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INDIA DEFENCE CONCLAVE-2018
To mark the 10th anniversary of SALUTE, a monthly magazine 
dedicated to India’s national security, an event will be organised in
New Delhi, to provide a platform for defense companies that are
visiting India for the DefExpo 2018 or already have a presence in
India, to understand ‘what India needs to address its security
challenges’ in the presence of defense officials, military commen-
tators and the media. The conclave will be full of well informed
presentations and interactive sessions, with senior civil and 
military officials from the Ministry of Defence in attendance.

As India transforms from a regional player to a global power, the
defence sector is gaining primacy in the country’s strategic plan-
ning. The Ministry of Finance( India) in the year 2017 allocated a
budget of US$ 53.5 billion to the Ministry of Defence to procure
new state of the art military technology and equipment and to
modernize their forces. In keeping with India’s security needs and
the wish list of India’s armed forces, the Indian government is in
the final stages of taking a decision on a wide variety of military
equipment for its three services. For example, there is strong
push by India’s ‘strategic partner’ the United States of American
to sell the F16 fighters — with a make in India option eventually — if
an initial consignment is ordered and inked by New Delhi. Then
there is the Naval wish list for 123 multi-role helicopters for Rs.
19,500 crore, 200 Kamov helicopters worth Rs. 6.500 crore, mine
counter measure vessels (worth Rs. 32,000 crore) and Stealth
submarines (worth Rs. 70,000 crore) are all awaiting approval.
And finally, the Army’s  proposal for future infantry combat 
vehicles (FICV) worth Rs. 60,000 crore is awaiting a decision of
the MoD. In nearly all of these cases ‘Make in India’ would happen
only after New Delhi buys for India, thus, opening up significant
opportunities for the private sector.

Among other things the conclave will focus on India’s defence 
acquisition process, comprehensively review the requirements of
the Indian armed forces and identify how companies can address
these requirements. The idea is to provide major aerospace and
defence companies to promote their product to a targeted audi-
ence and therefore place them in serious consideration for use
by the Indian armed forces. Leading sponsors will be offered
stage time to make a presentation or participate in the debates /
panel discussions. The event will also receive media coverage
from leading television networks in addition to being featured in
SALUTE Magazine. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

0900 hrs – 0945 hrs: Registration and tea

1000 hrs – 1030 hrs: Inauguration & Keynote speech

1035 hrs - 1115 hrs: India’s defence acquisition process

1115hrs – 1245 hrs: On Aerial warfare systems

• Aircrafts & Avionics- Future options options

• UAVs & Missiles: to Buy or Make in India

• Cyber & Space: Challenges

• Q&A/Discussions

1245 hrs  – 1345 hrs: Lunch

1400 hrs – 1530 hrs: On Land warfare systems

• Artillery and  Armoured vehicles: Role of the private sector

• Technology for smart border management: 
Buy or make in India

• Small Arms & Light Weapons: 
Role for private sector & MSME 

• Q&A/Discussions

1530 hrs – 1650 hrs: On naval warfare systems

• Indian Navy & Indigenization

• The Navy’s wish list

• What the Navy needs for its future role in the 
Indo-Pacific Region

• Q&A/ Discussions

1655 hrs: Vote of thanks

1700 hrs: Breakaway and High Tea

THOSE EXPECTED TO ATTEND & SPEAK
• Senior Civil & Military officials 
• Defense & Security Companies
• Associations/Industry Bodies
• Media & Security commentators

Note: The event will be held on 9th April in Delhi.
For sponsorship and details please contact 
Yashvardhan Verma on +919899030644 or 
verma.yashvardhan7.yv@gmail.com
orbaldev.salute@gmail.com

INDIA DEFENCE CONCLAVE-2018
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EDITOR’S NOTE
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Northeast India appears to be limping
towards peace. The previous year has seen
the lowest rate of civilian casualties in a
decade in the region; from a high of 404
civilian fatalities in 2008, the number has
dipped to 34 fatalities in 2017. The number
of SF casualties has also registered a
declining trend, over the last decade. 2008
saw 40 SF casualties which has come down
to 13 fatalities in 2017. Most of these inci-
dents of violence and fatalities have
emanated from Assam and Manipur.

Violence in Assam is largely a product
of ethnic issues and the influx of illegal
immigrants. The security situation has
vastly improved ever since the new gov-
ernment came into power following the
2016 elections in the state. The year 2017
was by and large peaceful, with just three
civilian fatalities and four SF fatalities in
the year. This is a result of deft political
handling by the new government and is a
significant drop from the triple figure
casualties of civilians in 2008 and in 2009.

The security situation in Manipur still
remains a matter of concern. The state of
violence, when measured in terms of civil-
ian and SF fatalities has remained relative-
ly constant over the last five years, with an
average of 19 civilian fatalities and 12 SF
fatalities per year. However, again due to a
change in government post the March
2017 elections, the overall security climate
has taken a turn for the better, with inci-
dents of general strikes, which were a com-
mon feature, no longer attracting public
support and incidences of extortion,
which too were a regular feature, register-
ing a sharp decline. What impact this will
have on militant inspired violence will
remain to be seen in 2018, but it is likely
that the state will turn around under the
new dispensation.

While the peace accord with the NSCN
(IM) in Nagaland holds, the elections due
in February 2018 could also perhaps be a

game changer in the state and lead to nor-
malcy. As of now, the Khaplang group,
NSCN (K) has not accepted a ceasefire, but
being based in Myanmar, it is being mar-
ginalised and within the public of
Nagaland itself, there is a yearning for
peace, especially amongst the influential
women’s groups.

The overall portents for peace and sta-
bility in the Northeast hence appears
bright. This has been accentuated by the
focus of the Central Government in giving
a fillip to development activities through
its Act East Policy, and in the government’s
outreach to ASEAN, which will make the
Northeastern states, the connecting bridge
between India and ASEAN. The invitation
to all Heads of State of ASEAN countries to
this years Republic Day parade as Chief
Guests is a deft political signal which will
have a beneficial impact on the security
milieu in all the northeastern states of
India.

The security challenges however
remain and will have to be addressed.
Some of the militant groups coalesced in
2015 to form the United Liberation Front
of Western South East Asia (UNFLW), a
conglomerate of ULFA, NSCN (K), KLO
and some other groups of the region,
which claimed the attack on a military
convoy in 2015, killing 20 soldiers. Such
groups will have to be dealt with firmly. But
there is an air of positivism and hope in the
air and a concerted push must be given to
bring peace to the region. The challenge
also lies in reforming a recalcitrant bureau-
cracy, improving the criminal justice deliv-
ery mechanisms  and having the political
will and resolve to bring peace to the
region. The Northeast is not just India’s
gateway to the ASEAN countries and to
East Asia. It is the very heart of India and in
its progress lies the hope for India to
emerge as a leader in the comity of
nations.
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I
n the last few years before
retirement, when the going got
tough, I often dreamt of the bliss
awaiting me post retirement. I day

dreamed of my comfortable rocking
chair and the long list of unread books
and leisurely mornings and fun filled
holidays! I was fortunate that just
before superannuation, I got quite a few
rather lucrative offers of a post
retirement innings in the government
and the army. I politely declined, fully
conscious that after 40 years in the
army and government environment,
the last thing I wanted was five more
years of similar routine and the luxury
and familiarity of an Ambassador staff
car and such perks. I opted instead to
move out of my comfort zone and try
my hand and go out to bat for a second
innings with a fresh guard! Keeping the
rocking chair on hold I took a deep dive
into the corporate world! I was no
longer retired but ‘re-attired’

I have now been working for past ten
years in the corporate environment as
an entrepreneur, and advisor, and find
there is so much to learn, share and
contribute and have a decent second
innings. If I at my late age can transition
so seamlessly, I can assure my friends
donning the prestigious uniform of our
glorious army today, that the world
outside offers a host of new and equally
satisfying opportunities for those
willing to adjust, and be bold enough to
take the plunge. Officers and our men
enjoy much acceptability and can plan
for a satisfying second innings. This can
be done post retirement or even
midway in the career if one feels the
urge or need to channelise fruitfully, the
immense energy we all possess. If you
start early then you can build a career
but if you start late then at best you can
aspire for a job!

One of the options on deciding a
career, post the army, is whether to be
an entrepreneur or an employee? This

decision would largely depend upon
the mental make up of each individual

and the domestic compulsions he/she
may have. If you have settled your
family affairs, have a home and no
major liability then with the current
pension being the safety net, a foray
into entrepreneurship, alone or with a
few like-minded friends would be a very
viable option. I have seen that the
success rate of veteran entrepreneurs is
above 60 percent, which is rather high
given the competitive environment.
The challenges, travails  and pitfalls
aside, an entrepreneurial journey is the
most rewarding and satisfying option.

With the Indian economy on the
growth trajectory for the next twenty
years, there are multiple options to
choose from discarding security,  which
sadly has become the default option of
many. We have much to offer with our
mental agility, analytical minds and
resilience which we imbibe while in
service. The digital and technological
disruptions taking place today, create a
host of small start up options in varied
areas. The only weakness I felt in my
armoury was the lack of financial
prudence! We lack the instinctive ability
to reduce costs and go for cost effective
solutions as we are not conditioned to
monitoring and reducing costs. If that
aspect is relearned, the entrepreneurial
journey would have less hiccups! There
is no doubt a lot to learn and sacrifice to
be a successful entrepreneur but I feel
one can pick up the gauntlet should
there be enough passion and panache! 

As far as seeking employment post
premature retirement or even
retirement, there is dearth and dire
need of good officers, in the business
world, starved as it is of skilled and
dedicated professionals trained in body
and mind at the world’s best training
institutions! Therefore, serve with
honour and confidence, upholding the
Chetwode motto, but be assured that
your learning curve can be put to good
use later in life!

SECOND INNINGS
Lt Gen Sudhir Sharma

WITH THE INDIAN ECONOMY
ON THE GROWTH TRAJECTORY
FOR THE NEXT TWENTY
YEARS, THERE ARE MULTIPLE
OPTIONS TO CHOOSE FROM
DISCARDING SECURITY,
WHICH SADLY HAS BECOME
THE DEFAULT OPTION OF
MANY. WE HAVE MUCH TO
OFFER WITH OUR MENTAL
AGILITY, ANALYTICAL MINDS
AND RESILIENCE WHICH WE
IMBIBE WHILE IN SERVICE.
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Exercising soft power
without adequate
hard power is not a
viable option in
today’s world. China,
with all hard power at
its disposal, is
claiming supremacy

virtually over entire South China Sea
(SCS), whereas India and Japan are
finding it difficult to exercise their soft
power supremacy either in the SCS or the
Indian Ocean region (IOR).

In the SCS, China has reclaimed
roughly 800 hectares of land from
nowhere and in the process has
effectively enlarged its EEZ claims while
shrinking the claims of other nations in
the vicinity. The phenomenal reserves of
oil and gas in the SCS has encouraged
China to put roadblocks to commercial
activities of countries like India who have
won exploration contracts off Vietnam
coast following due process. The Chinese
claim to entire SCS and her insistence for
vessels of other countries to seek their
approval for passage through these
waters has come as a surprise to the
world. China has also declared Air
Defence Identification Zone (ADIZ) over
artificially created islands around reefs. To
enforce the ADIZ, they could use fighter
aircraft from two runways on the Spratly
Islands, each 3000 metres, with a third
runway under construction. Recently, the
landing trials on these runways have been
completed. This challenges the whole
system of good order at sea, though the
Vice Chairman of China’s Central Military
Commission (CMC) Gen. Fan Changlong
has said that China will not hinder
passage of the sea farers. How would
Japan and Taiwan cope with this Chinese
assertiveness in SCS?

Ever since the US officially announced
its pivot shift to the Indo Pacific, the
Chinese are on an overdrive to get the
PLA Navy (PLAN) to assert in the blue

waters. China’s Military Strategy Paper of
2015 specifies that its maritime domain
will now fall under the category of
Strategic Forces  along with nuclear,
cyber and space. It states that traditional
thinking of land forces being
predominant in national strategic
calculus is not right and focus must shift
to Maritime domain. The PLAN,
therefore, has now been assigned a
strategic role. Under the garb of anti
piracy patrol, the Chinese have already
positioned disproportionate naval
combatants in the Indian Ocean. Naval
tacticians find the deployment of a
nuclear submarine for anti piracy tasks
very hard to accept. Most of the Chinese
task forces are now crossing the
Mediterranean and visiting countries far
beyond the Gulf of Aden where piracy
takes place. The establishment of
Maritime silk route would further
legitimise inflated presence of naval
combatants in the Indian Ocean on the
pretext of securing sea lanes for
developing trade.

Russia too has become assertive on
the world stage as seen by its entering the
fray in Syria. The Russians have turned to
the Chinese for trade and strategic
interests and are selling military
hardware and technologies to China. The
two navies exercised together in the SCS,
which could result in a cold war scenario,
with US and EU on one side and China
and Russia on the other. The Chinese
development of anti access and area
denial (A2/AD) and anti Satellite (ASAT)
capabilities are aimed against nations
who have aircraft carriers and satellite
constellations. US has been spending
over USD 300 million per year for quite
some time now, for operationalising
satellite based Directed Energy weapons
mainly to be used from sea against
incoming high speed missiles. 100 KW
laser generators are on the verge of
entering service. Clearly, scenario of

future confrontation at sea is emerging.
China-India Cold War situation also

seems to be in the making in the IOR.
Moscow has supplied  aircraft engines for
JF 17 fighters manufactured by China
(also being coproduced by Pakistan).
Pakistan is getting military helicopters
from Russia and eight diesel submarines
from China. There are reports that China
is also helping Pakistan to integrate
nuclear tipped missiles on their future
submarines. China-Pakistan collusion
thus magnifies India’s security concerns
manifold.

The smaller economies of Sri Lanka,
Seychelles and Maldives have fallen prey
to Chinese money power and will have to
compensate China elsewhere. The debt
which these island nations are accruing,
will force them to provide berthing
facilities to Chinese naval forces in lieu.
The debt for equity in Hambantota has
become a reality already. Recently ,
Maldives parliament passed a bill which
may permit China to acquire islands as
long as their investment is over USD 1
billion for  development and reclaims at
least 70 percent area around the island.
This is clearly tailor made for China which
has specialised in reclamation. But what
probably has gone unnoticed is that the
Maldivian President Yameen did not have
absolute majority in the parliament
required for the passage of this bill. 11
parliamentarians of Nasheed’s party voted
in favour of the bill which is clearly an
indication of Chinese money power at
play. As Maldives and India share EEZ, any
island which is leased to the Chinese in the
northern group will raise maritime
security concerns of Delhi. The situation
calls for close monitoring and the situation
is beyond the stage of hands call in the
IOR.

Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, PVSM, AVSM, NM
and Bar is the former Commander in Chief
Western Naval Command & former Chief of

Integrated Defence Staff. He is Member, Governing
Council, Centre for Security Studies, India

Foundation.

DISRUPTION IN IOR IS BEYOND HANDS CALL
Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, PVSM, AVSM, NM
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OUT OF THE BLUE

Some recent news items
and information doing
the rounds has suddenly
opened vistas which
were, for some time,
hovering in the shadowy
background of
‘possibility’. The step
into the realm of ‘reality’

now starts unfolding and multiplying,
providing opportunities hitherto
considered just science fiction. The two
main issues were the launching of a
‘swarm’ of Perdix drones from a pod
carried by a US Marine F-18 Hornet and
the second was the first flight of a
commercial airliner using artificial
intelligence. In both cases, a pre-
programmed system utilised its ‘own
brain’ to further take decisions and actions
to complete a given mission. We are
acutely aware of the long period drones or
UAVs have been in existence and their
potential in a given sphere of operation.
Pressure on the manned aeroplane is
increasing! Is piloting going to become a
redundant job, soon (eventually)?

I think we need to take a step back and
look at the whole issue holistically and in
the perspective of contemporary air
operations, both military and civil. From
the time the UAVs grew in stature and their
versatility saw great exploitation with
some amazing results, a definite thrust by
UAV operators and (at the risk of being
stabbed in the back) those who flunked
and didn’t make pilot grade, to promote
unmanned platforms and pronounce the
end of the manned aeroplane. While the
battle rages on, the fire has certainly ebbed
because it is abundantly clear that the
time has not come. Robotics has come a
long way and has taken over many
functions that were performed by humans
and robots are able to execute them
precisely and flawlessly. But these were
more or less mechanical functions. Enter
Artificial Intelligence (AI).

A subject under extensive study and
application, AI can be basically defined
“When a machine mimics (performs)
‘cognitive’ functions that humans
associate with human minds.” The
operative word in AI is definitely ‘cognitive’

and this is the diaphragm that is now
under pressure, the envelope that is
beckoning to be breached. A subject that
seems to stretch to infinity, is moving
forward, slowly but surely. Advances in
computing power and data handling
capability have bolstered progress. But
there are many who fear the subject and its
frightening possibilities. With robots taking
over human’s jobs already causing distrust
and anger, adding a ‘mind’ to the machine
can have far reaching consequences and in
fact make the human redundant in the
task(s) given to the machine. Possibly the
biggest fear is that of the machine breaking
through the barrier of human control,
becoming totally autonomous and in a
gruesome (and maybe diabolical)
reincarnation of a form of reverse osmosis,
prey upon the very source that created it.
The hunter becomes the hunted! Forty-five
years ago Michael Crichton (of Jurassic
Park fame) wrote a book called ‘The
Terminal Man’ in which a computer
scientist (specialising in mind
control/artificial intelligence) undergoes a
brain surgery and they implant a neuro-
stimulator or a brain pace-maker,
controlled by a master computer in the
hospital. The scientist somehow tweaks his
pacemaker, taking him out of the control of
the master computer and transforms him
into a psychopathic killer. A frightening
tale. Another book by the same author
called ‘Micro’ talks about micro-bots 
(a la Perdix) being used for various
purposes, one of them being to guard
facilities and kill intruders. Here also,
tweaking a master control system has
terrifying consequences.

Those opposing AI and its capability in
the contemporary period or immediate
future are suspicious of the quality and
quantity of the ‘cognitive’ implication in
the usage of AI and for good reason. They
feel that a computer can never replicate
the diverse thought processes that go
through a human mind, especially in
times of crisis. A striking example is when
a flock of geese were ingested into the
engines of an Airbus 320 with 155
passengers on board, which took off from
La Guardia airport in New York. The
consequent failure of both engines and

Capt Sullenberger’s decision, after a
quick, considered assessment, to land in
the Hudson River is indicative of a “gut
reaction” of an experienced pilot. There is
no copybook action that would support
the actions he took and the decision to
ditch the airliner in the river, saving all
lives, will live on in history. There are
many instances among fighter pilots and
helicopter pilots who, without
redundancy of systems in their machines,
have taken actions which are absolutely
‘out of the box’. Some have paid the price
of an inaccurate assessment but many
have succeeded and saved lives in dire
and critical situations (at the risk of their
own) and have been rewarded
accordingly. Yours truly, the author, is one
such living example.

An extract from the internet will
probably put things in perspective:
“Donald Cameron, Robert Pearsons,
Robert Schornstheimer, David Crown, Al
Hayes — each of these pilots, working with
able and equally heroic crew-mates, saved
the lives of passengers aboard seriously
damaged airliners over the last 25 years by
doing things that no computer could have
come close to doing. In each case, it is a
near certainty that by their quick thinking,
powered by the uniquely human ability to
combine high levels of training and
proficiency with creativity at critical
moments, saved lives. It is also a certainty
that no technology available today (or
likely in the next generation or two) will be
capable of the kind of rapid fire, mentally
elastic and ‘way’ out of the box thinking
that each of these pilots demonstrated.”

While AI continues to progress and its
redoubtable capability is unquestioned,
the cognitive factor of the human “gut
feeling” and “gut reaction” in a critical
situation will remain debatable for some
time. The recent crash of a driver-less car
(operating on AI) in the highly disciplined
traffic of western countries needs to be
viewed in the context of the mindless and
uncontrolled traffic of Delhi and Karachi. I
don’t think piloting will become a
redundant job in a hurry.

An alumnus of NDA and DSSC, Air
Mshl Sumit Mukerji has served the IAF as

a fighter pilot with distinction He has
commanded three units, a MiG-29 Sqn, a

MiG-25 SR Sqn and TACDE (considered
the ‘Top Gun’ school of the IAF) and also
served as the Air Attaché in Washington

DC. He retired in 2011 as the AOC-in-C of
Southern Air Command.

PILOTING - A REDUNDANT JOB?
Air Mshl Sumit Mukerji, PVSM, SC, VSM
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YOUR VOICE

Dear Sir,
The imbroglio in Kashmir right since Independence was
caused by those political leaders who very cunningly
orchestrated a strategy of appeasement of a minority religious
community to garner their votes. By referring to the political
parties displaying and following the spirit of Indian
nationalism as "communal" and arrogating to themselves the
title of “secular," is perhaps the root cause of spread of
radicalisation and rise of religious fundamentalism in
Kashmir. The constant "fear of losing the vote bank of a
religious community" inside and outside Kashmir has added
fuel to the raging fire. India’s soft stance towards the Islamic
State of Pakistan, which has aided and abetted the religious
fundamentalists in Kashmir by providing them with material,
financial and moral support and continues to host terrorists
as strategic assets to destabilise J&K is also a contributory
cause. After a long gap of 67 years, we have finally seen the
emergence of a more coherent stance to deal with Pakistani
perfidy by the present government wherein there has been
very proactive actions taken to root out militancy, terrorism
and to restrict the heinous crime of radicalisation together
with blocking the role played by the politico-fifth columnist
lobby to support the rise of religious fundamentalism,
clandestine financial support to separatists and to counter
intellectual terrorism and psychological warfare against the
Indian Security forces as well as the great Indian Nation. The
politico-separatist nexus ought to be crushed by all might
together with stringent offensive action by the Indian security
forces to crush the menace of militancy and terrorism. This
should continue unabated till the local population in the state
feels emboldened to openly express their resentment against
the separatists and militants. It is through the active help and
cooperation of the local population that terrorism and
religious fundamentalism can be wiped out from the state. We
also need an appropriate narrative to promote the very ethos
of secularism and democratic values, which is the edifice on
which Indian society rests. —Col Bishwajit Gon

Dear Sir,
The return of displaced Pandits to their homes has to be the
very first prerequisite for the return of normalcy to the state of
J&K. The return of Pandits is not just a moral issue. Pandits'
ethnic cleansing was as much a consequence of terrorist
violence as of decisive turning of Kashmiri society and polity
towards entrenched communalism and worst form of
radicalisation. Both the military component as well as the
political component need to be considered when looking for
a solution to the Kashmir problem. In the case of the latter,
regressive politics practiced by local political outfits
continues to nourish different variants of separatist politics.
Have we seen a single measure that counters this regressive
political component? I am baffled when we pronounce
Endgame is near. In his brilliant piece, “Endgame in Punjab:
1988-1993,” KPS Gill, has clearly stated how subversive
lobbies from within derailed the return of peace. Only when

he had full backing from PM and CM, could he turn the tide
against terrorists. We need to understand forces from without
and within that don't allow the country to smash the
terrorism along with its political and ideological component
in Kashmir. —Ramesh Tamiri

Dear Sir,
The moment Article 370 goes, everything will settle down. The
Govt. has to increase its numbers in Parliament to enable an
amendment to the Constitution. But we also need to put a
complete full stop to insurgency in the state and take strict
action against the separatists, who should be tried and
prosecuted and made to face the full might of the law.

—Hardial Singh

Dear Sir,
Yes, things have improved and are further improving in J&K.
However we need political will at the state level to resolve the
problem as was done in Punjab. —Anuj

Dear Sir,
Online application for ECHS smart card has been
inaugurated by the Rajya Raksha Mantri on 14 January 2018,
which is a major leap towards digital India. A large number of
beneficiaries have since then, successfully applied for the
same.
Difficulties projected by beneficiaries are being continuously
addressed on a war footing by an expert team. A number of
measures to simplify and enhance the convenience for
veterans has been taken. Some of these are:
• The requirement of an affidavit has been done away with.
Now the applicant has to do a self declaration on the portal.
• Two dedicated mobile numbers, 7703818578 and
7701976194 and an email address echs@sourceinfosys.com
have been provided for technical assistance.
• Handholding of all the veterans would be done at the
facilitation centres in polyclinics, regional centres and
Station HQ. Based on the feedback, further simplification
will be carried out. 

—Directorate of Indian Army Veterans (DIAV)

Dear Sir,

Refer Salute Issue Nov- Dec 2017.
The following are suggested as subjects for Special Issues
please:-
1. Armed Forces Training Academies.
2. Artillery.
3. Achievements of children of serving or retd pers.
4. Veterans Issue.
5. Indian Armed Forces contributions in the two World Wars.
6. Operation Pawan.
7. Indian Armed Forces role in Independence. 
For your consideration please.

—Colonel Joseph Purakel (Veteran)
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Dear Sir,

This refers to the article by Brig
Narendar Kumar. If insurgency is due to
state failure, as averred by the author, it
should have engulfed the entire J &K.In
realty, it is confined to a few districts of
the Valley. The main reason is that
power has rested in the hands of a few
families of Kashmir Valley. These people
have political adjustments between
themselves. Once power centres are
shifted to Jammu and Ladakh region
things will change

—ColYogendra Pal Singh

Dear Sir,

The article ‘Moving into Unchartered
Territory,’ suggests total failure and
even subversion of current political
establishment which may be true. The
suggested narrative even includes
targeting political leadership. However,
stability can never be achieved without
a suitable political umbrella. Suggesting
Governor's rule at this stage, when
political unrest (stone pelting) is on
decline and terrorist/militant outfits on
the brink, is preposterous. What is the
way out then? Cultivating an alternate
political leadership? However, it takes
years to fructify. We already seem to be
a decade too late on that. If we look at
the current political atmosphere and
alternatives in the Valley, it appears the
military success, achieved with
sacrificing lives and limbs of many of
our brethren, will once again be lost.

—Tony Chauhan

Dear Sir,

The article ‘Moving into Unchartered
Territory,’ is another reductionist
attempt by our experts. Contrary to
writer's assumption, J&K has the lowest
percentile of BPL to population.
Farmers income is also best in country
as epicentre valley have apple, saffron,
almond and walnut as crop. The per

acre income is mind blowing. This
insurgency is fuelled with propaganda
and we are allowing such propaganda
unanswered. It is a very inaccurate
assessment that militancy is down or
they are under any pressure. Militancy
and separatism is in its peak. Still, we
have many areas where our forces don't
move enabling militants a free run and
attend functions, give gun salutes to
dead Militants etc. Ignoring
uncomfortable truth will not give us
any results. This article is simply
ignoring the truth.

—Niranjan Surana

Dear Sir,

This refers to the article by Vivek Sinha,
The Media Discourse on J&K. I was
posted as an instructor in Senior
Command Course and we were
discussing efforts to win the hearts and
mind of the local population. During
the break a student told all of us who
had gathered together that he would
narrate the real stories and not what is
in the text books. He said that in the
year 2000 CE, the atmosphere was
explosive. During one of the missions, a
group of ladies came to our soldiers
with Rakhi and said that they would tie
them on their hands if they promised to
look after them as their sisters. They
said that their men had deserted them
and fed them to the militants. They
were ready to help, but were worried
about their fate once the Army had left.
“If you swear to look after us we will,”
they said, “and take us with you?” It is a
long story, but the very fact that such
stories are coming out of the closet is a
good sign. 

—Brig Chander Thapa

Dear Sir,

Compliments to Vivek Sinha for
enlightening the readers on the
situation of the media in the Valley. A lot
of blame for the turmoil in the Valley

that led to militancy in Kashmir lies at
the doorstep of the Congress party. Rajiv
Gandhi unwisely meddled in the local
elections which were rigged to favour a
particular party and the local people felt
cheated. The ensuing discontent was
widespread and soon Pakistan and its
ISI took advantage and fuelled the fire
by admitting and training the
disillusioned valley youth to create
mayhem in Kashmir. The local media
which had been subdued lost no
opportunity in joining the melee and
incited the Kashmiris against India and
the security forces often carrying false
reports of oppression, painting a
scenario that made Kashmiris believe
that independence/separation/union
with Pakistan was an achievable goal.
The shrill cries for azaadi from Benazir
Bhutto echoed in the local Kashmiri
media also leading to the march to
UNMOGIP offices. In the meantime,
prodded by ISI, pro-Pakistan elements
conducted ethnic cleansing of the valley
driving away Pundits from their homes
of pre-Islamic era. Battle hardened
foreign militants were pushed in by ISI
and as the author brings out, they
started lusting for young Kashmiri girls
in the country side. Probably this is
where the support to militancy turned
from intense to mild. The Valley is
limping back to normalcy thanks to
mature handling of the situation by
India and also right thinking local
Kashmiri politicians. Security forces
need to be complimented for their
patience inspite of provocations as well
as their resolve in eliminating the
terrorists. The common Kashmiri who is
so dependent on his livelihood on
tourism is happy to be able to put food
on the table for his family. Yet, things
won’t be the same until Pundits are
welcome back to their homes, their
safety being guaranteed by their
neighbours. It's been an eventful three
decades since the unrest began but at
the end of it, India stands vindicated.

—Yeshwant Umralkar
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The development of the Northeast is tied
with the development of India’s
neighbours and the countries of ASEAN.
Friendly partner countries from other
regions too are integral to the vision for
the Northeast and can contribute
substantially. For a short period in the
Indian history, there has been a
misconception about the eight states of
the Northeast being a “frontier” of India.
The use of “short period of history” is
deliberate here. If the hundreds and
thousands of years of civilisation is
considered, far from being a frontier, the
Northeast has been at the heart of Indian
imagination. If South Asia and Southeast
Asia is taken as a continuum – as it has
been perceived for most of history – then
the Northeast is right in the middle of it.

The Northeast is an amazing social
and cultural ecosystem. Few regions of
the world have such a wealth of cultural,
ethnic and religious diversity packed into
such a small area. This variety is an
inspiration for the mankind. The
Northeast is home to some of the oldest
indigenous communities in the world. It
is one of the Indian spiritual homelands.
Whether it is the traditions of the Devi in
Kamakhya or of Buddhism in Tawang
and elsewhere, they make for a sacred

bond that unites India with Southeast
Asia. Christian missionaries have
contributed to education here and there
is even a small but thriving Jewish
community in Manipur and Mizoram.

Prosperity is the Northeast’s natural
destiny, its default position if it maybe
said. The geographical location makes it
the obvious gateway to India, linking the
vast economies of the Indian
subcontinent and of the ASEAN
countries. This is the potential that needs
to be tapped and this is the idea that
must inspire the Summit. Central to the
Government of India’s approach to the
development of the Northeast is an
urgent and speedy enhancement of
connectivity. This is a multi-modal
programme, across land, water and air. It
refers both to connectivity within India
as well as to connectivity between India
and its eastern and Southeast Asian
neighbours.

In the past three years, railway lines
have finally come up in Arunachal
Pradesh, fulfilling an old demand. An
extensive development of railway links in
the Northeast is under way, with
investments totalling to Rs. 90,000 crore.
Road building in the region is busier than
it has ever been. Border roads, national
highways and state roads are all being
built or improved. Incorporated in July
2014, the National Highways and
Infrastructure Development Corporation
is working with a special focus on the
Northeast. It is engaged in about 100 road
projects in the region. Inland waterways,
especially along the majestic
Brahmaputra and Barak rivers, can both
save transport costs as well as facilitate
connectivity. There is also a push for air
connectivity. The creation of
infrastructure in smaller cities and
airports, along with more and more
flights, is making the skies of the
Northeast buzz with traffic.

In the broader neighbourhood,

initiatives such as the India-Myanmar-
Thailand trilateral highway and the
Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport
Project are critical for many of the
countries and especially for the Northeast.
The Northeast is also the corridor for
many trade and connectivity projects on
the Bangladesh Bhutan India Nepal
[BBIN] and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation [BIMSTEC] platforms. It is
rightful to say that the states of the
Northeast region of India are the true
drivers of India’s Act East policy. The
Northeast Tourism Development Council,
incorporated in March 2017 is creating
partnerships between government and
private sector players, which will make the
Northeast one of the leading tourism
destinations of not just India, but also of
Asia, where it deserves to be.

The sense of connect with the
Northeast gives everyone a stake in the
region. It doesn’t matter whether one is
from the Northeast, from other parts of
India or indeed from other countries
connected by culture and geography,
history and trade with the Northeast. The
development of the North-East is a
shared enterprise. The impressive degree
of participation in the Northeast
Development Summit, not only from
Manipur and states of the Northeast, but
from the rest of India and key partner
countries is extremely optimistic. 

In conclusion, the development of the
Northeast is both the development of
India, as well as the true measure of the
India-ASEAN partnership. The
opportunity is here to grab.

(This article is a summary of the
inaugural address made by the President of

India Shri Ram Nath Kovind at the North-
East Development Summit organised by
India Foundation in collaboration with

Government of Manipur and Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, Government of

India at Imphal on 21 November 2017.)

INDIA’S NORTHEAST: GATEWAY TO ASEAN
Ram Nath Kovind

SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER << December 2017 - January 2018 << salutemagazine@gmail.com10

GATEWAY TO ASEAN

10-Gateway_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  1/30/2018  6:48 PM  Page 1



Naga Insurgency has been at the
forefront off late, their demands rooted
firmly in their uniqueness of identity
and ethnicity, religion and history.
However, the crux of matter remains in
the veracity of these claims and the
role of Christianity.

Ever since the signing of the Framework
Agreement of the Naga Settlement
between the Government of India
interlocutor and Chairman of Joint
Intelligence Committee R.N Ravi and
National Socialist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN-IM) leader Theuingaleng
Muivah in August 2015, the insurgency
in the northeast of India has been
actively covered by the media and
discussed by the intelligentsia. The
focus of previous governments had
been firmly fixed on Kashmir while the
Naga issue simmered and further
complicated itself with the birth of
every new faction of the mother ship
NSCN.
There have been various

labyrinthine plots and counterplots in
the history of the Nagas — Plots to give
them a singular identity in order to
legitimise the demand for ‘Greater
Nagalim for Christ’. However, sifting
through history to comprehend the
genesis of this insurgency leaves a
doubt on the veracity of the claims
made by Naga insurgent groups.
Demands for sovereignty or autonomy
of Naga territories, spanning from
Nagaland to areas in Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam and Manipur were
made on the basis of their unique
identity, culture and religion.
Rev. Seksim Kasam, General

Secretary of the Council of Nagalim
Churches in 2015,while addressing the
Nagas, expressed the importance of
Nagas coming together to support
Muivah and Isaac Chisi Swu stating:
“We have been given the privilege to
build Nagalim Christendom. We have
been called and chosen to be the
builders and establishers not
demolishers and destroyers of God’s
kingdom here on earth. No business is
more serious than engaging oneself in
God’s mission. We are here to
accomplish our divine duty. We cannot
fail. If you take it a mean thing, then ask
— who is going make our land a
Christian Country Nagalim for Christ?”

Naga Tribes and Impact of the
British
However, historically, the Nagas were
not one single tribal community. Till the
advent of Christianity and English
education amongst the various tribes of
the region, they were preserving their
respective faiths of animism. Originally,
the Nagas were not known by the

names of the tribes as they are known
now, but by the name of their villages.
Now known as the Nagas, there were
about sixteen tribes and various sub
tribes, with distinct cultural traditions,
dialects, customs, dress and systems of
governance.
The name was only popularised and

enforced by the British colonial
authorities during the introduction of
their rule in the Naga areas. Naga
warriors periodically descended from
their mountain top villages to raid the
tea gardens of Assam in the valley
below. These frequent raids compelled
the British to engage the Nagas in
armed conflict, which resulted in most
of the Naga inhabited territory coming
under British rule in India by early
nineteenth century. With the
subjugation of this region, further
widening took place of the cultural gap
between the Nagas and other hill tribes
as well as the inhabitants of the
lowlands.
British occupation brought many

deep-rooted changes in Naga life.
Spread of education led to increased
political awareness. The introduction of
English enabled the different tribes to
develop a coherent identity, around a
common language. They allowed no
Indian to function as administrators of
the hill districts. Christian missionary
activity soon followed British
annexation, with American Baptists
assuming the lead. Rapid progress in
religious conversion and literacy led to
a growing sense of Naga solidarity.

Missionary Contact and Agendas
The first missionaries to come in
contact with the Nagas, Dr. & Mrs. E.W.

NAGA INSURGENCY: 
CONFLICT REDUX

Rami Niranjan Desai
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Clark, sailed from Boston in October
1868. Clark’s mission was in Sibsagar
but the Naga hill tribes fascinated him
and he moved to Dekha Haimong
village to begin his missionary work,
forty years after Rev. Miles Bronson who
had limited success with the Nagas. The
Clarkes then enlisted the help of an
Assamese convert, “Godhula Brown”.
The progress was slow and the entire
village was divided. He did, however,
manage to convert about 15 Nagas in
1872 and they were baptised at a village
drinking well called 'Chungli Tzubu'.
This was the first time a divide had been
created on religious lines within a Naga
tribe. Many were hostile, being
convinced that Clark was a spy for the
British Empire and wanted him
expelled but the village council itself

was divided and that prevented the
Clarks from being expelled. They
dissuaded the new converts from
participating in traditional rituals and
ceremonies, there was desecration of
sacred objects and finally against all

traditional norms they established a
village called Molung — the first
Christian model village, well equipped
with a Baptist church and where
ancient Naga ceremonies would not be
practised.

COVER STORY
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American Baptist Missions soon
began to send other missionaries to aid
and speed up the conversion process in
Nagaland. Eventually, mission stations
were planted throughout the Naga
inhabited territory. Over a period of
time Mulong became the centre of
missionswith the main purpose of
‘civilizing’ and converting Nagas in
tothe Christianfaith as mentioned by
Clarke in one of his field reports. 
Over the last century, the tribes

converted to Christianity with
emphasis on believers having ‘personal
encounters with Christ’ and witnessing
of ‘signs’ and ‘miraculous healing’.
However, all tribes were not as
enthusiastic. A few Naga tribes resisted
the efforts of proselytisation
wholeheartedly. The Zeliangrong tribes
fought for the revival of Heraka, their
ancient indigenous Animistic religion
and by 1925, Rani Gaidinliu and Haipo
Jadonang were at the forefront fighting
to preserve their ancient beliefs against
British subjugation. Within the Heraka
faith, she came to be considered an
incarnation of the Goddess
Cherachamdinliu. Jadonang was
hanged in 1931 and Gaidinliu was
arrested in 1932 at the age of 16, and
was sentenced to life imprisonment by
the British. It is remarkable how a girl
this young went to battle to protect her
faith and it is equally disappointing that
she doesn’t figure anywhere as a symbol
of Naga courage in Naga literature and
history.

Naga Separatism, Armed Rebellion
and Christianity
The present Naga separatist movement
is owed to these historical influences
instigated by British colonial rule. The
idea, rhetoric and narrative were the
basis for the claims made by the Naga
separatist groups. Once a common
language had been established,
religious affiliation brought in trust,
and the result was that the Nagas
readily accepted the ideas put forth by
the British for  self determination,
democratic principles and western
institutions.

We cannot alter the fact that the
Naga villages or tribes were in a state of
war, one against another with no bond
of unity, no idea of a common interest
or objectives and no concept of a Naga
nation before the British and the
missionaries appeared on the scene. In
such a context, Naga nationalism was
born under the impact of the British
administration and thereafter
nourished by the missionary educated
Nagas in the early 1940s, down till the
present day.
One of the events amongst many,

that sowed the seeds of nationalism,
was the Reid and Coupland Plan. It was
to be a Crown Colony comprising of
India’s northeast and parts of northwest
Burma. The Crown Colony plan, (even
though it did not materialise),
developed consciously and sub
consciously in the political minds of the
Nagas. This  encouraged tribal
separatism and finally developed into
the long running discord between the
Nagas and the Government of India.
Initially, the Nagas sought political

mechanisms for addressing their
concerns about the territorial union
with India. Their demands at the time
were only limited to some amount of
autonomy and self-governance. The
Naga Club, established in 1929 to
address these concerns was established
by anglicised missionary school
educated Nagas and British Officers. In
1945, C. R. Pawsey, the deputy
commissioner of the Naga Hills District,
established the Naga Hills District
Tribal Council as a forum of the various
Naga groups. It replaced the Naga Club
and finally formed the Naga National
Council (NNC) which in any case was
the brainchild again of the British. Let
me point out here that during this time
the Christian population was only
about 20%; it was only after 1940 and
the creation of these political platforms
that the Christian population increased
to 45%.
NNC leadership like Angami Zapu

Phizo, under the influence of
missionaries like Rev. Michael Scott,
who supplied arms and ammunition in

Red Cross boxes to Phizo in order to aid
armed rebellion, changed the agenda
from autonomy to sovereignty. Violence
ensued and Christianity increased. If
you look at Church records, one will
notice the increase in Christianity was
substantial during times of conflict. In
the 50’s, the increase in growth was
substantial, but it was only after the
expulsion of Phizo and Rev. Scott and
the Shillong Accord in 1975, that the
rate of conversion exploded.
Expectedly there was a conflict

between the leadership of the NNC over
the Accord, divided into the moderates
and the hardliners. Isak Chishi Swu,
Thuingaleng Muivah, S.S. Khaplang
formed NSCN as a new separatist
organisation with civil and military
wings. The Baptist Church membership
peaked in 1976 and by 1980 it had
increased by 55%. Anyone, with a
spiritual bent of mind will realise that
accepting a new religion can only come
out of a spiritual experience, therefore
the not so invisible hand that aided
these mass conversions was the
aggression of armed groups like NSCN
which further fractionalised in 1988
forming NSCN (K) led by Khaplang and
NSCN (IM) led by Isak and Muivah.

The Way Forward
Despite using the political, religious
and conflict mechanisms to gain
sovereignty from the Indian central
government, the Naga groups have not
had much success. Though the British
provided the education and
information for the mobilisation of the
Nagas, the distinction between the
ethnic constitution in Nagaland and
mainstream India created the necessity
for political mobilisation based on
ethnicity to address various issues.
However, they have failed to take

into consideration that when India
became a Nation, over 643 recognised
unique indigenous tribes and over 2000
ethnicities came together based on
historical commonalities that go far
beyond the last century. As for religion,
there are over 2.8 crore Christians in
India (majority of whom live in other
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parts of India). Meghalaya and
Mizoram, also states with a majority
Christian population have assimilated
without losing their “uniqueness”.
One of the most influential

modernists, Ernest Gellner proposed
that nations and nationalism are the
result of the process of modernisation.
In the famous ‘Warwick Debates’ that
occurred in 1995 between Gellner and
Anthony D. Smith, Gellner suggested
ethnic and cultural factors are
transformed by economic and scientific
changes. In which case, nations and
nationalism are the result of modern
processes. Gellner defined nationalism
as ‘the striving to make culture and
polity congruent, to endow a culture
with its own political roof, and not more
than one roof at that’. For Gellner,
nationalism is rooted in ‘the distinctive
structural requirements of industrial
society,’ a characteristic of modern
societies. Nations are created because
of the need to create a standardised and
homogenous high culture to meet the
demands created by industrialisation.
The Naga separatists would benefit

greatly and be in a position to serve the
Naga population by understanding the

needs of the modern world and
relinquishing archaic and pre designed
ideas of sovereignty. Decades of conflict
has destroyed the aspirations of
generations of Nagas. The Nagas, in the
meantime bleed and continue to pay
multiple taxes to multiple factions —
NSCN-IM, NSCN-K, NSCN-KK, NSCN-
U, NSCN-R amongst many others. Mass
civil organisations like ACAUT (Against
Corruption and Unabated Taxation) are
testimony to their suffering. There are
so many factions now that in fact even
the Nagas are unsure of how many.
During my time travelling and meeting
Kilosners (Ministers) of the various
separatist groups in Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh, I noticed the
absence of any sort of economic plan
for the future of the Nagas; on the
contrary they disregarded completely
the emotions of mass movements of
organisations like ACAUT.
The time has come for the

responsibility of this conflict and its
consequences to lie on the shoulders of
the Naga separatists. In the 2014 Indian
general elections, the voter turn out in
Nagaland was a staggering 87%, the
highest in India. This is a token of faith

of the Naga civil society in the Indian
Nation. If this is not recognised by the
leaders of the near defunct separatist
movements, then their motives for the
welfare of the Nagas are certainly
questionable. NSCN-K unilaterally
abrogated the ceasefire with the
government of India in 2015 and
Khaplang since has died. With the rest
of the leadership ageing, they would be
better off leaving a legacy of peace
rather than conflict. They would also do
well to remember the words of the poet,
A.C. Swinburne, in ‘The Garden of
Prosperine’:

“That no life lives for ever;
That dead men rise up never;
That even the weariest river
Winds somewhere safe to sea”

Ms Rami Niranjan Desai is a social
scientist with degrees in Theology and
Anthropology of Religion from King's
college, London. She was the former
director of North East Policy Institute

and has over a decade of field
experience in conflict areas especially

in northeast India.
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Peace and stability are considered as
some of the prime factors of
development, primarily in India’s North
Eastern Region (NER) which is politically
volatile and conflict ridden. In the face of
insurgency, ethnic-conflicts and illegal
migration, the region is considered to be
one of the most troubled hot spots in
South Asia. Traditionally, various geo-
political and socio-economic
impediments have kept the NER isolated
from the rest of India. It is unlikely that
the Northeast will undergo a drastic
transformation in the near future unless
it is opened up to the world. Ever rising
unemployment is considered to be a
major factor behind insurgency. High
incidence of poverty has enabled the
insurgent groups to recruit new
members through illegally raised money.
Indeed, the major source of financing
insurgency in NER has been extortion
which is termed “taxation” by insurgent
groups.

The NER demonstrates a unique
human experiment of unity in diversity –

a conglomeration of different ethnic
groups having different political
affiliations and aspirations. However,
people in the rest of India often believe
NER as a single block, thereby ignoring
the immense diversity in culture,
interests and aspirations. This kind of ill-
informed perception has also hindered
the chances of resolving the issues of
under-development in the region.
Improved transport infrastructure and
connectivity, enhanced trade and free
movement of goods & people would help
transform the region. However, given the
past history of violent protests against
massive influx of illegal immigrants on
the one hand, and the internal
contradictions within the region on the
other, the road to development and
peace may not be a smooth sail. 

Manipur, which has been hard hit by
the activities of militant outfits, has been
the most disturbed state in the NER.
While the spiralling unemployment
among the educated youths and
economic backwardness in the state is
considered as the cause of insurgency in
Manipur, it is argued that the rise of
turmoil in the state has a fragment of
historical issue, coupled with a sense of
alienation prevailing in the minds of
youths. The situation had precipitated
due to mounting tension between
various ethnic and tribal groups. The
trend of violence Manipur experienced
in the recent past also demonstrated the
level of instability and threat to security
in every aspect. Frequent insurgency
related bandhs and economic blockades,
unprovoked killings, extortion, bomb
blasts and protestations have adversely
impacted development.

Militancy in the NER has affected the

region in a devastating way and stunted
its economic growth. In addition,
competing demands and conflicting
interests of different ethnic groups over
the limited economic resources caused
further rise of insurgency related
activities. Huge development funds in
the form of grant-in-aid allotted to the
North Eastern states by the central
government have not brought the
desired results. This has vindicated the
viewpoint that shortage of funds has not
been the root cause of the prevailing
conflict situation in the region. According
to some reports, development funds are
being diverted and accumulated in the
hands of middlemen or vested interests.
In essence, the existing political
dispensation and the administrative
mechanism in the region couldn’t deliver
the required process of implementation.
The consequence is that the NER in
general still felt deprived of socio-
economic security due to economic
backwardness and a high deficit in the
area of infrastructure development, even
after seven decades of independence. On
the one hand, a fragile security
environment has been hampering
development, and on the other hand,
lack of development or lopsided
development coupled with perceived
sense of alienation among the
indigenous people has complicated the
conflict situation. Thus, the insurgency
issues, which have impacted the security
environment in the NER, were found to
be involved in the vicious process of
cause and effect. The linkages between
insurgency and unemployment have
also added more fuel to the problem
faced by the region. The educational
institutions in the region produce huge

SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT
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unemployed degree holders, as they
provide prototype education, preparing
youths only for unproductive and
unskilled jobs. Unemployment is
rampant in India’s North East, and the
poor states in the region could not meet
the ever rising demands. Such a situation
has further heightened the frustration
and anxiety amongst the larger chunk of
young population in the region.

There are reports of insurgent outfits

in this North Eastern Region having
nexus with politicians and other
organisations. Hence, insurgency has
become more of an endemic and yet
complex problem which has completely
engulfed the region resulting in the
breakdown of the states and their
economies. To make things worse, the
North East India has been deprived of the
economic opportunities like
infrastructure, connectivity and

entrepreneurship, thereby disrupting
development in the region that has been
trailing behind the rest of the other states
of mainland India. Though the region is
endowed with abundant natural and
human resources, it is yet to be utilised or
harnessed at the optimum level. The
North East has the potential to become
the hub of regional economic
development as it provides the strategic
link between the markets of India and
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South East Asian countries. India’s NER
can completely transform itself as the
booming growth centre of India and
showcase as the most sought after region
which was ignored even during the post-
independence era, until India embarked
on its Look East Policy (LEP) Phase-II in
the beginning of the 21st Century.

Physical expansion of road networks
in the border region per se may not
necessarily limit the activities of
insurgents. At the same time, better
connectivity would facilitate deployment
and movement of troops for border
patrols and to contain subversive
activities of insurgents. In the long run,
this is expected to augment the capability
and efficiency of the establishment in
securing the highways and other
strategic areas which have significant
growth potential. The Asian Highway
Project, the Trilateral Highway and other
national projects including the East-West
Corridor project, Trans-Asian railways,
expansion of railways network etc. are
aimed at improving connectivity and
development of infrastructure in the
region. This would also serve the twin
objectives of providing better security
and facilitating overall development.
Since development activities cannot be
undertaken without proper
infrastructure installations and this in
turn requires investment and security
coverage, the need for security coverage
remains primarily significant. Better
connectivity, which will also enhance
movement of information and materials,
is expected to improve market
accessibility, health care and education
etc. It would eventually help win over the
locals on development issues and
restrain them from joining insurgency
movements. Development of
infrastructure in the region is considered
as the necessary pre-condition for the
realisation of the objectives of the LEP,
and the Asian Highway Project is one of
the most important components of this
grand vision. Therefore, violence
associated with insurgency and easy
money can only delay and deny the
peace, progress and prosperity that are
the aspirations of every individual. The

argument is that connectivity assured by
global transportation projects like the
Asian Highway, which is multimodal, has
the potential to open up the landlocked
regions like India’s North East and end
isolation in both physical and
psychological sense, to provide intra-
regional as well as inter-regional
integration, and to promote
development which is crucial to conflict
transformation.

Lack of infrastructure, economic
disparity and ever increasing number of
educated unemployed youths has fuelled
social unrest in the region. In most of the
North Eastern states except Assam,
public sector employment has been the
only means of employment as there are
no private industries or firms in the
region. It has become a vicious cycle,
wherein underdevelopment and lack of
infrastructure fuel insurgency, and
insurgency prevents investment from
private sectors, and lack of investment in
turn undermines development process.
The Asian Highway project is one of the
first major steps in breaking this vicious
cycle of poverty-underdevelopment-
insurgency-investment. The project aims
to connect and integrate the isolated
regions of the NER, not only in terms of
physical connectivity but also in terms of
economic activities, through an
integrated network of roads and provide
them opportunities to participate in the
larger development process.

In the face of globalisation, the

Government of India changed its
perception of the North East and
pursued its Act East Policy (AEP). The
new approach, as manifested in the
pursuit of physical connectivity to South
East Asia, also has the implication of
establishing the critical link between
development and security. India has
moved away from an exclusive focus on
economic development to a broader
agenda of regional security cooperation.
Apparently, the challenges of integrating
the region politically convinced the
Government of India of the need to
follow the path of economic
development to restore stability in the
North East as evident in the extension of
the Border Area Development
Programme (BADP) to the North East. In
short, development of infrastructure and
integration of NER — economic and
psychological — with the rest of India as
well as the neighbouring countries would
be critical to peace and development in
the conflict ridden NER. The evolving
convergence of services representing
various critical sectors like transport,
tourism and trade & commerce in the
State of Manipur, which occupies a
strategic position in NER, will go a long
way in transforming the Region.

Dr Shristi Pukhrem is Senior Research
Fellow at India Foundation. She focusses

on India-ASEAN Relations and Act East
Policy of India.
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North East India is a
collage of culture,
d e m o g r a p h i c
diversity and
untapped economic
potential. It is a
treasure of ‘folk
knowledge’ and
‘traditional wisdom’
that has sustained

civilisation for millennia,  without any
external linkages. It holds 22 percent of
India’s forest cover, 8 percent of its land
mass and 4 percent of its population. It is
surplus in water, land, forests and
resources and is indeed the geo-strategic
and economic pivot of India.

Geographic disposition of North East
India makes it a land bridge to South East
Asia. It gives India access to Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Tibet and Nepal.
All seven states give access to a foreign
country, which is both an opportunity
and also a vulnerability. It is India’s
Alaska, but remains asphyxiated in
conflict due to secessionist movements
and inter-tribal clashes. The conflict in
the Northeast is due to a mix of socio
economic factors, misperception of
threats to cultural sovereignty, traditional
land rights and politico-economic
aspirations of the tribals.

The potential of this geographical and
economic pivot needs to be unlocked. It
is currently strangulated in internal
security quagmire and regional politics.
Professor Pranab Das in his report,
“North–East, ‘The Power House of India’:
Prospect and Problems” estimated that
North Eastern States including Sikkim
have the potential of 84,000 MW of hydro
power which is about 43 per cent of the
total hydro power generation capacity in
the country. However only 5 percent of

this power has been harnessed so far.
Lying between two energy surplus states
Myanmar and Bangladesh, it has the
potential to harness their power too,
making it the Manchester of India.

Challenges to Develop North East
India
The North East Region (NER) has
historical and cultural linkages with the
neighbouring countries. Thriving cross
border trade existed mainly on barter
and on local currency. This was disrupted
by partition, with negative impact on the
economy of the region, which thereafter
became a hub of smuggling of
contraband, drugs, weapons and even
consumer goods. With the onset of
insurgency, the illegal trade routes were
taken over by various insurgent groups,
which gave birth to the conflict economy,
that thrived due to mis-governance and
poor connectivity. The thriving illegal
trade led to clash of interest among the
insurgent groups and tribes as a result of
which armed gangs, under the pretext of
fighting for tribal sovereignty
mushroomed, to control the key areas
along the international borders.

Development of North East was
hampered largely due to mis-governance
and inability of the elected government
to deliver governance. Delivery of
governance can be ensured when people
are connected by physical and digital
communication. Both these aspects of
connectivity were not looked at and there
was hardly any communication for
grievance redressal of people by elected
governments. Under such
circumstances, corruption, nepotism
and nexus between state administration
and insurgents took root. It suited
politicians, bureaucrats and insurgents,

because they all flourished and remained
unaccountable to the people and the
nation. Even today, three state capitals
are not even connected by rail and the
border areas still remain geographically
distanced from their state capitals.

There is a lack of understanding of
geographical realities of the North East.
The complaint of the people of the NER is
that policies are made from Delhi
without understanding the geography
and demography of the region. That is
why India’s Look East policy remained a
slogan, without having any impact,
economic or otherwise on the people.
For the Act East policy to fructify, internal
connectivity within the NER is a
prerequisite, followed by connectivity
with the rest of the country as also with
neighbouring countries. Act East must be
looked at from Guwahati and not from
Delhi, the idea being to integrate the NER
with  South East Asia and ASEAN. 

Insurgency remains a curse in the
NER, and this must be resolved using
both hard and soft power. Proxies are
making an endeavour to give impetus to
the insurgency and there is a move to
coordinate and reorganise splinter
groups under umbrella organisations so
that the rank and file do not erode
further.With the assistance of Chinese
intelligence agencies, Manipur insurgent
groups have been brought under one
operational umbrella as Coordination
Committee (CorCom). Members of
CorCom include, Kangleipak
Communist Party (KCP), Kanglei Yawol
Kanna Lup (KYKL), People's
Revolutionary Party of Kangleipak
(PREPAK), PREPAK (Progressive),
Revolutionary People's Front and United
National Liberation Front (UNLF).
Similarly United National Liberation
Front of West South East Asia (UNLFW)
have been created by brining together
NSCN-Khaplang,ULFA-Independent,

INDIA’S GEOSTRATEGIC AND
ECONOMIC PIVOT

Brig Narender Kumar, SM, VSM
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Kangleipak Communist Party (KCP),
Kanglei Yawol Kunna Lup (KYKL),
People’s Revolutionary Party of
Kangleipak (PREPAK), People’s
Liberation Army (PLA), United National
Liberation Front (UNLF) and National
Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB
Songbijit faction). This endeavour is to
reignite insurgency in the North East,
which must be crushed at the earliest.

Threat to internal security is not only
from the armed rebellions but also from
the colonisation of Brahmaputra Valley
and demographic inversion. The NER
has approximately 26 major tribes and
more than 200 sub tribes apart from
Ahoms. The tribes are largely territorial in
nature and thus any encroachment on
their territory would attract tribal
backlash. As a result the illegal migrants
have settled in Brahmaputra Valley and
occupied large tracts of forest and vacant
land. The indigenous people now feel
that their traditional rights are being
compromised for political gains. These
tribes and illegal migrants have not been
able to amalgamate in one society and as
a result has led to tribal versus settler and
inter-tribal clashes.

There are certain fundamental issues
that have remained mired in ambiguity.
There is often a complaint by the local
government, society and people that
there is no synergy in the perceived
interests of state and centre government.
The policies framed by the Centre look
into perceived national interest, often
compromising local interests. People
demand that policy formation should be
state and region specific and not Centre
specific. A Tangkhul Naga leader from
Ukhrul told the author that the conflict is
mainly due to local and regional issues
and such issues cannot be negotiated
from Delhi. Ultimately, the dialogue has
to be between people and ethnosocial
groups. Negotiating an agreement
between the stakeholders without
creating a direct dialogue and
communication between the tribes is
unlikely to succeed. Thus the first step
should be to open direct communication
between the local tribes and interlocutor
should only facilitate to iron out issues of

economic development, territorial rights,
cultural over-reach and amnesty and
rehabilitation to the misguided youths.
The accords often fail if the agreement is
forced top down, which is why it should
be a bottoms up approach.

NER as an Economic Pivot
Former Prime Minister Mr Atal Bihari
Vajpayee said, “When I look at the North
East, I also look at India’s extended
neighbourhood in South East Asia…
because of its proximity with the South
East Asian markets, India’s North East
enjoys locational advantage of great
importance… vibrant commercial
exchange with South east Asia can
galvanise growth and development in the
North East including through tourism
where I see a major synergy”. Foundation
for economic and cultural integration of
the NER with South East Asia can only be
laid on physical and digital connectivity.
The pace of connectivity needs impetus
and regional and local government has to
play larger role in ensuring conducive
conditions for maintaining steady pace
of development.

India’s total bilateral trade with
ASEAN in 2005-06 was USD 21 billion.
This increased to USD 65 billion in 2015-
16. Ironically, the NER does not
contribute significantly to the above. If
India’s Act East policy is to work, it must
make the NER a trade corridor for ASEAN
and immediate neighbourhood. It would
require infrastructure in terms of

connectivity, dry ports, trade convention
centres for interaction with the industry
and suitable and secure economic hub
centres. Guwahati, Imphal, Aizawl and
Agartala should be developed as dry
ports with commercial trading
infrastructure. A modest target should be
to trade of at least 10 percent of total
trade with ASEAN through the North
East. Similarly, the trade to Bhutan and
Bangladesh should also be from NER
instead of from Kolkata.

There are various models of economic
integration with the neighbouring
countries. It ranges from integration
through infrastructure, consumer
markets, soft skills and socio economic
institutions. Economic integration for
bilateral trade is subject to fluctuation
and availability of quality products at
competitive cost. However, economic
integration through infrastructure, soft
skills and socio economic institutions
has long shelf life. If we study Chinese
model, it started with trade relations
based on consumer markets at highly
competitive cost and is now shifting to
infrastructure linkages because that has
infinite life such as BRI and C-PEC. India
has an advantage of cultural and ethnic
similarities with the regional neighbours
and historical and cultural ties with some
of the ASEAN nations. Thus, more than
trade, India should look at integration
through infrastructure, soft skills and
institutional linkages.

Myanmar and Bangladesh are gas
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surplus nations. Both nations are hungry
for power and energy. India can make up
current deficiency of power in the NER
by importing gas and surplus power can
be exported back to Bangladesh,
Myanmar and even to Nepal. It would
require setting up some of the gas power
generation plants along the borders of
these countries to facilitate export of the
surplus electricity. Thus, a model of
import gas and export electricity or
construct and run gas power plants in the
respective countries is a viable option. It
would generate revenue and make up
deficiency of electricity of states such as
Nagaland, Manipur and Aizawl.

The NER could also be made an
exclusive agriculture, horticulture, flower
and herb cultivation zone. No other
region has such a vast variety of fruits,
organic food, flowers and herbs that can
be grown in the North East. India can be
a global leader in flower, vegetable and
organic food export from the North East.
Even the orchid flowers in the North East
have more than 500 exotic varieties in the
wild and can be mass produced in
specially designed farms. Similarly,
places like Sikkim can be made organic
food exclusive zone. However, it would
require supply chain and government
support to oversee production of cash
crops (vegetables, fruits, herbs and
flowers). Once the quality of produce
stabilises and production and quantum
improves, these products could be
directly exported from the NER to ASEAN
and to other parts of the world.

Jhum cultivation is part of the culture
since the land is collective holding of the
community. It certainly destroys the
green cover, however, it can be made
commercially viable and prevent
destruction of green cover. Normally a
piece of land is used after a gap of
approximately 10 years. While the
vegetation is cleared and trees are cut
and sold as timber, however, there is lack
of understanding with regard to cutting
of mother trees. Tribal need to be
educated and made aware that mother
trees should be protected for
rejuvenation of the forest cover. In
addition there are large numbers of local

spices including teak that can grow to a
reasonable height and thickness in a
decade and can be used for commercial
farming. Thus, while doing Jhum, the
saplings of teak and endemic species of
trees should be distributed for
plantation. Once the locals understand
the commercial value, it would open
another avenue of sapling nurseries on
commercial scale. As a result forest cover
can be retained and Jhum would provide
teak/timber as commercial scale.

Long term relationship is maintained
through development of leadership and
alumni associations. The South East
Asian nations look forward to Indian
institutes of higher education in the field
of quality schools, IT, management,
medical sciences, social sciences, art,
culture and language. There is a need to
create international institutions for
ASEAN and immediate neighbours
(Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar and
Bhutan). These institutes should be
developed and catered for international
students with the state of the art facilities
at Guwahati, Imphal, Shillong, Agartala,
Kohima, Itanagar and Aizawl. The model
that could be worked out is 30 percent
students from neighbouring
countries/ASEAN, 20 percent all India
composition and 40 percent students
from the NER. Similarly, Manipur and
Mizoram should have sports
development centres catering for sports
person of Nepal, India, Bhutan,
Myanmar and Bangladesh in the field of
football, boxing, archery and hockey.
These institutions would act as basic
building blocks of permanent
ambassadors of India in these countries.
India could offer 25 percent vacancies to
the sportsperson of foreign countries and
balance from rest of India. The school
boys association is stronger than any
other bond. Thus, even certain
international schools providing quality
education, sports and academic
environment should be created. Schools
on the pattern of RIMC and
militaryschools should be created for
international students in the NER. This
will ensure alumni in almost all fields
including military.

Making NER power surplus by
exploiting hydropower and gas, is an area
that India needs to focus. Even the
Eastern Nepal rivers are required to be
incorporated to build surplus power for
the regional countries. China is
integrating immediate and extended
neighbourhood through BRI. India
should just look at integrating immediate
neighbourhood through power and soft
skill development. It is achievable and
doable but requires credible and fixed
timelines. Since the projects would be of
strategic nature, hence agencies with
credible track records should be
involved. In Maldives, India lost an
opportunity and toe hold on the
strategically significant island nation
because commercial interests were
overriding the strategic interests and
India lost both due to myopic and narrow
approach of developer.  Tourism sector
remains unexplored. People need to be
skilled to host tourists in traditional way
of life of the tribal culture and home stay.

Conclusion
The NER gives India a strategic pivot to
interact economically, culturally and
socially with ASEAN and immediate
neighbouring countries. These nations
act as buffer but could also become a
cause of internal instability if not
handled in an astute manner. India must
develop the NER, first internally and then
link it with the regional countries. It
should become a destination for job
seekers in the farming, food processing,
herbs, flower cultivation and marketing
sector. It has the potential to be a global
leader in organic farm sector and
government must incentivise organic
farming before the soil is destroyed
forever by unscientific method of use of
fertiliser. The NER is our heritage which
must be protected and its potential fully
realised.

Brig Narender Kumar, an Infantry
Officer, commanded a Rashtriya Rifles

Battalion in J&K and Assam Rifle Sector
in Manipur. He is currently

Distinguished Fellow at United Services
Institution of India, New Delhi.
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W
hat kind of pens are
being manufactured
these days? lamented
Brig. C.V. Bhandari, MVC,

when the expensive, gold capped
ballpoint pen refused to write. It was
after the ceremonial guest dinner in our
mess and the visitor’s book was to be
signed.

“This dry weather is the root cause,”
he mumbled, shaking the pen
vigorously. It still refused to write. I took
out my pen from my pocket, rubbed the
nib, checked whether it was moist and
handed it over to him.

Brig Bhandari and I are course mates;
we were trained together. We also fought
the 1971 war together. He was initially
with me on the Eastern border but later
shifted to the Akhnoor Sector on the
Western Front. Now, many years later,
on his promotion to the Brigadier’s rank,
he took over the nearby artillery brigade.
I had called him over to the Air Force
unit I was commanding.

“Did you know that in December ’71,
as many as four pens refused to write?” I
said, in a conversational tone. “The
Surrender Document was finally signed
with an ordinary pen, after anxious
moments for both Gen. Niazi and Gen.
Aurora”.

“Dacca in any case is not a dry place,
but it must have been a hot evening,
with so many helicopters landing with
the top brass of all the Services!” he
replied. “But weren’t you all worried that
something could go amiss?”

“Yes, The possibility was there” I said.
“The general mood was pro-India and
the Ramna Race Course was teeming
with more than half a million people,
both troops and civilians. A few
helicopters had come from Calcutta, but
a majority had taken off from Agartala. It
was late in the afternoon”.

My mind wandered off to that day, so

many years ago. It was just as if I had
been transported back in time. Only
minutes earlier we had landed in Dacca.
The residents of the city had thronged
the sides of the roads to welcome us. All
cars, buses, indeed each and every
means of transportation were loaded
with people, all heading towards the
Ramna Race Course. There was a smart
journalist from the Time Magazine, and
I latched on to him, till we reached the
site. The Pakistani general looked sad
and forlorn, but he was calm and
dignified when he handed over his
personal weapon to Gen. Aurora in a
symbolic gesture of surrender.

The pistol was accepted and both
proceeded to the table to sign the
surrender document. There was much
jostling among the people, and more so
among the photographers, to record a
major ceremonial surrender after World
War II. The sun was about to set and
there was no lighting arrangement. That
was when the pens also refused to write!

Apart from anything else, the
helicopters were also to get airborne
from the airfield at Kurmitola, where the
night facilities had also been damaged
during the war. Staying the night in war-
torn Dacca was unthinkable.

Two gold-capped pens of foreign
make were tried initially. They refused to
cooperate. Then the General’s own pen
was tried. Then another and finally a not
so expensive pen did the trick. The first
A of General A.A.K. Niazi’s signature on
the first sheet of the document was a
witness to this non-acceptance act!

My reverie was interrupted by the
Brigadier. “You flew the choppers at a
much later stage of your service. How
come you landed up there at Dacca,
with the Helicopters?” he queried, then
added, “All these days it never occurred
to me what a fighter pilot, and that too a
junior one, was doing in Dacca that
evening”.

“You see, it was a kind gesture by the
top brass of the Air Force to let the
fighter boys see for themselves the
accuracy of the bombings. The fighters
helped the land forces win the war, but it
was the helicopters which hastened the
surrender,” I replied. “If you carefully see
the famous surrender ceremony
photograph, I am in the row behind the
Admiral, Air Marshal and General,
witnessing the entire thing”.

“Sir,” the staff officer murmured
softly, pointing towards the book, in a
gentle reminder of the duty at hand.
With a stylish flourish my course mate
signed the visitor’s book and I took the
pen of 1971 fame and put it back in my
pocket.

Wg Cdr SS Krishnamurthy flew the
helicopters in the IAF from 1967 to

1990, right through the 1971 war and all
regions including the South Pole. He
also flew in the civil and has settled in

Mumbai. He looks after the Flight
Safety in one of the Off-shore
companies in Juhu. Most of his

anecdotes and articles are written
under the pseudonym 'Capt. Sudhir

Kumar Khanna’.

PENNING HISTORY
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The very first days of the new year have
seen a macabre and explosive spectacle
being played out in front of the eyes of
the country’s hapless citizens. A
complete non-issue has been carefully
orchestrated by some opposition
political parties to mutate into a major
national-security issue. Two major cities
in Maharashtra have been taken over by
a supposedly spontaneous crowd,
which is actually playing a role that has
been fine-tuned and refined by forces
that have nothing to do with this trivial
matter.
What we are seeing is a meticulously

designed build-up to the 2019 national
elections on the part of the forces that
were decimated in the hustings in 2014
and later in a number of state elections,
the most important being the UP
contest in March 2017. Just after the
momentous event, this writer assessed
the significance of what had happened
in India’s most populous state, and
suggested that the “Hindoo” had finally
woken up and had asserted her/his
rights and dignity, usurped long ago by
the Gandhi-Nehru-Gandhi (GNG)
oligarchs (https://swarajyamag.com/

politics/up-polls-has-the-hindoo-
worm-finally-turned).
When the NDA regime took over in

May 2014, Narendra Modi and his team
did not really factor in the challenges
they would have to face, despite the
overwhelming mandate they had got
from the Indian electorate. They could
never grasp the fact that the Congress
and its allies were not people who would
roll over quietly and play by the rules of
the game, as laid down under our
Constitution and our legal framework.
The scorched-earth policy of all

departing oligarchs is well-documented
in numerous studies, but our new
rulers, wet-behind-their ears, took some
time to fully understand how grim the
scenario was. The insidious elite in New
Delhi’s Lutyens Zone (LZ) had honed its
skills for decades after 1947 and indeed
for many hundreds of years earlier,
under the Muslim raj and then under
Pax Britannica. I must hasten to clarify
that the LZ denizens do not merely
comprise folks who are inhabitants of
this small municipal zone in the nation’s
capital. LZ wallahs include all those who
subscribe to the ethos and “values” of
the ideology spawned here.
To give just a few examples, the LZ

mafia have in their fold the media
honchos (particularly in the English
MSM), the jholawallahs from all over the
country, the Muslim-Christian clergy,
the erstwhile comrades who are now
confined to two backward enclaves of
the country, and assorted “intellectuals”
from universities, academic / research
institutions and other talking shops,
specially in the JNU and similar
cesspools. The other large component
in the LZ cabal is made up of the
beneficiaries of the loot and corruption

of the Indian economic system that was
designed and run by the GNG trio.
These two components are mutually

dependent and supportive; they
reinforce each other’s efforts. To give a
simple example, the money bags
support the other groups when they
oppose the new regime in the streets or
in the various “intellectual” platforms.
The “intellectuals,” in turn, provide fig
leafs for the economic and industrial
barons, and the humongous crimes and
offences they have committed and still
continue to commit.
The first common attribute they all

share is that they have drunk deeply and
prolifically from the wells of corruption
and graft that were dug by the Congress
and its allies for nearly 65 years after
independence. The second
characteristic is their visceral animosity
to this country’s ancient culture and
civilisation. 4000 odd years of glorious
achievements and accomplishments of
this land and our Indic civilisation in
numerous fields have all been brushed
under the carpet and made to
disappear.
This essay is an attempt to analyse

and assess the LZ coterie, specifically its
4th Estate component. There are only a
handful of writers in the Indian Fourth
Estate or in the country, for that matter,
who can take on the gang of
"secularists" and "liberals". These
“sarkari secularists” (SS), as I designated
them many years ago, had a simple
modus operandi. They covered up their
abysmal knowledge of India’s history,
civilisation, ethos and culture, only
through their command of English
vocabulary and prose.
These hacks are word-meisters and

spin-doctors, but serious writers, never.

PRESERVING OUR CULTURAL
HERITAGE
Jay Bhattacharjee
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More on this tribe later. This brings me
back to the lonely brigade of Indic
culture empathisers in the nation's
Fourth Estate, both in the print and the
electronic varieties, and in the Indian
academic and intellectual world as a
whole. This does not mean that there are
not enough "Hindu Internet Fanatics,”
as one TV anchor contemptuously
characterised them. Mercifully, there are
a huge number who rush to defend their
history and perceived socio-cultural
psyche when these are distorted and
insulted.
However, this intrepid group is made

up of mere foot soldiers. They need their
colonels, brigadiers and generals, to
guide them and help them win the war.
Make no mistake — it is a war out there.
The most prominent figures in the desi
media and the academic world are
ardent “secularists,” whose raison d'être
is to mock, trivialise, distort and
undermine our ancient heritage and
civilisation. Backed by the formidable
financial clout of the large print and TV
organisations, bolstered by the political
power of the Indian state under the
GNG trio, these Gunga Din types were in
action almost every day, sprouting their
sordid agenda. If their venom against
their own roots is spewed out before an
international (read "Western")
audience, the more is their zeal. The LZ
coterie has, if anything else, become
more strident and shrill after their
patrons lost their gaddi in May 2014.
What makes these characters behave

the way they do? One explanation
attributes their behaviour to the
"Macaulay indoctrination". This refers
to the spread of English education in the
country, starting with Bengal in the mid-
19th century. Along with the growth of
English-language educational
institutions in urban India, there was a
corresponding decline in the
institutions that primarily used Indian
languages. This inevitably led to young
Indian minds forgetting their own
culture and history, and losing their
ancient civilisational roots. However,
this thesis is clearly facile.
To start with, until recently, the initial

years of schooling for most Indian
children, even in urban India, were in
Indian languages. The passage to a full
English curriculum took place in late
middle-school, around the age of 11-13.
Unless, of course, you were in one of the
so-called convent schools, where the
medium of instruction was English
throughout. These, then, could possibly
be the culprits. Here again, we may be
generalising.
Many illustrious members of the

Bengal renaissance were groomed in
convent schools. One of the most
powerful poets in the Bengali language,
Michael Madhusudhan Dutt, was from
this milieu. Poet Tagore, also went
briefly to a missionary school. Netaji

Subhas Bose and Sri Aurobindo
graduated from Cambridge, where they
nurtured their Indian roots. As an aside,
we should note that the excellent
academic performance of these two
titans rankles with the GNG gang and
the SS lot, since their own icon
Jawaharlal Nehru’s academic record in
Cambridge was disastrous.
No, we will have to seek the causes of

the “secularist” malaise elsewhere. One

of the definitive studies of the mental
and psychological make-up of colonised
populations was done by the Franco-
West Indian scholar Frantz Fanon,
whose iconic work The Wretched of the
Earth is well-known in India and the
English-speaking world. It is however,
his earlier book Black Skin, White Masks
(1952) that contains the most perceptive
analysis of the issue we are discussing
here — the feeling of inadequacy and
low self-esteem that colonised people
display vis-à-vis their erstwhile
conquerors and colonisers.
In this pioneering study, Fanon looks

at black people who had lost their
indigenous culture and had embraced
the civilisation of their occupiers. They

ape the norms of the colonisers
fervently, while running down their own
indigenous roots. This trait, according to
Fanon, is particularly widespread
among the upwardly mobile and
educated blacks.
This is the crux of the entire disease.

We have a near-perfect parallel to what
is on display among the LZ glitterati.
After 800 odd years of Islamic and
British rule, the Indian elite and
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intellectuals are copybook examples of
the Fanon phenomenon: living,
breathing purveyors of a sordid
ideology. Their make-believe world is
that of the Mughal conquerors and the
English overlords; it is through these
prisms that they look at their own pre-
colonial civilisation and heritage.
Denigrating an ethos that is about 4000
years or so is what gives these people
their daily high.
A cousin of mine, a nuclear physicist

by training, who divides his time
between Europe and California, and
shares with me the same Vedic
monotheistic Brahmo Samaj
upbringing, was livid when he read an
eulogy of Husain authored by one of
these secularist storm-troopers. He E-
Mailed this ex-Calcuttan and castigated
the fellow for still living in the “make-
believe planet of Billy Bunter and Battler
Britain, Enid Blyton and Wodehouse,”
while the real bhadralog, who had also
gone through the same English

convent-school route, had never
adopted this factotum's mind-set.
Ouch, this must have hurt. Or possibly
not — the SS gang has notoriously thick
skins.
One can understand what drives the

press hacks, the politicos and the Page 3
slickers. But the “intellectuals," the
“buddhi-jeevis" as we call them?
Justifying the destruction of the
Somnath temple and eulogising
genocidal maniacs like Tughlaq,
Aurangzeb, Babar and Khilji? Let us
remember the outrageous stand that the
SS gang took on the Padmavati issue. A
parallel outrage would be if a powerful
coterie of French intellectuals takes it
upon themselves to denigrate Joan of
Arc or purvey the canards that the
English spread about her.
Our secularist intellectuals clearly

practise what the American playwright
Lillian Hellman spelt out so well. Our
“buddhi-jeevis” can “tell themselves
anything, sell themselves any bill of

goods, which is why they are so often
patsies of the ruling classes”. They are
always selling snake juice to the public.
It is a no-brainer to understand that an
individual has no right whatsoever
(under any platform, whether legal,
constitutional, moral or philosophical)
to depict the deities of 1 billion people
copulating with animals. It hurts when it
is done. It outrages when it is defended
and it provokes when it is encouraged.
Husain and people like Bhansali are
guilty of all three, while their camp-
followers in the LZ gang are guilty of the
last two.
The LZ mafia should also be

reminded of some basic legal and
constitutional frameworks that all
civilised countries follow. We should all
note that freedom of speech and liberty
of expression are always circumscribed
in these places. The landmark
judgement of Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes (pronounced many decades
back) that no one has the right to shout
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"fire" in a crowded theatre when there is
no conflagration (in other words,
disseminating a false warning under the
umbrella of free speech) is a cogent
analysis of the limits to freedom of
expression.
The relevant part of the Holmes

judgement is: “The most stringent
protection of free speech would not
protect a man falsely shouting fire in a
theatre and causing a panic. [...] The
question in every case is whether the
words used are used in such
circumstances and are of such a nature
as to create a clear and present danger
that they will bring about the
substantive evils that Congress has a
right to prevent. (United States Supreme
Court,Schenck v. United States, 1919).
In our Republic, the same norms

apply. Some of our basic freedoms (i.e.
Freedom of Religion under Article 25,
and Freedom of Expression under
Article 19) are all subject to public order,
decency and morality. A recent

judgement of the U.S. Supreme Court
extends the boundaries of the Holmes
verdict when it stipulates the following:
“The First Amendment, however, does
not protect certain limited categories of
speech that are “utterly without
redeeming social importance” (Free
Speech Coalition Case, 1999).
(Emphasis added)
The SS and the LZ lot have got away

with murder and mayhem simply
because the Indic civilisation forces
have been too mealy-mouthed and
defensive with them. It is high time that
India’s serial offenders are tackled
resolutely. It is no good emulating
gentlemanly behaviour in a war without
mercy, when an entire patrimony of
thousands of years is at stake.
Some historical parallels are in order.

In the Battle of Fontenoy in May 1745,
the French commander, following the
norms of chivalry prevalent in those
times, asked his English opponents to
shoot first. Now, this was an accepted

convention in the wars of that age and
the other side was not expected to take
this exhortation literally. However, the
English, being what they are, violated
this code of honour and started firing
without warning. The French took heavy
casualties initially but recovered to win
the battle convincingly.
In the present context, there are no

such guarantees of eventual success
when confronting evil venality. The LZ
and the SS groups are in a state of open
warfare against this country’s existential
roots. The Indic civilisation forces must
not let their guards down even for a
moment.

Jay Bhattacharjee is a policy and
corporate affairs analyst based in Delhi
who has worked in the corporate and

banking sectors. He studied Economics,
Finance and Sociology at Calcutta and
Cambridge and is a student of Indic

civilisation, history and military affairs.
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Trade and people to people relationship
plus the role of the only institution that
people respect in Nepal, the Nepal Army
holds the key to stability in the years
ahead. From the Indian side the policy
makers should be well aware that the
Nepalese Army bedrock and pillars are
the Indian Army ethos respecting the
democratic government in power. There
is a need to strengthen the relationship
between the two armies more than the
current levels, because of the respect
that the common man has for the army.
There is also a need to have soldiers in
the eminent persons group so as to
strengthen the diplomacy between the
two nations. 

Recently, elections were held in Nepal
on two days, 26 November and 07
December, respectively. Nepal’s federal
structure consists of two houses, House
of Representatives (HoR) Lower House,
and National Assembly (NA) Upper
House, both houses having near equal
powers. In the elections, the alliance of
the two Communist parties has
emerged victorious, winning 174 out of
275 seats, which is a near two-third

majority. Of this, the Communist Party
of Nepal (United Marxist-Leninist) has
won121 seats with both the First Past
the Post (FPTP) and Proportional
Representation(PR) methods. Nepal has
a complex election system; roughly 60
percent seats are decided on the FPTP
and 40 percent on PR system. Their
alliance partner, Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist-Centre) has won 53 seats
from both the methods. The Nepali
Congress (NC), seen as a pro India party,
won 23 seats in the FPTP method but
due to their vote share of 32.78 percent,
which is roughly half a percent less than
the vote share of the winner (Marxist-
Leninist), they got 40 seats in the PR
method and stand second with 63 seats.
The two communist parties, together,
thus make 174 seats while the NC has
only 63 seats.
The other parties like the Rastriya

Janta Party Nepal has a total of 11+6 (17)
seats, Federal Socialist Forum 16, and
five single seats to five parties. The scene
is thus set for Mr. Oli to take over, once
other formalities are resolved, and he
has fought the election mainly on an
anti India plank. In the NA or Upper
House, out of 59 members, 56 are
elected by Electoral College and three
are appointed by the President. There is
also a clash between the President,
Bidhya Devi Bhandari who is from the
Communist background, and the
caretaker PM, Sher Bahadur Deuba on
formation of Upper House and it still
remains an unresolved issue just as the
issue regarding formation of the
government and seven provinces are
concerned. The common man at
Kathmandu is yet to be convinced that
the elections will bring stability and
constitutional order because of

unresolved issues.
India had serious objections to the

promulgation of Nepal’s Constitution.
Nepal’s political class could not agree to
a Constitution. Thereafter, the big four
political parties, Nepali Congress (NC),
the Maoist (UCPN), Madhesi People’s
Rights Forum (Democratic) and the
Communist Party of Nepal (UML)
signed a deal on 8 June 2015, to bring
the Constitution out earliest, or else it
would miss another deadline. The
Second Constituent Assembly (CA)
finally submitted a draft Constitution
for Nepal which was earlier held up for a
variety of reasons, the major being a lack
of consensus amongst all the political
parties. The four parties that signed the
sixteen point agreement in effect left out
the contentious issue which lie at the
heart of the problem regarding the
provinces to a federal commission.
These contentious issues have still not
been resolved and are likely to pose a
problem in the formation of a
government post the current elections.
The heart of the problem lies in the
Madhesi issue.
The Madhesi issue has simply

refused to die down and caused a
temporary estranged relationship
between two time tested friends, Nepal
and India. The Madhesi had blocked the
border thus not allowing any land
connectivity between Nepal and India.
The agitation lasted nearly five months
and was also referred to as the
“unofficial blockade”. The stand of the
government of Nepal was that India was
supporting the blockade while the
Indian stance was that law and order
situation does not permit plying of
transport and that the Madhesi were
blocking the border.

INDO-NEPAL RELATIONS POST THE
CURRENT ELECTIONS OF 2017

Brig C S Thapa
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The leftist political parties
campaigned on an anti India platform
with the background of the blockade
still fresh in the minds of the people and
Oli won the current election. He may
thus be tempted to use this stance to
please his electorate. China, on the
other hand is keen to connect Nepal
with a railway line passing through
Rasugarhi, linking all the way up to
Lumbini, the place where Gautama
Buddha was born. The road and rail
network plus the dams that China may
construct in the near future, will put
Nepal firmly in China’s grip. It seems
Nepal is not learning any lessons from
the debt trap that Sri Lanka finds itself in
over the construction of Hambantota
port or the charged debate taking place
on the sidelines in Pakistan on
economic sell out and debt trap to
China on the China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (C-PEC).

Political Implications of Results
The political ramifications of such a
massive win for the left parties, wherein
the pro India NC has won only 23 seats
out of 165 seats in the FPTP system or
just 13 percent of the seats are a
staggering loss. For the left, it is an
overwhelming win having garnered 70
percent of the seats in the FPTP system.
Vote share wise too, the two left
combined opposition parties have a
vote share of 46.91 percent, indicating
strong ground support. On the other
hand, the NC did not do badly with a
vote share of 32.78 percent. This
astounding win is on account of anti
India stance, wherein the blockade post
the earthquake became a key turning
point. The similarities however, end
there. Both Oli and Prachanda are
strong personalities and power sharing
will be a problem. The Madhesi issue on
which India harked is not such a game
changer, although it does have political
and security, mainly law and order
issues with India. The other issues that
India backs like discrimination has not
died down but how will Nepal tackle
these problems as they are the Achilles
heel of the current Nepal-India

relationship? Will Nepal continue to
hark on an anti India stance? The close
linkages between the two countries and
the fact that Nepalese manpower flows
to India and not Tibet would not make
this a long time viable proposition.
The Sinicization of Tibet which

means an unleashing of reforms and
migration of large number of Han
Chinese to make Tibet look like
mainland China is for Nepal to see. The
Chinese may support Nepal with a lot of
economic might but the cost is a debt
trap, and that is the balancing act Oli
and company need to factor. India has
deep cultural ties, people to people
friendly relationship, and two
democracies connect better. This will be
put to the test in the months to come. It
is going to be more of a test for Nepal,
but India will have to walk the extra mile
to ensure its back to a more nuanced
policy with Nepal. India has to ensure
that geo strategically the mighty
Himalayas remain a barrier; the military
cost of a breach in the name of
development will be very costly. The
Leftist parties also want to scrap the
Indo-Nepal Friendship Treaty of 1950,
which actually is in Nepals favour. Trade
and people to people relationship plus
the role of the only institution that
people respect in Nepal, the Nepal Army
hold the key to stability in the years
ahead. From the Indian side the policy
makers should be well aware that the
Nepalese Army bedrock and pillars are
the Indian Army ethos respecting the
democratic government in power. There

is a need to strengthen the relationship
between the two armies more than the
current levels, because of the respect
that the common man has for the army.
There is also a need to have soldiers in
the eminent persons group so as to
strengthen the diplomacy between the
two nations.
To conclude, there are a few issues

that need to be highlighted. India will
never permit law and order problems on
its boundary with Nepal as it has
security implications. As far as Nepal is
concerned this issue has grave trouble
for Nepal, it could turn violent and that
will sap Nepal’s energy from
development. This will become a
nightmare for both the countries and
will gravely affect the historical
precedence of open borders. The time to
act is now. How Nepal solves the issue of
Madhesi is for them to decide, but
blaming India will not help. The
example of Bhutan will not work,
because their conditions are different.
India has to ensure that geo strategically,
the mighty Himalayas remain a barrier
as the military cost of a breach in the
name of development will be very costly.

Brig CS Thapa is a fifth generation
military veteran, and has perhaps the

longest military lineage in India. A
prolific writer, he has authored a few
books, among them being Gorkha: In

Search Of Identity and Gorkha: Society
and Politics). Based in Dehradun, he

writes on defence and security related
issues.
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The return visit of the Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu to India in response
to the visit of Indian Premier Narendra
Modi to Israel in July 2017 has cemented
the relationship between the two
countries to such an extent that it has
sent shivers across the borders on both
the flanks. India and Israel, though
geographically distant, are closest
strategically. Both attained
independence from the British almost at
the same time and Israel’s creation at that
time was viewed by many idealists in
India as based on religion like the
partition of the sub-continent. But the
realists opposed this and felt that Israel is
much more than just another nation and
considered it an anti-thesis to pan-
Islamic ideology that was gaining ground
in early twentieth century. During the
Cold war era, the two nations chartered
different courses. While Israel embraced
the United States and closer ties with
west European nations, India under
Nehru championed the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) and veered closer
towards the Soviet Union. India’s
dependence on the Arab World for
meeting its hydrocarbon needs and her

large Muslim population was another
major obstacle to building a relationship
with Israel, as India feared that close
relations with the Jewish State might
somehow radicalise its Muslim citizens—
numbering more than 100 million—and
hurt its relations with the Arab world.

India formally recognised Israel in
1950, but the relations between the
countries remained informal for most of
the period till the collapse of Soviet
Union and end of the Cold War. India and
Israel established formal diplomatic ties
only in 1992. It was the BJP convention in
October 1991 that had called for
establishing full diplomatic relations
with the Jewish State. BJP has always
admired Israel for its pride in nationalism
and respect for the military. The visit of
Israeli premier to India will also mark the
culmination of year-long celebrations
that commenced in January last year to
celebrate 25 years of establishment of
formal diplomatic relations. During the
intervening period, though we did not
enjoy formal relations, Israel was always
there to help India in the hours of
national crisis starting from Sino-Indian
War of 1962 and both the wars with
Pakistan in1965 and 1971. Israel’s
contribution during the Kargil War,
despite international pressure sowed the
seeds of trust between the two nations
and Israel emerged as the only true all
weather friend of India. This trust later
transformed into a long lasting bond.
Since then, both countries have
benefitted immensely and India has
become the largest trading partner of
Israel.
Emergence of terrorism as a threat

and Pak sponsored proxy war brought
the two nations even closer but the

domestic vote-bank politics prevented
the UPA 1 and 2 governments from
openly embracing Israel. India-Israel
cooperation increased dramatically in
2014 since the rise to power of the Modi
led NDA government in New Delhi.
Despite sharing 25 years of diplomatic
ties and working closely on defence,
counter terrorism, agriculture and high
end technology, no Indian Prime
Minister had visited Israel. The trend was
broken by Narendra Modi whose maiden
visit in July 2017 chartered a new course
in Indo-Israeli ties making them
inseparable friends. The commonalities
between the two nations namely hostile
neighbours, cross border terrorism and
targets of global Islamic terror dictate the
“convergence of congruent interests”
leading to deepening of mutual relations
that would bring dividends to both the
nations. The former Israeli Ambassador
to India, Alon Ushpiz, while remitting
office summed up the relationship with
India as one in which “two intimate
partners who trust each other start
thinking of challenges together and
solutions together and what follows
together.”
The relations between the two are

governed more by pragmatism than by
ideology, each side understanding each
other’s needs and compulsions. India
does not want to distant itself from the
Palestinian cause and Israel does not
allow the bilateral relationship to be
imperilled by India’s condemnation of
Israeli actions in Gaza or West Coast.
Realpolitik determines that India has
been poorly compensated for supporting
Palestine. The Arab-world has failed to
reign in Pakistan from fomenting trouble
in Kashmir and sponsoring cross-border
terrorism in India. India, however,

INDIA AND ISRAEL: 
INSEPARABLE FRIENDS

Brig Anil Gupta
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desires to maintain good relationship
with the Muslim countries despite
Pakistan blocking India’s entry into the
Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC).
India today enjoys friendly relations with
the Gulf countries, Iran as well as Saudi
Arabia and yet continues to foster better
and stronger relations with Israel.
Radical Islamic Terrorism is the most

potent common threat faced by the two
nations. The shared experience of
terrorism and threats from organisations
with similar radical ideology like Al
Qaeda, ISIS, LeT, JeM, HM and Hamas
committed to kill, kidnap and terrorise
civilians has accelerated the rapid pace of
growing bonhomie between the two
nations. Not many would know that
during the Kargil War, Israel helped India
to build strategy against intruders. It
speeded up the shipment of ordered
arms, delivered UAVs and shared
photographs from its military satellites.
India’s war against terror has guided new
affinities and forged different strategic
relationships as compared to anti-
colonial rhetoric of Nehru era. Under
Modi’s leadership, India has embarked
on the path of fostering everlasting
friendship with Israel as India marches
towards a terror free New India by 2022.
Our counter-terrorism cooperation
involves exchange of information on
terrorist groups, their financial network,
recruitment patterns, training and
operations including sharing and
comparing of national doctrines,
operational experiences, intelligence and
joint anti-insurgency training.
Israel’s contribution in enhancing our

border security is also significant and
noteworthy. The Indian military
deployed an Israeli-developed
comprehensive integrated border
management system (CIBMS) along its
border with Pakistan in August 2017.The
fence will be monitored by sensors and
security cameras, and will alert people in
monitoring facilities when a breach has
occurred.  India plans to seal all of her
6,300km borders with Pakistan and
Bangladesh with the Israeli smart-fence.
Israel has sold India motion detectors
and other monitoring and surveillance

equipment to counter Pak supported
infiltration as well as tunnel-detecting
equipment. The Israeli built UAVs for
high-altitude surveillance have proved as
force-multipliers. Israel today is the
second largest arms exporter to India
next to Russia.
Indo-Israeli friendship is not confined

to defence or border security only but
also extends to other domains like
agriculture, water utilisation solutions,
drought farming, solar energy, space and
technology and cyber security. India is
Israel’s tenth-largest trade partner and
import source and seventh largest export
source. Lot of Israelis visit India as
tourists and Israel is also becoming a fast
growing popular tourist destination
among Indians. Israeli entrepreneurs
have shown active interest in many of
India’s flagship programme like ‘Make in
India’ in defence sector and proposed
investment in joint production of
defence weaponry, river cleaning and
sewage as part of ‘Swachh Bharat.’
During his first meeting on 28

September 2014 at New York with Israeli
Prime Minister Netanyahu, the Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
acknowledged that Israel and India have
a historic working relationship and
stated that India is "the only country
where antisemitism has never been
allowed to come up, where Jews have
never suffered and where Jews have lived
as an integral part of our society”.
Netanyahu invited Modi to Israel for a
visit where he received Modi with
exceptional warmth and stated “sky is the
limit” as far as Indo-Israeli cooperation is

concerned. Number of bilateral
agreements signed during the visit
cemented the two countries as strategic
partners. Concluding his visit, Modi bid
farewell to the people of Israel via a
Twitter post in Hebrew and Englishthat
read “I thank the people and
Government of Israel for their hospitality.
This successful visit will add more energy
to India-Israel relations.”Israeli Prime
Minister Netanyahu posted a message on
Twitter in Hindi as well.
Modi reciprocated with an

unprecedented welcome to Benjamin
Netanyahu during his maiden visit to
India. Apart from signing nine
memorandum at government level,
Netanyahu has been interacting with
Indian businessmen for joint ventures
and investments. He has a reason to
smile on a very successful visit so
far.“Indo-Israeli partnership has reached
unprecedented heights; this is the
beginning of a wonderful friendship and
possibilities are boundless. India and
Israel are democracies, share a love for
freedom; we are a match made in
heaven,” said the Israeli Prime Minister
while addressing a business summit in
Mumbai. “We are trying to develop Israel
with the changing times and for that we
wish to collaborate with our old friend
India,” wished Netanyahu. India can
boast of her friendship with Israel as
inseparable and without any barriers.

Brig Anil Gupta is a Jammu based
political commentator, columnist,

security and strategic analyst.He can be
contacted at anil5457@gmail.com)
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As an Air Force officer, I was part of an
ACT (Aircraft Control Team), along with a
young Army Captain. We were to operate
atop a hill in the Bomdi La- Se La area of
Arunachal Pradesh. The Captain was
already at the designated hill (12,000+
feet AMSL), along with the army jawans
that made up the ACT. I was told to report
at Upper Senge, which was at 9000 feet
for acclimatisation. Here, I was issued
with high altitude clothing and allotted a
room in the transit Officers’ Mess. The
CO of thetransit camp asked me to just
walk around in the mornings to get used
to the altitude. I was mighty pleased
since, as the sole Air Force officer in an
Army environment, I was being treated
as a VIP.
On the second day, soon after lunch,

as I was preparing for a siesta, there was a
knock on the door. I opened the door to
see a jawan salute smartly and inform me
that the Command Intelligence Officer
wanted to see me in the evening at the
Divisional HQ. A jeep would be there to
take me to the place. When queried, the
jawan told me that “Major saab ke
bunker mein dinner hai” (There is dinner
organised at the Major’s bunker).
Come evening and I was ready for the

45 minute drive to Divisional HQ. We
drove along the Bomdi La – Se La-
Tawang highway, the road snaking its
way around the mountainous terrain,
going over culverts and small bridges.

The view throughout was breathtaking
and finally we reached our destination,
where, “Welcome to Shangri La” was
written in huge and colourful letters.
Flags of all hues and colours were
fluttering astride the board, but of the
bunkers there was no visible sign. Some
Jawans were going about their work, but
nothing else was visible.
The jeep had halted besides a couple

of flower pots. “Sir, lift the net and go in to
the bunker. Major Saab is waiting for
you,” the driver said, pointing towards a
faint path from the flower pots to a hole
in the ground.
I lifted the net and saw a hole which

actually was a trap-door. A few steps had
been carved out. I descended and was
stunned by what I saw! It was a room, 10’
x 6’ in dimension. The walls had
translucent corrugated sheets with a
couple of tube lights illuminating the
room. In one corner was a wooden bed
with a mosquito net hanging from a
wooden frame. From the top of the
bunker a thick braided rope with a bushy
end was swaying gently in the breeze
created by a table fan. Next to the bed
was a bedside table with a decorative
lamp glowing. At the other end was a
writing table, with a lamp and a photo
frame housing a family photograph
within. A “Wow!” escaped my mouth.
“Welcome, friend to ShangriLa”, said

the Major who had been watching me
while lying on the bed. He introduced
himself and I was pleasantly surprised
that he bore the same surname as mine.
“When I heard that a Flying Officer
Chhibbar is at the transit officers mess, I
decided to get you across,” the Major said
with an impish smile. 
“Sir, I would not have believed this

was a bunker; this is truly amazing” I
blurted while shaking his hand. 
“This is nothing. Go through that

opening, ” he said, pointing to a curtain
at one end of the room. I lifted the curtain

to see a dressing room where the Major’s
uniforms, boots and other paraphernalia
were kept. Another opening ushered me
into the washroom. I was impressed to
see a western style WC and when I pulled
the handle, water gushed from the small
tank in to the flush pot!
“No one standing outside would ever

be able to make out the grandeur that lies
within!” I exclaimed. “Buddy, learnt from
the Ramayana to enjoy life in any
environment,” the Major said, grinning.
“What would you like to drink?”
“Sir, a whisky would do,” I responded.

The Major went towards the bed and
yanked at the rope hanging there. Like
Jack-in-the-box, a soldier appeared at the
entrance. The Major asked him to fix two
drinks and bring some snacks too. “The
rope is connected to a bell in my
batman’s bunker,” the Major said as he
saw my astonished look. A couple of the
Major’s friends arrived and we had a
wonderful evening in the 5 Star bunker.
On my way back I reflected upon what

I had witnessed. I did not see a single
unhappy soldier. Everyone appeared
content and going about their tasks
willingly. The entire mountainside
emanated vibes of peace and serenity,
that I had not seen elsewhere. The Army
had truly carved out this place and aptly
named it “Shangri La”. 
In a low whisper I said to no one in

particular "If there is a heaven on earth
then this is it, this is it, this is it!”

Air Commodore Ashok Chhibbar,
AVSM was commissioned in the IAF as a

fighter pilot in Aug 1969. Apart from
commanding a fighter squadron and
two airbases, he has been Air-I of an
Operational Command and Deputy

Commandant of Air Force Academy. He
is a regular contributor to the Air Force
Flight Safety Magazine and has authored

two books – Raindrops, and The
Accidental Pilot. He is settled in Pune.

VISIT TO SHANGRI LA
Air Commodore AD Chhibbar, AVSM
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INDIA JOINS AUSTRALIA GROUP
(AG)
India became the 43rd member of the Australia Group (AG) on 17
January 2018. This is a cooperative and voluntary group of
countries working to counter the spread of materials, equipment
and technologies that could contribute to the development or
acquisition of chemical and biological weapons (CBW) by states
or terrorist groups. With this, India has attained membership of
three of the four non-proliferation and export control groups. In
2016 India was admitted as a member of MTCR (Missile
Technology Control Regime) and in 2017, gained membership to
the Wassenar Arrangement. The fourth grouping in which India
seeks membership is the Nuclear Supplier Group (NSG), for which
its application is pending following China's objection.
India’s entry into the AG was welcomed by all the other members
and is a recognition of India's commitment to bring its export
control system into alignment with the Australia Group and also
exhibits India's determination to contribute to the global effort to
prevent the proliferation of Chemical and Biological Weapons in
the security interests of all members of the international
community. With its admission into the AG, India has
demonstrated the will to implement rigorous controls of high
standards in international trade, and its capacity to adapt its
national regulatory system to meet the necessities of its expanding
economy. India is also aware of the need to constantly adapt its
export controls in the face of rapidly evolving scientific and
technological challenges, and in this regard, affirmed its readiness
to act in close cooperation with all members towards the
furtherance of Australia Group objectives.

TDF PROJECT FOR BULLET PROOF
MATERIAL
The Indian Army’s very first TDF (Technology Development Fund)
project has been assigned for the development of Light Weight
Bullet Proof Materials for Indian troops. The TDF certificates were
awarded to L&T and Amrita University by the Raksha Mantri Smt
Nirmala Sitharaman in Chennai on 18 January 2018.
L&T and Amrita University have entered into an Agreement with
DRDO, acting through the Director Futuristic Technology
Management & Technology Development Fund for grant of a
technology development project titled Development of Light
Weight Bullet Proof Materials. L&T will be the Development
Agency in collaboration with Amrita University as the technology
development partner.
Dr Shantanu Bhowmik of Amrita University is the innovator of this
technology. He expressed his happiness at receiving the project
and said that they will now set up 10 equipments to develop the
composite panels for the light weight bullet proof jackets for
Indian Army within two years. For the first time, a User-Industry-
Academia ecosystem has been developed for cutting edge

technologies, which will boost the Make in India programme for
defence manufacture within India.
The TDF scheme provides Grant-in-Aid for 90% of the Project
Cost estimated at 9.81 Cr. It has been established to promote self-
reliance in Defence Technology as part of the “Make in India”
initiative.Thegrant will be used to set up a pilot scale facility at
Amrita University for processing these materials, supporting
research at Amrita University for developing the configuration,
realisation and testing of panels and delivery of a prototype vest
from the facility. L&T’s new composites manufacturing unit being
setup at Coimbatore in addition to the existing facility at
Vadodara, and their in-house R&D will support this development
effort and subsequent scale up.
The project aims to develop a high performance thermoplastic
polymeric composite with high energy absorbing characteristics,
to provide necessary bullet proof resistance. The technology
targets use of indigenously developed thermoplastic resins with
carbon fibre fabric and processes for optimising the solution. A
prototype is likely to be got ready within two years. The
foreground IP generated will be jointly owned by DRDO, L&T and
Amrita University.
For the Army users, the hope is that the bullet proof jacket so
produced will be lighter than the ones currently in use and will
also afford better protection.

INDIGENOUS AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER DELAYED
Commissioning of India’s indigenously manufactured Aircraft
Carrier, VIKRANT, is likely to be delayed by two years.
Earlier scheduled for a 2018 Commissioning, the delay is
being attributed to the delay on part of Russia in supplying
aviation items. The warship is now expected to be
commissioned by October 2020. Vice Admiral Hari Kumar,
the Controller of Personnel Services (CPS), said the Navy
has had a dialogue with the Russians and the force is
hoping to stick to the 2020 deadline now.
As of now, the Indian Navy has only one carrier, INS
Vikramaditya, contracted from Russia under a $2.3-billion
deal and inducted into service in November 2013. INS
Viraat was recently retired from service after cumulatively
serving the British and Indian Navies for over 50 years. INS
Vikramaditya displaces 45,400 tonnes. The new Vikrant will
displace 40,000 tonnes.
While the first two carriers operated the Harriers which are
capable of short take-off and vertical landing, the
Vikramaditya’s angular fight deck enables hosting of Mig-
29K fighters; the modern Russian fighters will fly from
Vikrant as well.
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AGNI V SUCCESSFULLY TEST
FIRED
On 18 January, Indiatest-fired the nuclear-capable
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile Agni-V from the Abdul Kalam
Island test facility off the coast of Odisha. The Agni V is a
surface-to-surface, three-stage, solid propellant powered missile.

It is about 17 metres
long, two metres wide
and weighs over 50
tonnes and is the latest
in the Agni missile
series.  The earlier
series missiles are the
Agni-I (700 km range),
Agni-II (2,000 km
range), Agni-III (3,000-
5,000 km range) and
Agni-IV (3,500-4,000
km range). Agni V has
a range of 5,500-
5,800 kilometres,
which makes it capable
of covering the entire
Asian landmass and

also parts of Africa and Europe. This is the fifth successful test
carried out of the missile, developed by the Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO) under the Integrated
Guided Missile Development Program. It was first test-fired on
19 April  2012 and subsequently in September 2013, January
2015 and December 2016.
The fifth successful test firing of the missile paves the way for
the missiles operationalisation and for its induction into the
India Army’s Strategic Forces Command.

INDIA TO BUY SPIKE
MISSILES
During the visit of Israeli Premier Benjamin Netanyahu’s visit to
India, the deal the Spike anti-tank guided missiles, which was
earlier cancelled, has now been given the green signal. The final
details and scope of the deal are still in the process of being
worked out. The earlier USD 500 million deal with the
manufacturer, Rafael Advance Defence Systems Ltd, is being
renegotiated and is now likely to be a government to government
deal. The Indian defence ministry has been strongly pushing for
transfer of technology in procuring various weapons and other
platforms from foreign defence majors as part of its broad policy
initiative to encourage domestic defence industry. The missile
deal had faced hurdles when Israel apparently expressed
reservations in ensuring full transfer of technology as per the
provisions of the 'Make in India' initiative. Rafael Advanced
Defence Systems had recently inaugurated its facilities in
Hyderabad where the project was to be executed.

ATAGS TO BE TESTED IN SIKKIM

India’s indigenously manufactured howitzer, the 155 mm 52-
calibre advanced towed artillery gun system (ATAGS), will soon
be tested for high altitude serviceability in Sikkim. Developed by
DRDO’s Armament Research and Development Wing (ARDE), in
partnership with Ordnance Factories Board (OFB), Kalyani
Group, and Tata Power, the gun has already successfully
completed desert trials in Rajasthan in September 2017 and
will be inducted into service once all the field trials are over. Its
performance in the desert surpassed expectations, with the gun
hitting targets at a range of 48 km against its planned effective
firing range of 340 km.
Weighing 12 tons, the all-electric ATAGS has a chamber size of
25 litres which helps it fire shells at longer distances than guns
of a comparable make. It can fire 3 rounds burst in 15 seconds
enabling it to target the enemy before they find shelter. Each

gun is expected to cost around Rs.15 crore. The Army needs
over 2000 howitzers.
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F-35 JETS FOR INDIA?
American aerospace and defence major Lockheed Martin has
proposed to manufacture custom-built F-35 fighter jets in India,
which its officials say will give Indian industry a unique
opportunity to become part of the world's largest fighter aircraft
ecosystem. Vivek Lall, Vice President, Strategy and Business
Development, at Lockheed Martin Aeronautics told PTI in an
interview, “India-specific state-of-the-art fighter production in
India will be exclusive, something that has never before been
presented by any other fighter aircraft manufacturer, past or
present. There will also be a significant export market available for
Indian-made fighters”.
As per Lall, the India-specific fighter on offer and its programme's
size, scope and success will enable Indian industry to take
advantage of unprecedented manufacturing, upgrade and
sustainment opportunities well into the future and give Indian
industry a unique opportunity to become a part of the world's
largest fighter aircraft ecosystem. He said that they intended to
create far more than an “assembly line” in India. He went on to
say that no other advanced fourth generation platform even comes
close to matching the record of real-world combat experience and
proven operational effectiveness and that the fighter being offered
specifically to India is uniquely the best state-of-the-art fighter.

OFFSHORE PATROL VESSELS FOR THE NAVY

An RFI (Request for Information) has been issued by the MoD for
acquisition of a new class of offshore patrol vessels (OPVs) to
improve the navy’s maritime surveillance and interdiction
capabilities, to finalise specifications of the programme.The
platform, which will be known as the next generation offshore
patrol vessel (NGOPV), will also be used by the Indian Navy (IN)
for military operations other than war (MOOTW) such as search-
and-rescue (SAR) missions, non-combatant evacuations, and
anti-poaching patrols.
According to technical specification issued with the RFI, the
NGOPV should displace about 2,500 tonnes, and feature
accommodation for approximately 130 sailors and 20 officers,
including four female officers. The RFI has been issued for six
such vessels.

RUDRA ATTACK HELICOPTER AT R DAY PARADE

India’s indigenously developed weapon system integrated
helicopter, Rudra, will make its maiden appearance in the 2018
Republic Day parade. As per officers from the IAF, the flypast by
the Indian Air Force on the Republic Day parade will involve 38
aircraft, including 21 fighters, 12 helicopters and five
transporters.
The Ensign formation of the flypast will include a Mi-17 V5
helicopter carrying the ASEAN flag to commemorate the summit
meeting of India and the block of South East Asian countries to be
held here on January 19-30. The flypast will be divided into two
blocks. The second block will start with Rudra formation
comprising Advanced Light Helicopter MK-IV WSI. This is the first
time this aircraft is being showcased in the Republic Day Parade.
The IAF tableau will be themed on “Indian Air Force encouraging
indigenisation,” while the tri-service tableau will be themed on
‘veterans are asset to the nation’.
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ASSAULT RIFLES FOR THE ARMY
India appears to be set to import assault rifles and carbines for
its armed forces. The MoD has cleared a proposal to purchase
assault rifles and carbinesworth USD 554 million. An
announcement on the MoD website, pib.nic.in states: “the
Defence Acquisition Council has cleared procurement of 72,400
assault rifles and 93,895 carbines on fast track basis for 3,547

crores (approx $554 million).” The total
requirement for the Armed forces is a
staggering 600,000 assault rifles and
325,000 carbines, over and above the
initial order. A part of this, possibly 25
percent is likely to be manufactured by
the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) and
the remaining by local private industry.
In September 2017, the Indian
government had canceled a tender won
by Galil Ace of Israeli Weapon Industry
(IWI) for 44,618 close quarter battle
carbines and 33.6 million rounds of
ammunition because of a “single vendor
situation” which goes against India’s
defence procurement policy.
The fact that rifles and carbines have to
be imported is a blot on the capability of

the DRDO and the OFB. Infantry weapons are relatively low end
on the technology scale and India’s inability to produce the
same for its Armed Forces reflects poorly on the MoD. There
appear to be systemic failures in the acquisition process, from
the concept stage to the final delivery of the product. These
need to be looked into and the procedures streamlined to enable
quick decision making and fixing accountability. 

INDIA-MYANMAR BORDER FORCE?
In a move which is seen as controversial, the Ministry of
Home Affairs is considering the creation of a 29-battalion
India-Myanmar Border Force from the corps of the Assam
Rifles and the Indo-Tibetan Border Force to patrol (ITBP)
India’s 1,643-kilometre mountainous border with Myanmar.
The aim is ostensibly to curtail drugs and arms smuggling
and also crimp the activities of Manipuri and Naga
insurgents who take advantage of the porous border. As of
now, the Indo Myanmar border is guarded by the Assam
Rifles. The proposal envisages using 25 battalions of the
Assam rifles and four battalions of the ITBP to form the new
force. Ithas however, yet to receive cabinet sanction.
The above appears to be a retrograde step and is unlikely to
enhance security along the Indo-Myanmar border. The
mindless creation of additional forces does little to ensure
security but creates extra fiscal burden on the nation, which
could be better utilised elsewhere. The Assam Rifles is a
para military force which works in close coordination with
the Army in the insurgency prone areas astride the
Myanmar border. Putting another force there, will weaken
the coordination and reduce force application against
terrorists who take shelter across the border. The Assam
Rifles is also used as a back up force in case of hostilities
against China and this action, if implemented, will degrade
such capability.

DEFEXPO INDIA 2018
DEFEXPO 2018, an annual exhibition to showcase Land,
Naval and Internal Homeland Security Systems is being held
from 11-14 April 2018 at the Arulmigu Nithyakalyana
Perumal Temple in Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu. DEFEXPO
2017 was held in Goa and the earlier DEFEXPOs were held
in Delhi.
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Indian Army fought its first two wars
(1947-48 Indo-Pak and 1962 Sino-
Indian) with the ancient Lee Enfield .303
bolt-action rifle. By the 1965 Indo-Pak
war it had the then new 7.62 self-loading
rifle. The lighter, smaller calibre Indian
Small Arms System (INSAS) 5.56 rifle
produced since 1995 has been prone to
jamming in cold conditions and its
plastic magazine cracking. As one of the

most operationally committed of armies in the world, it is
high time that it gets a rifle which matches those used by its
adversaries and terrorists.

In 2010, the Army issued the initial tender for 44,600 close
quarter carbines. Rifles from two different vendors, Israel
Weapon Industries and Italian Beretta, were selected for field
trials. Beretta’s ARX160 model was rejected by Directorate
General of Quality Assurance because a safety measure on its
laser sight was found unsuitable. While 28 companies had
shown interest in the tender in the first stage, the Israeli firm
was the only vendor left as in the final phase. The Defence
Ministry, when necessary, allows single vendor cases to be
pursued, but it usually prefers multi-vendor tenders at the
final stage to benefit from competition.

In 2016,the Amy reportedly rejected Defence Research and
Development Organisation’s 5.56mm Excalibur rifle. In June
2017, it was reported that the Army for the second time
rejected a 7.62 x 51 mm rifle designed by the Ordnance
Factory Board for poor quality and ineffective firepower,
following extended user trials and would issue a global tender
to meet its long-pending requirement for 185,000 rifles.

The Indian bureaucracy's stranglehold which used to
cause inordinate delays in materialisation of urgently needed
weapons and equipment for the three Services will hopefully
be loosened with the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC),
chaired by Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, meeting on
16 January 2018 and simplifying
the ‘Make II’ procedure, which
prescribes guidelines to be
followed to develop and
manufacture defence equipment
through Indian industry. The DAC
also cleared procurement of
72,400 assault rifles and 93,895
carbines on fast-track basis for Rs
3,547 crore to enable the Indian
Defence Forces to meet their
immediate requirement for the

troops deployed on the borders.
To encourage participation of private sector in defence

design and production and to give a boost to ‘Make in India’
programme, the Council has introduced significant changes
in the ‘Make II’ category of the Defence Procurement
Procedure. Considering that no government funding is
involved in ‘Make II’ project, the DAC simplified the
procedure to make it industry friendly, with minimal
government control. The salient aspects of the revised
procedure will now allow Ministry of Defence to accept suo
motu proposals from the industry and also allows start-ups to
develop equipment for Indian Armed Forces. The minimum
qualification criteria to participate in ‘Make II’ projects has
also been relaxed by removing conditions related to credit
rating and reducing financial net worth criteria.

As per the earlier ‘Make II’ procedure, only two vendors
were shortlisted to develop prototype equipment. Now, all
vendors meeting the relaxed eligibility criteria will be allowed
to participate in the prototype development process. The
vendor will not be required to submit Detailed Project Report.
After approval of the ‘Make II’ project by the council, all
clearances will be accorded at Service HQ (SHQ) level.

To hand-hold industry and start-ups, SHQs will now set up
project facilitation teams to act as the primary interface
between the SHQ and the industry during the design and
development stage. These teams would provide technical
inputs, trial infrastructure and other facilities as required by
the vendor. Even if a single individual or firm offers innovative
solutions, the SHQ will now have the option to accept and
process the vendor’s development initiative. SHQs will be
allowed to hire domain experts/consultants from private
sector to increase outreach and enhance awareness among
the industry. Most importantly, once sanctioned, there will be
no foreclosure of project, except on default by the vendor, to
ensure that the successful vendor has assured orders.

HOPES RISE FOR NEW ASSAULT RIFLES FOR INDIAN ARMY
Lt Col Anil Bhat
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VETERANS ALERT

INFORMATION FOR THE VETERANS

ECHS Membership to Disabled Son
Son of ECHS members, suffering from
any permanent disability of any kind
(Physical/mental) subject to disability
under Person with Disability (PWD) Act
1995 being 40% or higher is eligible for
ECHS benefits irrespective of age limit
and irrespective of the fact that he is
married or not. The person should not
be in a condition to earn his livelihood
as stipulated. DESW letter No.
22D(15)/2017/WE/D(Res-i) dated 05
Dec 2017 and Central Org ECHS letter
dated 08 Jan 2018 refers. 

Advisory on Fixed Medical Allowance
ECHS Scheme is optional for all pre Apr
2003 retirees and joining of Scheme is
sole decision of ESM. As per IHQ of
MoD ID No. 22(1)/01/us(we)/d (Res)
dated 30 Dec 2002, FMA is forfeited
once an ESM joins the Scheme. ECHS is
compulsory for all post Apr 2003
retirees. Release/cessation of pay and
allowances from Pension of ESM is
subject matter of Pension Disbursing
Agencies and respective Bankers. Once

ESM joins the scheme, no provision
exists for discontinuation of
membership and issue of non
membership certificate.

Identification/verification of
additional documents produced by
Defence Forces pensioners in
absence of Aadhaar number Ministry
of Defence, Department of Ex-
servicemen Welfare Notification No.
14(2)/2014/D(P/P) (Part-1) published
in Gazette of India in 02 Mar 2017 vide
No. S.O. 747(e), provides that till the
Aadhaar is assigned to the beneficiary
of pension benefits, benefits shall be
given to such individuals subject to
production of certain identification
documents as given in the said
notification. All Pension Disbursing
Authorities are advised to check the
identification documents till Aadhaar is
assigned to the pension beneficiaries.
Especially as per clause b (i) and (ii) of
Notification No. S.O.747 (e). PCDA
(Pension) Allahabad, circular No. 197 of
10 Jan 2018 refers.

Financial Assistance to Non-
Pensioner ESM for Medical Treatment
(Upto rank of Havildar/Equivalent)
Non-pensioner ESM who were sent out
of services early in their life due to
organisational constraints or
discharged at their own request have no
such medical cover. With ever
increasing costs of health care, it
become extremely difficult for non-
pensioner ESM to combat diseases
especially in old age. At such age,
medical expenses push such ESM into a
state of poverty and loss of dignity. The
scheme (AFFDF) provides financial
assistance to non-pensioners or their
widow with an amount depending
upon nature and gravity of ailment. For
the medical treatment out of AFFDF is
provided up to a maximum of Rs
30,000/- per year per eligible

ESM/widow, in a financial year. The
expenditure must be incurred on
treatment at recognised government
hospital at rates approved under
CGHS/ECHS. Application of eligible
non-pensioner or their widow will be
routed through from ZSB to KSB.

ECHS Beneficiaries to Redress their
Grievances
Following options are available for
seeking to redress the grievances:
(a) Online
(i) CP GRAM - Centralised Public
Grievance Redress & Monitoring
System run by Deptt of Administrative
Reforms & Public Grievances, Govt of
India can be accessed on web site
http://pgportal.gov.in Grievance
related to ECHS are automatically
routed to DoESW/Central Org ECHS.   
(ii) Army Veterans Grievance Handling
Portal - This portal is launched by Army
Veteran Cell for redressing grievances of
our esteem veterans. The web id of this
portal is http://indianarmyveterans.
gov.in
(b) E-Mail. E-mail to the Director
(Complaint & Litigation) on his e-
mail id dircomplaints-mod@nic.in
(c) WhatsApp WhatsApp No
(9868857972) is functional known as
‘Shape Your Scheme’ and ‘Save Your
Scheme’ for enhancement of
effectiveness and reporting of issues by
beneficiaries.
(d) Normal post. Forward grievances at
following address
Director (Complaint & Litigation)
Central Organisation ECHS  Adjutant
General’s Branch  Integrated HQ of
MoD (Army) Maude Line Delhi Cantt-
10
(e) Helpline No. Call helpline No.
1800114115.
(f ) Tele Call. Tele/Mob Nos of all
appointments of Central Org ECHS,
Regional Centres and Polyclinics are
available on ECHS website.

Hony Capt Baldev Singh
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BOOK REVIEW

A SPIRITUAL QUEST
Col RC Patial
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In his book 'Walking With Nanak,’ Haroon Khalid, a Pakistani
author, retraces Nanak's and his disciple, Bhai Mardana's
footsteps, into present day Pakistan. The travelogue narrative
is part history and part fiction, the author relying in part on
folk tales, passed down from generation to generation.

The Janamsakhis, the texts on Nanak’s life, have glorious
accounts of his miracles. Shri Guru Nanak Dev Ji along with
Bhai Mardana reached Hasan Abdal in the summer of 1521
CE. Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana started reciting Kirtan
under a shady tree along with their devotees. This annoyed a
local saint, Hazrat Shah Wali Qandhari, who meditated atop a
nearby hill.

According to legend, Bhai Mardana was sent up three
times to Qandhari by Guru Nanak so that Mardana could have
some water to quench his thirst. Qandhari, the egoist, refused
his request; "Why don't you ask your
Master". The Guru pushed aside a big
boulder and a fountain of water sprang
up and began to flow endlessly and Bhai
Mardana quenched his thirst. On the
other hand, the spring on top of the hill
where Qandhari meditated dried up. On
witnessing this, Qandhari, in rage, rolled
a boulder towards the Guru from the top
of the hill. The Guru stopped the
boulder with his hand leaving its
imprint on the boulder. Observing the
miracle Wali became Nanak's devotee.
This holy revered place was named
Panja Sahib by Hari Singh Nalwa, one of
the most famous Generals' of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh who is credited to have
extended the frontiers of the Sikh
Empire Westwards and is credited for
building the Gurudwara at the spot.

Another story about Panja Sahib is of
Nanju, the fakir, Kamma the stone
sculptor and General Hari Singh Nalwa.
When Hari Singh Nalwa's forces
attacked, the city it was found to have
been abandoned. Only Nanju was found
in a shrine. Nanju to save his life, well
knowing about the merciless General
Nalwa cleverly concocted the story of
the impression of Guru Nanak's hand
(Panja) as he had seen Kamma
sculpturing his own hand on the stone.
He said that his family has preserved
that stone as they have been Nanak's

followers. Nalwa, seeing the hand  impression on the boulder
was convinced with the story(Pakistan Census 1961 Pg I-20
refers). Muslims were jealous of guru Nanak's spreading
influence. However, the Chinese traveler Hiuen Tsang in the
7thCentury is believed to have travelled to the area and
reported to have observed the lake.

Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism was against the
institutionalisation of religion.  However, institution of Guru
hood was formalised by Nanak conferring 'Guru Hood' on his
most deserving disciple bypassing his two sons. The author
has also embarked to explore and trace the stories within the
house hold of the Gurus regarding all the happenings of the
inner power struggle for the ‘Guru Gaddi’ from time to time.

Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana covered the length and
breadth of South Asia on foot over 24 years. Religious places

of minorities in Pakistan remain
neglected as the majority Sunni Muslim
state does not respect religious places of
other religions. Having woken up to the
potential of Sikh religious tourism and
to earn revenue Pakistan has lately
started renovating Gurdwaras. The
anguish expressed by the author has to a
large extent awakened the state to take
care of such religious monuments.

The author has tried to reconstruct
the world of Guru Nanak by the era of
tolerance of the past and the utter
intolerance of the present. Khalid, in
nutshell, has managed to have
successfully walked with Guru Nanak
into the past and manages to take the
reader along. The travelogue narration
appears authentic and while reading the
book, I felt that I was traveling with the
author in Pakistan. A must read for
scholars of Sikh history and religious
studies for their further research and
analysis.

Col RC Patial, SM,FRGS,PhD has
served with theNSCS as a Senior

Defence Specialist,with theNTRO as a
Chief Editor of Open Source

Intelligence and the first DD of the
newly set up Training Academy. He is

presently, Principal, Meritorious
Residential School, Amritsar.

WALKING WITH NANAK
BY HAROON KHALID

TRANQUEBAR

Pages: 314 in hardcover
Price: Rs. 699/-
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Though there are many books by eminent writers, diplomats
and strategic analysts on the turbulent relationship existing
between the two neighbours, India and Pakistan and the wars
they have fought with each other, yet very few books exist
which have exclusively deliberated upon the deep state of
Pakistan. Thus a book on the all-
powerful deep state of Pakistan
captioned “Tryst With Perfidy” by one
of India’s distinguished soldiers and
military thinkers, the founder chief of
India’s Defence Intelligence Agency, Lt
Gen Kamal Davar will be a welcome
addition to our libraries. For  security
analysts and students of regional geo-
politics who wish to fathom the minds
of Pakistani leaders and some of its
institutions as to why do they persist in
sustaining an adversarial relationship
with India, this book will indeed be
useful. The writer has endeavoured,
rather successfully, to unravel the
unchanging Pakistani mindset in his
path-breaking book.

Tryst With Perfidy has an excellent
Foreword penned by one of India’s
renowned former naval chiefs, Adm
Arun Prakash. Commending the book,
Adm Arun Prakash articulates
“combining a soldier’s grasp of military
history and strategy with a spymaster’s
insight into the internal dynamics of
India’s neighbourhood, the author
attempts to analyse, what he (Gen
Davar) terms the motivations and
machinations of Pakistan’s Deep State
to unravel what propels them to adopt
policies and stratagems, which by
conventional wisdom, are hard to
fathom”.

Gen. Davar, in his well-articulated
Preface explains the nuances of what
constitutes a ‘deep state’ anywhere in
the world. He refers to the Pakistani
Deep State as an unholy trinity of the
Pakistan Army, its intelligence agencies
and the many terror ‘tanzeems’ it
nurtures. Subsequently, this well-
researched book comprehensively

covers, in fourteen chapters, the entire gamut and mosaic of
the vexed India-Pak relations and informs about not only
regards the unbridled powers of the Pakistani Deep State but
the internal damage it has caused to its parent nation itself.
This is one bitter truth which sane Pakistani readers

themselves and rational international
analysts will  agree with !  Many
eminent Pakistani authors like Ayesha
Siddiqa,  Shuja Nawaz and Hussain
Haqqani have been extensively quoted
alongwith US writers like Stephen
Cohen, Ashley Tellis and Christine Fair
making the book balanced in its overall
perspective.

This book has been formally
endorsed by eminent writers like Dr
Shashi Tharoor, a former High
Commissioner to Pakistan Gopal
Parthasarthy and former Indian Army
Chief Gen. NC Vij. Dr Tharoor calls the
book as a “sharp dissection of the
powerful network of institutions that
constitute Pakistan’s Deep State”. Mr
Parthasarthy opines “this is essential
reading for those interested in
understanding the challenges that the
Deep State dominating Pakistan
national life poses, both within and
beyond its borders.” Gen Vij terms the
book as a “well-researched and
authoritative book… and a must-read
book” on the Pakistani Deep State.

Tryst With Perfidy may well be on its
way to become a momentous work on
the Pakistani Deep State, judging from
the response it is getting especially
from across the border! Lt Gen Kamal
Davar, with his vast operational
experience as a soldier and
subsequently as a military writer,
deserves congratulations for authoring
this timely and very well-researched
book. His final chapter on “The Way
Forward” is indeed thought-provoking.
Overall a must read for strategic
professionals, diplomats, geo-political
students and the general public, both
in India and Pakistan.

UNDERSTANDING PAKISTAN’S DEEP STATE
Lt Col Anil Bhat

TRYST WITH PERFIDY: 
THE DEEP STATE OF PAKISTAN

BY KAMAL DAVAR

Rupa
Pages : 240 in hardcover

Price: Rs. 595/-
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Last Christmas, I promised my daughter
Avina that we would visit her in New
Zealand instead of her coming to India
on her Christmas break. And while I was
singing old Bryan Adam songs to myself
she beat me to the draw and bought our
air tickets as a Christmas gift, booking us
by Korean Air on both legs of the flights.
The Korean Air staff was very courteous
and the food a novelty. We were served
the Korean national dish Bibimbap,
which is essentially a plate of sticky rice
with chicken stew and hot sauces. It
tastes a bit like chicken Rogan Josh
dipped in daal tadka and served in a dish
of boiled rice with a hint of fish sauce in
it. No, I'm joking. It is dash good and you
must try it. The 11 hour flight from
Incheon airport was pretty smooth
except for a short time when I thought all
of us were high on cannabis, when the
flight seemed to be rocking and rolling in
Sea State Five on the Beaufort scale.

New Zealand Immigration
We had heard so much about the
immigration formalities into New
Zealand that we were beginning to get
cold feet when we arrived at the desk.
Practically every friend who had visited
NZ previously had launched into a

polemic on how the Kiwis charged $400
NZD if the traveler was caught with fruit,
honey, nuts and dirty shoes. Somebody
told us that if we didn't declare our
pickles, masalas and chutneys, special
forces would whisk us away to the NZ
version of a Siberian Gulag on the
southernmost tip of the South Island!

My imagination ran riot as we
approached the immigration desk. I
began imagining myself navigating in a
Hunter-Killer submarine, moving around
in the uncharted depths of the Mariana
Trench looking for Obi Wan Kenobi.
Surprisingly, the mono-browed lovechild
of Gru (Despicable Me) and Ogre (Shrek)
at the desk acquitted himself well by
letting us go after we declared our sealed
packets of ‘Chewda' and Indian
sweetmeats. But just when he waived us
on, I couldn’t resist asking him whether
we could bring Indian pickle on our next
visit to NZ. There was an awkward pause
from him as he began building up a
mountain of torque to catapult me into
the nearest foliage. Luckily, Sandra pulled
me away. By the time we careered past
the exit door, I silently began to make the
sounds of a howling monkey with a
feeling of pure joy as I imagined myself
running around the car park absolutely
naked. In the car park I had the same sort
of glow on my face that I reserve when I
see a really good Terminator movie. Avina
had arranged to pick us up and take us
straight to her homestay, where we
freshened up and later in the evening
shifted to Sandra’s brother Saville’s,
luxurious home on the hilltop in
Henderson.

St Patrick’s Cathedral and Crystal
Mountain
On New Year's eve we attended the
midnight Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral
to thank God for a good year and then
witnessed the fireworks at the Sky tower

next door. The next day Avina drove us to
Crystal Mountain, which has a collection
of unique crystals from all over the world,
including a private crystal museum and
an animal park. The Kiwis are however,
about as communicative as the Red
Indian chappie in ‘One Flew over the
Cuckoo’s nest’. In fact, I’ve had more
inspiring conversations with my potted
plants. But Sandra accidentally
discovered a lady who had studied in her
school in Byculla and began a
conversation with lots of jiggles and
giggles in it. Imagine two convent school
girls on helium and you're there. Before
long her new best friend gave us a
healthy discount of 15 NZD on our
tickets which we used to buy huge
dollops of ice cream on our way out from
the Museum. Sandra and Avina bought a
few trinkets. We then set out to drive past
the vineyards of Henderson.

Driving around in New Zealand
I was always under the impression that
driving in India was most difficult and
dangerous. But in NZ one has to drive at
50 KMPH on the city roads and 80 KMPH
on the highways and mountain slopes.
Anything less than that invites road rage,
apart from the middle finger. The locals
here don’t take any prisoners - they pull
you out of the car and beat you to within
an inch of your life. Yet at the same time if
you’re driving at full speed on a
mountain side and your reactions are a
little slow, your car could punish you by
hurling itself upside down on the slopes
and setting itself on fire. Sadly, you can't
drive around the countryside with a glass
of Chablis swilling around your arterial
route map, which incidentally you can do
in India. At one of the roundabouts there
was a car on my right which had slipped
under my radar, so instead of giving way
I shot ahead. I got a loud honk, a few
swear words and the middle finger from

OUR KIWI STORY
Capt (IN) Anil Gonsalves

salutemagazine@gmail.com >> December 2017 - January 2018 >> SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER 39

LEISURE AND LIFESTYLE

39-40-Travel_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  1/30/2018  6:57 PM  Page 1



the driver, not to mention a gentle
shouting from my daughter. Driving to
the Arataki ranges at 80 kmph with cars
tailgating me was not my cup of tea
either. It was a terrifying experience.
Come to think of it, I was so focussed on
the road that even if Princess Diana had
stood naked on the roadside thumbing
for a lift I wouldn’t have noticed. I was
bucking and writhing, shaking and
rattling while I took the blind corners at
such high speeds. 

The Arataki Mountain Ranges are just
a half an hour’s drive from Henderson,
but driving at 50 kmph on the hairpin
bends and turns on the mountain slopes
keeps you on the edge of your seat.
Anything slower than this and you’re
liable to get a fine or a middle finger. The
view from the top is breathtaking. They
have little sit-outs there and enclosures
for children to play with crayons and
watch wildlife educational videos.

Tyburn Monastery
The Tyburn monastery is located in a
peaceful suburb of south of Auckland. It
has a small chapel run by the cloister
nuns who reside there. There is even a
small trail that runs down a ravine which
has a steam flowing through it. We
attended Mass in the chapel and then
followed the trail downhill all the way to
the stream, where we discovered the Way
of the Cross stations. The whole
experience was invigorating. So much so,
that after our visit to the monastery I was
filled with the urge to take up beekeeping
as a hobby

A Tourist’s Delight
It is said that you can experience all four
seasons of the year in one day in
Kiwiland. So on the first few days we
waded into battle sporting every gizmo
known to man from rain boots to
Balaclava and sunglasses, the lot. Their
summers are like our winters. But guess
what, the Kiwis don't carry raincoats.
They just wait for the rains to stop and
then they go on their way. It's pretty
breezy most of the day. The sun burns the
skin in a different way than it does in the
tropics. And they have the highest rate of

skin cancer in the world. So we avoided
going out in the hot afternoon sun on
most days. But on some days the wind
was so strong that the misty fog would be
replaced with heavy rain and the wind
would be moving people’s buildings
around. Don’t tell me I didn’t warn you!

Brown’s Bay is another fascinating
location among the many small nooks
and corners of the North Island. It's a
pleasure walking on the sandy shoreline
with the sea lapping at your feet. The
summer weather is just perfect for this.
And you can round off your trip by
having a bite at the local Chinese joint.

Having seen the Zoos in Washington,
Calgary, South East Asia, San Francisco,
Singapore, and many European ones, I
would rate the Auckland Zoo as one of
the best in the world. They have animals
in open enclosures, which are separated
continent wise. You can spend a whole
day in the Zoo and come out feeling good
that you were born a human being.

Auckland harbour is a sailor’s delight.

It has the world’s largest capita of sailing
boats and a treat for the eyes. Shopping
in NZ is however, most boring. You can’t
bargain here. The cost of everything is
three times that in India and the variety is
limited. Also the electrical plugs are
different so buying anything electronic is
just a waste of good money. Sadly some
of the locals here live on loans and go
about buying things like there’s no
tomorrow. Some of them sport tattoos on
their faces but despite their spending
power they seem to be too wooly-headed
to even balance the cash collection at an
RSI tambola game.

Captain Anil Gonsalves, IN, (Retd)
joined NDA in 1975 and passed out in

1978. He commanded Coast Guard ship
Rajshree and INS Mahish in the Navy
among his varied appointments. He

took premature retirement in 2005 and
presently is working in the Offshore

Division of the Shipping Corporation of
India as Master in their Platform

Support Vessels.
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Amaranth or Chaulai is a great
vegetable to add to your diet, especially
if you are Vegan or a Vegetarian. As a
vegan, I am always on the lookout for
foods that supplement the nutritions
required by the body and I recently
found lovely bundles of green and red
amaranth at a local organic shop.
Growing up in India I have had many
types of leafy vegetables like Sarson,
Bathua, Methi and Palak. Yet Amaranth
was more commonly known for the
seeds as they were primarily used
during fasts.

Amaranth leaves are a super food in
themselves. They are packed with
vitamins and are a great source for
vitamin A, vitamin B6, vitamin C,
Niacin and minerals like calcium, iron,
potassium, zinc, copper and many
more! They provide roughage to the
body, thereby supporting the smooth
functioning of the digestive system. So
get yourself fresh bunches of Amaranth
and make a tasty and appetising saag.

Ingredients:
� 2 bundles of fresh Amaranth leaves 
� One large onion chopped
� 4 - 5 garlic pods
� 3 - 4 stems of fresh curry leaves 
� 1 cup of chopped fresh coriander
leaves

� 1 - 2 green chillies chopped
� 1 tea spoon turmeric
� 1 - 2 tea spoon red chilli powder

� 1 tea spoon mustard seeds 
� 2 - 3 tablespoon oil
� Salt

Recipe:
Wash the Amaranth leaves thoroughly,
then roughly chop to include the stems.
Keep this aside while you prepare the
seasoning.

Heat oil in a large pan. When hot,
add the mustard seeds and let them
splutter. Then add the chopped garlic
followed shortly by the curry leaves and
enjoy watching them splutter and
spread their fragrance! Sauté a bit. Then
add the onions and chillies and sauté
some more. Let this cook for a minute
or two then add turmeric and red chilli
powder. Mix this and add the chopped
Amaranth. You can increase the flame
while the Amaranth begins to wilt
enough to fit nicely into the pan. Then
reduce the flame and let this cook on a
open pan. There is no need to cover
this, just sauté every now and again.
After few minutes you will notice that
the leaves and stalks seem to have
softened and are looking more like a

saag consistency. Let this cook till the
stalks are soft and there is no excess
water in the bottom of the pan. Now
with the help of a wooden spoon mash
the saag around the sides of the pan.
This will aid in mashing the stalks to
combine with the saag well. Stir this
around till you are happy with how this
looks. Now add the salt. This must
always be added in the end as saag
reduces a lot in quantity after cooking.
Adjust salt and chilli to your taste and if
you are happy you can turn off the
flame. Now add the finely chopped
coriander leaves (yes I actually used a
full cup of coriander leaves but you can
reduce the quantity if you like). Mix well
and leave it in to merge with the saag.

This is it. Your Amaranth saag is
ready. Serve with roti or rice and if you
like, include dal also in the meal.That
will make it traditionally Indian. Bon
Appétit!

Ms Aditi Pathak is based in
Singapore. Widely travelled and from a
Services background, cooking is one of

her many passions.

AMARANTH SAAG: A Great Leafy Vegetable
Aditi Pathak
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India's experience with battling insurgencies goes back to the 1950s when PanditNehru ordered the Indian army to confront the Naga uprising in what eventually
led to a long running counter insurgency (CI) campaign across the seven sister

states of India's northeast. However, unlike the Indian army's CI operations in
Punjab followed by Sri Lanka and then finally Jammu and Kashmir - all of which saw
fairly intense military operations with long spells of routine CI operations, the
operations in India's northeast were largely 'low key,’with perhaps one exception
which saw the use of air power in the Mizo hills in the 1960s. This itself distinguishes
the experience in the Northeast from that of other insurgencies.
It all started with a Naga demand for independence immediately after the British

left India. Then in the 1960s it spread to Mizoram and in 1970s to Manipur. Several
decades later the region has multiple insurgencies with no solution in sight,
essentially for the following reasons:
• Firstly, the lack of development of the region, that has allowed the separatists to

garner support for their anti-Delhi campaign. Long ignored by New Delhi, despite
its strategic location that can be India's gateway to the ASEAN countries, these states
have figured low on New Delhi's priorities.
• Secondly, insurgencies have mushroomed and continued to exist because of

poor governance. Chairman Mao had said that the promise of a revolution will exist
in any region where the formal administrative structure fails to meet the basic
obligations of providing the minimum standards of life to its citizens. Furthermore,
rampant corruption and poor administration in the Northeast has led to a vacuum
that is filled by insurgent groups who run parallel governments.
• Thirdly, in a variant of the politics practiced across India, political parties in the

Northeast are known to have sought the support of local insurgent groups for
elections and in return they share a portion of the public funds with them thereafter,
giving the insurgents groups much needed funds. And finally, the region is a
complex mix of ethnicities, cultures and languages, that requires an understanding
of sensitivities of its people. This has been ignored by the authorities in New Delhi.
The influx of migrants and the creation of States, with interstate boundaries
arbitrarily drawn without consideration for the sensitivities of the local tribal
groups, has also led to conflicts.
A RAND corporation study (2010) has confirmed that no insurgency can last over

10 years without external support or sanctuaries. In India's northeast, insurgent
groups had earlier received the backing of the Chinese government including arms
and military equipment and in later years have enjoyed sanctuaries in Bangladesh
and Myanmar. However, it was only in recent years that New Delhi had sufficiently
favourable relations with these neighbouring countries to act decisively against
these insurgent groups based across India's borders. The most dramatic Indian
response against a cross border attack on Indian troops was the special forces raid
on insurgents camps across Manipur's borders with Myanmar following an
ambushof an Indian army convoy in 2016.
However, apart from the causes stated above, the one major reason that there has

been no solution to the multiple insurgencies across India's northeast has been the
absence of a comprehensive  politico military approach to the region. This requires
bringing all the military and paramilitary units under one commander who works
closely under the direction of a single point political authority in Delhi to address all
the security challenges comprehensively. At present, there are multiple forces with
separate chains of command adding to confusion. Worse still is the political
situation, with multiple stake holders, as each State has its own elected government
that has its own agenda and a police force which often operates to suit the political
agenda of the State government. Unless there is a comprehensive politico-military
template that is adopted for the entire northeast, the problem will continue to fester.

For more details on Maroof Raza, visit:  https:/ / www.maroofraza.com.

INSURGENCIES
AND INDIA’S
NORTHEAST

Maroof Raza
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