
OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2018, VOLUME 11, ISSUE 2  I  www.salute.co.in

`100

INDIA’S NEIGHBOURHOOD
CHALLENGING TIMES AHEAD

M
ap

 n
ot

 to
 s

ca
le

, f
or

 re
pr

es
en

ta
tio

na
l p

ur
po

se
 o

nl
y

01-cover_00_COVER_1.qxd  12/15/2018  7:50 AM  Page 1



WELFARE SCHEMES MANAGED BY
REHABILITATION AND WELFARE SECTION (CORPUS)
DIRECTORATE OF INDIAN ARMY VETERANS (DIAV)

PHYSICAL CASUALTY (FATAL)

R&W Section (Corpus) provides various welfare schemes/grants to NOK of soldiers, who die in harness i.e
Physical Casualty (Fatal):-

Welfare Schemes Amount

Education Grant
Children of physical casualties (fatal) from class 
1st onwards including suicide cases.  Class I to Class VIII Rs 10,000/- 

Class IX to Class XII Rs 14,000/-
Graduation Rs 20,000/-
Post Graduation Rs 25,000/-
Professional Course Rs 50,000/- (Maximum)

Widow Higher Education
Widows of soldier who die in harness Graduation Rs 20,000/-

Post Graduation Rs 25,000/-
Professional Course Rs 50,000/- (Maximum)

One time Computer Grant
For wards and widows of Physical casualty pursuing 
graduation and above. Rs 35,000/-

Daughter’s Marriage/Re-marriage of widow/
Orphan Son’s marriage Rs 1,00,000/-

Note : 

1. Education grant is presently available for the academic year
2017-18.  Last date of submission of application is 30 Nov
2018.  There is no bar on number of children. 

2. Application forms and guidelines can be downloaded at
www.indianarmyveterans.gov.in

3. Documents to be submitted for education grant are as
under:-

(a) Application form duly countersigned by the Principal of
the school/college.

(b) Fees receipts in original for the academic year 2017-18.
(c) Copy of the mark sheet of the class passed, as on 31 Mar
2018.

(d) Copy of the service booklet to include the details of wards.

(e) A cancelled cheque.
(f) Mobile number must be mentioned and should be in use.
4. There is only one form for the education grant, one time
computer grant and widow higher education.  

5. Contact details are as under:-
Director (Corpus), Rehabilitation and Welfare Section
Directorate of Indian Army Veterans (DIAV), AG’s Branch,
Integrated HQ of MoD (Army)
Adjacent to Central Org ECHS
104, Cavalry Road, Delhi Cantt -110010 
Tele No:  33344 (Army)
011-25674067 (Civil)
Email: rnwcorpus@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S NOTE
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The three trouble spots—Parts of Northeast
India, The Red Corridor and J&K—remain a
source of concern to the country, despite a vis-
ibly improved security climate. Statistics of
incidents of violence in the Northeast have
shown a downward trend. Of the 158 or so
insurgent groups which have operated in the
area, only 36 remain active, of which 13 are
proscribed militant organisations. The rest
have mostly become defunct. Civilian casual-
ties dropped to ten and Security forces casual-
ties to 13 in 2018, a massive reduction from the
numbers which were in triple digits in 2014.
Manipur, however still remains volatile and we
are yet to see a permanent solution to the
Nagaland problem, despite the fact that the
state is relatively peaceful.

Areas affected by Left Wing Extremism have
considerably shrunk, with some of the earlier
affected states like West Bengal, Kerala and
Madhya Pradesh reporting zero incidents of
violence in their affected districts. There has
also been a dramatic decline in violence levels
in the affected districts of Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Bihar and Maharashtra, which
together had but four SF fatalities and 28 civil-
ian fatalities related to Maoist violence in 2018
(Jan-Sep). The situation in Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand, however, has not shown much
improvement, with these two states account-
ing for most of the casualties that still keep tak-
ing place in the Red Corridor. Attacks by the
Maoists in these two states in the last two
months are indicative of the fact that they have
the ability to strike in their chosen areas
against the police forces operating against
them. This is worrisome. The CAPF operations
in these areas need to be further energised, as
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand appear to be the
last bastion of the Maoists. Neutralising the
Maoists from their last stronghold is necessary
if peace is to be restored. But alongside, must
come better models of governance than what
has been seen over the past six decades.

The situation in J&K appears to be a bit
more complex. With the imposition of
Governor’s rule, there is an apparent shift to
stability. Anti-terrorist operations over the last
two years have been very successful and oper-
ations are increasingly being based on hard
intelligence. This indicates public support for
the security forces as a large number of civil-
ians are providing information to the Army. It
also points to very high synergy levels between
the Army and other security forces and the
intelligence agencies. On the flip side, the state
is yet to affectively address the Hurriyat and
the overground network of supporters.
Governance issues still plague the state, which
needs urgent address. With the dissolution of
the Assembly, the Governor has a few months
to set things in order, but revitalising the states
governance mechanism is a task that can be
best performed by the elected representatives
of the people. The next government, 
as and when it is formed, will have its task cut
out.

Externally, relations with China are relative-
ly stable, despite China’s continual support to
Pakistan. Instances like Doklam will continue
to occur, and India would have to be prepared
to deal with them firmly as was done earlier.
Pakistan will continue to remain a thorn in
India’s side, but that is a problem we have to
learn to live with. The olive branch extended by
Pakistan appears to be a ploy to gain sympathy
and aid from the West for Pakistan’s tottering
economy. Being partially stalemated in
Kashmir, Pakistan is now stoking the flames in
Punjab. Perhaps a harder line is required
against Pakistan, wherein the Pakistan army
needs to be pay the price for the instability it
promotes in India.

Overall, a lot still remains to be done and
that would remain the defining challenge for
the next couple of years. The security environ-
ment is however positive and there is no cause
for gloom.
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Dear Sir,
This refers to your article “Arrest of A veteran: Gross Misuse Of
Authority”. The article is factual. It is truth that not only civil
even few  other including “paramilitary officers with S.C.
background” have animosity towards army, especially the
officers corps. After retirement, I was surprised to hear a
commandant of an ITBP battalion criticising a former Army
Chief, for contesting the state assembly elections in Punjab. I
had to tell him that this was a Constitutional right of any
individual and also of all service personnel who have retired.
I later found out that even his seniors at F.H.Q.at Delhi were
aware about his other sectarian, divisive attitude, especially
towards general caste officers and personnel. But they could
not take action against him, because it would be construed as
bias. I think the MHA must step in and take action where
there is blatant misuse of authority, even if the person belongs
to the SC/ST category. That is no ground for hiding
wrongdoings. Lastly, SALUTE is a good informative military
magazine. Thank you.

—Col(retd) C C Diwan, Raipur(Chhattisgarh).

Dear Sir,
Fundamental precepts of governance are normally associated
with positive actions. Negative actions such as
denials/discontinuance of age old practice rarely contribute
towards improved performance, continued quality
improvement and enhanced production. But the recent
decision of keeping Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL),
the only aviation behemoth of the nation, away from ongoing
Rafale deal has been one of the most remarkable and highly
desirable decision.

For defence equipment our nation has been and continues
to be dependent on moth-eaten and union controlled
Ordnance Factories and HAL. It would be enormous waste of
time to list out their individual and cumulative failures over
the last five decades. The time is ripe to take stringent
remedial measures in form of closure of non-profit making
ordnance factories. Enough time and opportunities have
been given to these establishments to prove their worth. Their
continued and consistent accomplishment has been ‘Losses
and more losses’ with every passing year.

We are not in a position to arm our soldiers with basic
weapons viz. small arms and world class rifles. In fact I
wonder if our ordnance factories can even produce and
manufacture a ‘spring’ needed for basic weapons. These
establishments, barring few, have done greatest disservice to
the nation over the years gone by.

All ordnance factories put together do not produce any
military hardware of international standards. Manned by
nearly quarter million personnel (inclusive of casual
employees), the industry fares poorly when compared with
French Airbus industry and Marcelle Dassault, which employ
a mere 25% manpower as compared with Indian Ordnance

Factories. They produce Airbus 380, the largest commercial
airliner of the world and Rafale, a world class fourth
generation fighter.

Nation can ill afford to waste any more funds on
maintaining these self-serving behemoths capable of
producing nothing with which our soldier can face the
adversary with confidence. If ISRO and SSM development
programmes can meet world standards, why the same cannot
be emulated by HAL and Ordnance Factories?

Our dependence on export of defence equipment
continues to increase with every passing year. In foreseeable
future, we are unlikely to see any change. Shutting down loss
making ordnance factories would be one small but extremely
prudent step towards improving the performance of defence
industry in India.

I am quite conscious of the fact that Department of
Defence Production would oppose any such measure
because their ‘empire’ would be threatened. But in larger
national interest, loss making ordnance factories must be
shut down. We do not have shortage of capable and
competent persons having great intellectual wisdom. We lack
character. In the words of Albert Einstein:“Most people say
that it is the intellect which makes a great scientist; They are
wrong: it is the character”.

The present government has shown it can take tough
decisions. I hence appeal to the Prime Minister that before
the term of the present government ends, the mess in the
Ordnance Factories may please be cleaned up.

—Gp Capt TP Srivastava

Dear Sir,
I am a veteran and I have some suggestions for the ECHS. It
would be nice if the ECHS and other organisations too could
adopt a service industry approach of customer being king or
at least important enough to be paramount while framing
rules. Sadly, such organisations are more driven by 'Process'
derived from paranoia of user 'misuse' than by taking into
account user comfort, and user limitations mainly due to age.
Veterans complain not because of lack of knowledge, but
because the SYSTEM instead of ‘listening,’ closets itself and
responds with deafness, and defensive explanations. Veterans
have a great deal of knowledge and skill sets and their inputs
can greatly benefit the system. Too much stress is being laid
on making SOPs which are then put up on websites as if every
single veteran will automatically become a very
knowledgeable soul. This is at best a rather unimaginative
approach. Many senior veterans are not computer savvy and
it is too late in the day to try to train them in computer usage.
In any case, that is not the charter of the ECHS. Why not focus
instead on modelling the 'process' to the underlings- the
illiterate veterans, poor souls.

—A Concerned Veteran
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OUT OF THE BLUE

“What goes
around comes
around” they say.
Before the great
powers, as they are
now known, came
into being, the
world order was
identified by its

great civilisations, spanning the seas and
the vast continental land masses of
Eurasia. The new world (America) had
not been discovered, nor was Australia
and Africa was yet unexplored. Amongst
these great civilisations there thrived
extensive trade, the routes to do business
traversing over land and sea, creating a
virtual beehive of activity in the region,
which centuries later was to become the
Indo-Pacific. There were major power
centres, the power of the civilisations
projected through their people, their
economies, their academic institutions
and in those days, highly established
infrastructure and business matrices.
Thus, if one considers the term “Polarity”
in geo-strategic terminology, it existed in
this region, a few thousand years ago.

The industrial revolution brought in
the development in the West and with it
greater international trade, more
importantly, the silks and precious gems
that were garnered from the ‘Exotic East’.
The trade routes of the Indo-Pacific took
on great importance. At the same time
the strategic significance and,
correspondingly, the vulnerability of
these trade routes was not lost on those
who benefitted from them. Clearly, it was
no wonder that major powers had
sought, and still seek, dominance over
this landscape: a portent for the future?

China’s rise as a major power centre
and India’s growing economy have, in
recent years, made the world look up and
take notice. The 21st century is indeed
destined to be the “Asian Century”. While
not discounting the strategic footprints

of Japan, South Korea and India, China’s
ascendency in the region is certainly due
to its huge economic might, engulfing
the countries of the Asia-Pacific and
establishing an ‘enveloping’ role that
would increase the dependency of these
states on China. While at one stage there
were concerns that China would display
hegemonist designs capitalising on its
economic clout and growing military
capabilities, it appears the dragon has, in
its wisdom, decided to maintain a ‘Big
Brother’ profile for the moment. But the
largest ever fleet review of the Chinese
Navy (PLAN) early this year heralded its
strategic role and emphasised its blue
water capability. The display of the
Liaoning, China’s sole aircraft carrier
(although two more are in the pipeline)
with its on-board J-15 fighter jets (SU-27
Flanker derivative) sends a strong
message across the globe.

It is imminently evident that the
purpose of China securing its maritime
rights to the Nine Dash Line is to extend
its influence up to the second island
chain, thereby creating adequate buffer
and depth for defence of the mainland.
The reclamation and development of
islands over shoals and reefs, most of
them with a military look, has endorsed
the fact that China’s forward posture
clearly defines its new outlook—that of
offensive defence. China’s strategic
escalation is supported by its two big
economic initiatives—the Belt and Road
Initiative and the New Silk Road, with the
essential purpose of securing its
sustainable source of imported energy
through this integrated network.

While a general status quo has
prevailed over half a century, the rise of
China and it’s rather evident forward
posturing, prompted Barack Obama to
initiate the US Rebalance in the Asia-
Pacific or what is called the Pivot in the
region. Needless to say it envisages an
increase in its military elements, with

greater visibility to provide the necessary
assurance to the countries in the Asia-
Pacific. It would be foolish to presume
that the US can continue to maintain its
elements interminably, so far afloat. To
ostensibly offset its load, the US has put
its finger on India to provide the support.
With an economy prospering to very
respectable levels, possessing a large and
modern military and an adversarial
mindset towards China, there could not
have been a better ally in the instant
circumstances. The declaration of the
term ‘Indo-Pacific’ and the re-naming of
its Pacific Command (PACOM) to Indo-
Pacific Command has given a huge fillip
to India’s prestige in global geo-politics.
India’s inclusion in the QUAD
(Quadrilateral Security Dialogue)
practically ‘sealed the deal’. In fact the US
Secretary for Defence, Leon Panetta,
went so far as to say, “India is the
lynchpin of the Rebalance”.

With over 60% of global energy
requirements seeking passage through
this area, the steady shift of economic
power from Europe to Asia is likely to
have far reaching effects on the Indo-
Pacific geo-strategic space. There is little
doubt that in the 21st century the world’s
strategic and economic centre of gravity
will be the Indo-Pacific. The US
Rebalance is indeed appropriate and
India’s position in the global order now
merits a progressive shift to strategic
role-play in the context of the vast arena
that extends across two major oceans.
The global order is coming full circle.

An alumnus of NDA and DSSC, Air
Mshl Sumit Mukerji has served the IAF

as a fighter pilot with distinction. He
has commanded three units, a MiG-29

Sqn, a MiG-25 SR Sqn and TACDE
(considered the ‘Top Gun’ school of the
IAF) and also served as the Air Attaché
in Washington DC. He retired in 2011

as the AOC-in-C of Southern Air
Command.

FULL CIRCLE—THE GLOBAL ORDER
Air Mshl Sumit Mukerji, PVSM, SC, VSM
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The Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi
made a historic
announcement that
Indian Navy’s first
nuclear submarine had
completed its first

‘Strategic Deterrence Patrol’ in a
designated area of Indian Ocean. He
complemented the DRDO, Atomic
Energy Commission, private and public
sector industries and the Navy for this
achievement. We need to reflect on his
statement. The Prime Minister
mentioned that it will provide peaceful
atmosphere to 1.3 billion citizens of our
country.

India is one of the few countries in the
world possessing nuclear weapons but
has pledged that it will not be the first to
use them against a country possessing
similar weapon. The then PM, Mr Atal
Bihari Bajpai, was convinced that India’s
policy will always be to deter a war,
including nuclear war, by possessing
capabilities which makes our country
militarily strong. By enunciation of No
First Use (NFU) of nuclear weapons, he
hoped that no nuclear weapon state will
use this weapon of mass destruction on
India since it could retaliate with
massive nuclear attack. Therefore, it
would deter war, both conventional and
nuclear. But for that to be effective it was
necessary to create credible second
strike capability. It had to be three
dimensional capability to launch
nuclear missile from land, air and sea,
called the Triad. While DRDO was quick
to position land based and air launched
nuclear weapons, it was time consuming
technological challenge to build sea
based (ship and submarine launched)
systems. While few ships were quickly

modified to carry nuclear weapons,
making own nuclear powered nuclear
weapon launch capable submarine was
a challenge. India needed a nuclear
submarine of its own and a nuclear
missile capable of being launched from
underwater giving it invisibility and
therefore credibility. While land and air
launched nuclear missile sites are
subject to compromise of their location
(being fixed sites), a submarine
launched missile does not give away its
location (since it keeps moving), thereby
eliminating possibility of a counter
attack. This is a most survivable platform
of the triad. It can remain submerged for
an indefinite timeframe. This capability
would effectively deter an adversary
from initiating a nuclear war and
increase credibility of superiority in
conventional weapons. This gives India
great geopolitical fillip.

DRDO scientists and Indian Navy
jointly worked for number of years,
along with BARC and private industries,
to realise this dream. A nuclear powered
submarine was built under undeclared
Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV)
project. On one hand, work was being
progressed to build fully indigenous
nuclear submarine and on the other
hand,  scientists were developing the
capability of launching underwater
nuclear missile which could be fitted to
the submarine. In 2015, the 6000 tons
submarine was ready for trials after the
nuclear reactor went critical. In a low key
ceremony, Arihant was commissioned in
2016 by the Chief of the Naval Staff.
Simultaneously, the scientists were
perfecting the indigenously developed
missile launch system. It completed
desired number of trial firings which
gave the scientists confidence to fit it on

the Arihant. Private industry played a
stellar role in manufacturing the hull
and most of the complicated equipment
and systems. It was a great achievement
since no country would have parted with
its complex technology. India is one of
the six countries in the world to have this
capability (US, Russia, France, UK and
China being the other five).

In this context, the Prime Minister’s
announcement was historic in nature.
Strategic Deterrent Patrol meant that
Arihant was fully loaded with its war
outfit of nuclear missiles (ready to be
launched), and in a pre designated area
to retaliate on the executive order of the
Prime Minister, completely invisible and
from unpredictable locations in vast
Indian Ocean. It is capable of
annihilating the adversary. This
capability would deter initiation of
nuclear war by an adversary thereby
ensuring peace and stability in our
region. This would create right
atmosphere for development.

Arihant is an invisible capability for
creating atmosphere of peace. The
challenge is to make a number of
Arihant’s and increase the range of the
nuclear missiles beyond 5000 km which
would give India the capability to
destroy larger economic targets in
second strike mode at far off distances in
adversary’s heartland. Indeed an
achievement for a country which is still
on the path of economic development.

Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, PVSM,
AVSM, NM and Bar is the former Chief

of Integrated Defence Staff & former
Commander in Chief Western Naval
Command. Presently, he is Member,
Board of Trustees, India Foundation.

INVISIBLE PEACEMAKER
SUBMARINE ARIHANT

Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, PVSM, AVSM, NM
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INDIA IN WORLD WAR I

There are simply no “good wars”. Once
the strains of the ultimate Last Post
from the war zone are played out, and
in the deafening silence that follows
dawns the truth of the enormity of the
gore of battles fought which in reality
were the ugliest manifestations of
cruelty dealt out by man upon fellow
men. Recorded history of WW I has it
that India alone lost 78,187 all ranks
killed and another staggering 67,000
wounded in action, many of whom too
were destined not to survive; yet that
dreadful carnage was wiped clean from
mankind’s conscience a mere 21 years
later, to jump into WW II terminating in
the nightmare of nuclear Armageddon
visited upon Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Today, as we pull down curtains on

the yearlong, sombre commemorations
of WW I Centenary, we do so in hope
that the last war was indeed the means
to banish armed conflicts of all shades
from the psyche of Nation States, for all

times to come.
When the news of the Great War had

reached India in August 1914, bulk of
the Army was in and around the NW
Frontier and in the words of a subaltern
of the 15 Ludhiana Sikhs (from his
autobiography, ‘The Only Enemy,’
Brigadier Sir John Smyth, Bt. VC, MC,
MP, published 1960) “it seemed to most
that we should be stuck where we were
for the whole war... missing out on
active service in Europe”. But forty-eight
hours later they had orders to mobilise
and get down to Karachi, within fifteen
days. In almost all cases this seemed “an
impossible task... our outposts were
stretched over sixty miles and we had to
march another eighty miles to
railhead… I was sent out with a bag of
rupees to hire every donkey and camel I
could find... the loyalty and fighting
spirit of the battalion was more than
ever manifest by the way every sick man
formed up and tried to persuade me he
was fit to go.”
The subaltern has left an endearing

account of Sepoy Harnam Singh who
was bedridden with malaria but “three
days later, towards the end of a
particularly trying march, I looked
around at the men and thought I saw
Harnam Singh black with sweat... but
swinging along jauntily... when we got
into camp later I asked the Indian
Officer if I had seen aright... how has he
possibly marched all this way?” Smyth
was amused to learn “Oh, opium — he’s
non-opium eater and the effect of

opium on him is therefore very great...
we give him a little before the march
and put him to bed as soon as it is over
and then do the same next day”.
Harnam Singh managed to get to
Karachi and went through a year of
trench warfare in France!

INDIA & THE GREAT WAR:
A FEW MERRY EPISODES FROM

THE WAR ZONE
Lt Gen. Baljit Singh, AVSM, VSM
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At last the battalion was reassembled
at Loralai and “what a scramble that day
was!... packed and stored all heavy kit
and household effects, sold my ponies
and got all my field service kit ready.
That night we dined as guests of
Hodson’s Horse. Amid cheers and good
wishes, with the band playing, very
weary but stimulated by champagne
and excitement, we set out for the war”.
But the troop-ships were not ready at

Karachi and the “kind residents treated
us to an orgy of farewell parties... just
before we were due to sail, we were
invited to dinner by the members of the
Gymkhana Club... the evening was a
very hilarious one... Next morning I
woke with a throbbing head and
suddenly noticed that the officer in the
next bed had his heads swathed in
bandages. I turned over and to my
horror saw that the officer on the other
side had his arm in a sling. I put my

head under the bedclothes, counted
three and then looked at the bed
opposite. The inmate of that had his leg
bandaged and slung up on a pulley...
apparently the regimental bus had
skidded... and gone into a deep ditch...

luckily no bones were broken...”
The 15 Ludhiana Sikhs were among

the first Indian troops to disembark at
Marseilles and that being their first
venture outside of India, there was
bewilderment as they marched for
several days through an environment
totally alien even to imagination. As
they wended their way through towns
and villages, the marching columns
were thronged by cheering crowds and
“one could just see the heads of the men
bobbing about amid an excited sea of
French faces”.
There was little by way of logistical

support as we understand today. And
“The Sikh is a cleanly creature and gets
under a pump at every opportunity no
matter how cold the weather or the
water. After the dusty march they took
down their hair and beards and set
about having a good wash. This
absolutely brought the house down and
there were delighted shrieks of “Voila
les femmes Indiennes!” After a while
this curiosity, good natured no doubt,
became rather embarrassing and the
battalion were glad to arrive at the live
battle zone”.
The battalion had mobilised in

cotton uniforms and one blanket per
head. “However, the men soon got an
issue of one warm vest and one long-
john... They didn’t quite understand the
underclothes at first and, on the day
were issued, I came out of my tent just
in time to prevent the Subedar Major
“walking out” clad in a thick pink vest
and pink long-john!”
On 24 October 1914, the battalions

were ordered to deploy in a “gap in the
line... we had a Scottish battalion on our
right and some French on our left. It
was of course very difficult for the
Indian soldier at first to distinguish
between French and Germans... I quite
appreciated this difficulty and
borrowed a French soldier and a
German prisoner and paraded them
slowly round in front of eachCompany.
Nevertheless, I regret to say that the first
people we shot in the Great War were
undoubtedly French...”
Shortly, the battalion was truly
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battle-blooded on 18 May 1915, when
Lieutenant Smyth leading ten
volunteers in a near suicidal mission
emerged with a VC and ten IDSMs
(Posthumous) for his comrades
(including Harnam Singh, probably of
the opium episode) in the same
mission. And two days later, The Czar
conferred on Smyth the exceptional
George Cross for “the most valorous
deed” of the year. A few days later, “we
had a message to say that an Indian
Maharaja (of Tikari) was
coming to spend a few days in
our trenches. He rolled up in a
smart uniform and beautifully
polished boots with an orderly
carrying his kit. He was given a
dugout and retired to sleep.
Early next morning, clad in a
pair of blue silk pyjamas, he
came and asked if he could
have a place to snipe from. I
gave him a little cul-de-sac
where he would be in no one’s
way, told him to be careful as
the German trench was only
forty yards from ours and then
started off on my rounds and
forgot about him. Shortly
afterwards, I heard some dull
clangs followed by roars of rage
from the German trench. I
peeped over the top and saw
that six of their steel loop-holes
had been knocked out. This
seemed rather queer as the
.303 bullet generally used to
ping off them. I suddenly
thought of the Maharajah and went
along to see what he was at. There he
was in his lovely pyjamas with a 500
Express Elephant rifle (strictly against
every convention of war) chortling with
joy and methodically knocking out
every Boche loophole within range. I
hated having to stop him but we had to
go to ground in any case as the Boche
put over an angry mortar concentration
to register their disapproval.”
Smyth was given a five days leave

before the battalion embarked for
Egypt. As he prepared to board a return
train at Victoria Station, he was

accosted by the wives of two newly-
weds of the 15th, who asked if they
could come along with me. With the
feckless assurance of youth I said yes.
Never mind the squabbles with the
railways and dodging the military
police in France “but I enjoyed the
whole thing enormously until we got to
Marseilles and I had to report to the
CO.“Well boy,” he grunted “had a good
leave?” Yes Sir... but I have a confession
to make... I got the biggest telling-off...

the CO I knew was susceptible to
flattery... I managed to blurt out “They
thought you might be able to fix it for
them, Sir” and I saw a gleam in his
eyes... and he said “But tell me this. Just
how the bloody hell does a Subaltern—
even a Subaltern of the 15 Sikh—
manage to bring two women right
across France in the middle of a World
War?”
I had read this book in 1960 but

could not discover who the Maharaja of
the silk blue pyjamas episode was. Now
in the 1990s, one frequent visitor to our
home was from the Kapurthala-family

and she traced out that the unsung hero
of that episode, from that most lethal
battle field, was Gopal Saran Singh of
Tikari. But where is Tikari? Again by
chance, I had acquired the latest Oxford
School Atlas in 2003 and lo and behold,
Tikari showed up, not far from Bodh
Gaya! But why had the man sought out
15 Ludhiana Sikhs only, on the Western
Front? His grandson Robin Tikkari has
no clue, either; I have a hunch but that
is another story!

Robin tells me that the Tikari
Jagir was conferred on the family
by Ali Vardi Khan, the Mughal
Governor of Bengal for loyal
services rendered in battle
skirmishes with the East India
Company! And that the
gentleman in blue silk pyjamas
on the battlefield was at the time
an Honorary ADC to Field
Marshal Haig. And in recognition
of material help during the War,
post armistice, he was appointed
an Honorary Captain in the
Indian Army at a ceremony in St
James Palace, on 19 September
1919. The family has that
parchment signed by The King.
Finally, as we relive moments

from WW I of soldiers’ grit and
valour against fearful odds,
driven solely by their intangible
commitment to “Honour, Oath of
Fidelity and Loyalty to
Comrades” even in the midst of
visible carnage all around and
hence it becomes a sacred

moment for all of us to unequivocally
rise in salute to all soldiers of the world.

Commissioned in the Regiment of
Artillery in July 1956,Lt Gen. Baljit

Singh, AVSM, VSM, retired on 31 July
1992 after 36 years of distinguished

service. A keen sportsman,
accomplished writer and noted

environmentalist, he is an active
promoter of Conservation of Nature,

more so within and by the Armed
Forces.

INDIA IN WORLD WAR I

SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER << October-November 2018 << salutemagazine@gmail.com10

Hony Capt Gopal Saran Singh of Tikari 

8-10-India in World War I_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  12/15/2018  8:14 AM  Page 3



AFGHANISTAN

salutemagazine@gmail.com >> October-November 2018 >> SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER 11

Extract of the address by The
President of Afghanistan, Mr Mohd.
Ashraf Ghani, at the civic reception
hosted in his honour by India
Foundation on 19 September 2018 in
New Delhi

Let me begin with Thanks. First I would
like to thank PM Modi, my friend and
the friend of Afghanistan, for his
steadfast attention to nurture this
historic relationship. A billion ties will
grow to billions more of hope in
common understanding. I would like to
thank the Indian people. The welcome
that has been given to Afghans, the

billion dollars that India committed is
an indication of the commitment of
every Indian to the future of
Afghanistan. I would also like to thank
Indian businesses. In Mumbai last
week, the economic corridor resulted in
120 million dollars in contract and close
to over 400 million dollars in MoUs.
Indian business is very welcome and on
Digital India and Digital Afghanistan, I
would like to thank Dr. Mohammad
Humayon Qayoumi, former President
Emeritus of San Jose State University
and currently Minister of Finance of
Afghanistan for having created a very
special relationship with Indian

Institutes of Technology and Indian
Institute of Business. As a result, there
are  going to be at least 1000 virtual labs
for the remotest schools in Afghanistan.
We have turned technical assistance by
its head by agreeing to virtual courses
where instead of hundreds, now tens of
thousands of young Afghan men and
women will take courses, will be
intensely examined and in the end
instead of spending 4 years, will come
for two months to India and get joined
certificates. This is the new India
partnering with new Afghanistan and
there are no limits to understand it.
With respect to industry, commerce

INDIA-AFGHANISTAN RELATIONS
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and all other related aspects, we would
like India to consider Afghanistan as a
platform for the global world. Like the
air corridor, now to jump to territory,
invest in Afghanistan to look towards
Central Asia and beyond. This is the way
to proceed. But I would like to thank
Indian educational institutes. Approx.
15000 Afghans are studying here,
forming deep relationships and
friendships that are going to be
enduring. Not only are our graduates
from Indian institutes of higher
learning now serving in Afghan cabinet,
but are working across the board. A
young Afghan who wrote an MA thesis
with 93 percent originality on water
resources is now Deputy Minister of
water and energy in Afghanistan. I have
also been  given a list of 100 Afghans
who have topped in Indian Universities.
As soon as I return I am going to invite
them collectively and appoint them to
positions across the board. But
particularly I would also like to thank
Indian democratic institutions. What
India and Afghanistan share is a deep
and abiding trust in democratic
institutions and the will of the people. I
am here because I am the elected leader
of Afghanistan speaking in the world’s
largest democracy and forging relations
between these two democratic nations. 
Today, there are two contending

views on the future of Afghanistan.
What are these views?
The first is what our relationship

with India illustrates, that Afghanistan
serves as a platform for regional and
global cooperation. Toynbee coined a
term for us, he called us a Roundabout,
a place where ideas, people and goods
flow, interact and inform each other.
Throughout 2000 years, we were a
roundabout. The contrasting term he
developed for our present situation was
cul-de-sac, where things get stuck,
where walls are built and where
exclusion is practiced. Afghanistan
firmly believes in becoming the
roundabout. But the contending view
also exists. That is why there is a war
waged against us, and Afghanistan has
become a stage for regional and global

instability.
Let us understand what is at stake.

Afghanistan, by networks of violence,
transnational terrorist and criminal
networks, has been offered nothing but
blood, destruction and more
destruction. We need to understand
that what is at stake today in
Afghanistan is the stability of the region
and of the world. To deliver and realise
the wishes and aspirations of our
people, the government of national
unity is working relentlessly to ensure
that we become an Asian roundabout
and a platform for cooperation. Next
year is going to be the 40th anniversary
of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
and also the 100th anniversary of our
independence. When we gained our
independence, we were the only
country in the region that had both
stability and prospects of modernity.
Unfortunately, the 20th century was
extremely cruel to us. We intend to
make the 21st century a century of
success for us in the region. Despite the
fact that I am 69 years old, I speak for
the generation that is below 35.I am
proud that we are the youngest cabinet
in the region. I also speak for the
women of Afghanistan. We are
extraordinarily proud of our ministers
and ambassadors. But we are also
particularly proud of our women social
activists. Afghan women no longer need
voices of others to represent them. They
can speak for themselves with clarity,
compassion and conviction. I salute the
Afghan women for their extraordinary
courage and determination. The Afghan
women will no longer be put in a cage
again. No one can do that, because they
are determined—and God help a
person who crosses an Afghan woman!
They are very similar to their Indian
sisters.
What is the nature of the war that is

being practiced on us? It is an
unrestricted war waged against both
secular and religious spaces. It is a
multi-dimensional war that is fought
both on and off the battlefield. It is a
political fight, a war of intelligence, a
war of political destruction. Most

fundamentally, it is not just a war
against the state or the political system.
It is now a war against our society. In the
past week, the 20th attack on West
Kabul by terrorist group took place.
Particularly distinguished Afghan men
and women who ethnically call
themselves Hazaras, a lot of whom
profess to be Shia Muslims were
subjected to these attacks. This is a war
against our national unity and our
religious freedom and religious accord.
We will not tolerate it, we will not allow
it, we will contain it and we will defeat
it. Afghanistan's national unity is where
every Afghan believes in the equality of
other Afghans. This is enshrined in our
Constitution as is the equality of Afghan
men and women. In order to not make
accusations, we ask for an international
commission of civil society, security
sector experts from the world to
investigate this crime that we consider a
crime against humanity. And I hope the
world would respond. We ask for a civil
society commission because the
international bodies are bound by other
sets of rules. And the international civil
society must be heard to know what is
happening and how to contain it.
Let me now get to the question that

might be on some people’s minds.
Given the news headlines, is the state of
Afghanistan at risk of collapse? My
answer is a categorical no. Why, you
may ask? Because we have the forces
and the resources, and the public will
not allow for a collapse. We are fighting
for survival and for the future but we are
not at the risk of collapse. There are
many reasons for this confidence in our
ability, but I will enumerate just one.
We have a 40,000 strong Commando
and Special Forces. They can reach any
place in Afghanistan within 12 hours.
State collapse is thus not an alternative.
The main reason that the war has
become unrestricted is that our
opponents have not been able to defeat
Afghan security and defence forces. But
the cost we are bearing is high, in terms
of casualties—both civilians and
security personnel—as also the
casualties suffered by our opponents.

AFGHANISTAN
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At stake for us is the lives of our
future generations. We are not fighting
just for the current generation. We are
fighting for our children and for those
not yet born. We are fighting for those
Afghans whose families come from the
remotest parts of the country. We are
literally fighting for the next five
generations. But we are an
extraordinarily resilient people. When
Afghans as a nation make up their
minds they are headstrong and they can
do the impossible. The enemies of
peace ought to know that this is not a
nation which will surrender, accept
defeat or act with cowardliness.
What is at stake for the region?

Today, the region is at a crossroad.
South Asia is the least economically
explored region of the world. We need
to overcome the present turmoil we
face to create a different future. This
wasn't our past. South Asia for
thousands of years was a region of
connectivity, and 3000 to 5000 years of
history join us together. Through the
earlier Silk road, a great set of common
activities have bound us together. This
place that we call India and Afghanistan
has been a place where pilgrims,
traders, Sufis, Jogis — all sorts of people,
and of course some armies too — have
moved forward and interacted. But the
rich fabric of the past has been a fabric
of networks and activities. In the 16th
century trade had nurtured. As an
example, the Bills of exchange from far
parts of Bengal were accepted not only
in Kabul but also in Bukhara and in
Baghdad. We need to renew that past. A
stable Afghanistan will allow uplifting
the country and the region from poverty
to prosperity, from dis-connectivity to
connectivity and shared
understanding. This is what
Afghanistan and India are practicing.
This is where our common vision unites
us. But we have to fight and defeat the
forces that seek to establish a  network
of violence, else they rob the region
from the generation of connectivity,
mutual prosperity and growth. 
Today, Afghanistan is defending

itself. Over 100,000 international troops

have left and I had the honour of
leading the security transition. We have
demonstrated that we can defend
ourselves, we can die for our nations,
and we are willing to fight for it. The
fight is no longer of that of the state, the
war is no longer that of the
international community. The Afghan
people have now become the key
stakeholders in this conflict. They are
not fence sitting and they actively
articulate. And because of this, Afghan
peace is our most significant national
priority and part of the consensus. A
recent survey carried out by a very
distinguished institute of civil society
concluded that 93 percent of Afghans
desire peace.
Surveys are one thing and

behaviours are another. Why do we
believe that internal Afghan peace is
possible? For that we carried out a very
simple controlled experiment — We
declared a ceasefire. We did so because
2907 clerics of Afghanistan convened
and issued a united Fatwa and asked
me to declare a ceasefire. And within 4
days I acted on their request which was
accepted by the Taliban. What did we
learn? A week earlier, about 1000
Afghans from both sides had died in the
country. But during the ceasefire, over
30,000 Taliban came to the cities. They
were not greeted with hatred nor were
they lynched or shot at. On global
television channels, we saw scenes of
Afghans joining in the celebration and
accepting each other. This was indeed
very encouraging. We learnt from the
ceasefire that Afghans as a nation are
willing to forego the past in order to
gain the future. About four decades of
conflict could lead to theories that we
are not ready for peace, but this bold
experiment showed that we are now
ready for social peace and we are
indeed ready to brace the future. It also
shows that the ceasefire was 98 percent
implemented.
The Afghan society has a consensus

on making peace but does not have a
consensus on the cost of it. What does it
mean to be a stakeholder society?
Consensus cannot be taken for granted.

It needs to be reviewed. And peace must
be an Afghan-inclusive peace and not a
partial peace. Why is peace with Taliban
important? Because if we arrive at
peace with Taliban we can concentrate
on counter-terrorism in earnest. No
matter how long the conflict has gone
on for and how much blood has been
spilt, Taliban are a part of Afghan
society. But foreigners, members of
Daesh and other international terrorist
networks are not. So we need to devise a
system to separate what is internal from
what is regional and global. The
consequence of this will enable us to
embark on the real task that Afghan
society demands, which is the
empowerment of the poor. 40 percent
of Afghans live below poverty and we
need to lift this segment.
A question often asked is, will we be

able to pay for our security? Our current
security bill is $6.2 billion a year
whereas our national revenue is $2.4
billion. So, will we be able to pay by
2024 and are  we committed to do so?
The answer is Yes, absolutely. We carried
an intense examination for a month
and we have realised we could do
savings of $2.2 billion in the two
remaining brackets or $2 billion for
counterterrorism and $2 billion for
police and others. Where India again
becomes important is helping in the
growth of the economy. In that regard
what happened in Mumbai and what
we have offered today will enable us to
truly develop the underdeveloped
resources of Afghanistan. That's where
every Afghan is a stakeholder in the
society and the economy. The
consequence will be that every Afghan
will become a stakeholder in regional
peace, cooperation and global security
and prosperity. It's with that hope that I
again thank you for giving me an
opportunity to speak to you. To thank
the Indian people and the Indian
government for embracing Afghanistan
in a mutual vision of the future where
reinforcing actions creates a virtuous
circle against a vicious circle that for the
past 40 years has prevailed.
Jai India, Jai Afghanistan.
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PAKISTAN

The recent excitement at the formal
inauguration of the Kartarpur corridor to
facilitate a short and easy passage for
Indian Sikh pilgrims to the holiest Sikh
shrine (Gurudwara Nankana sahib) that
lies in Pakistan, led many in India to
suggest that this could be a bridge to
eternal peace (as Navjot Sidhu did),
between the two countries. India’s prime
minister, had even suggested that the
initiative was akin to bringing down of
the ‘Berlin wall’ for the region. But
thereafter India’s foreign minister came
out strongly against any assumption that
the opening of the corridor could see a
thaw in bi-lateral ties. It has raised
questions on whether Mr Modi’s
government was divided over what to do
with Pakistan. On the other hand
Pakistan’s prime minister went on to
assert that his government, all political
parties in Pakistan, and Pakistan’s army
were all on the same page on ties with
India. But the question is: “what is it that
they’ve agreed on?”Certainly, not over a
settlement on Kashmir, on an as is basis;
a position that India was willing to take
both after the 1965 and 1971 wars.
Because if you take the Kashmir dispute
away from Pakistan, it’ll be left
rudderless.
In fact the proposal for the Kartarpur

corridor was floated by India more than
two decades ago, and emphasised by Mr
Vajpayee on his trip to Lahore. Having
dragged its feet for all these years,
Pakistan has suddenly gone ahead with
the inauguration now, after Imran Khan
was sworn in as their PM. And though it
is commonly believed that Imran is the
army’s man in the hot seat, there are
clearly other reasons for formalising this
proposal on 25th November. For one, it

was announced a day prior to the tenth
anniversary of the gruesome 26/11
attacks in Mumbai that was carried out
by Pakistan and its proxies. The expected
media hype over the announcement of
the setting up of the corridor would help
overshadow the negative press
coverage—at least in India—that
Pakistan’s ‘deep state’ was expecting.
And the other diplomatic benefit, hoped
Pakistan, was that the Kartarpur
initiative will allow it to come out
looking good, and not the epicentre of
terrorism in the region, by seeking talks
with India, as Imran Khan did at the
grand function organised for the event.
(Strangely, Pakistan’s establishment had
expected India to ignore their support to
pro-Khalistan rabid anti-India baiters at
this very venue, both prior to and during
the event!).
If there is one thing that Imran Khan

had wanted with his ‘faustian bargain’
with the Pakistan army’s brass hats,
(when they made it known that he was
‘elected’ to his post, even before the
voting was done), was to enjoy the
importance he expected to get, as prime
minister of a nuclear weapon state. But
what he has ended up seeking is
desperately needed a financial bailout
from the IMF; but that looks unlikely for
now. With its forex reserves down to less
than $7billion, Imran managed some
reprieve with a Saudi promise of
$3billion cash and other $3billion of oil.
More could come quietly, as some
experts suspect. Pakistan has provided
military units in the past to the Saudis
and is said to stock a reasonable nuclear
arsenal for that Gulf nation, which can
be called to use, if Iran comes out
formally with its own nukes. And

Islamabad’s other hope lies with Beijing,
with Pakistan now all but a vassal state,
that China controls in so many ways. It
virtually funds all major projects in
Pakistan now, at unbearably high rates of
interest, as Imran knows; from dams in
the northern areas of POK to fibre optics
cables that connect the Chinese military
in Kashgar to GHQ Rawalpindi, all part
of the now $60 billion plus CPEC (China
Pakistan Economic Corridor), the
flagship part of Chinese President Xi
Jingping’s Belt and Road Initiative
(earlier OBOR). But China has linked
Imran’s call for financial assistance to 15
more projects within Pakistan as part of

PAKISTAN’S IS PAYING THE PRICE
OF ITS TRYST WITH TERRORISM

Maroof Raza
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the CPEC. Ironically it was the CPEC
projects that Imran and his advisers had
been openly critical off, as Imran was
sworn in.
Therefore, an engagement with India

would not only ease Pakistan’s sense of
isolation but help it convey to the world
that even India was willing to overlook
its own charges of Pakistan being the
epicentre of terrorism, and that it wasn’t
doing enough to confront the menace of
terror on its soil. But India apart, much
of the international community led by
the US has now had enough of Pakistan’s
devious games. Pakistan was thus put on
the ‘grey list’ by a UN-approved body, the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF), that
monitors funding of terror groups. Its
members have been insisting that
Pakistan does more, to move out of its
grey-list or could it be put on the FATF
‘blacklist,’ for being a state sponsor of
terrorism. That Imran Khan cannot do,
and his armymen won’t do. Anti-India
terror groups within Pakistan are both an
asset and a liability for them, but more
importantly, Pakistan’s army is now

unable to confront them militarily, since
the public support they enjoy will have
enormous social implications, if they do
so.
A team of the FATF for the Asia Pacific

region made a weeklong visit to Pakistan
in October this year, to check to what
extent the country had complied with
the need to impose legal and
institutional frameworks to curb terror
funding and money laundering among
other things. Media reports said that
they weren’t impressed. But being adept
at the use of smoke and mirrors,
Pakistan’s establishment took cosmetic
steps like the shifting of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba’s (LeT) headquarters from its
sprawling complex in Muridke to a dusty
base in Samsatta (and placed
temporarily under its Punjab
government’s control). Many more
smoke screens would follow, in its quest
to hide evidence and fudge the facts. And
funds for the buildup of the new centres
to house terror groups, to give Pakistani
officials room for deniability, will come
from cash donations made across

Pakistan by the masses who have long
believed that the LeT and their fellow
travellers are Pakistan’s best hope to
annex Kashmir through their so-called
Jihad.
Pakistan’s blacklisting by the FATF

would make it very difficult for financial
assistance to come formally to Pakistan’s
help, as the country stares at its vastly
depleted foreign exchange reserves. But
Imran Khan did the smart thing to make
public his country’s financial plight at
the start of his tenure so that the finger of
blame would point to his predecessors
viz. the Nawaz Sharif government.
Ironically though, having put the blame
during his political speeches and
statements for all of Pakistan’s troubles
on the West, Imran now has to seek a
bailout from the West! More so, as the
Chinese are unwilling to bail the
Pakistanis out this time by only cash
support, having given Pakistan $5 billion
last year and recently an emergency
handout of $1 billion loan, they’ve
announced it’ll be linked to the ‘cash for
kind’ China Pakistan Economic Corridor
projects. The CPEC is linked to China’s
much-acclaimed gift to the world, the
Belt and Road Initiative, President Xi
Jingping’s legacy, which is facing hurdles
everywhere.
If Pakistan eventually gets an IMF

bailout, as it has on twelve occasions in
the past, and if it then asks to resume
talks with India, as it will sooner or later,
Indian diplomats might like to respond
to their Pakistani counterparts to say
that India could, but only on New Delhi’s
terms. And to rub their point home, they
could remind the Pakistanis that a
nation that is ‘broke’ cannot set the
agenda. It will help to draw a parallel
from a footnote in our post-1947 history
when an arrogant Zulfikar Bhutto had
told the humble Swaran Singh, India’s
foreign minister after the 1962 Chinese
invasion, that India was a defeated
nation and it was in no position to state
a claim over Kashmir. Now perhaps, it is
our turn to remind the Pakistanis of the
mess they are in, and that they need to
sort their home out before they can hope
to save the Kashmiris.
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SRI LANKA

P
resident Maithripala Sirisena is
trying hard to work out a face
saving compromise to break the
political deadlock created by

him after he installed former president
Mahinda Rajapaksa as Prime Minister
and sacked PM Ranil Wickremesinghe,
three weeks ago. Though PM Rajapaksa
and his cabinet have taken over the
government, the parliament has refused
to accept his appointment. The country
is in a drift as day to day functioning of
the government is hamstrung by the
crisis.

Former PM Wickremesinghe refusing
to vacate the PM’s official residence
Temple Trees, and his party said to be
meeting the expenditure for his
continued stay there, typically illustrates
the confusing ground situation.

A defiant speaker, Karu Jayasuriya,
rejected the President’s order to prorogue
the parliament and later dissolve it. He
has ensured two no confidence motions
are passed against the Rajapaksa
government. The parliament boycotted

by Rajapaksa’s UPFA-SLPP coalition, has
passed yet another resolution to block
any expenditure by PM’s office.

A plethora of cases against President
Sirisena’s actions dubbed as
unconstitutional by Wickremesinghe and
his erstwhile coalition partners is
pending in the supreme court. These
cases are likely to be disposed of on
December 7, 2018. Added to this,
Wickremesinghe’s quo warranto petition
filed to prevent PM Rajapaksa from
functioning filed in the Court of Appeal is
coming up for hearing on December 3,
2018.

With pressure building up on two
fronts — in parliament and the
impending verdict in the cases in
Supreme Court — President Sirisena has
probably realised the only way to defuse
the situation is to work out a deal with the
opposition leaders. The Speaker agreed
to arrange a one-on-one meeting
between the President with the leaders of
the United National Front (UNF)
constituent parties led by
Wickremesinghe and with the four-party
Tamil National Alliance (TNA) members
led by the leader of the opposition P.
Sampanthan to explore a possible way
out of the crisis.

The meetings took place on
November 30, 2018, as scheduled. But it
was probably inconclusive. According to
TNA sources, the President is said to have
advised them to pass another no
confidence motion against Rajapaksa
government in the parliament in
accordance with the standing orders
when it meets on December 5, 2018. This
could pave the way for swearing in
another UNP nominee as PM. President
Sirisena has repeatedly vowed not to

accept Wickremesinghe again as PM
again; so far, the UNP has not chosen
another leader from the party to be the
PM. The President will probably
withdraw the notification dissolving the
parliament as the price for striking a deal
with the opposition. Seeking UNF
cooperation for holding a fresh
parliamentary election could also be
another trade off for President Sirisena.

PM Rajapaksa in his first televised
address after taking over as PM said the
country’s stability could be restored
through a fresh round of parliamentary
elections. He added that the UNP, unlike
other parties, was not ready to face the
people. The PM said President Sirisena

SRI LANKA: BREAKING 
THE POLITICAL IMPASSE

Col R Hariharan, VSM
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had entrusted him to resurrect the falling
economy and living standard of the
people. Referring to his government, he
said: “what we have now is only an
interim government. When a downward
trend manifests itself, it is difficult to turn
things around in a month or two.” He
alleged that the Wickremesinghe
government had borrowed USD 20.7
billion in three years and it would take a
while to turn things around.

However, in May 2018, when a no
confidence motion against PM
Wickremesinghe was defeated, the PM
described the motion as an attempt not
to just oust him, but the first step to
topple the National Unity government
led by President Sirisena. He had asked
the party to be prepared for the coming
provincial, presidential and
parliamentary elections. Is the UNP
ready now for a parliamentary election?

Arrest of the CDS and attempted
transfer of CID Inspector
President Sirisena, speaking to foreign
correspondents, has assured non
interference in ongoing investigations

into abductions, killing of journalists, and
other crimes allegedly committed by
those connected to the new government.
He said: ‘no one can interfere’ with police
and courts. Apparently, the President’s
assurance was a damage control measure
after political parties raised a furore when
Inspector Nishantha Adrian Silva of the
CID branch, investigating a number of
highly sensitive cases, was suddenly
transferred by the Inspector General of
police. It was allegedly done due to
pressure from the President’s office.

The cases he was handling included
the assaulting of journalist Keith Neyhr
by suspected military intelligence
personnel and the case of Lt Comdr
Hettiarachchi involved in the kidnapping
and disappearance of 11 Tamil youth in
2008-2009. However, the police
commission intervened to cancel the
transfer of Inspector Nishantha
indicating at least the Yahapalana
government has indeed made a
difference in making the commissions
function independently.

Curiously, while the whole drama of
the CID inspector’s transfer was being

enacted, Sri Lanka’s highest ranking
serving military officer Chief of Defence
StaffAdmiral Ravindra Wijegunaratne,
appeared before Colombo Fort
Magistrate and was remanded to custody
till December 5, 2018.It is interesting to
note that earlier the CDS failed to appear
before the CID and give a statement on
his alleged help to Lt Comdr
Hettiararchchi to evade arrest in the case
of kidnapping 11 youth.

The arrest and prosecution of the CDS
could set a precedent for the arrest of
other service officers allegedly involved
in war crimes. President Sirisena has
repeatedly said he would never
prosecute armed forces personnel on
alleged war crimes. So, how he reacts to
the arrest of the CDS is likely to
determine whether other cases involving
two naval officers would be allowed to
take its logical course.

Tail piece: Even the constitutional
crisis and its questionable status did not
deter the government from signing two
contracts totalling more than USD 50
million with two Chinese firms. The
contract worth USD 32 million with
China Harbour Engineering Company
(CHEC) was to enhance the deep berth
capacity of the state-run Jaya Container
Terminal in Colombo. The other contract
worth USD 25.7 million was for the
supply of three cranes from Shanghai
Zhenhua Heavy Industries for the same
project. India had expressed its concern
at the deal earlier as  80 per cent of its
marine trade passes through the port.

A veteran of the 1965 and 1971 Indo
Pak wars, Col R. Hariharan, served as the
head of intelligence of the Indian Peace

Keeping Force (IPKF), from 1987 to 90. He
was commissioned in the Regiment of
Artillery in June 1963 when he left his

career as a journalist with the Press Trust
of India to join the Army in a burst of
patriotism. He frequently writes in his
areas of specialisation – South Asian
neighbourhood and terrorism and
insurgency. He can be contacted at
colhari@gmail.com, blog:http:/ /

col.hariharan.info
This article was first published in

South Asia Security Trends, Dec 2018 
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IS CHINA’S ECONOMY 
GOING TO IMPLODE?

China’s benchmark stock
index is now 50 per cent
below its bubble-high in
2015, and there’s little sign the
selling will end any time
soon. The USA is intensifying
its trade war with China and
the last quarter growth was
6.5 per cent, lower than what
the Chinese had expected.
There are signs of weakening
domestic demand for cars to

air-conditioners, and there is a concern that the yuan will
weaken past the level of 7 per dollar, factors that weigh on
stock market sentiment. Investors in China are running
scared.
The Shanghai Composite Index tumbled another 1.5 per

cent to a four-year low, cementing its position as 2018’s worst
global benchmark. The Chinese stock market is still the worst
performing in the world since January 2018—Losing enough
value that combines the market capitalisation of Brazil, India
and Russia.
China’s stock market is now worth $5.4 trillion, less than

Japan’s. Economic experts are predicting a prolonged cold
war like period with several countries including the European
Union which, like America, has woken up to how China
engages in Intellectual Property theft. It has passed a law that
high tech companies can no longer be sold to China.
China’s Belt and Road Initiative has put many nations

under insurmountable debt such as Sri Lanka, Kenya,
Cambodia, Laos to name a few. Malaysia was quick to stop the
railway line that the Chinese were building for them. Most
developing countries will not be able to pay China back so it
will be left with huge infrastructure projects that will not be
viable and will, in fact, create even more debt for China.
China plans to spend a trillion dollars in 70 plus countries on
infrastructure.
Economists claim that China’s own debt to GDP is around

over 356 per cent, and growing while its economy is slowing.
The debt is due to the massive infrastructure projects that
China undertook in the last decade. Some reports suggest
China used as much cement in ten years than the whole of the

United States used in 100 years. This has led to 70 million
empty apartments and ghost cities; bridges that are hardly
used; millions of miles of underused roads; a huge rust belt
with steel mills that now lie empty and some ports that are
practically abandoned. Millions of migrants who provided
labour for these industries have had to go back to their
farmlands, where there is not much work. Though the
government is trying to rein in overcapacity it will mean
shutting down more factories and laying of thousands more.
In addition, the labour force in China has become too
expensive and many companies are relocating to Vietnam
and neighbouring countries.
Then there is a huge growth in shadow banking, a term for

the collection of non-bank financial intermediaries that
provide services similar to traditional commercial banks, but
outside normal banking regulations. Experts say they do not
know how large or pervasive this is and how much debt it has
accumulated.
In addition, there is Peer 2 Peer lending platforms some in

the form of investment companies who borrow from the
people on a fixed rate of return and lend it to projects such as
a small farmer or an IT company that it hopes will grow.
Recently, one of the largest Peer 2 Peer went bankrupt and
hundreds who had lost their money went to the authorities
but the Chinese police rushed them out in buses. In Beijing,
there were hundreds of army veterans lined up who had not
got their pension. This too was resolved by busing them away.
No one really knows how those who lost their money will

be helped nor how much non-performing assets the banks
have built up.I recall the city of Xian in China where all you
could see were hundreds of skyscrapers, dotting the skyline
and giant cranes everywhere. Even then it struck me that this
kind of rapid building would not be sustainable. Most of the
complexes were too expensive for the lower middle class but
the sheer extent of construction happening at breakneck
speed was breathtaking. President Trump is adamant that
China has not been playing on a level playing field and has
imposed tariffs on $250 billion worth of Chinese imports to
the US, which he intends to ramp up if China does not come
to the table.
Vice-President Mike Pence’s no-holds-barred attack on

China earlier this month where he said that no longer would

Ashali Varma
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China be allowed to provide subsidies to their export houses
in order to dump them at low prices in the United States or
steal intellectual property rights by forcing American
companies to give them up if they want to enter the Chinese
markets.
Then there was the imposition of sanctions on China

under CAATSA for purchasing Russian Su-35 fighters and S-
400 missiles, the cancellation of US-China military dialogue
and a dangerous encounter between an American and a
Chinese warship in the South China Sea. There is also the
charge that Chinese spies have infiltrated the networks of
several US companies by installing very small chips in the
server boards manufactured in China that are used in the
systems of these companies. If the US confirms this, it could
lead to a major effort to remove China from the global supply
chains.
The powers in China are genuinely scared of Trump as he

keeps them guessing. Recently, I heard a top Chinese
economist say that he bought 50 books of Trump’s Art of a
Deal, in Chinese to give it to the policymakers.  Trump is the
first President that is trying to curtail China’s power in three
fronts at the same time: trade, military and ideology.
Xi Jinping’s authoritarian rule has not helped either. His

hegemony over the South China sea; militarising islands that
are nowhere near the Chinese coast has angered Vietnam,
Malaysia and the Philippines. His utter disregard for the rule
of law and maritime routes led to the Quad (India, Japan, US
and Australia) and the Indo Pacific, which will help to keep
sea lanes open as well as have naval exercises together. This is
another threat to China’s hegemonic tendencies.

China does not like it. Xi Jinping told the US Defence
Secretary when he visited him in June this year.  “We cannot
lose even one inch of the territory left behind by our
ancestors.” I wonder how he claims Tibet as belonging to his
ancestors!
In an interview on TV, Gordon Chang an expert on China

said that he does not even trust China’s numbers of 6.5 per
cent growth and says it is more like 3 per cent. Vehicle sales
have dropped by 11.5 per cent, is one indicator. He also says
that Xi Jinping is tough and he cannot lose face by coming to
the table on trade negotiations with the US.
“He has deinstitutionalised the Communist Party in the

last six years. There are no longer these rules that guide
succession, which means that if he loses power he could
easily lose his freedom and maybe even his life. We are going
back to Maoist style politics.”Chang added that Xi is not going
to give up without a fight and feels that he may take the
economy and the People’s Republic of China down with him.

Freelance journalist Ashali Varma has authored the
biography of her father late Lt. Gen. PS Bhagat — ‘The
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with the International Commentary Service Inc, New York in

1990. She was the executive publisher of The Earth Times,
New York (1992- 98). She has also worked as the editor of

Choices Magazine, United Nations Development
Programme. She writes on various issues including human

rights, population and sustainable development. This article
first appeared in October 23, 2018, in the Times of India
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BIMSTEC CAN USHER
IN A NEW ASIAN ORDER

The BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Co-
operation) Summit was held in
Kathmandu on August 30-31
amid contentions that India is
losing its influence and goodwill
within the immediate
neighbourhood, while Chinese
political influence is on the rise,
through economic assistance.
When Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi announced the BIMSTEC military exercises,
political, diplomatic and civil society in Nepal received the
message with suspicion. Nepal sent only military observers
even if troops were committed during the preparation for the
military exercise.
The nature of threats is altering with the shift in balance of

power, so the world is witnessing a crisis of trust, problems in
multilateralism, cyber criminals, corruption, poverty, gender
violence and trafficking and environmental degradation
leading to disasters.
Modi, in his address at the summit, announced a BIMSTEC

Combined Military Exercise to be held in Pune, India, from
September 10 to16, with affirmation of participation from
member countries. Preparations for the exercise had
progressed with a communiqué at the end of May, preliminary
planning on June 19-20 and final arrangements on August 2-3.
The BIMSTEC military exercise is aimed at common efforts

to counter international terrorism, illicit drug trafficking, cross
border organised crime, humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief operations and mutual legal assistance in criminal
matters, but was consumed in Nepal with uncertainty, where
three arguments surfaced. One, that BIMSTEC was still
working for a strong institutional mechanism, vision and
charter for capacity development; secondly, whether it meant a
change in Nepal’s diplomatic principles of opting for military
participation for peace efforts or countering common threats
through regional alliances; and third, the fear that the strong,
growing relationship with China would be imperilled.
The Foreign Minister was prompt to clarify that Nepal would

not join any military alliances or be used against friendly
nations. This expressed its sensitivities and policy
constrictions. The Ministry of Defence stated it was unaware of
the military exercise, raising the question of civil control and
supremacy over the military.
Asia has four alliance military exercises. The most recent

was the eight nation SCO (Shanghai Co-Operation
Organisation) exercise, including China, India, Pakistan and
Russia with four other Central Asian Nations, which
culminated in Russia on August 29.
The Nepal government at the last minute decided that the

Nepali Army would not participate in the BIMSTEC joint
military exercise but would send observers. Four issues can be
inferred from the decision: Lack of strategic leadership co-
ordination within the government machinery; shortfall in
inter-departmental/ministerial and executive co-operation
and co-ordination; deficiency in utilisation of strategic
structures like the National Security Council mechanism and,
finally, the question of civil control over the military.
BIMSTEC started in 1997 as a loose group, driven by

economic cooperation in six sectors, including trade,
technology, energy, transport, tourism and fisheries. It
expanded in 2008 to embrace nine more sectors—agriculture,
public health, poverty alleviation, counter-terrorism,
environment, culture, people-to-people contact and climate
change, to take the entire range of cooperation from economy
to political, security, socio-cultural, technology and agriculture. 
BIMSTEC encompasses five nations from SAARC (South

Asian Association for Regional Co-Operation) and two nations,
Myanmar and Thailand, from the 10-member ASEAN
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations). Nepal and Bhutan
formally joined the BIMSTEC in 2004, making it a seven state
inter-governmental organisation. The organisation can be
viewed as a gateway or an economic corridor to East Asia
through South East Asia via both land and sea.
The fourth BIMSTEC Summit concluded with an 18-point

declaration focusing on strengthening capacity; preparing the
preliminary draft of the Charter, long term vision, priorities for
co-operation, establishing a BIMSTEC permanent working
committee (BPWC) and a Secretariat equipped with finances
and human resources. A memorandum of understanding

Maj Gen Binoj Basnyat (Nepal Army)
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(MOU) was signed on grid interconnection for optimising use
of energy resources in the region and promoting efficient and
secure operation of power systems to supplement energy
security.
BIMSTEC is an opportunity for Nepal and other nations to

get better co-ordination, more and efficient access and
appropriate delivery mechanisms from and to the
intergovernmental organisation. Being a part of the “Act East”
and “Act West” policies for utilising resources and trading
energy is beneficial. It is equally an opportunity for India to
strengthen links to southern ports and new land corridors with
Thailand and Myanmar and with ASEAN nations.
Nepal, which aims to produce 15000 MW of power in the

next 10 years, would be equipped to sell surplus power abroad
through Bangladesh (vide the MOU signed in August to export
electricity) to Myanmar and Thailand. If agreed, the MOU with
India on cross-border energy trade policy would facilitate
export of electricity.
However, BIMSTEC, even after capacity development,

should not be a substitute for SAARC, Mekong-Ganga Co-
operation or other existing bilateral, regional or multilateral co-
operation arrangements, but rather be complementary.

Implementing policies and priorities of the Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India and Nepal Motor Vehicle Agreement (BBIN
MVA), and South Asia Sub-Regional Economic (SASEC) and
cross-border energy trade agreement would alleviate
export/import of natural gas, hydro electricity to achieve
regional stability and strengthen BIMSTEC. If BIMSTEC agrees
to a protocol for coastal shipping and a dedicated supply line,
it would provide sea access to two landlocked countries, Nepal
and Bhutan, for supply chain security.
To address common challenges, SAARC and BIMSTEC

should hold defence and internal security (home) ministers’
conferences, paving the way for meetings of chiefs of defence,
civil police, paramilitary forces and intelligence units. Holding
annual meetings of the association is essential for substantive
results. The fundamentals of Central, South West, South, and
South East Asia connectivity are vital and imperative for the
“New Asian Order”.

(The author is a retired Nepali Army Major General and a
political and security analyst. He can be contacted at

basnyat10@hotmail.com)
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HAL - NEED FOR OVERHAUL

Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
(HAL) was in the eye of the
'Rafale Storm' when Indian
public came to know for the first
time that the 126 aircraft
MMRCA contract could not go
through because the foreign
vendor was not willing to take
responsibility for the quality
control of HAL produced
products and that the HAL would
require 2.7 times the man-hours

to produce the aircraft vis-a-vis the French manufacturer
Dassault, thus a significant increase in price. The Ministry of
defence (MoD) and Indian Air Force (IAF) were shocked to see
that the price quoted by HAL for the LCA Mk1A was much
more than what it was charging IAF for the HAL-built, much-
larger and potent, SU-30 MKI. There is already a three decade
delay in the very desperately needed Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) for IAF, and program is still slipping further.

Indian remains one of the most threatened nations with
two hostile nuclear neighbours with both of whom India has
had wars. The Indian military aviation market continues to be
huge. IAF is at an all time low of 31 fighter squadrons, down
from the authorised 42. If urgent steps are not taken to
acquire more fighters, this number could go down below 30
squadrons for the first time ever. For the IAF alone, the
immediate aircraft requirements are close to USD 100 billion
worth, while the Army and Navy have their own requirements
for their respective air arms. HAL should have been a flag
bearer of the 'Make-in-India' campaign, and like ISRO should
have helped India become self sufficient. It should have also
helped promote the Indian private industry as part of the
overall eco-system. Unfortunately it has not met needs of the
Indian air arms, despite being in existence for nearly 7
decades and having near monopoly. HAL and many other
Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSU) continue to be
highly import dependent. They have just managed to master
the art of license-production and assemble aircraft using
foreign supplied kits and production drawings. Even for
making kits from raw material, they often need foreign
assistance. It is time to catch this bull from the horns and give
it a big shake.

Armed Forces Aircraft Requirements
The biggest concern for the IAF is how to rebuild and

augment its highly depleted fighter force. As recent as 2001,
IAF had 39 ½ fighter/bomber squadrons. The only current
saving grace is the SU 30 MKI fleet that has significantly
boosted IAF's op potential. Aircraft are being license
produced by HAL at its Nasik plant at an average rate of 15-20
per annum. The indigenous Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)
'Tejas' which was to provide a modern jet fighter to replace
IAF’s ageing MiG-21 fleets is still struggling both in terms of
production capacity and to achieve the Final Operational
Clearance (FOC). Since only 20 aircraft are to be supplied in
Initial Operational Clearance (IOC), and another 20 in FOC
configuration, any delay in achieving FOC will bring
production line to a halt, or IAF will be forced to accept more
aircraft in IOC status.

LCA MK1A which will bring in a modern AESA radar, aerial
refuelling and easier servicing and maintainability is still at
D&D stage and government is trying to resolve the excessive
price quoted by HAL. This is bound to cause further delays,
and push the LCA program further back. IAF has ordered 83 of
these. The LCA variant that will actually meet the IAF's
original Air Staff Qualification Requirements (ASQR) will be
the LCA Mk II with the more powerful GE 414 engine. The
aircraft will be larger in dimensions and will have newer
systems including a comprehensive Electronic Warfare suite
and therefore will require a fresh round of both ground and
flight testing. The earliest the first flight may take place could
be in 2025 and actual induction around 2030. IAF proposes to
buy 200 LCA Mk II. Effectively IAF will have to live a decade
with LCA Mk1 variants.

Rafale remains a good acquisition with state-of-the-art
avionics and weapons but only 36 are contracted and they
will join IAF between 2019 and 2022. IAF was forced to begin
a fresh process for acquiring 114 more MMRCA class aircraft.
Even if fast-tracked, these aircraft cannot induct before 2025.
IAF fully supports DRDO's fifth-generation stealth Advanced
Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA). This is a work still in initial
progress and the aircraft may fly around 2028 and induct
around 2035.

India does not have a significant indigenous transport
aircraft program. Also, Indian armed forces await the long
delayed (7 years behind) weaponisation of the Advanced
Light Helicopter (ALH) ‘Rudra’ and the Light Combat
Helicopter (LUH). HAL has also planned developing a Tactical
Battle Support Helicopter as a tri-services project. It will be
called Indian Multi Role Helicopter (IMRH). Indian Navy (IN)
had a requirement of 40 Naval LCA variants. In December

Air Marshal Anil Chopra PVSM, AVSM, VM, VSM

DEFENCE PUBLIC SECTOR: HAL

22-25-HAL_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  12/15/2018  8:10 AM  Page 1



salutemagazine@gmail.com >> October-November 2018 >> SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER 23

2016, they have indicated that the LCA is over weight for
carrier operations and may be considered for alternate use.
IN has issued an RFP for six medium-range maritime
reconnaissance (MRMR) aircraft. IN also needs 57 Multi-Role
Carrier Borne Fighters, 123 naval multi-role helicopters
(NMRHs) and 111 naval utility helicopters (NUHs). It can be
seen that Indian armed forces have a huge military aviation
market to be tapped.

HAL Has its Hands Full
HAL was founded in 1940. It is currently state owned (90
percent) with 10 percent private share holding. HAL designs
and manufactures fighters, transport aircraft and helicopters
and many of their major systems. It employs nearly 32,000
personnel, had assets worth Rs 5,15,523 crore (USD 7.36
billion) in 2017, and revenue of Rs 1,95,969 crore (USD 2.79
billion), and profit after tax of Rs 26,247 crore (USD 374
million). The company has produced under license a large
variety of aircraft including HS 748, Gnat, MiG-21 & 27,
Jaguar, Dornier Do-228, Chetak/Cheetah helicopters, SU-
30MKI, Hawk AJT among some other aircraft.

It indigenously designed, developed and produced 147
HF-24 fighter jet. More recently it is producing the ADA
developed LCA 'Tejas', and its in-house Advanced Light
Helicopter (ALH) and its variants. HAL is also into overhauls
and upgrades of many IAF aircraft and engines. HAL has also
obtained several multimillion-dollar contracts from leading
international aerospace firms such as Airbus, Boeing and
Honeywell to manufacture aircraft parts and engines. The
immediate areas of concern are the need to quickly complete
FOC of LCA Mk 1 and mark up annual production initially to
16 aircraft from current 8. The next set of challenges are to
complete Design and Development (D&D) of already ordered
83 LCA Mk 1A. Tasks further down include developing the LCA
Mk II and AMCA. 

HAL Production and Quality Issues
There are essentially three issues that have slowed aircraft
development and production and that has often upset IAF
plans for building its force levels. HAL (and no less DRDO)
have often overstated capability of having full know-how of
technologies to be able to design world class aircraft. In the
same breath they have overstated the timelines to deliver. As
a result, most programs have been only partially successful
and have seen excessive delays. LCA is two decades behind
schedule. The second issue is the production quality control.
IAF has repeatedly pointed out production quality flaws.
Russians have often questioned HAL's production quality
standards. More recently Dassault was unwilling to take
responsibility of HAL's production quality for the Rafale. The
possible reason for high man-hours for production in HAL
could be inefficiency or blind-eye to overtime, thus adding to
employee numbers. Analysts have suggested that it is better
to have high paid experts but cut the flab and make HAL 'lean

and mean'. The third issue is the costing. HAL  has offered
Tejas Mark-1A at Rs 463 crore (USD 67.5 million) a piece
making it costlier than even the much bigger and
operationally potent Sukhoi-30MKI which HAL themselves
supply at Rs 415 crore (USD 60.5 million). Interestingly, the
Russian supplied SU-30 MKI costs Rs 330 crore (USD 48
million). IAF can ill-afford to pay so much more from its
meagre capital budget for the possible inefficiency of HAL.

What Ails HAL 
HAL is a license production house with limited design
capability and little R&D. Despite Indian successes in space
and IT, HAL has not been able to leverage the same. While
design engineers at the middle level are good with analytical
ability but the leaders are absent. The credit for HAL's HF-24
Marut good design must go entirely to the leadership of
German aeronautical engineer, Dr. Kurt Tank who headed the
project. LCA was a very ambitious program, and collaboration
with a company in the West should have been explored. It
would have greatly saved time. ALH Dhruv can be termed as
a success though there are serious slippages and had some
quality related accidents. The strength of HAL lies in
production and overhaul. Optimistic schedules given by HAL
are invariably unrealistic. Imported aircraft are cheaper
because of high man-hours taken at HAL. HAL should have
promoted private sector to set up high-tech units for building
accessories etc. For technology developed in India, the
quantities required need increase and export markets should
be explored. The growth/performance of PSUs also suffers
due to bureaucratic delays and interference. ISRO does not
suffer from bureaucratic interference as Chairman is also
Secretary of Department of Space reporting directly to the
Prime Minister.

HAL Command and Control
The government is finally poised to hand over the entire fixed
wing and engine design and production of HAL to the IAF. An
Air Marshal answerable to the Air Chief in Air HQ and through
him to the Raksha Mantri is proposed to be put in charge. IAF
had significant command and control in initial years.
Between 1958 to 1993, serving or retired IAF officers were
Chairmen/Managing Directors. A large number of IAF
officers of Wg Cdr and Gp Capt rank were General Managers
(GMs) of various HAL divisions. There have been no Ex-IAF
Chairmen or GMs ever since. This situation came about
primarily when the government set up Aeronautical
Development Agency (ADA) in 1984 to oversee the
development of the nation's LCA programme.

The Director General Quality Assurance (DGQA) which
handles Army products has always been a senior serving
Army officer. Similarly directorate of quality assurance
(Naval) is headed by naval officers. The Directorate General of
Aeronautical Quality Assurance (DGAQA) which handles
quality assurance of aviation products has never had an IAF

DEFENCE PUBLIC SECTOR: HAL
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DEFENCE PUBLIC SECTOR: HAL

officer as the head. Most major Indian shipyards are headed
by retired naval officers. In view of inordinate delays in LCA
program and quality control issues related to HAL
production, a fresh move has begun for IAF to exercise greater
control over aircraft design and production. Will such a move
be allowed to succeed by the HAL unions, or bureaucracy is
still a moot question.

ASQR Issues IAF-HAL
IAF is sometimes unfairly blamed for not encouraging
indigenous production in their hurry to acquire state-of-the-
art systems from abroad and frequently changing ASQRs.
IAF's depleted state has been reached because of unending
wait for the LCA despite IAF making nearly 135 concessions
because it was beyond the DRDO and HAL to be able to meet
them. Jointly agreed changes are made only in those  items
which reach obsolescence. Since LCA Mk1 did not meet the
IAF specifications, it was decided to have LCA Mk II which
would hopefully meet. Since Mk II would take long to
develop, the Mk 1A variant had to be evolved to fill that gap. It
clearly shows that IAF has been accommodating the
indigenous industry at each stage. IAF is directly responsible
to the nation for defence from the air and needs state of the
weapons no less in quality than the ones with its adversaries.
Pointing out deficiencies does not mean that IAF has not been
fully backing the LCA program. LCA continues to progress at
snail's pace despite firm orders.

Urgently Required Aircraft Technologies 
India has been floundering in making an aircraft jet or even a
piston engine. Our over ambitious go-it-alone approach has
not been of help. Finally, we have been forced to seek help
from French firm Safran (Snecma) to recover the Kaveri
engine earlier meant for LCA. HAL and DRDO have made
attempts to make modern airborne radars but success has
eluded and India had to fall back to Elta Israel for the interim
radar for the LCA and is scouting for a partner to make the
AESA radars in India. India is still long way to go for electro-
optical systems and helmet mounted sights, albeit some work
is already on. Similarly we need capabilities in Forward
Looking Infra-Red (FLIR) and Laser designation pods. India
should be able to make and export fly-by-wire and fly-by-light
signalling cables and equipment. India has still to master
even aircraft auto-pilots and has had to look for foreign
support.

In days of Artificial intelligence (AI) and robots, this is a
logical first step. AI is the future and India need to climb the
band-wagon quickly. Electronic Warfare (EW) system
technologies are complex and need constant evolution. India
is still working to master older technologies. There is a need to
work closely on EW hardware. There is very little work going
on in DRDO on stealth shapes or materials. In fact we seem to
have nearly given up the idea of India's fifth-generation
Advanced Multirole Combat Aircraft (AMCA) being stealthy.

The AMCA is meant to be a twin-engine, stealthy, super
manoeuvrable all weather multirole fighter with solid-state
gallium nitride AESA radar.The current first flight is already
shifted to 2032.

While China has become the largest producer of small UAS
in the world, for India UAS are still work in slow progress, with
only DRDO's Nishant UAV flying. UAS programs need a push.
India has still to succeed in making even a commuter aircraft
leave alone an IL-76 class heavy lift transport aircraft. The
mid-sized, 80-90 seat, Indian Regional Jet (IRJ) has still to take
off. Similarly the Saras small transport (20 seat) is still
struggling. It is critical to succeed in a medium transport
aircraft quickly. HAL has yet to deliver an indigenous basic
trainer aircraft after grounding of HPT-32 nearly a decade ago.
HAL has also not been able to succeed in the Intermediate Jet
Trainer (IJT).

Little is being heard about the HJT-39, CAT (Combat Air
Trainer), which was to be an Advance Jet Trainer (AJT)
announced in 2005. HAL also has plans to develop a Medium
Lift Helicopter in the 10-15 ton class. It is currently looking for
foreign partners. India even needs active research in Directed
Energy Weapons (DEW). India lacks weapon homing-head
technologies. India has little capability in anti-radiation
weapons. After success of BrahMos there is a need to become
self-sufficient on some of these. Technologies are also being
used to prolong life and ensure cheaper repairs. Low Life
Cycle Costs (LCC) will remain crucial. India has peripheral
involvement with academia in defence R&D. More serious
partnership is required for innovations of core technologies.
Paltry amounts are being spent on R&D. Bulk of the DRDO's
meagre budget of Rs 17,861 crore (USD 2.5 billion) goes to
salaries and establishment costs. More funds are required to
focus in areas of critical interest and need to be assigned to
selected teams with end-state definition. With bigger Indian
private players willing to invest in defence, new technologies
can best be developed or imported through joint-venture
route. Private sector needs some hand holding. Time for
infliction has come and the future can be bright. With Make-
in-India thrust more companies may set up shop in India.

Joint Venture Approach
Two major manufacturers Boeing and Airbus control bulk of
the civil aircraft market; there are only 5-6 jet engine
manufacturers; only three countries have reasonable access
to stealth technology. The transfer of technology (ToT)
contracts are most difficult to interpret and implement. There
have been ToT clauses in many Indian contracts but
physically nothing significant has been transferred. India has
been unable to leverage its high imports on this count. No
one wants to share ‘up-end’ technology even for money. With
limited access to technology alternative means will have to be
found. Soviet Union and China rode to aviation success by
reverse engineering Western aircraft designs. Joint-ventures
are the best interim option for India.
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Revamping HAL 
The LCA and AMCA fighters, mid-size transport aircraft, and
medium lift helicopters are critical to succeed for India to take
the next leap forward in defence production. The current
bureaucratic control over DPSUs cannot succeed. HAL needs
to have modern corporate structure and be made more
accountable. The current promote-by-seniority senior
management has to be replaced by specially selected, highly
paid, corporate leaders to put at the helm. The Engineer to
Technician ratio has to increase if R&D has to succeed. The
socialist labor policies have to be replaced to improve
productivity. DPSUs are sitting on huge land banks in prime
areas which need to be hived off or utilised for core
requirements. They must get out of non-core areas such as
housing and transportation for the staff. HAL needs greater
autonomy which will come with greater privatisation.

Way Forward
India is a huge aviation defence production market waiting to
be tapped. It will be so much better if Indian firms can take
the major share. To be a global power that is the very first step.
Till then the intention is to encourage foreign companies to
set up shop in India and make it their manufacturing base not
only for Indian market but also for exports. Several global
defence aviation majors have shown interest. In addition to
the economic benefits, indigenisation will result in increased
jobs, improved capability and the development of critical
technology, and ensure ready access to the best available

defence equipment. India will need about 200,000 skilled
people in the defence and aerospace industry in next 10 years.
Large number of qualified ex-servicemen may be trained and
employed.

There is considerable opportunity at sub-system levels in
aero structures, avionics, and actuation and control. The
government wants to reduce defence imports by at least 20%-
25% through domestic production. Indian industry is good at
small component manufacture, electronics, software, heavy
engineering, sheet metal work, high quality milling and these
needs to be harnessed. Military security is one of the key
attributes for any rising power. Economic strength and well-
being of a nation is dependent on the secure borders and
internal security. Dependence on foreign hardware has
serious security implications. Latest military technologies are
still the preserve of a few nations, and they do not part with
these. With changing geo-political situation friends could one
day change to adversaries. They could then close the tap on
critical defence spares and supplies and hold the country to
ransom. It is thus imperative for any nation to have
indigenous defence production capability. It is time that HAL
is reenergised. Time to act is now lest India misses the bus
again. 

Air Marshal Anil Chopra, PVSM, AVSM, VM, VSM is a test
pilot who commanded a Mirage 2000 Squadron and two

operational airbases. He retired as Air Officer Personnel and
has been a member of the Armed Forces Tribunal and

Executive Council of JNU.
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GLOBAL AFFAIRS EXPERT PROGRAMME

Introduction
Today’s dynamic security
environment and expeditionary
nature of air and space
operations require a cadre of the
IAF commissioned officers with
international insight, foreign
language proficiency and
cultural appreciation. These Air
warriors will give the Air Force
the required capability and
depth on international forum

and language skills to successfully sustain coalitions, pursue
regional stability and contribute to multi-national operations.
The Global Affairs Expert (GAE) programme will offer

commissioned Air Force officers exciting opportunities to
learn and fully develop these key military skills applicable to
the 21st century international security arena. Through a
competitive process, candidates, officers at the mid-career
point will be selected, assiduously developed and employed
in demanding international and politico-military
assignments as global affairs experts. These officers’ career
progression will be carefully managed so that they, while
developing a strong foundation in international affairs, will
remain viable and competitive in their primary career fields.
The expertise that will be brought by GAE officers will prove to
be a boon to Air Force expeditionary operations around the
world.

Proposal
The IAF’s Global Affairs Expert programme can be started, in
coordination with the Ministry of Defence (MoD) which can
have Armed Forces Global Affairs Expert concept introduced
and can direct each military branch to create formal
individual programmes that meet service-specific needs. The
Air Force’s programme can identify and track officers who
possess or are willing to develop the cultural and linguistic
skills for the potential to serve in GAE positions. There must
be strong commitment to deliberately create and manage a
well-trained cadre of officers with the regional expertise
needed to effectively support MoD and Air Force global
mission requirements.
There should be a directive by the MoD which requires the

three services to deliberately develop a corps of GAEs with the
in-depth international skills required to represent the MoD in
the conduct of politico-military activities and execution of
military-diplomatic missions with foreign governments and
military establishments. Consistent with the more

demanding requirements of current geo-strategic situations
and the IAF becoming global air force, the IAF officers should
be deliberately developed (selected, trained, assigned and
retained) under the new GAE Programme.

GAE Programme Concept (IAF Module)
Under the GAE Programme, officers should be competitively
selected for orientation development at mid-career (typically
at ten to twelve years of commissioned service when
everyone has done Intermediate Staff Course  (ISC) and even
staff college and receive formal training and education with
an appropriate follow-on assignments on one of two distinct
development paths. Most will do this as a Politico-Military
Expert (PME) in a well-managed, single career broadening
opportunity to gain international politico-military affairs
experience. Others will engage (at an early stage) in a more
demanding developmental opportunity as a Regional Affairs
Expert (RAE) with multiple GAE assignments designed to
create a true regional expert possessing professional language
skills. Both GAE paths are intended to be career-enhancing.

Politico-Military Expert (PME)
The PME development opportunity will be specifically geared
to give our future senior leaders valuable politico-military
education and experience through a single, well-managed
developmental assignment opportunity. PME development
should occur in conjunction with selection for Intermediate
Staff Course (ISCO), typically around the nine to twelve year
point in commissioned service. Officers designated post ISCO
for GAE development path will undertake a one-year pol-mil-
oriented programme/course to receive an international
affairs related advanced degree. This programme/course can
be conducted at one of the tri services educational institutes
like Defence Services Staff College(DSSC). PME-designates
will then be eligible to serve in   an international pol-mil
affairs assignment. Further developmental opportunities on
the PME track may be available as determined by the primary
career development team and the needs of the Air Force.

Regional Affairs Expert (RAE)
Using a dual career path concept, the RAE development
opportunity will be geared towards creating a cadre of officers
with in-depth regional expertise. RAE development should
ideally begin within the seven to twelve year commissioned
service window. Officers designated on this GAE development
path typically will complete a two-year education and
training programme, with variations due to foreign language
training requirements. These rigorous programmes include a

Wg Cdr Vikas Kalyani
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regionally-focused advanced degree (area studies,
international affairs, national security studies etc), language
studies, and in some cases, advanced language training
through in-country immersion. RAE designates then gain in-
depth international experience and professional-level
language skills by serving alternating assignments between
their primary career field and GAE.
Ideally, where possible, these assignments should be

combined such that an assignment in a primary career field-
related position occurs within the officer’s geographic area of
specialisation (for example the staff course can be conducted
in a country/region of his specialisation or he can be sent on
a deputation to that country). This allows continued
development of RAE skills while serving in the primary career
field and provides an officer with international insight and
skills to complement primary career field duties. This more
demanding, dual career track must be carefully managed to
ensure officers remain competitive and viable in both their
primary career field and GAE career paths.
Implementation of the GAE Programme should be

accomplished using a “ramp-up” programme to ease the
impact on career fields. Success of this Programme depends
on the selection of the right officers and a carefully managed
and deliberate career moulding by the primary career
development teams (Personnel branch staff and if needed, a
dedicated team can be formed). Just like other developmental
assignment opportunities, GAE development is geared to
complement primary career field development, creating
officers with essential international skills to enable
expeditionary air and space operations.
The Air Force can create these skills in our most

competitive officers and make this a highly desired
developmental path. Through well-established GAE
requirements, there is a viable career path for these officers to
grow in service. They will be the most suitable officers for
abroad missions/appointments (e.g. Air Attache or Defence
Attache). Currently, many IAF international affairs related
positions exist for officers and there is scope for generating
more. All branches of the Armed Forces can have similar
programmes which will contribute in enhancing India’s
global image as well as will help in furtherance of geo-
strategic relationships with many countries.

Key Challenges
The GAE programme being a new concept is likely to face
some practical challenges in beginning that can hinder the
progress of a project essential in future. Knowing them and
being ready can make implementation bit easier. The key
challenges are as follows:
• Lack of Deliberate Development. A viable GAE career track
does not exist.
• No Utilisation Leverage. Management priority may not be
given in the primary career field assignment prioritisation
plans to ensure that officers are available or assignable.

• Heavy Reliance on Individual Officers’ Self-obtained Skills.
Without dedicated formal training programme, the viability
and capabilities of the GAE cadre will rely heavily on the
individual officers’ own initiative in developing their
international outlook, language skills, and cultural
appreciation which will depend on his/her free time while
being in field for primary duties.
• Career Killer Perception. Because there is no viable career
track and little or no formal recognition of international skills
as a force multiplier or a critical war fighting enabler, the
decision to be an GAE will be perceived as a career-ending
move.

Conclusion
While GAE implementation will need an aggressive pace, the
full benefit of the transformation will take at least a decade or
more to achieve and by year 2029, we all know that IAF will
have achieved better expeditionary capability to conduct
global missions. Additionally, it takes several years for the
required culture change to fully take hold in any organisation.
Long term GAE programme success will depend on
continued senior leader support, emphasising this capability
as a crucial mission enabler, promoting PME or RAE as a
viable secondary career path to competitive officers, and
recognising the value of these skills on promotion boards.
Despite challenges, the goal is clear: develop professional
Airwarrior with international insight, foreign language
proficiency, and cultural understanding and appreciation.
These skills represent crucial force multipliers that will
significantly increase the effectiveness of air and space power.

Wg Cdr Vikas Kalyani is a Senior Research Fellow at India
Foundation. The views expressed are personal
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CAPT RAM SINGH THAKURI:
THE SINGING SOLDIER

While heated debates raged in the recent past on whether one
should stand up for the National Anthem or if it is a violation
of individual freedom when it is played in cinema halls,
forgotten lies the fact about the person who gave music to our
stirring anthem. While accusations fly in cyberspace about
“correct version’’ of history, one forgets to remember the
correct version behind the history of the “Jana Gana Mana.’’
Captain Ram Singh Thakuri, the musical legend of the INA
lies forgotten and his invaluable contributions to Indian
martial music a fading note.

Opening Notes
Capt Ram Singh was born on 15 August 1914, at, Khaniyara,
about 7 km from Dharamshala town in Himachal Pradesh, in
the Thakuri family who were ruling royals of Nepal until 2008.
He was motivated in his youth by his father, Havildar Dilip
Singh who had groomed him to don the uniform. After
completing school in 1922, he in 1924 joined the 1/4 Gorkha
Rifles at Dharamshala Cantonment as a recruit in the unit
band. From early childhood, he had an interest in music,
which was encouraged by his grandfather Mr. Jamni Chand
who migrated from Munakot village in Pithoragarh district,
Uttarakhand in 1890 and by his maternal grandfather, Shri
Nathu Chand.
Capt Ram Singh Thakuri did not look back and continued

to attain new horizons in the field of music. Apart from
classical and western music, he was fond of ballad, football,

sports and wrestling. He was trained by renowned British
musicians, Hadson and Danish in brass, string and dance
music. Captain Rose would teach him to master the violin.
Apart from classical and Western music, he took a liking to
ballads. While serving in the North West Frontier Province he
earned the King George VI Medal for bravery during the 1937-
39 Khyber-Phaktunwala war and was promoted as Company
Havildar Major. The flames of Second World were spreading
and his battalion was shipped overseas to Singapore. On 15
February 1942, Singapore fell and the Allied forces
surrendered to General Fujiwara. The ignominy of the British
Empire in the colony regarded as a diadem in the colonial

Colonel Joseph Purakel
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crown was shattering. After the fall of Singapore, the Japanese
forces took a large number of PoWs. As a Prisoner of War
Captain Ram Singh escaped being treated harshly due to his
musical skills. He was tasked by his captors to play the piano
in the officers club. It was during his captivity that he began to
hone his musical skills further.

The Rising Crescendo
General Fujiwara handed over 60,000 Indian Prisoners of War
to General Mohan Singh, of the 14 Punjab Regiment, who was
instrumental in the creation of the Indian National Army
(INA). On 3 July 1943 Netaji formally took command of the
INA. On 21 October 1943, it was decided to form a temporary
Government of Azad Hind at Singapore under the leadership
of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose.
A large number of Indian PsOW volunteered to join the

Indian National Army. Thakuri, who had initially not
volunteered, was sent to Japan, where he met Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose. Thakuri later joined the Indian National Army
as it was reorganised under the leadership of Bose. Subhash
Chandra Bose was instrumental in tapping the talent of
Captain Ram Singh Thakuri as a dedicated music director. On
his personal request, Thakuri composed the tunes for Kadam
Kadam Badaye Ja, the INA's marching song and now one of
the most famous patriotic songs of India and also the music
for “Saare Jahan se Accha”. He also composed the tune for
Subh Sukh Chain ke (or the Qaumi Taran as it was known), the
National Anthem adopted by Azad Hind Government. The
Rani of Jhansi Regiment marching song “Hum Bharat ki Ladki
Hai,” was also composed by Capt Ram Singh.
The Azad Hind Government felt that a national anthem

was the need of this historic movement. At the proclamation
of the provisional government of Free India, Vande Mataram
had been sung. However Muslims were not comfortable with
the expressly Hindu metaphors used in the song, and the
dislike was compounded by the fact that the book
‘Anandmath,’ in which the song was first published had a
tinge of perceived anti Muslim tenor. The leaders of the INA in
Singapore were aware of this problem and hoped that Netaji
would resolve the issue. Captain Lakshmi Sahgal, an INA
legend, forwarded the selection of Jana Gana Mana. This
song, written by Rabindranath Tagore was being sung at
sessions of the Indian National Congress. Captain Lakshmi
Sahgal arranged to have it sung at an INA Women’s Wing
meeting which Netaji attended and he was taken by the song.
He felt that it truly represented the nation but however
disliked the fact that the song was in Sanskritised Bengali and
Hindi. He then commissioned a free translation in
Hindustani. Netaji tasked Captain Ram Singh and desired
that the tune should be so powerful and inspiring that when
INA soldiers render the same it should not only stir their souls
but of the millions of Indians under the British heel to rise and
shake off the shackles of the Raj. Within a week they did and
Netaji approved. The musical score was sent to Germany and

transcribed by experts to be played by a full military
orchestra. This proved to be an unforgettable composition of
Ram Singh Thakur.
Captain Ram Singh and Captain Abid Ali Hussain

translated the poem into Hindi and Capt Ram Singh extended
the music. The approval of Netaji was sought and duly
accorded. The Jana Sukha Chaina ke Gaatha, Bharata Bhaga
Jaaga—the Quami Tarana of the INA. Thus the tune national
anthem was purely composed by Capt Ram Singh, a tune that
stirs in us a fervour transcending, class, creed, caste, religion
and regional identities and infusing the true Indian identity.
Netaji  said, “Ram Singh, the day Indian National Army takes
shape in the Cathay Building of Singapore the song Subh Sukh
Chain Ki Barkha Barse must be played. The song should have
such an indelible impact and force that the Cathay Building
should ‘break’ into two parts and the sky should become
visible. The gods and goddesses will shower flowers straight
on the Tricolor of India.” The rehearsals were done at the INA
Deedadri camp in Singapore. On October 31, 1943, the INA
came into power and the INA orchestra played the Qaumi
Tarana. The Cathay Building reverberated thunderously. It
was the martial musical weapon of the INA towards liberating
India from the British rule.
In 1944, Capt. Thakuri was decorated by Subhas Chandra

Bose with a gold medal for his contribution. Thakuri also
received a German violin and a saxophone as personal gifts
from Netaji. The gold medal was sent to Rangoon after his
departure from Singapore to Rangoon. Netaji wanted that the
gold medal should be presented to him by the Indian
Government on some historic day. But this could not happen.
Later on, General Lokanand presented this gold medal to him
at Rangoon in the presence of all INA officers on January 23,
1944. Netaji had sent a citation which was read out at the
function: "Today we are presenting the gold medal to Captain
Ram Singh for his musical creation on behalf of the supreme
command of the INA."

Anthem of an Era
After the end of the war, the INA laid down arms in Rangoon,
and Thakuri was shipped back to India with his fellow
soldiers. Imprisoned at the Kabul Lines of the Delhi
Cantonment, Thakuri was released later as most of the INA
troops were released without charge. Thakuri and members
of his orchestra band were invited to play the National
Anthem on the occasion of the Prime Minister's inaugural
address to the nation at the Red Fort. Captain Ram Singh had
an opportunity to play the National Anthem of the INA in the
presence of Mahatma Gandhi in Delhi. "We were imprisoned
at Kabul line cantonment in Delhi. About 7 p.m. we were
asked to get ready. Two or three cars stopped in front of our
barrack. The flag of Army General was fixed on the first car.
Bapuji stepped down from the General’s car. He was
accompanied by Sardar Patel. We were all in queue.
Mahatmaji said, ‘With the mercy of the British Government, I
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have got an opportunity to meet you people’. Then Gandhi
asked about the name and village of each INA soldier. General
Bhonsle of the INA made a plea to Sardar Patel that the INA
soldiers wanted to play the Qaumi Tarana. Gandhi sought
permission from the English Army General who readily gave
it”.
In 1945 the British had declared Capt. Ram Singh’s

composition “Kadam Kadam badeya jaye” as seditious, and
banned its recording at the British Gramophone Company in
Kolkata. Two weeks after Independence, on 29 August 1947
the ban was lifted. India attained Independence on August 15,
1947, and the next morning Jawaharlal Nehru unfurled the
Tricolour on the ramparts of the Red Fort and addressed the
nation. As a mark of honour, Nehru paused for two minutes
for Netaji to make his appearance and sought the permission
and blessings of the absent leader before he addressed the

nation. It was on this occasion that Capt Ram Singh was
specially invited to play the tune of Qaumi Tarana of the INA
along with the members of his orchestra group. Later the
duration of the tune was shortened with changes in the
original script. However, the musical composition was
adopted in its original form.

The Last Post
Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel suggested that Capt Ram
Singh set up an orchestra of musicians (all from the INA,
Ganesh Bahadur, Gulab Singh Thapa, Avtar Singh, Ram Saran,
Nar Bahadur Thapa) under the supervision of Col Rathuri, Col
Sahgal and Col Ahmed. It was named as “All India INA
Orchestra”. Sardar Patel gave Rs 5000/-for instruments from
Bombay and other expenses. They travelled around the
country to light up national unity through patriotic music and
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songs with full gusto. Capt  Ram Singh was a truly secular
musician who performed all kinds of music with equal
passion—Bhajans, Sufi music, Qawwalis, Gurbani, Christmas
carols and folk music, performing at any event whether it be
at Sports/ Founders day/Children’s Day at schools and
colleges.
Captain Ram Singh, along with his orchestra group, was

recruited in the Provicial Armed Constabulary band of Uttar
Pradesh in 1948, from which he retired in 1974. Upon
retirement he was accorded the honorary rank of DSP and
was awarded the title of ‘Emeritus Musician’ and Life Advisor
Music, Govt of UP. The song “Badhe Chalo Police ke Veer”
penned by  Bhagwati Prasad Verma was set to music by Ram
Singh and adopted as the official police song of the Central
para military forces. On 27 May 1971, Ms Padmaja Naidu,
Governor of West Bengal invited Capt. Ram Singh with his
musicians for an evening of patriotic songs on the death
anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru at Teen Murti Bhawan. For
the morning prayer, Ram Singh played his composition “jalta
hoon aur hasaan karta hoon” to the sacred ‘eternal
diya/flame’. In the evening Capt. Ram Singh played the two
eternal tunes of “Kadam Kadam” and “Shubh Sukh Chaina ki
Barkha barse” along with the INA officers, All India Radio
singers and National Drama Division. Col Sahib Singh Verma
(former CM of NDA Govt Delhi) invited Capt. Ram Singh in
September 1977 to play these two eternal songs in the Delhi
Assembly. At the ceremonial installation of Netaji’s Chair at
Red Fort, New Delhi on 7 July 1981, Capt  Ram Singh again
played the eternal two tunes on his violin. The Gramophone
Company of India, which brought out a special album titled,
Delhi Chalo containing Netaji's favourite songs, includes
Shubh sukh chain ki barkha barse in the same tune as Jana
Gana Mana. Capt Ram Singh composed all the songs in that
album sponsored by the Netaji Research Bureau. He has also
composed around 30 patriotic songs. His forte ranged from
Western to Indian. He also went on to provide music to late
Bimal Roy’s film ‘Sipahi ka Sapana’. He turned down offers
from Bollywood as his genre and interest was only patriotic
music. His music has been credited in Shyam Benegal’s film
“The Forgotten Hero”. Ram Singh’s recordings with
Doordarshan and All India Radio, Lucknow stands as a
monumental testimony to his extraordinary contributions.
He was honoured by the Central Government, as well as

the Governments of Uttar Pradesh and Sikkim. Captain
Thakuri's final years were difficult and controversial, for
which the Government drew much criticism. He was initially
denied the status of a freedom fighter by the government,
while the State government of Uttar Pradesh later faced
contempt proceedings for withholding the corresponding
payment although the amount in question was meagre.
Captain Ram Singh continued to cope with this neglect and
humiliation. His predicament was best spelt out by the
judgment of the Lucknow bench of Allahabad High Court.
The judgment said: “It is unfortunate and matter of concern

for this court that Captain Ram Singh who was awarded the
King George VI Medal in 1937 for the services rendered by him
in the North West Frontier during 1937 to 1939... has been
treated shabbily by the state government”. The judges further
observed: “It is really sad that Captain Ram Singh has been
denied the respect and regard which is due to him. If we
cannot do anything more for him at least we must provide
him a decent living.”
On March 22, 1996, the court directed that an honorarium

of Rs 1,000 a month should be given to him. In a contempt
petition moved by him, the court once again on May 19, 1997,
issued orders for compliance of its earlier verdict. But that too
met a similar fate as the nation proudly celebrated its 50th
year of Independence. In a conversation with Sharat Pradhan,
Captain Ram Singh spoke about dreams that have run
asunder and how independent India has wronged him. “We
had conceived an India-free from all ills — poverty, crime
violence and humiliation. Unfortunately, these ills are the
only things I have received from governments in recent years.
What could be a greater humiliation for me than to be left out
of all celebrations of the 50th year of our Independence? The
only occasion where I was formally invited was in a school. I
could not even attend that function because I was unable to
climb onto the high police truck sent to fetch me”.
A controversial court petition at one point also sought to

establish that he was not the composer of the National
Anthem. Captain Thakuri suffered an epilepsy attack in 2001,
and after suffering ill health for nearly a year, passed away on
15 April 2002 at the ripe age of 87 years. He was cremated with
State honours at Bhaisakund. However the State Government
of Uttar Pradesh was again criticised for the absence of
notable or prominent government officials save a few police
officers.
Over his long career, Captain Ram Singh earned a number

of awards. These include:
George VI Medal, 1937
• Netaji Gold Medal(Azad Hind), 1943
• Uttar Pradesh 1st Governor Gold Medal, 1956
• President Police Medal, 1972
• UP Sangeet Natak Akademi (UP Music and Drama

Academy) Award, 1979
• Sikkim Government Mitrasen Award, 1993
• The First Azad Hind Fauj Award by the West Bengal

Government in 1996
While India sang and played Kadam Kadam Badaye Jaye

and Saare Jahan se Accha everywhere including at the Beating
Retreat on the evening of Republic Day, the composer
remains unacknowledged. His letters and pleas for giving
Netaji the true place in history remained unanswered causing
much anguish to a man whose passion for India was a lifelong
obsession, the motivation for his sterling and eternal patriotic
music. The gauntlet for his quest for recognition was picked
up the Indian Gorkha community soon after his death. They
strove to spread awareness of this great Gorkha. On 15 August
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2006, the Capt Ram Singh Thakur
Memorial Football Tournament was
inaugurated in Dharamshala, the day
being his birthday and Independence
Day. Efforts of the local Gorkha and
Gaddi community laid the foundation
of this highly anticipated annual event
under Capt Bhagwan Singh Gurung
(Retd), the President of the Memorial
Association.
Except for the football tournament

started by the Gorkha community in his
name seven years ago, there is nothing
to keep Thakur's memory alive."We
want future generations to know who
he was," said Shive Raj Thapa, who is
associated with the Capt Ram Singh
Memorial Football Tournament.
Ramesh, a social activist, said Thakur
has been forgotten at the national level.
"We don't even get much funds for the
tournament. Last year, we received just
Rs 5,000, and that too with great
difficulty," he lamented. Thapa rued
that political leaders and government
officials came to the village to
inaugurate the event, but had never
done anything noteworthy in
recognition of Thakur's service to the
nation. “Thakur's contribution has
been acknowledged by states such as
Uttar Pradesh and Sikkim, but he is yet
to get a befitting honour in his home
state,” said Thapa. Another villager,
Naveen, said they had submitted
countless memoranda to the
administration and local leaders for
building a memorial in Thakur's name,
but to no avail. "We have been
demanding that the Dharamshala-
Khaniyara road should be named after
him or a memorial be raised in his
honour," Naveen added. "A postage
stamp should be released in Singh's
name," said Mastana, another villager. 
From 15 to 25 April 2010,

Dharamshala’s Kangra Museum of Art
held the first ever Exhibition on the
History and Culture of Himachal
Gorkhas, Language and Culture
Department, Himachal Pradesh. A
resounding success, the exhibition
received top media coverage, visited by
members of the Government and most

of all, Indian Gorkhas from Darjeeling
Hills and Dehradun. Panels displaying
Capt Ram Singh Thakuri’s
achievements received attention and
created an unprecedented awareness
all over. The Gorkha people of
Darjeeling Hills erected a statue of him
at Sukna with the road named after
him. In 2017, at Khaniara village,
Dharamshala from where Ram Singh
hailed, the government named a senior
school (Captain Ram Singh Education
Academy Senior High School), and a
road and Bhavan in his name. The
Captain Ram Singh Degree College at
Firozabad also bears mute testimony to
this musical genius.Capt Ram Singh
Thakuri Adarsh Gram is a township
nestled near Salugara, Siliguri.  
The profile of Capt Ram Singh was

compiled by eminent Gorkha history
writer Ms Jyoti Thapa Mani, who
meticulously curated his profile over
the past 12 years, and used it to
nominate him for Padma Vibhushan in
2018. The initiative was undertaken by
Shri Ravinder Rana, President of the
Himachal Punjab Gorkha Association,
and Gorkha community including Capt.
Bhagwan Singh Gurung, Shri Naveen
Gurung, Shri Anil Gurung, Shivraj
Thapa of Khaniara Village,
Dharamshala. This year, the prestigious
Padma Awards Committee has received
15,700 nominations. The government
has laid stress on honouring the
country’s Unsung Heroes, a great
initiative of the Modi Government. His
recognition will also serve as a tribute to
the Gorkhas of the INA for their part in
India’s Freedom Struggle.
I had the unique honour to interact

personally with Captain Ram Singh at
his home in Lucknow in 2001. I was
drawn to his existence by an article in
the Eastern Panorama of January 2001.
Even at an age of 84, bed ridden Capt
Ram Singh was quite hale and hearty
and full of enthusiasm. A humble, soft-
spoken and unassuming personality he
sang with a gusto the songs he had
composed as music director of the INA
orchestra."Kadam se kadam Badaye Ja,
Khushi Ke Geet Gaye Ja, Ye Zindgi Hai

Qaum Kee, Ise Qaum Pe Lutaye Ja" one
of his superhit musical melodies. He
gave me copies of his recordings,
official correspondence and his
autographed photo of Netaji. His songs
were a great source of inspiration for
the INA soldiers who were fighting hard
to liberate India from the British yoke.
But Captain Ram Singh will always be
remembered for his composition of
Jana Gana Mana, the original script of
which was a little different. It was Sukh
Chain Kee Barkha Barse, Bharat Bagiya
Hai Jaga. The song based on a poem by
Rabindranath Tagore and was
translated into Hindi by Abid Ali; the
present National Anthem composed by
Captain Ram Singh as Qaumi Tarana of
the INA at Singapore in 1943.
Very few are born to leave an impact

to bind a nation with music for eternity.
Late Capt Ram Singh Thakuri was one
of those God gifted heroes whom India
was fortunate to have in the right era.
No one ever imagined that one day over
one billion Indians would remain
united with his music of Jana Gana
Mana, Kadam Kadam Badeya jaye and
Sare Jahan Se Achha. While music
directors composers, musicians, singers
and lyricists of Bollywood, Kollywood
and Mollywood continue to reap fame,
money, awards, rewards, public acclaim
and adulation for  their works; Captain
Ram Singh, doyen of our martial
musical history, sadly remains but a
footnote or end note in the score of our
history.
As I felt the violin strings gifted by

Netaji to the Singing Soldier,17 years
ago, I still today feel the stirrings, pangs
and sacrifices of the INA generation
who volunteered to shed their tears,
blood and lives for the freedom of the
Mother Land. Their tunes may fade
away but their notes live on.

Colonel Joe Purakel is a veteran of
the Regiment of Artillery. An alumnus

of OTA and DSSC he is leading a retired
life devoted to writing and gardening.
This article is dedicated by the author
to the forgotten INA veterans past and

present.
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Two new artillery guns were inducted into
the Indian Army on 9 November 2018,
marking the first new acquisition since
the Bofors were acquired more than three
decades ago. Speaking on the occasion at
Deolali, Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said, "It is after 30 years that
we are procuring such guns. Under the
new government since 2014,
procurement of Army equipment has
been expedited. Under the PM's
guidance, negotiations were started and
within four years we inducted these guns
and many more will be inducted in the
future."

M 777
The 155 mm/39 calibre M777 A-2 ultra-
light howitzers (ULH), is manufactured
by BAE systems and has a maximum
range of 30 km. A total of 145 guns are
being procured by India as part of a G-to-
G deal between the Indian and US
governments signed earlier this year.
While 25 guns will come in a fly-away
condition, the rest will be assembled in
India by the BAE Systems in partnership
with Mahindra Defence. The munitions
for the guns will be manufactured in
India.
Nik Khanna, managing director India,

BAE Systems said, “With the M777
program, BAE Systems has made the first
step of our substantive Make-in-India
commitment, which includes our pledge
to develop a network of Indian suppliers
for our global supply chain and deepen
our relationship with industry in India”.
The Mahindra team finalised these

weapons by replicating the proven
manufacturing processes to the highest
of quality specifications, including
modifications specifically tailored for the
Indian Artillery, such as a unique
camouflage paint scheme. A total of seven
regiments of artillery will be equipped
with the M 777 with the first regiment
being equipped by October 2018.

K9 Vajra
The K9 Vajra -T 155mm/ 52 Cal. Tracked

Self-Propelled Howitzer is a variant of K9
Thunder which is in use in many armies
including the Korean Army. A total of 100
K9 Vajra will be inducted at a cost of Rs
4,366 crore, the process being completed
by  November 2020. As per a defence
ministry spokesperson, the first batch of
10 guns will be delivered in November
2018. These will be manufactured in
South Korea. The remaining guns will be
manufactured in India by L&T's Strategic
Systems Complex in Talegaon near Pune,
with South Korea's Hanwha Tech Win
(HTW). L&T is also constructing a

production line for K9 VAJRA-T at Hazira
in Gujarat. 40 guns will be delivered by
November 2019 and the remaining 50
guns by November 2020. The first
regiment equipped with the Vajra will be
completed by July 2019. The guns will
have over 50 per cent indigenous
components.
The K9 Vajra-T, with a range of 28-38

km, is capable of burst firing three rounds
in 30 seconds, intense firing of 15 rounds
in three minutes and sustained firing of
60 rounds in 60 minutes. It is a variant of
the South Korean K9 Thunder.

ARMY INDUCTS K9 VAJRA AND M777 HOWITZER
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In order to promote
and enthuse
participation of the
sharpest technical
minds and untapped
innovative potential in
emerging new
t e c h n o l o g i c a l
domains, today IAF is
launching a
competition to
develop and design
drones to operate as a
swarm and convey
relief material to
stranded citizens in a
disaster hit region.

This competition is named the “Mehar Baba Prize”
competition, in honour of one of IAF’s highly decorated officer
in World War II, Air Cmde (Baba) Mehar Singh, DSO, MVC.

The competition is thrown open to all Indian citizens,
academic institutions and entities. IAF would give Rs 10 lakh
prize to the winner, Rs 10 crore to each selected team towards

development, followed by a sizeable co-production order of Rs
100 crore. Further details are available on the website of the IAF.
Hopefully, this should see great participation and lead towards
innovative solutions.

MEHAR BABA PRIZE COMPETITION FOR UAS SWARM

The Indian Air Force is sponsoring the development and
use of bio-jet fuel with Indian Institute of Petroleum
(CSIR), Dehradun for use in its aircraft. The developed
technology is undergoing certification trials with HAL,
3BRD, DGAQA and Centre for Military Airworthiness and
Certification (CEMILAC). The use of bio fuel would not
just reduce the import bill, it would also augment the
farmers income by ensuring guaranteed off-take of the
non-edible oil seeds produce. IAF intends to fly an An-32
on bio-jet fuel blended ATF on 26 January 2019 in a
phased manner. This will also position India as the hub
for bio-jet fuel catering to international flight
operations.

The IAF is spearheading an effort to expand the
footprint of bio-jet fuel production plants in the country.
In this effort, cooperation with Ministries of Petroleum &
Natural Gas, Agriculture, Rural Development, Tribal
Affairs and Departments of Atomic Energy and Science
and Technology would be completely indigenous and
this thrust would result in creating more than five lakh
jobs in the next three years. It would result in
reenergising the circular rural economy.

Bio Jet Fuel
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To cater to increased Chinese naval
activity in the Indian Ocean, the
Government of India has approved an
expansion and upgrade plan for the
Navy. Over the next ten years, the Navy
is set to acquire 56 new ships, to include
submarines, mine sweepers and fleet
ships. Some of these will be
replacements for the ships presently
held by the Indian Navy while the rest
will be an addition to the naval fleet. The
above is in addition to the 32 ships and
submarines under construction or
under contract to be built in private and
public shipyards in India. Of the 56 new
ships, there are six submarines that are
being contracted.  These are in addition
to the Kalvari-class submarines that are
being built by Mazagon Dock Limited
(MDL), in collaboration with French
company DCNS. Kalvari is the Indian
Navy's first indigenous Scorpene-class
stealth submarine, the first of which is
undergoing sea trials. Six of these
submarines are being built under the
much-delayed Project 75.

The expansion of naval power is but a
natural fallout to the fact that the Indian
Navy is being increasingly seen as being
a net security provider in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR). Speaking on the
eve of Naval Day, the CNS, Admiral Sunil
Lamba said the attention of the entire
world is focused on the IOR and that
India is committed to keeping the area
clean of all traditional and non-
traditional threats in the Indian Ocean.
The navy has envisioned a fleet

strength of 200 ships by 2050 from its
present strength of 132 vessels. To
augment its Frigates fleet, the MoD
signed a USD 950 million deal with
Russia to purchase two Admiral
Grigorovich frigates which will be built
in Russia’s Baltic Coast Yantar Shipyard,
as reported by Janes on October 29. An
additional two ships will  be built in Goa
Shipyard for which negotiations over
price and transfer of technology are
being carried out. As per India’s MoD,
the deal includes transfer of technology
and the frigates will be outfitted with the

BrahMos supersonic cruise missile
system. These frigates are armed with A-
190 100mm artillery guns, strike missile
and air defence systems, including
Kalibr and Shtil complexes and torpedo
tubes. They can perform against surface
ships and submarines as well as air
targets and will likely be delivered in
2016.
The plans for acquisition include the

construction of a third aircraft carrier,
now on paper called the Indigenous
Aircraft Carrier II (IAC II). The proposal
for IAC II has been sent to the
government and is envisaged to be a
65,000-tonne carrier. Among the types
of ships that the Indian Navy urgently
needs are Mine Counter-Measure
Vessels (MCMVs), the last of which is to
be decommissioned within months.
Such vessels are tasked to clear entry
and exit routes to ports of potential
sabotage by adversaries. Now what
remains to be seen is whether the Indian
defence establishment can stick to the
above timelines.

INDIAN NAVY: EXPANSION PLANS

DEFENCE NEWS
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Pakistan’s 24 years overdue offer of
the Kartarpur corridor, closely
following a series of events, spread
not only over the Kashmir Valley, but
Punjab and the NorthEast, yet again
expose this rogue state’s duplicity.
While India decided to make a
corridor on the Indian side till the
Indo-Pak International Boundary to
join Pakistan’s corridor leading to
Kartarpur Saheb Gurudwara, in
deference to the faith and hopes of
millions of its Sikhs and other

citizens following Sikhism, it firmly turned down Pakistan’s yet
another overture for “peace talks”.
First, the corridor offer was timed with the completion of 10

years of the heinous 26 November 2008 terrorist attack on
Mumbai by the Lashkar e Taiyyaba (LeT), whose leaders were
proved to have planned, organised and directed it with active
support by Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) and who, instead of
being proceeded against legally, have not only been protected
but even elevated by the Pakistan government to allow them to
contest elections. Further, irresponsible statements like the one
by Pakistan’s foreign minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi-“Imran’s
googly stumped India”-with reference to Indian Ministers who
went to Kartarpur Saheb, only strengthen India’s resolve to spurn
Pakistan’s call for talks.
Compulsions behind Pakistan’s offer are its terror proxies

being hit very hard in J&K, denial by the US to continue its
monetary dole and its global image being the lowest ever. By
making much of its purported desire for peace talks, even while
actively continuing its anti-India terrorist operations, the
Pakistani leadership thinks it will fool the world and get brownie
points. 
The elimination of over 230 terrorists in Kashmir Valley in

2018 till November, including nine out of
twelve “commanders” of terrorist
groups, leaving only three commanders
and 250 terrorists still at large has caused
enough frustration to the
organisers/directors of terrorist
operations in Pakistan and their minions
in Kashmir Valley, S.A.S. Geelani & Co.
Hence comes Pak army’s attempt to
onthe one hand, try for peace talks and
on the other, vent their frustration, target
Kashmiris serving in Indian Army and
J&K Police.
Out of the top terrorist

“commanders” eliminated by the Army in Budgam, was Naveed
Jatt of the LeT, who had murdered senior and highly regarded
journalist Shujhat Bukhari and many other innocent civilians
who were soft targets. Two more were Dr. Manan Wani and Altaf
Kachroo.
The latest of many Kashmiri victims of the terrorists’ and Pak

army’s frustration, was Lance Naik Nazir Ahmed Wani, twice
awarded the Sena Medal for outstanding bravery. Born in Gund
Ashmuji, Kulgam, Lance Naik Wani, was an erstwhile terrorist,
who, realising the futility of terrorism, shunned violence and
began assisting the Army in anti-terrorist operations in the
Valley. His indomitable courage and invaluable knowledge of the
countryside and terrorist outfits, contributed to many successful
operations. In January 2004, based on the recommendations of
the Army formation commander, he was enrolled into the
Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry’s 162 Battalion of Territorial
Army and was serving in Rashtriya Rifles. Survived by his wife
and two sons, his funeral was attended by over 500 local people.
Reverses in the Valley have further driven the ISI to renew its

operations in Punjab and the Northeast. While much has been
reported on the recent and earlier Pakistani terrorist attacks in
Punjab, in the Northeast, ISI’s old tool, the United Liberation
Front of Asom (ULFA) got revitalised by it. ULFA (I) under Paresh
Barua has been active recently with its signature kidnappings
and killings. In October 2018, at least three senior tea gardens
staffers were abducted by ULFA from Assam’s Charaideo and
Tinsukia districts in Assam and Namsai district of Arunachal
Pradesh. In early November 2018, five persons were shot dead by
suspected ULFA(I) militants in Tinsukia district. Barua, in a
recent interview to a weekly stated that he was getting
“international” assistance and then mentioned that Pakistan has
good “international connections”. ISI’s connections with ULFA
go back to the early 1990s, ULFA arranged for ISI to enter India’s
Northeast and establish contacts with Naga and Meitei
insurgent-turned terrorist groups.

KARTARPUR CORRIDOR
Lt Col Anil Bhat
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VETERANS ALERT

INFORMATION FOR VETERANS

Revision of pension of pre-2016 pensioners/family
pensioners in implementation of Govt. decision on the
recommendations of the 7th Central Pay Commission
concordance tables
Revision of pension/family pension of all Armed Forces
Personnel who retired/died prior to 01.01.2016 under first
formulation was to be revised by notionally fixing their pay in
the pay matrix recommended by the 7thCPC in the level
corresponding to the pay in the pay scale/pay band and grade
pay at which they retired/died. This was to be done by
notional pay fixation under each intervening pay commission
based on the formula for revision of pay. The revised rates of
Military Service Pay, Non Practising Allowance, where
applicable, and 'X' Group pay & Classification Allowance for
JCOs/OR, if applicable, notified in terms of
7thCPC orders, also to be added to the amount
of pay notionally arrived at under the 7thCPC
pay matrix and termed as notional reckonable
emoluments as on 01.01.2016. The higher of
the two Formulations i.e. the pension/family
pension already revised in accordance with
Gol, MoD letter No. 17(01)/2016-D(Pen/Pol)
dated 29th October 2016 and modified vide
letter No. 17(01)/2017 (01)/D(Pen/Policy)
dated 04.09.2017 or the revised
pension/family pension worked out in
accordance with Para 5 above, shall be granted
to pre-2016 Armed Force Pensioners as revised
Pension/Family Pension w.e.f. 01.01.2016.

Record Offices will prefer/forward the claims for revision of
pension in respect of Pre-1.1.2016 pensioners/family
pensioners in accordance with the instructions given in
PCDA (Pen) Allahabad Circular No. 585 dated 21.09.2017 by
using this concordance table for fixing the notional pay of the
pensioner. However, it is informed that the LPC-cum-Data
Sheet circulated in Circular No. 585 dated 21.09.2017 is under
modification along with amendment in the software
program. A utility program in this regard is also under
development. The same, along with detailed instructions will
follow shortly. PCDA (Pen) Allahabad circular No. 608 dated
26 Oct 2018 refers.

Revision of pension of pre-01.01.2016 pensioners/family
pensioners in implementation of Govt. decision on the
recommendations of the 7th Central Pay Commission on
notional pay fixation

Consequent upon issuance of the concordance table vide
GoI, MoD letter No. 17(1)/2017(02)/D(Pension/Policy) dated
17.10.2018, revision of pension under notional pay fixation
method is to be carried out by  the PSAs concerned by issuing
Corr. PPO. To enable PSAs to implement the GOI, MOD letter
dated 5.09.2017 para-18 clearly specifies that it shall be the
responsibility of the concerned Record Offices and attached
Pay Account Offices in case of JCOs/OR of the three Services
and PCDA(O) Pune/AFCAO New Delhi/Naval Pay Office,
Mumbai in case of Commissioned Officers of Army/Air
Force/Navy to initiate cases for revision of pension/family
pension of Pre-01-012016 pensioners/family pensioners with
effect from 01.01.2016 in accordance with these orders for
issue of revised Pension Payment Order (PPO) for every

pensioner/family pensioner. The Pension
Sanctioning Authority would impress upon
the concerned Record Offices/PCDA (O)
Pune/ AFCAO New Delhi/Naval Pay Office,
Mumbai for fixation of pay on notional basis
based on extant orders and will issue revised
Pension Payment Authority at the earliest.

To carry out revision through normal
conventional method of calling for LPC-CUM-
Data Sheet from RO with vetting of Pay details
by PAO concerned may be a herculean task
and would be time consuming. Therefore, it
has been proposed to carry out suo-moto

revision subject to the approval of Ministry of Defence,
wherever feasible based on PDA details and pay details (and
other info like Rank Group, QS) wherever available in master
data base and based on notional Pay fixation as per
Concordance table for 7th CPC issued vide GOI. MOD letter
dated 17/10/2018. Initiation for remaining cases where suo-
moto is not feasible, in such cases claims/inputs will be
required from concerned RO/PAO to authenticate the
pensioner details. To carryout effective, paperless and speedy
revision, a utility software has been developed by PCDA (P)
office to be hosted on CGDA WAN to make available all the
data of Pre-2016 JCOs/OR pensioners/family pensioners for
access, modification, initiation (if not found available in
database of PCDA(P) on search) and for fixation of 7th CPC
pay details by respective RO/PAO in line with MOD letter
dated 05/09/2017 (Para 18). Due care has been taken to
account for all the cases of live pensioners however still if any
case is missing, the same may be floated through this utility
by RO/PAO and forwarded online through utility.

Hony Capt Baldev Singh
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BOOK REVIEW

‘Ignorance of facts is a curse
that Nations and its people
will pay for heavily in terms
of security, strategy and
overall handling of
situations’ says the author
pithily and through this
book, he has tried to clear

the all-pervasive ignorance about Gilgit-
Baltistan, the most significant part of Pakistan
occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK). 
The book provides archeological and

documentary proof of the ancient cultural and
historical linkages of the region with the rest of
India and in so doing, transports the reader to
the era of ancient trade routes when the region
was the centre of a thriving Bharat.
Archeological monuments establish firmly the
Hindu and Buddhist past of Gilgit-Baltistan,
which prompts the question: Why has this not
being taught in schools and colleges in India?
The Chapters on Geography and the Ethnic

Inhabitants are fascinating full of in-depth
research that shows in great detail the unique
geographical features and the fascinating tribes
of this region.  Ethnic and linguistic diversities of
the inhabitants open our eyes to all that India
has lost by the occupation of Gilgit-Baltistan by
Pakistan. Cultural and genetic links of various
tribes to Ladakh and other regions of Jammu
and Kashmir have painstakingly been
established and make for interesting reading.
Events leading up to Independence,

subsequent invasion by Pakistan army under the
guise of tribal raid, accession of J&K to India and
the occupation of Gilgit-Baltistan by Pakistan,
have been explained, backed up by deep
research and legal documents. The chapter on
Jammu & Kashmir’s accession to India is very
succinctly written and should be in school text
books and college reference books. This will put
to rest, numerous fake narratives that are being
peddled by motivated groups.
Gilgit Baltistan has been under Pakistani

Control for over seven decades. The state of its
residents, who are constitutionally Indian’
citizens is extremely distressing. The book
explains and contextualises the extreme Human

Rights violations perpetuated by the Pakistani
State. The impact of Karakoram Highway on the
deteriorating condition of the ethnic inhabitants
has been explained well, as also the impact of
the upcoming China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).
The ‘hapless’ citizens of Gilgit-Baltistan have

been deprived of basic rights and have no say in
their own governance. The removal of State
Subject Rule, which had been promulgated by
Maharaja Hari Singh to maintain the unique
character of the State, has led to huge migration
of outsiders to the region threatening the unique
demographic composition of this remote region.
Archaic, British era Frontier Crimes Regulation
(FCR), that prescribed collective punishments
and mandated every resident to report to the
local police station monthly and restricted free
movement was retained in Gilgit-Baltistan.
The author also delves deep into the reasons

for the present state of sectarian violence. The
attempts by President Zia ul Haq to introduce
Sunni Deobandi Islam in a region inhabited
predominantly by Shia Muslims, have been
enumerated and its impact on the social,
cultural and political paradigm is assessed and
analysed. A well researched and referenced
book, it has a number of colour photographs,
which add value and also highlight the
enormous scenic beauty and pre-Islamic legacy
of this exotic region. Maps supplement the
information content of the book which is a
treasure trove for researchers and human rights
students with large number of pages dedicated
to references and Appendices including the gem
like the petition of Gilgit Scouts to the erstwhile
Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir. However, to a
casual reader some of these huge appendices
may seem to be a drag.
This region has been a blind spot in our

National discourse for decades until PM Modi
mentioned the region in his 15 August 2015 The
book will add value to libraries and is a good
reference material for countering international
lies on Gilgit-Baltistan.

Ms Nidhi Bahuguna is a social media activist
and freelance writer focussing mainly on

geopolit-ics and Kashmir
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Residing in
Vadodara, when
we realised that
the Southernmost
city of the ancient
Indus Valley
civilisation is
almost in our
backyard, we

immediately set off to visit it. The roads
were fantastic and GPRS led us right up
to the humble board welcoming us.

Excavated by Prof. S.R. Rao
(Archeological Survey of India, ASI),
from 1955-62, Lothal is home to the
remains of an ancient civilisation that
once thrived here. An informative and
well stocked Museum situated nearby
gives detailed insight to the exceptional
knowledge and skill that existed in
those times. The site today is an
expanse of brown as not much can grow
on the saline lands. Other than the few
local trees and shrubs, the only other bit
of greenery were the plants installed by
ASI in individual containers.

The first thing that one notices is an
oblong basin, which once used to be a
dockyard. It is believed to be the world’s
earliest known dockyard and was in use
as recently as 1850.It was built after the
river flow tides of the region were
studied in detail by engineers of the
time. There were provisions for both
escape of excess water and to maintain
a minimum column of water, so that
ships could pass at all times. The
precious wares offloaded from the ships
were stored in large warehouses wisely
constructed on higher grounds, to
protect them from floods that the
region was menacingly prone to. They
were constructed close to the

commercial hub, the acropolis, from
where they were supervised. There is
evidence of trade between Lothal and
the region which is now called West
Asia.

The baths were waterproof and the
drainage at par with modern designs.
The site is a wonderful example of
community living as demonstrated by
the master kitchen where food was
made for everyone and they all ate
together. The main well deserves
mention for its intelligently designed
radial bricks, which when aligned
together, formed the circular outline of
the well. It is now covered with a metal
mesh to prevent garbage falling in.
However, one finds a few coins lying at
its bottom, perhaps some visitors
mistakenly believing it to be a wishing
well!

It is fascinating to observe the
remains of a kiln where the bead factory
used to be. Not far from it lie the

remains of the market place where
trade would take place. The market
certainly must have been an exciting
place to be in, with a host of gorgeous
wares to see and buy. The museum has
specimens of most of the artefacts
created or traded here. Beads so small
and fine that they look like grains of
sand unless looked at through a
magnifying glass; jewellery made of
terracotta, copper, stone, semi precious
materials; massive collection of realistic
seals, many of them depicting animals
and religious symbols of the time;
various objects of daily use in copper
and bronze; magnificent painted clay
pottery which has somehow survived to
this day, and innumerable toys. Also
noteworthy are the precise weights and
measures and the instruments of
measurement, catering to minuscule
weights, heavy weights and measuring
length as well. The metallurgy and art
were highly advanced as evidenced by
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the gold ornaments, shell instruments,
exceptionally high grade copper, tools,
vessels and musical instruments. For
me, the most fascinating artefact was
the miniature jar painting of ‘The
Thirsty Crow’. Evidently, that famous
story appears to be of Indian origin!

The people of Lothal worshipped the
Fire God and conducted religious
ceremonies around fire. They buried
their dead. The most fascinating is the
twin burial (on display at the museum)
where two people are buried together!
They braved numerous floods and
storms throughout its time and as
Lothal prospered, it grew in size too. It
possibly caved in to one of the stronger
floods that hit it, leaving behind only
the foundations and lower walls made
from fire dried bricks; washing away
forever, the rest of the structures
perhaps made from sun-dried bricks.

While efforts are on to preserve the
architectural site, prolonged exposure

to rain and sun are damaging it each
year. The preservation so far is good and
the museum lovely, but a lot more will
be needed to protect it from the natural
elements, which have led to its
annihilation already once before.

Aarti Pathak is a mother of two
young children and resides in

Vadodara, Gujarat. A prolific writer she
is presently, C.E.O. and Editor at

Bonobology.com. She blogs at https:/  /
sparrowtimes.wordpress.com 
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Sabudana usually comes to my diet
twice a year during the Navratri festival
time. My understanding of fasting has
become gradually more clear with my
own experience of fasting twice a year
for the Navratri prayers known
commonly as Vasant Navratri and
Sharad Navratri.

Through observing a diet free of
grains and pulses and relying on nut
milk and yogurt, fruits, nuts and a
limited number of vegetables like
potatoes, pumpkin and of course
sabudana we can completely overhaul
our inner mechanism by giving our
organs a much needed rest and cleanse.
The organs are rested as the stomach is
not stuffed with food that takes longer
to digest. The cleansing happens
naturally with more intake of fresh
fruits and salads. That feeling  of being
bloated and heavy completely
disappears when one fasts for nine
days. A healthy, supple and light body
also helps in prayers or meditation as
the body remains comfortable and is at
ease for longer periods.

In my experience, starting the day
with banana shake each day with two
bananas and almond milk energises me
and prepares me for the days fast. My
favourite part of the fast is the
sabudana meal, which I take daily as an
evening meal — a simple meal that I
make with peanuts and potatoes — just
enough to keep me from feeling
undernourished yet enough to give me

energy to get through my daily chores.
Also, I do not like to sleep with an empty
stomach so this meal is just right for
me. Here is the recipe. Do try this out
with some yogurt or salads.

Ingredients:
� Sabudana: 1 cup
� Peanuts: about a handful
� Boiled potato: 1-2 
� Chaat masala: 1-2 tea spoon 
� Jeera powder: 1 tea spoon
� Rai (Mustard seeds): 1 tea spoon
� Jeera (cumin seeds): 1 tea spoon

Recipe:
Soak the sabudana for 2-3 hours in
water. When the sabudana has fluffed
up completely and is soft, drain out the
water and then rinsea few times with
clean water till the water runs clean.
Now place in a strainer for a couple of
hours, to drain out the remaining water. 

Heat oil in a non stick pan. Add the
rai followed by jeera. Add the peanuts
when they start to splutter. Let them
crackle and roast well, then add boiled
potato broken roughly into small
chunks. You may of course cut them
into smaller pieces with a knife if you
like. Let the potato cook for a few

minutes till it starts to brown slightly.
Add some salt at this stage so that the
potatoes get some seasoning. Now add
the sabudana, reduce the heat and mix
well. If you dried your sabudana well, it
will not form into clumps, but will
remain as separate pearls. Add some
more salt to season the sabudana, then
add jeera powder and also some chaat
masala (this is of course optional). A
little bit of tangy taste in the sabudana
is a nice change. Cover and cook the
sabudana till it becomes opaque. You
may be following some dietary
restrictions if you are fasting but if you
are making this as a general snack or
meal then do experiment with other
ingredients too. When the sabudana is
completely opaque and is looking fluffy
and soft you can remove it from the
heat. Garnish with coriander and serve
while still warm. Do try this humble and
simple sabudana dish. On this
occasion, I made mine and had it with a
banana shake.

Ms Aditi Pathak Is based in
Singapore. Widely travelled and from a
Services background, cooking is one of

her many passions.

SABUDANA: SIMPLE AND WHOLESOME
Aditi Pathak
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T
he Indian Ocean has recently begun to attract considerable strategic
interest and thus great power rivalry, with India being drawn into some of
the major initiatives led by the US as part of its new geo-strategic focus on
the Indo-Pacific region, as against its earlier insistence on looking at the

Indian and Pacific oceans as two separate military theatres. In fact, at the recent
APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation) summit in Papua New Guinea, America’s
Vice President used ‘Indo-Pacific’ twenty times while not using ‘Asia-Pacific’ even
once! Clearly, America has now decided to confront China’s agenda in these vast
oceans and the territories that fall in it. And Japan and India as its closest partners,
the Indian Prime Minister having put out five areas of focus—connectivity,
sustainable development, maritime security, disaster relief and freedom of
navigation—some of which are clearly a challenge to China’s aggressive actions in
the region.

India’s establishment, though somewhat belatedly, has begun to veer towards a
more focused approach to IOR (Indian Ocean Region). A comprehensive collection
of ideas on how India can redefine its role in this immensely important theatre, has
been put together by Ambassador Yogendra Kumar, from contributions to a seminar,
following Prime Minister Modi outlining his SAGAR initiative, that evoked
considerable international interest, titled: “Whither Indian Ocean Maritime Order?”
(published by Knowledge World, New Delhi). A range of diplomatic, naval and
maritime experts have provided several informed assessments of what could be a
viable architecture for the region, and how India’s role within which, could be
central. As India grows in influence and stature in the region, India arouses
expectations from littoral sates and major powers, says Ambassador Kumar.

The Indian Ocean’s sea lanes form some of the world’s most important trade and
energy arteries, carrying one-third of the world’s bulk cargo and two-thirds of oil
shipments. It is also a region with a very rich resource base, having 17% of global oil
reserves, 28% of proven natural gas reserves, 35% of global iron production and 28%
of global fish capture. To that extent, the ‘Sagarmala project’ a plan to modernise
India’s ports which are vital to both trade and economic growth, has been in the
works for some years. It envisages massive infrastructure spending and entails about
a USD 100 billion investments to upgrade major ports, set up new ports and
development of 14 CEZs, with connectivity from India’s hinterland to boost import,
exports and employment.However, the region’s economic potential has also
generated strategic risks, with China for instance openly laying claims on the waters
and territories in the South China sea, adding to the feeling of vulnerability of the
smaller states without sufficient military power to counter the Chinese.

Currently, India enjoys a naval edge over China, but that won’t be forever. It needs
assets beyond what it has, with some experts arguing that the Navy could in fact
emerge as the premier component of India’s armed forces over the next decade. The
question however is, can India define its new maritime agenda, without getting
sucked into the vortex of great power contests? More so, as the strategic distrust
between even the otherwise friendly countries, is still high, as they could have
competing interests in the region. And for India, it is not just China that poses a
challenge, despite its naval bases in the region, referred to as a string of pearls, but
Pakistan too, as Beijing is doing all it can to prop up that countries naval capacities.

Add to that, the possibility of a disruptive West Asian conflict that could have
several military, economic, and humanitarian implications for India (with large
Indian diasporas in the Gulf). Have we begun to address these issues with the
seriousness they deserve? To find out more about these extremely important issues,
those interested would do well, to read the collection of views and analysis, on the
Indian Ocean, that Ambassador Kumar has compiled.

For more details on Maroof Raza, visit:  https:/ / www.maroofraza.com.

THE INDIAN
OCEAN: TIME
FOR A NEW
MARITIME
ORDER

Maroof Raza
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TOGETHER. 
BUILDING THE FUTURE.

boeing.co.in

Boeing is proud of its longstanding partnership with India. A partnership India can depend upon to 

meet its developing requirements, from surveillance, strike and mobility platforms to C4ISR, unmanned 

systems and support services. The most advanced systems and technologies providing the greatest 

value for India today and tomorrow.
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