistan will provide it strategic depth against an Indian invasion, and this is now
an article of faith for Pakistan’s army, even though many Pakistani scholars dismiss it
as sheer paranoia. Thus, any Indian effort to provide the Afghans military equipment
and training of its forces will be resisted and will only add to Pakistan’s anti-India
hysteria of a two-front threat. In fact, for years now, Pakistanis have complained that
India has supported their Baloch rebels — with virtually no evidence — and some
even absurdly alleged that India was behind the December 16, 2014 attack on the
army school in Peshawar. And to add to everyone’s dilemma, the Afghan
government(s) can’t seem to get their act together: they have no financial system of
any consequence and little governance. Here, India can certainly help Kabul to put
systems in place.

Development aid apart, for India to remain in reckoning, India’s leadership needs
to debate if it wishes to deploy troops in Afghanistan. If so, it must answer three
questions that were apparently asked by the Army brass when Mr Vajpayee was PM.
First, under whose command will our troops serve there? A UN force is fine, but
certainly not under a US commander. Second, who would pay for our expenses? And
finally, is there an exit timeline? Clearly, we cannot commit our troops forever as our
Army is overstretched at home and our policemen are inadequately trained and
equipped to battle terror or the naxal menace. No answers were provided then and
perhaps none are available even now. But the flip side is that all the earlier
development efforts by India — while the US was essentially blowing apart an already
shattered land — didn’t get us a seat in the high table of powers deciding on
Afghanistan's future, in Chicago or in London. So should we again kow-tow to the US
demands to keep doing more, and sit on the sidelines?Or can India extract more for its
efforts this time? 

America’s patience with Pakistan may have run out, but as China is keen on a bigger
role in Afghanistan — by extending the CPEC — Pakistan is only determined to
expand its footprint in Afghanistan. It certainly doesn't want India there. Also, Russia
and Iran are keen to enter Afghanistan to stake a claim to its apparent mineral wealth.
Could New Delhi therefore adopt a transactional strategy with the US and Pakistan, by
avoiding troop deployments and getting cooperation from Pakistan, in return, with
tangible concessions on the Indo-Pak front. This must include pro-active, verifiable
measures by Pakistan to abandon the use of terrorism as a tool against India. The US,
will continue to need the logistics corridors via Pakistan to Afghanistan, and the many
Paki friends still active in Washington, would be glad if India keeps out. So a better bet
instead for India will be to use Mr Trump’s continuing interest in India, but re-crafting
an Indo-US partnership that addresses India’s core concerns and possibly of Pakistan.
India could militarily stay out of Afghanistan, but only if Pakistan formally commits to
abandon state support to the terror groups within Pakistan.

For more details on Maroof Raza, visit:  https:/ / www.maroofraza.com.

A NEW
STRATEGY FOR
AFGHANISTAN

Maroof Raza
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