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The recent spate in terrorist violence in J&K, 
along with civil protests and stone pelters 
targeting the Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF) gives an image of the situation in 
the Valley spiralling out of control. Certain 
pronouncements by political leaders from the 
opposition parties were grist to the mill for such 
perceptions gaining ground, such as former 
Union Home Minister P. Chidambaram’s 
article (The Hindu, February 25) where he 
speaks of “…a sinking feeling that Kashmir 
was nearly lost for India”. Writing in the Indian 
Express, Chidambaram also expresses the 
view that the path taken by the government 
was perilous and asks for course reversal, 
seeking not a muscular policy but engagement 
with stakeholders. Mani Shankar Iyer’s policy 
option was for the three principal parties of 
the Valley to jointly work out a strategy. Such 
thinking by the principal opposition, borders 
on the farcical, but in a sense exemplifies why 
we are no closer to a solution today than in 
earlier times.
    Despite all the brouhaha made out about 
the deteriorating situation in the Valley, the  
facts speak otherwise. Casualties suffered by 
the security forces in the first four months of 
2017 are way lower than those suffered during 
the period 2002-2010 and are at par with the 
casualties suffered during the period 2011-
2016. What is different about the present 
situation is that for the first time, a BJP Govt 
is at power in the state, albeit in coalition with 
the PDP—a party with a different ideological 
orientation. Both the National Conference and 
the Congress find themselves marginalised in 
the affairs of the state and so seek to hype each 
and every occurrence in a bid to come back 
to power. The comments by Aiyar, seeking to 
make the Congress a stakeholder in working 
out a joint strategy, were in that sense, a quest 
to achieve relevance in the politics of the state.
    The situation though serious, is nowhere as 
alarming as it is made out to be. Conflict in the 
Valley is mutating, with the terrorists exploiting 

the media, especially the social media and also 
using to great effect, modern communication 
means like the internet and mobile phones to 
shape opinions and perceptions. This, along 
with virulent preaching by Mullahs, has led to 
society being radicalised to a very large extent. 
The Army and the government have been 
slow in understanding this aspect of conflict 
and accordingly, their response to dynamic 
situations have been found wanting. This 
calls for an effective perception management 
campaign, which must be backed by other 
interventions in security and governance.
    Infiltration is down to very low levels and 
the terrorists strength in the whole state of J&K 
is down to about 250 or so. Terror groups are 
finding it difficult to make up for lost strength 
due to heightened security on the border and 
dwindling recruits from amongst the local 
youth. The groups have financial constraints 
following the demonetisation of high currency 
notes and they are also short of weapons. Their 
ability to strike at vulnerable targets however 
remains high, which highlights the need for 
being perpetually on guard. 
    Broadly, interventions must aim at reducing 
sensationalism and addressing the issue 
of radicalisation through checks on the 
madrassas, mosques and schools. The Army 
is operating well up to its capacity, but steps 
need to be initiated to reduce interference 
in their functioning by the judiciary and 
also through misplaced political activism. 
Governance structures too must improve, to 
restore the faith and confidence of the people. 
Finally, the elephant in the room, viz Pakistan, 
too needs to addressed. Soft approaches 
have had little impact in the past. Perhaps a 
different strategy is required to force Pakistan 
to change course on supporting terrorism. The 
war now is between Radical Islam and Indian 
democracy. For the good of the people of J&K 
and for the Indian Union, Indian democracy 
must win. There are no shortcuts. We must be  
prepared for the long haul.
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I was deeply anguished by the martyrdom of a young officer Lt 
Ummer Fayaz of Raj Rif by terrorists while on holiday in Kashmir. 
An outstanding young officer who showed much promise and 
had so much to live for, and miles to go as a leader to serve his 
motherland. As I think of him, cold fury engulfs my senses and 
guilt overcomes me, for somewhere deep down, I feel, we, his 
comrades now and erstwhile let him down! He trusted the army, 
and the nation and would have felt secure and confident in the 
belief that he was cocooned by the notion of righteousness, and 
the exhortations of his instructors in the Academy. He was from 
the 129th NDA course, my alma mater, and from my squadron 
‘Delta’. Even though about 100 course apart (I am from 32nd) 
the kinship is palpable, and I can feel it pulse and throb in my 
senses. I had felt a similar anger and frustration when we were 
told that enemy BAT (Border Action Team) had the audacity 
to touch the body of two fallen comrades in the Krishna Ghati 
sector of J&K.
     
        As far as I recall, the most solemn and unquestioned duty 
of every man in arms is ‘Never ever leave a soldier behind’ 
or ‘Never ever allow a solider to die in vain’. It is therefore 
imperative that the Indian army avenges the death of Lt Fayaz 
today, tomorrow or if it takes a decade or more. His killers must 
never rest, knowing fully day and night, that his comrades in 
the Indian army will hunt them down come what may. While 
soldiers and officers die routinely fighting for the nation or 
battling terrorists, that is a soldier’s death, to accept and be 
proud off. Many a times I have, with much sadness, yet immense 
pride and humility, saluted many martyrs on the field, but can 
never forgive or forget when an unarmed officer is murdered 
by terrorists or the sacred body of a fallen comrade is violated!

    Our operating procedures and training/expertise on the 
battlefield must ensure that our troops never get separated or 
isolated. If ambushed, they must react as per our training which 
is to stand together and fight to finish and always cover each 
other   and   be  supported.  We  should  stand  by  our  credo  of  
‘one for all and all for one.’ Comradeship in the profession of 
arms is sacrosanct and a sine qua non for success in battle. 
We all have a bounden duty and oath of allegiance that we 
shall never leave a comrade behind nor let an unarmed or 
single comrade be cornered by the enemy. This death should 
remain an unfinished agenda, till the perpetrators are brought 
to justice. We shall, and we must follow the correct  norms of 
soldiering in achieving this aim, even if that road is onerous 
and more difficult, because that is the spirit of this fine army 
and the teachings of our brave and honourable forefathers and 
fellow veterans. Let us all vow to further improve and hone our 
skills in service to the nation. Salutations to the valour, sacrifice 
and steadfast devotion to duty of the brave men who don the 
uniform of this great army! RIP Lt Ummer Fayaz, and each and 
every one of our fallen heroes!

A SOLDIER’S CREDO

Lt Gen 
Sudhir Sharma 

GENERAL SPEAK
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While aviation became the third dimension 
in warfare and the medium of air propelled 
technology at break-neck speed, there 
was an ‘untapped’ medium which would, 
in a subsequent era, prove to be a major 
determinant in the outcome of a conflict. 
Unforeseen as a potent weapon and uncharted 
for  the immense potential it harboured, 
the radio wave would prove that as ‘the pen 
is mightier than the sword’, so also ‘cyber 
warfare is mightier than the bullet’. In fact, 
one US Air Force Chief went so far as to say, 
“Dominating the information spectrum is as 
critical to conflict now as occupying the land 
or controlling the air has been in the past”.
             Like  aviation, the science of cybernetics 
has progressed in leaps and bounds, using the 
same medium to propagate and proliferate. In 
fact we, in the years gone by, have grown up 
from using old cigarette tins attached with a fine 
string to communicate between dormitories 
in boarding schools (to pass on ‘secret’ 
information) to smart phones today with 
real-time voice and data transmission. Have 
we straddled the system? Far from it, because 
the potential that this domain harbours, is far 
beyond comprehension. In fact, as it evolves, it 
throws up possibilities in myriad dimensions 
which seem to continuously multiply and 
unfold in ever-increasing possibilities. In short, 
cybernetics and its various applications have 
made the human dependent on this medium 
for virtually every function he performs in his 
daily routine.
    The rapid evolution and expansion 
of telecommunication and computer 
technologies has spread like wildfire into 
all levels of human activity and societal 
functions, into organisational activities, 
economic transactions and most importantly, 
command and control infrastructure of the 
government and military. To the balanced 
mind, over-dependency on anything should 
light up the warning signs. A holistic look 
will indicate the likely vulnerabilities and the 
opportunities they provide to those with evil 
intentions. The kinetic potential of the cyber 
domain and the possibilities it throws up has 
not only been demonstrated but has actually 
been employed in support of operational and 
strategic objectives and have produced the 
desired strategic effects. Therefore, the cyber 
spectrum today can be classified as a major 
Centre of Gravity of any nation or its sub-
components.
          Future warfare is likely to see each side 
attempting to achieve information superiority, 

if not, information dominance against the 
other. Targeting information based systems, 
information based processes and computer 
networks will be the norm. Resultant target 
systems will comprise critical infrastructures 
which operate on interdependent networks 
interlinked and enmeshed at various levels, 
such as industries, institutions, command and 
control nodes and many more. Susceptibility 
will, in all likelihood, be sought in five broad 
domains:-

 » Energy. Natural gas resources as also 
petroleum refineries; nuclear power 
facilities and electrical power distribution 
grids are lucrative target systems.

 » Banking & Finance. The economic 
hubs consisting of banks, commercial 
and investment institutions and stock 
exchanges will be vulnerable.

 » Physical Distribution. Denial of the 
supply chain by disrupting road/ railway 
networks, air traffic management systems 
and oil/ water pipelines will have severe 
repercussions.

 » Vital Human Resources. With the huge 
dependency on computer controlled 
water/ electricity supply systems and 
activation of emergency services like 
ambulances and fire-fighting not to 
mention the command and control nodes 
where all decisions will be taken, all 
become vulnerable to attack.

 » Information & Communication. 
Possibly the backbone which supports all 
critical infrastructure, the telephone and 
computer networks and their respective 
servers, becomes the key domain to target.

While the battle-space seemed complete 
with the three physical dimensions of land, 
water and air being addressed, the intangible 
or tenuous factor which spread its tentacles 
across the canvas has emerged as possibly the 
most strategic game changer. “Soft Kill” it may 
be, but successful information dominance 
followed up by the “Hard Kill” elements is 
certain to ensure capitulation of the adversary. 
Set up the firewalls and train the CERT teams 
because the critical war-fighter of the next war 
will logically be a “nerd”.

Air Mshl Sumit Mukerji, PVSM, SC, VSM 
is a former AOC-in-C of Southern Air 

Command.

OUT OF THE BLUE

RAISE THE FIREWALLS!
Air Mshl Sumit Mukerji, PVSM, SC, VSM
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DEALING WITH CHINA:
MULTIPLE STRATEGIES

Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, PVSM, AVSM, NM

Dealing with China has been an issue which 
has kept the foreign policy researchers 
engaged world over. China, being a single 
party system of governance, follows her 
foreign policies on the principle articulated 
by their leader of the communist party. 
Changes in leadership therefore, inevitably 
lead to transitional stress, as witnessed 
during Mao’s Cultural Revolution, Deng’s 
socialistic capitalism and now Xi’s focus 
on realising Chinese dream. In a recent 
interaction with Fudan University’s Prof 
Shen Dingli, he mentioned that China 
is using strength of three Ms, ie, Money, 
Muscle or Might and Mind to achieve per 
capita income for her citizens, comparable 
to those of the US. Unfortunately, Chinese 
system of governance may not permit 
smooth transition from communism to 
socialistic capitalism leading to near parity 
in per capita income. Democracies tend to 
handle transition from pure capitalism to 
capitalistic socialism with lesser turbulence 
since generation of capital by the state 
improves ability to spend on social security 
and healthcare, which is pro citizen. The 
benefitted population is a sizeable vote 
bank for elections. In a communistic form 
of governance, the benefits of capital 
generation must simultaneously benefit all 
citizens or else there is danger of collapse 
of the system due to public unrest. Soviet 
Union’s collapse is an example to China. 
They do not wish to follow similar trajectory. 
Therefore, the Chinese always suppress 
public dissents very rapidly, introspect and 

reflect upon the possible solutions. That 
is the challenge even the present party 
leader Xi Jin Ping has to face. This inherent 
characteristic of suppressing public views 
which are counter to the Party theme is 
similarly reflected in China’s foreign policy. 
China   communicates or miscommunicates 
to the world in a manner as if it is a binding 
on the rest and non-compliance could 
result in repercussion. This is akin to 
addressing her domestic audience; there 
is no room for accommodation of counter 
view. The accommodation of counter views 
is virtue of a democracy; one cannot expect 
any other form of governance to possess 
this characteristic.
          Whenever there is leadership change 
in China, it goes through these aches and 
pains of changes in public policy which is 
driven by the principles announced by the 
party leader. It is during these transition 
periods that China tends to deflect 
attention of internal dissensions by stirring 
up Chinese nationalistic sentiments by 
focusing on issues external to China. A 
country which abides by Chinese principles 
is branded as a friend. There are number 
of recent examples. Philippines accepting 
less than what it desired in South China 
Sea, Pakistan virtually becoming China’s 
autonomous region by accepting handing 
over of Gwadar port and large investments 
in CPEC where only Chinese companies 
are being given construction contracts 
and many more. China’s reaction to non- 
conformal countries is very sharp and often 
threatening. It tends to use near identical 
yardstick for communicating with both 
the internal and external dissenters. China 
also has a tit for tat approach. If India does 
not relent on OBOR, Dalai Lama etc, China 
counters by scuttling India’s bid for NSG 
membership and its attempts to declare 
Masood Azhar as a terrorist at the UNSC. 
China lacks the ability to accommodate 
views of other nations in her march to fulfil 
her own dreams, typically a communistic 
approach. This remans a challenge.
     In the recent past there have been 
mushrooming of think tanks and 
universities which essentially research 
international relations and recommend 
policy models to realise the Chinese 
socialistic capitalism dream within the 

broad canvas of Communistic principles 
(which does not strictly follow Marxism, 
Leninism or Maoism contours). These are 
Chinese thinkers who have undergone 
education in the western countries and have 
witnessed the power of democracy. They 
are constantly evaluating the errors China 
has made at various stages of her growth. 
There is some introspection and they offer 
possible solutions or policy alternatives to 
the CPC. These thinkers are generally heard 
talking of Confucius philosophy of China 
and how the CPC can deal with her citizens 
and the world within those bounds. Often, 
China needs to be pushed hard to remind 
her to introspect and make amends to her 
bilateral and multilateral dealings.
       As far as India is concerned, it can 
leverage a lot from China. The three Ms of 
Chinese policy, ie, money, muscle and mind 
have to be outdone without usual outcry. 
There is a lot of scope of cooperation with 
China in maritime security domain which 
directly impacts her own pursuit to first M 
ie money from trade and therefore security 
of energy routes through the Indian Ocean. 
This cooperation is well within existing 
capability of the Indian Navy and does not 
violate any principled stand taken by India. 
To counter the second M, ie, muscle/might, 
India should progress with rapid capability 
building of her Armed Forces, much from 
indigenous manufacturing, to force China 
to introspect on her aggressive behaviour. 
And lastly, India should outdo China in the 
third M ,ie, mind. Anticipate Chinese action 
and reaction and create an environment to 
dissuade China from using her money or 
muscle power against India. This is easier 
said than done, but is not impossible. China 
knows that within few years India will be the 
most populous country in the world and a 
challenger to her economy and cannot be a 
pushover or ignored.
              Chinese  thinkers  now  have  a  task  to 
find policy alternatives for the CPC 
which could improve her process of 
communication with the world by 
developing skills for the most desirable 
fourth M, ie, Maturity.
Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha, PVSM, AVSM, 

NM and Bar is the former Commander in 
Chief   Western  Naval Command & former 

Chief of Integrated Defence Staff.

 PERISCOPE
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Dear Sir,
Apropos the Naxal ambush in Sukma. A very relevant article on 
the subject in SALUTE, but how many are going to read it? Even 
if some interested people read it, how many will comprehend 
the implications? Surely the people who have to implement are 
not likely to be interested in such advice as truth is a very bitter 
pill to swallow. Having said as much, someone who matters has 
to acknowledge that there have been major failures in functions 
of command, at all levels of the political and bureaucratic 
hierarchy.To explain it as an intelligence failure is only stating 
the obvious with the aim of brushing things under the carpet.
Indian Army is about the best in the world in CI Ops. Surely the 
answer lies in seeking their help in training the police forces 
like the CRPF in handling an IS situation. But, acknowledging 
failures takes courage.
                    Col Ravindra Dixit

Dear Sir,
The CRPF is losing too many lives in anti-Naxal operations. It 
only reinforces my strong belief that leadership is lacking in the 
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) that have been tasked to 
take on armed terrorists. I don’t know why the Government is 
turning a blind eye to this aspect. Lateral absorption of Short 
Service Commissioned Officers into CAPF will provide the 
desired leadership capable of leading from the front. Even 
lateral absorption at JCO/ NCO level needs to be given special 
emphasis.
                                                                                 Brig Vinayak Ramnarayan
 
Dear Sir,
History of killing of CRPF men by Maoists gives us one clear 
message that CRPF is nothing more than a police force. So far, 
since 2007, more than 200 CRPF men have been martyred. I find 
the officer casualty is negligible. In operations, CRPF officers 
do not lead their men. That task is being done by Inspectors 
and Sub Inspectors. How do you explain a force of 150 men led 
by Inspectors? What are the officers doing? Such a situation is 
unsuitable for counter terrorism/ insurgency operations. We 
need to take a comprehensive view of Internal Security (IS) and 
delink it from Law and Order problem. In fact, even communal 
riots, agitations, rail/ road blocks and organised crime mafia 
must come under the gamut of IS. Responsibility for IS could 
be given to Rashtriya Rifles (RR) under an IS grid for the whole 
country. We could raise more RR battalions for the purpose.
Thereafter, we could integrate IS forces including Intelligence 
under the CDS. But who will do all this? There are serious issues 
with respect to training and leadership of the CRPF. This is why 
CRPF personnel keep getting killed, periodically by the Naxals. 
The video of a CRPF constable being heckled in Kashmir by 
local youth and stone pelters bespeaks of the low morale of the 
Force. What wonders then can we expect from them?
              Col Rajinder Singh Kachhwaha

Dear Sir, 
In the Naxal affected areas, CRPF personnel must be trained in 

CI operations in by the Indian Army. I am not aware if this is 
being done. The ambush of CRPF personnel by Naxals raises 
several questions. 

 ◊ Were the troops resting or on the move? 
 ◊ if resting, was a proper reconnaissance of the area 

carried out, or a brief appreciation done by the company 
commander and consequently armed sentries posted in 
adequate strength and to cover all likely approaches?

 ◊ What were the alarm systems? 
 ◊ If moving were they in formation?

The Maoists are at best a motley group of brainwashed 
individuals. So how do they manage to surprise and maul a 
trained force?The home ministry must look at this seriously 
along with the Maoist affected states and take drastic action. 
Such spectacular strikes put a question mark on India’s counter 
insurgency capability. The Home Minister clearly has his work 
cut out in this area for the next two years of NDA rule.
          Col Yeshwant Umralkar

Dear Sir, 
There are ROP drills which are not being followed, it seems. 
Sanitisation of the area and keeping it secured also does not 
seem to be done. Having served in NSG am aware that the level 
of training of CAPF is woefully inadequate for CI operations.

                 Col Vijay Anant Natu

Dear Sir, 
I cannot imagine such frequent recurring of casualties if the 
force is well upto it. It is more than apparent that the CRPF lacks 
the requisite training to deal with such insurgencies. 
                                     
                     Cmde Arun Kumar

Dear Sir, 
When on an operational task like ROP, a lunch halt is not done 
as a picnic. Troops are tactically deployed in order not to give a 
target to the insurgent as also men take up positions in turns 
within Sections/Platoons to effectively observe & engage. Very 
obviously, the Maoists had been repeatedly noting the casual 
manner of “picnic lunch” of these troops & very likely at the 
same site each time. So it was an easy & juicy target. Smartly 
led alert troops by instinct & tell-tale signs would have easily 
suspected the presence of an ambush that had as much as a 
strength of 300. Troops always measure up to the expectations 
of a good leader on the spot. In this case, leave alone having 
a good leader on the spot, there was perhaps no leader at all 
- leaders were in their offices kilometres away. Very rightly 
stated that there was no resistance - so the Maoists picked up 
weapons & equipment at leisure & took an easy walk to their 
forest hideout. Pathetic Leadership right up the chain needs to 
be forcefully highlighted. 
                      Maj Gen Harwant Krishan 

YOUR VOICE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Dear Sir,
The situation in Kashmir is disturbing. Of great concern is 
the fact that the local populace is interfering with operations. 
WHAM for all these years does not appear to have made any 
difference. Where are the tweets of those so called ‘Protectors 
and Champions’ of the cause of Kashmiris? How long can we 
continue losing young lives? It is going to have an adverse 
impact on youth opting for uniformed services.

                  Gurdeep Singh Narang

Dear Sir,
Treating Stone Pelters as Enemy is no violation of Human 
Rights.
                                      Vachaspati Mishra

Dear Sir,
You have hit the nail at the right spot. It is high time the Army 
deals with the situation in J&K in its own way.
                                               Col Pala Ram

Dear Sir, 
We are at war in Kashmir, being fought by other means. 
Terrorists are being supported by Pakistan. We need to hand 
over the state to the Armed forces and go for a decisive action.
No dialogue or other soft approach will solve the issue. Salute 
to the brave hearts.                       
            Kamal Singh Dadhwal

Dear Sir,
Our soldiers must be taught and trained to scrutinise the 
identity documents, to prevent unauthorised entry into 
military areas. Senior officers, instead of feeling offended on 
being checked should appreciate such act of the sentry/ who 
so ever asked for identity documents.

                    Col Ashok Tara, VrC

Dear Sir,
The day the Pakistan army starts feeling the pain, the 
situation will improve not only in Kashmir but also in the 
neighbourhood. But for that, Americans and allies have to join 
the party. As of now or in the near future, it seems unlikely, as 
every country has to safeguard its interests. We, as a nation, 
thus have to carry out this task by ourselves. Let us see how the 
present government shapes up to the challenge. Mere chest 
thumping will lead us nowhere. The mere fact that unrest in 
the Kashmir Valley continues and suicide attacks are regular, 
means that the terrorist groups are confident of getting 
away, like before. As they say it has now acquired “strategic 
confidence”.
                         Brig Om Prakash

Dear Sir, 
I agree that attacker has advantage of shooting first but Sir, 
my point is,Why Can’t we take this advantage? Why should the 
enemy have it all the time?
                                     Prasad Kumbhojkar

Dear Sir, 
The need of the hour is action. The action which will put 
fear in the hearts of terrorists in J&K and their masters where 
ever they are. There is no need for discussions or meetings. It 
should be all out war with no holds barred.It should be tit for 
tat. We can not afford to lose our valiant soldiers like this.
          Ranjana Tiwari
                           
                   
Dear Sir,
I wish to put the things as I see them. First, Kashmir issue or 
no Kashmir issue, Pakistan will continue to be our enemy. 
Second, China is taking well-calculated moves to establish its 
ascendency and dominance in the region; Pakistan is being 
used by China to block India from rising even as a remote rival.
China would also have considered intervening on Pakistan’s 
behalf, in any future possible conflict which breaks out 
between India and Pakistan. Since the combined challenge 
would be very formidable, and could entail unacceptable 
damage to us, we would seek to avoid that situation. This belief 
is what emboldens Pakistan to progressively increase the level 
of proxy-war, whose threshold line is perhaps not known 
to any of the parties. Three, forget for the time-being the 
apathy of our past governments towards building our military 
power, the present governmentshould ideally try to buy 
time to enhance our economic and military power, because 
it is economy that sustains the military power. Our enemies 
however, will work against that and would put impediments 
in our rise by creating war like situation using Pakistan as a 
proxy. Fourth, What should we do in the given circumstances? 
History is full of examples where relatively weaker nations 
have taken on stronger enemies with steel-like determination 
and with the moulding of mind to accept any level of wounds 
in the process of eliminating of the enemy. Shivaji was our 
great example. This is what we must do. Presently, no requisite 
signals are being emitted. The very first step is to enhance our 
defence budget by tightening our belt, and we are not doing it.
              
             Omprakash Angnani

Dear Sir,
Pakistan has been the major reason of Kashmir issue but the 
local Kashmiri politicians and their opportunistic statements 
are contributing no less to the existing mess. The funda, when 
not in power, oppose and criticise every action of the govt and 
excite the local youth in the valley. Ex CM, Central Cabinet 
Minister and newly elected MP Dr F Abdullah was leading the 
banner of Azadi Azadi with the stone pelters just a fortnight 
back. Will he now ask Azadi in parliament? They need to be 
seriously reigned in more than any one else. It is equally clear 
that no action will be taken. India, India…
        Shiv Choudhary

Dear Sir,
The Last and safest Bastion of Reliability and Trust is also 
being eroded and culled systematically. I wonder if we are on 
the right track.May God help us bring-in some Sanity.
             Vinod Sharma

YOUR VOICE
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DEALING WITH TERRORISM IN 
THE INDIAN OCEAN RIM AREA

Shri M Hamid Ansari

 TERRORISM IN IOR

In recent years, nothing has caused 
greater pain, disruption and 
inconvenience to societies, governments 
and individuals than the phenomenon 
of terrorism. Its manifestation in any 
shape or form anywhere in the world is 
disruptive of normal life and therefore 
has to be condemned and countered. A 
UN panel on March 17, 2005 described 
terrorism as any act ‘intended to cause 
death or serious bodily harm to civilians 
or non-combatants with the purpose of 
intimidating a population or compelling 
a government to or an international 
organisation to do or abstain from doing 
any act.’
       Notwithstanding this, governments 
of the world continue to argue about the 
precise import of the term. One reason 
is the antiquity of the expression and its 
uses down the ages. Kautilya classified 
terrorising as ‘secret war.’ The ‘Zealots’ 
of the Roman period and the ‘Assassins’ 
of the middle ages used violence to 
terrorise their adversaries. It was used in 
the ‘Reign’ of Terror period of the French 
Revolution and its agents were officially 
depicted ‘terrorists.’
   The numbers of terrorist groups 

proliferated in the 19th and 20th 
centuries and this trend continues today. 
A Google search produces a list of 38 non-
state right-wing and left-wing groups 
accused of terrorism from 1978 to 2003; 
it indicates the period of their activity, 
targets and tactics, and governments 
viewed as adversaries as well as those 
who sponsored or supported them. More 
names can be added to it today. The 
stated motivation in each case related to 
addressing grievance of political nature, 
very often embedded in and seeking 
empowerment from ethnic, nationalist, 
or religious sources. Modern weapons 
and easy access to lethal devices, has 
added to the efficacy of terror tactic; 
so has globalisation, and information 
technology.
   Modern terrorism is global in its 
dimensions. Our focus in today’s conclave 
however is on one aspect of it - the Indian 
Ocean Rim having 26 littoral states and 
home to some 2.3 billion people. It has 
emerged as one of the most dynamic 
regions of the world. It has about 65 
percent of the world oil reserves; its ports 
handle about 30 percent of global trade 
and half of the world’s container traffic 
passes through this ocean.
This region is also culturally diverse 
with a variety of languages, religions, 
traditions and culture. The countries 
of the Indian Ocean littoral and its 
immediate hinterland vary in terms of 
their geographies, populations, levels 
of economic development and political 
structures.
            Security in the Indian Ocean region is 
capricious on account of a complex set of 
problems inherited from its recent past. 
These pose a complex set of problems for 
policymakers, especially since many of 
the issues are transnational and groups 
have resorted to use of force to further 
demands for national self-determination, 
separatism, militant religious extremism.
The fragility of institutions of new 
political systems in the region has often 
allowed political violence to prevail. In 
addition, militant groups have exploited 

local grievances and have drawn upon 
international events to promote radical 
and extremist causes. The objective of 
these groups remains the capture of 
state power and the transformation of 
the system of governance to one which 
conforms to their worldview.
   An overarching approach to the 
menace found expression most recently 
in the Declaration emanating from the 
20th Anniversary meeting of the Indian 
Ocean Rim Association (IORA) on March 
7, 2017 that denounced ‘terrorism and 
violent extremism in all its forms and 
manifestations’ and ‘resolved to stand 
together’ in preventing and countering it.
           The  typology   of   terrorism   in    the 
Indian Ocean Rim indicates the following:

 » Left-wing violence carried out by 
groups seeking to overthrow existing 
governments;

 » Ethno-political violence carried out 
by groups motivated along ethnic 
lines;

 » Politico-religious violence carried 
out by religiously motivated groups; 
and

 » Cross-border terrorism promoted by 
regimes as ‘war by other means’ on 
their neighbours.

Of these, the last is perhaps the most 
abhorrent, of the kind we in India have 
had to suffer for a number of years. 
Such terrorism is sustained by external 
agencies and states. There is now wider 
recognition that this is the type of 
terrorism which creates conditions for 
growth of terrorist networks into massive 
conglomerates with international 
operations.  Conflicts  beyond  the Indian
Ocean rim, including those in 
Afghanistan–Pakistan and Syria–Iraq in 
Asia, also overflow and impact the wider 
region. Neither pious denunciations 
nor generalised prescriptions are 
sufficient to combat terrorism in all its 
manifestations. A beginning has to be 
made in each case by understanding its 
operational philosophy, strategy and 
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tactics, its targets and support systems.
      It has been suggested that ‘human 
insecurity, provides the enabling 
conditions for terrorism to flourish.’ 
Certain conditions provide a social 
environment and wide spread 
grievances that, when combined with 
certain percipient factors, result in the 
emergence of terrorist violence. These 
conditions could include poverty, 
demographic factors, social inequality 
and exclusion and dispossession.
       Terrorism and violent extremism in 
Indian Ocean Rim countries, therefore, 
has to be examined in the historical roots 
of militancy in these countries to provide 
the context for assessing the degree to 
which local agendas are either subsumed 
within a broader ideological framework 
or shaped by the extremist movements.
For convenience of analysis, the 
background and situation of the region 
can be considered in five segments: 
South Asia, southern Arabian Peninsula, 
Horn of Africa, East Africa, and the 
ASEAN region.
      Colonial rule and the neo-colonial 
policy of creating or aggravating 

religious, ethnic, or linguistic fissures 
lies at the root of many of present 
day conflicts and tensions. External 
interventions motivated by geo-political 
considerations have exacerbated them.
The resulting unsettled and volatile social 
conditions, thus, provide fertile ground 
for extremists to seek political change 
by violence. This in turn creates a social, 
economic and political situation that 
encourages parochialism, along with the 
rise of religious and sectarian extremism, 
often using violent and terrorist tactics to 
promote their creed.
        Since      unprovoked    violence   is 
inimical to human nature, groups and 
individuals resorting to terrorism or 
violent extremism seek to cloak their 
acts in motivations premised on value 
systems – secular, ethical or faith-based 
– that could be cited in justification. 
Record shows its consistency. This 
notwithstanding, the political temptation 
to attribute it to individual creeds is often 
overwhelming and, for the same reason, 
must be resisted if strategies and tactics 
to counter terrorism are to be both 
credible and productive. Nor can state 

conduct in such situations be beyond 
scrutiny. In recent and not so recent 
history, instances exist of states resorting 
to the financing, training and equipping 
of individuals and groups resorting to 
acts resulting in the killing of innocent, 
non-partisan, civilians.
         In recent times, the rise of ISIS or 
Daesh in Syria-Iraq has caught the 
attention of the world. Yet, even a cursory 
study of the factors that led to the rapid 
rise of such dangerous forces reveals 
that the very actors, who now claim to be 
threatened by it, have been responsible 
for creating the conditions- directly or 
indirectly- that led to its rise.The repeated 
attempts at regime change by force 
and with utter disregard for the local 
ramifications and fall-outs, had led to 
the quagmire- whether it be in Syria-Iraq 
that led to ISIS; or, Afghanistan which led 
to Taliban/al Qaida; or, Libya that led to 
al-Jama’a. The removal of existing, often 
moderate, regimes and the subsequent 
breakdown of governance resulted in 
extremist groups capturing the political 
initiative, exploiting the resentment 
and anger of the local populations and 

TERRORISM IN IOR
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carrying out terrorist acts with impunity.
           The  so-called  war  on  terror  has   
bred its own brand of deprivation and 
suffering with hundreds of people being 
killed or injured, even if they were not 
related to terrorist activities. This has led 
to anger and a desire to seek justice by 
any means, resulting in extremist action 
and terrorist violence.
          In   the   aftermath   of   wars,   the 
impacted communities are caught in a 
vicious circle of population pressures, 
resource stress, popular discontent 
and political instability making them 
susceptible to a pervasive extremist 
culture. Weak or dysfunctional states 
are more likely to host terrorist groups 
that target not only their host states but 
also carry out transnational attacks.
The availability of financial resources is 
critical to the success of these extremist 
groups. A misplaced sense of charity, 
or religious duty, on the part of citizens 
contributes to it. Linked to it is the misuse 
of institutions intended to impart faith-
based education. Instances of it abound 
in Pakistan and Bangladesh and also 
in other countries of the Indian Ocean 
littoral. These misinterpret religious texts 
to induce intolerance which, in turn, 
promotes a narrow and bigoted approach 
that is conducive to use of violence.
However, the most virulent factor 
fuelling terrorism is state sponsorship 
of and collusion with terrorists. Such 
terrorists- some promoted by regimes 
and some operating with the connivance 
of elements within national militaries 
and intelligence organisations- have 
employed religious, ethnic and sectarian 
aspirations to justify their acts of cross-
border terror.
      A case in point is Pakistan’s use of 
extremist groups as an instrument of 
foreign policy that is well documented, 
with the U.S. State Department’s Country 
Report on Terrorism for 2015 stating 
that some United Nations-designated 
terrorist organisations continue ‘to 
operate within Pakistan, employing 
economic resources under their control 
and fundraising openly.’ Essentially, 
the Pakistani military has reared ‘good’ 
terrorists for cross-border missions while 
battling ‘bad’ militants that fail to toe its 
line.
    The association of criminal and 
terrorist organisations – as most terrorist 
groups are funded by the proceeds of 
different types of transnational crime 
and illegal money flows- makes them 

even more destructive.The piracy off the 
coast of Somalia, the illegal oil extraction 
in Iraq, the drug and human trafficking 
in South East Asia or poppy cultivation 
in Afghanistan- are all controlled and 
run by the operating terrorist networks 
to generate additional finances. In many 
cases, the lucrative criminal activity 
becomes the sole reason for terrorist 
groups seeking political control by 
destabilising existing regimes. Such terror 
groups receive support from external 
actors who seek quick profits. The latest 
research of the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime puts the global value of 
transnational crime at a staggering USD1 
trillion per year – on par with some G20 
economies.
     How do we, then, deal with the 
problem of terrorism in the region? It is 
not sustainable for countries to continue 
to address terrorism or transnational 
crime from a narrow national interest 
perspective, nor can development be 
viewed as a standalone endeavour 
independent from security. Globalisation 
and integration processes make it 
apparent that trade, development, and 
security agendas are interrelated. A 
fundamental change is needed in the 
way we approach these challenges.
            The first challenge is to the national 
rule of law because terrorism is an 
abnormal activity to which societies 
can only adapt with difficulties. Making 
a society resilient to the potential threat 
of terrorism may come at a high price 
with regard to other fundamental 
values in society, such as civil rights.
The lack of understanding about the 
nature and manifestation of terrorism 
and the absence of a coherent response 
mechanism, results in sporadic and 
knee-jerk reactions to dealing with this 
threat. The introduction of extraordinary, 
usually draconian, laws to address 
terrorism, in a bid to seek quick solutions, 
more often than not, proves detrimental 
and can even exacerbate the terrorism 
problem. Use of indiscriminate force 
and heavy handed action debases the 
protection of human rights and can lead 
to an institutionalisation of oppression- 
fostering a culture of impunity within 
state security forces and agencies.At the 
same time, countries being taken by a 
surprise terrorist attack face the problem 
of responding swiftly without causing 
economic and societal disruptions.
     The second challenge comes as 
international, or transnational, terrorism 

involves more than one country and 
multiple legal frameworks at the national 
and international level. This becomes 
most obvious in the context of the well-
known saying ‘one man’s terrorist is 
another man’s freedom fighter’. While 
the saying is without much meaning 
since freedom is an end while terror is 
a means, it points to the problem that 
the national legal perceptions of certain 
groups’ activities may not coincide. What 
is more, national legislation may induce 
terrorism spillovers to other countries, 
as there are no generally accepted norms 
in international law which help to avoid 
this problem. This calls for international 
coordination and ultimately for norms 
in international law which help to 
harmonise cross-border externalities.
             To provide a comprehensive answer 
to the threats posed by transnational 
crime and terrorism in the Indian 
Ocean Region, regional security and 
development agendas need to be 
connected and coordinated. Forums 
like BIMSTEC, SAARC, ASEAN, the 
IORA and the UN have a direct interest, 
and the responsibility, to ensure that 
related efforts are comprehensive and 
have the resources necessary to respond 
quickly to the threat of terrorism.What 
is needed to curb and eliminate the 
scourge of terrorism is for the countries 
in the region to unite and fight it in all 
its forms and manifestations. States 
sponsoring terrorism must be isolated by 
international community and forced to 
abandon the use of terrorism as a tool of 
state policy. Nations must not distinguish 
between friends and foes when it comes 
to identifying terror sponsoring states.
      We need a flexible frame-work of 
security that respects the diversity of 
security perspectives and developmental 
choices of member states and is based on 
a clear renunciation by all parties of the 
threat or use of force against any other 
state, aimed at promotion of connectivity 
in accordance with international law to 
promote and protect the well-being of 
all peoples who inhabit the Indian Ocean 
region.
Jai Hind.

Remarks by Shri M. Hamid Ansari, 
Honourable Vice President of India at 
the 3rd Counter Terrorism Conference, 
organised by India Foundation in New 
Delhi on 14 March 2017.
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The Indian media is agog with the story 
of viral videos depicting a group of CRPF 
personnel returning from polling duty 
being heckled, manhandled and abused 
by a few Kashmiri youth in Budgam area 
of Srinagar Parliamentary constituency 
that went to polls on 04 April. While the 
media is full of praise for the restraint 
shown by the policemen, it is also equally 
critical of the youth involved in heckling. 
Whether media’s action adds fuel to the 
fire and demands constraint is a subject 
for a separate article, the issue at hand is 
as to how the youth dared to behave like 
this with the men on bona-fide national 
duty? The security forces are the nation’s 
sword arm in disturbed areas.They are 
deployed there to safeguard the local 
population, government property and 
national assets.They are mandated to 
ensure the nation’s sovereignty in these 
areas. It is also their responsibility to 
ensure that nation’s writ runs in these 
areas and no one dares to take law in 
their own hands. If this be so, the security 
forces deployed in these areas need to 
create an awe, based on their behaviour 
and appearance so that no one dares 
to challenge their authority. There is 
no denying the fact that Pakistan is the 

sponsor and financier of the turmoil 
in Kashmir. But is it fair to always 
blame Pakistan and put the matter to 
rest? Certainly not. Certain amount 
of introspection and internal audit is 
needed to set our house in order.
     The Budgam incident no doubt is 
condemnable but is only the youth to be 
blamed for that? It was the lack of awe of 
the security forces that emboldened the 
youth who dared to behave in the manner 
they did. A critical viewing of the video 
would reveal the total absence of combat 
discipline. It was astonishing to see the 
way the CRPF personnel were moving 
through a hostile area in an unorganised 
manner. Their carriage of loads and 
personal weapons was unprofessional, 
to say the least. It is a complete failure 
of junior leadership and the CRPF 
hierarchy needs to take a serious note 
of it. If domestic loads were to be man 
carried, which in fact should have been 
carried in vehicles, the men should have 
been organised in two parties, namely 
the load carrying party and an escort 
party. Absence of proper escort party was 
a sure-shot recipe for inviting disaster 
because there was no one ready to 
react should someone act against them. 
The readers can imagine the extent of 
damage that would have been caused 
had terrorists used the opportunity to 
open fire after mingling with the crowd.
The commanders up the chain have to 
train the personnel of Central Armed 
Police Forces(CAPF)and instil confidence 
in them to shed the behaviour of a law-
enforcing policeman and behave like a 
combatant while operating in a combat 
zone, albeit even temporarily.
      A combatant distinguishes himself 
with a smart turnout, perfect bearing, 
neat appearance, an alert eye and above 
all knowledge and application of minor 
tactics. Carriage of personal weapon in 

a manner that it can be used instantly if 
needed, is equally important. All these 
clubbed together form the essential 
ingredients of combat discipline which 
needs to be imbibed by every combatant 
while operating in a hostile environment. 
Any laxity would lead to what was seen in 
the video. It won’t be wrong to surmise 
that it was lack of combat discipline 
that emboldened the youth to come in 
physical contact with the men on duty.
        It would be unfair to assume that 
only the CRPF is being targeted. The 
stone-pelters have not spared the Army 
personnel as well. Stone throwing to 
enable terrorists break the cordon or 
while the troops are busy in conduct of 
anti-terrorist operations has become 
a common phenomenon. A few days 
earlier, a video showing an attack on an 
army vehicle by the stone pelters had 
also gone viral. Another reason that 
has emboldened the Kashmiri youth is 
the judicial overreach and unwanted 
interference of the self-proclaimed 
human right activists and arm-chair 
peaceniks who take pleasure in issuing 
sermons from their air-conditioned 
habitats.The security forces are being 
denied the freedom to operate leading 
to lowering of the morale of rank and 
file. It defies all logic when stone-pelting 
law breakers are labelled as “innocent 
civilians” and the men in uniform are 
given sermons to exercise restraint. 
Supreme Court verdict of July 8 last year 
giving police the liberty to probe the 
role of the security forces involved in an 
encounter even in areas under AFSPA 
has severely curtailed their freedom to 
operate. In “Irregular Warfare”, at times 
irregular means need to be adopted 
to produce results which can never be 
achieved by “going by the book” always. 
As it is, the freedom of operation of army 
units and sub-units has been severely 

WHAT HAS EMBOLDENED THE 
KASHMIRI YOUTH?

Brig Anil Gupta 
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eroded by the issuance of List of ‘Dos 
and Don’ts’, issued by the Supreme Court 
in 1997, that are legally binding. The 
Supreme Court’s decision to intervene 
in the matter of weapon selection while 
dealing with stone pelters has also 
emboldened them while at the same 
time causing a serious setback to the 
operational decision making capability 
of the security forces. The unnecessary 
hysteria created by a section of the media 

against the use of pellet guns has also 
added to the confusion. Pellet gun is a non-
lethal weapon and used the world over for 
mob control. The demand for removal or 
dilution of AFSPA is also unjustified at this 
juncture. The security forces do require a 
legal framework and guarantee to enable 
them to operate freely in the disturbed 
areas. In fact, a similar legislation for the 
CAPFs operating in the combat zone is 
also needed.
    Last,  but not  the least, is the 
indoctrination and radicalisation of the 
youth. The Kashmiri youth is confused 
between politics and religion. Feeling let 
down and cheated by the politicians of all 
hues, the youth is seeking solace in religion. 
The narrative in Kashmir has shifted 
from “Azadi” to “Nizam-e-Mustaffa”. In 
a video released by Hizbul Mujahideen, 
the terrorist commander Zakir Musa has 
ordained the Kashmiri youth “to dismiss 

idea of nationalism and democracy and 
turn towards Islam.” The youth is being 
indoctrinated with Wahhabi ideology by 
fanatic Mullahs and the freely available 
Salafi literature on the social media. They 
are taught that it is the duty of Muslims 
to capture power and impose Sharia over 
entire J&K, starting with the Valley. Sharia 
disapproves the concept of democracy 
(equality for all) because as per Wahhabi 
ideology, there cannot be equality between 

a man and a woman, a believer and non-
believer (Kafir), master and a slave, a ruler 
and subject. It also legalises use of force 
(armed jihad) as means for establishment 
of a caliph, since the concept of a nation-
state is unholy. This, to some extent, 
may answer the question of poor voter 
turnout in the recently held parliamentary 
election. Unfortunately, we are trying to 
brush under the carpet this bitter and 
harsh reality and refusing to acknowledge 
the presence of the elephant in the room. 
We must remember that youth form 65 
percent of our population. Undoubtedly, 
the Kashmiri youth is emboldened but at 
the same time he is disillusioned. He is 
seeking direction. He wants to be part of 
the national mainstream. He has to be freed 
from the clutches of fanatics and extremist 
ideology through correct portrayal of true 
Islam. He has been indoctrinated with the 
violent philosophy of Islam, and needs to 

learn that Islam is a religion of peace as 
well. According to many Muslim scholars 
Salm & Salam are the root words in Arabic 
for “Islam” which means peace and 
tranquillity. Islam does not preach hatred 
but warns against “following the footsteps 
of Satan; for he is to you a clear enemy.”
                Warning   bell  for  the   last  and  final 
time have been sounded for the 
mainstream politicians. If they do not 
shake out of their deep slumber now and 

move out to the field to interact with the 
youth, they would lose whatever space is 
left for them in the complex matrix of power 
politics in the Valley. Even the civil society 
is expected to play a major role in restoring 
the normalcy. A quick fix solution is needed 
from the government to curb misuse of 
social media for promoting unrest. Hawala 
channels need to be plugged. The media 
has to show restraint so that its prime time 
shows do not add fuel to the fire. The Valley 
needs to resonate with these patriotic lines 
of Allama Iqbal, “Mazhav nahin sikhata, 
aapas mein bair rakhna; ‘Hindi’ hai hum 
watan hai Hindustan hamara.”
 

Brig Anil Gupta is a Jammu based 
political commentator, columnist, 

security and strategic analyst.He can be 
contacted at anil5457@gmail.com)
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VIOLENCE IN KASHMIR VALLEY: 
WHERE ARE WE GOING WRONG?

Brig V Mahalingam

COVER STORY

Violence in the Valley sponsored from 
across the borders has continued 
without respite despite actions by 
the Governments and the security 
forces. Unfortunately, most of these 
actions have been reactive, tactical and 
predictable. We have been naïve and 
soft in our approach in dealing with the 
problem in J&K. Stone throwing is aimed 
at interfering with ongoing anti–terror 
operations and social media messages 
are meant to subvert the people’s mind. 
These are not forms of protests but acts 
of war against the state.

Pakistan’s Strategy
Pakistan has adopted a three-pronged 
strategy to keep the unrest in the valley 
alive and is hoping to attract the attention 
of the international community in the 
bargain. There was a deliberate attempt 
by Pakistan and its proxies in J&K — 
the separatist groups — to disrupt the 
Lok Sabha bypolls for the Srinagar and 
Anantnag constituencies, which were 
scheduled for the second week of April 
2017. As a result, the Srinagar bypoll 
witnessed an abysmally low level of voter 
turnout and the Anantnag bypoll had 
to be cancelled. The aim was obviously 
to discredit the state apparatus and to 
indicate to the world at large that the 
Kashmiri people were unhappy with 
India.

Pakistan’s plan for the Valley covers 
actions inside the Valley and moving 
resources from across the border, besides 
a well-orchestrated propaganda strategy 
targeting the local population with an 
attempt to mislead the world. Within 
the Valley, crowds, including women 
and children, are being mobilised under 
coercion to project the assembly of 
people as a sign of spontaneous protest 
and resistance to Indian rule. Here, the 
coercion aspect needs to be understood. 
The security forces leave the scene after 
carrying out operations. The people on 
the other hand have no option but to 
live in the same place under the watchful 
eyes of the gun wielding terrorists and 
the over ground workers (OGWs), leaving 
them with little choice but to submit to 
their dictates.
        Injuries to people are advertised as 
brutality and human right violations 
by the security forces. The J&K police 
operating in the Valley are being 
projected as anti-Islam and anti-people 
and the local populace is being provoked 
to target them. The aim is to demoralise 
the local police who have been 
doing a tremendous job despite their 
vulnerability and threats to their families. 
Social media messages are being sent to 
spread rumour, exhort people to come 
out of their houses to distract the security 
forces, disrupt anti–terror operations 
and assist holed up militants to escape. 
The larger aim is to subvert the minds of 
the people. Stone pelters are being paid 
to keep their interest going.
       From across the border infiltration 
bids have escalated three fold in 2016 as 
compared to 2015. The aim is to flood 
the Valley with trained and motivated 
militants to enable their ISI masters 
to control and direct operations from 
across the border and ensure that the 
pitch of violence doesn’t taper down. 
Weapons, ammunition and explosives 
are transported across the borders using 
the infiltrators as carriers. Press briefings 
by the spokesperson of Pakistan’s 
foreign office provides a clear spectacle 

of Pakistan’s efforts in misleading the 
international community into believing 
that while the trouble in the Valley is 
indigenous, India is fermenting strife 
inside Pakistan. Anti–terror operations 
are being projected as acts of human 
rights violation.

India’s Approach
Before discussing India’s approach, a 
brief glance at how China and Pakistan 
deal with such problems. China has 
been carrying out anti-terrorism 
operations in Xinjiang since at least 
2013 and have placed severe restrictions 
on the people practicing their religion. 
Political expression has been curbed in 
all its forms. Pakistan has carried out 
Zarb- e-Azb in North Waziristan and is 
presently engaged in carrying out Raad 
ul Fasaad across the country. During 
these operations, fighter aircraft, attack 
helicopters and heavy artillery  have 
been freely used. Till date, the names 
of terrorists and civilians killed and 
wounded in these operations have 
not been notified, neither have the 
dead bodies been handed over to their 
relatives for burial. No one even knows if 
the dead have been given a decent burial 
in accordance with their religious beliefs. 
Similar anti-terror operations have been 
carried out by Western countries as well. 
Here too, suspected terrorists have been 
arrested or where necessary shot dead. 
Thee have been no protests or stone 
pelting incidents in these countries as 
the security forces have been firm in 
handling the situation. No questions 
have been raised also on the issue of 
human rights violations.
        Now let us examine the situation as 
existing in India, where violence level 
have escalated to a level that is beyond 
the capacity of the police forces to handle. 
The Indian Army has been employed 
to deal with the terrorists in the Valley. 
As is the Army’s operating philosophy, 
only small arms have been used in its 
operations, yet we have allowed every 
one to question everything that the Army 
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does in the execution of its task, like the 
elimination of a local terrorist, Burhan 
Wani, in an encounter or even questions 
on the ‘surgical strike’ carried out by the 
Army across the LOC, where its integrity 
was questioned. The deployment of 
Army and the imposition of Armed 
Forces Special Power Act (AFSPA) in 
these areas is repeatedly contested by the 
peace brigade who have been silenced 
for the moment, but who will once again 
spew venom on the Forces, as soon as the 
situation is stabilised.
            The Government has a responsibility 
to maintain law and order especially in 
a troubled state like J & K bordering a 
hostile neighbour. Winning the hearts 
and minds cannot be at the cost of 
violence or soldier’s lives. The Army Chief 
has very clearly articulated the need to 
treat the stone pelters, OGWs and those 
interrupting the operations as anti-
national elements and the need to treat 
them as such. The sanctity of ‘Red Lines’ 
once defined will have to be maintained. 
Empty threats are counterproductive.
   As for the propaganda through 
social media, while messages and 
social network accounts operating 
from Pakistan needs to be blocked, 
those generating and circulating these 
messages within the Valley need to be 
identified and punished. Blocking social 
media or internet in the Valley cannot be 

sustained for long periods and may have 
negative implications.

Need for Strategic Thinking
It is time India shifted the battle to 
Pakistan’s soil. Pakistan needs to be 
targeted where it hurts the country most. 
The fault lines in Pakistan’s cupboard are 
many and the most sensitive one being 
the status of ‘Durand Line’ bordering 
Afghanistan.The plot behind Pakistan’s 
plan to merge Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas (FATA), a neglected area 
where over 95 percent population are 
Pashtuns, with Pakistan’s province 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) needs to be 
viewed in context. A large number of this 
tribe also live in the neighbouring Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Northern Baluchistan.
      The  British  demarcation of the 
Durand Line was a deliberate strategy 
designed to divide the Pashtun territory 
along the border region of Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. Today 1.3 million Afghans 
continue to remain as refugees in 
Pakistan of whom majority are Pashtuns. 
The world is aware of the profiling of 
Pashtuns being carried out by Pakistan. 
These refugees are expected to leave 
Pakistan and settle in Afghanistan but 
without these tribes being allowed the 
right to their own land. The Durand 
Line and Pashtunistan issues have been 
raised by different Afghan regimes in the 

past. None of the Afghan Governments 
including the Taliban Government which 
had briefly ruled Afghanistan from 1996 
to 2001 have ever accepted the Durand 
line as the boundary between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan. India needs to recognise 
the aspirations and sufferings of the 
Pashtuns and support their demand.

Declare Pakistan a Terror State
It is time India enacted the Rajya Sabha 
member Rajeev Chandrasekhar’s ‘State 
Sponsor of Terror Bill’ and broke all 
economic and trade relations with 
Pakistan. India granted Most Favoured 
Nation’s (MNF) status to Pakistan in 
1996, barely a year after the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) came into being. 
Despite two decades having gone by, 
Pakistan is yet to reciprocate the gesture. 
What are we waiting for and what are 
our compulsions for not rescinding 
the agreement? Rail, road, sea and air 
traffic between India and Pakistan also 
needs to be cut down to bare minimum.
The diplomatic establishments at both 
ends needs to be downsized and the 
relationship with Pakistan downgraded 
to a minimum inescapable level.

Annul Indus Water Treaty
The treaty was signed by India as a 
good will gesture to Pakistan in the 
hope Pakistan will reciprocate the token 
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at some point in time despite India 
receiving just about 20 percent of water 
from the system. It is an unequal treaty 
by all counts. Pakistan, on the contrary, 
has been raising motivated objections to 
the Kishanganga and Ratle hydropower 
projects being built in India. Pakistan 
has not respected the Shimla agreement 
or the Cease Fire Agreement signed 
in 2003. Sticking by the Indus Water 
treaty any longer stands to no logic. The 
water sharing arrangement needs to be 
renegotiated so as to ensure that India 
derives its fair share of water.

Handling of Separatists
India has been blind to the activities of 

the self-proclaimed separatist leaders 
who have been hostile to India’s interests. 
Money laundering cases against 
Hurriyat leaders Syed Ali Shah Gilani, 
Yasin Malik, Shabir Shah and the others 
involved needs to be probed on priority 
and the cases brought to their logical 
conclusion. Their wealth and properties 
acquired beyond their known sources 
of income needs to be probed. A special 
investigation team and fast track courts 
need to be constituted to speed up the 

proceedings. The venue of investigations 
and trials will have to be shifted out of 
the Valley to provide an atmosphere 
conducive for the investigation and trials.
      Syed Ali Shah Gilani controls the 
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) and Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) elements besides the Jamaat-
e-Islami cadres in the Valley. These 
cadres act as over ground workers and 
form a part of the logistic infrastructure 
which caters to support terrorist outfits 
including those who infiltrate into 
India from Pakistan. Similar set ups are 
working for the other Hurriyat leaders. 
These elements need to be identified 
and prosecuted for they work against the 
country’s interests. For this purpose too, 

fast track courts and a speedy trial is the 
need of the hour. The separatists are not 
elected representatives of the people and 
hence there can be no talks with them, 
which provide legitimacy and status. The 
security and other privileges provided 
to these individuals and those similarly 
placed need to be withdrawn without 
any further delay.

Conclusion
There are paid elements in the Valley who 

repeatedly deny Pakistan’s hand in the 
present situation in the Valley and assert 
that the disturbances are spontaneous 
and are reflective of the people’s 
disillusionment with India. The question 
is where did the over one lakh weapons 
and thousands of tons of explosives and 
an assortment of military equipment 
captured by the security forces come 
from?Kashmir Valley was very peaceful 
without any disturbances ever since 
Independence in 1947 till about 
1980, a period of over three decades. 
Disturbances over the plebiscite issue 
or Kashmir’s accession to Pakistan were 
never witnessed. What has changed? 
Obviously, militancy in Kashmir is a 

result of direct interference by Pakistan 
in India’s internal affairs. The seeds of 
dissent were spread after Zia-ul-Haq 
became Pakistan Army’s Chief in 1976. 
The answer to peace in Kashmir may well 
lie in keeping Pakistan and the separatist 
leaders under constant multiple pressure 
with no letup in sight.

Brigadier V Mahalingam is a veteran 
Army officer and a NOIDA based 

defence analyst.
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The recent by-elections in the 
parliamentary seats of Srinagar and 
Anantnag have made news for all the 
wrong reasons – a record low voter turnout 
of 7%, nearly 200 instances of violence 
and the hyped incident about a stone-
pelter being tied to an army jeep in order 
to deter a mob from lynching policemen. 
Based on all the conversations happening 
around this incident, one is compelled to 
make a few observations. 

1.  The common discourse is that there 
must be a peaceful resolution of the 
Kashmir issue.  In a democracy, this is 
done through a democratically elected, 
committed government – one which 
represents the aspirations of the people. If 
the people are prevented from exercising 
their franchise due to a hostile climate 
created by anti-national elements, the 
very idea of democracy is endangered. 
The low voter turnout in the elections 
indicates that the terrorists have imbued 
fear in the populace, and they have been 
coerced into abstaining from exercising 
their franchise.

2.  On 9th April, when soldiers of ITBP 
and J&K Police were ‘gheraoed’ by a 
mob of hundreds of stone-pelters and 
threatened with lynching, none of our 
journalists, politicians, liberals and 
academia were present on ground to save 
them. The Army officer tasked to rescue 
them had to resort to tying a stone-pelter 
to the jeep to ensure a safe passage for 

all the encircled policeman. The young 
officer accomplished his task without 
any damage to either the troops or to 
the civilians, and the stone-pelter was 
handed over to J&K Police, unharmed 
post the evacuation of the policemen. It 
is important to note that such decisions 
are taken under immense pressure, 
often with incomplete information and 
in a short span of time. When there is a 
counter insurgency operation happening, 
the soldiers in combat do not have the 
luxury of debating abstract concepts. All 
decisions ultimately boil down to survival 
and a choice of being killed or being alive.

3.  Instead of lauding the officer for taking 
decisive and timely action which led to 
the safe evacuation of the policemen, 
his actions are being questioned and 
criticised. However, none of the critics 
have suggested an alternative that could 
have been adopted? Unless off course, 
the assumption is that a soldier’s life is 
expendable and less valuable than that 
of a stone-pelter! Let us not forget that it 
was this very same Army which had risked 
the lives of its personnel to save civilians 
during the Kashmir floods. Surely, the 
hearts of these very critics would have 
bled at the thought of innocent lives 
dying in floods, yet not even one of them 
volunteered to go into the flooded areas to 
help others.

4. The  above  leads to a deeper 
observation. Do Human Rights exist 
only for civilians and not for men in 
uniform? Does a man sign away his right 
to survival, dignity and respect when he 
decides to don the uniform? One has not 
heard any Human Rights activist raise 
a voice against a decision by a military 
court in Pakistan, sentencing Kulbhushan 
Jadhav to death on trumped up charges. 
Nobody protested against the gruesome 
torture meted out to Lt. Saurabh Kalia. 
Few bother to remember the numerous, 
faceless soldiers who lead lives away from 
their families and die in anonymity in the 
Kashmir Valley. It can be argued that when 
men join the Armed Forces, they are well 
aware of the dangers and risks they will be 

exposed to, so why should we put them 
on a pedestal? It was their decision to join 
this profession, and they should live with 
it. Sure – let us not put them on a pedestal. 
But the least we can do is to treat them at 
par with the rest of the countrymen. Their 
lives are not cheaper than ours. They are 
not dispensable commodities who can be 
used and thrown.

5.  Lastly, has anybody including the 
politicians who have ruled over Kashmir 
for decades, really tried to address the 
underlying problem? Stone pelting is not 
the problem, it is only a symptom of the 
malaise. The underlying problem is far 
deeper and needs grave introspection. 
Instead of making irresponsible 
statements on Twitter, challenging the 
actions of Armed Forces (which they are 
not competent to do), it would be better 
if the politicians look at governance, 
inclusion, employment and investment. 
Likewise, if the liberals have better ideas to 
generate peace and stability in the Valley, 
they should express and implement the 
same. Their job is not to further derail the 
peace process by questioning the Armed 
Forces. Let the Armed Forces do their job.
        If  media  continues misrepresenting 
incidents to get ‘sensational breaking 
news’ for TRPs, if politicians continue 
fuelling mistrust for cheap political gains 
and if liberals continue worrying about 
the Human Rights only of insurgents …
then the day is not far when even the 
last bastion of nationalism, the Armed 
Forces, will become like the rest of us –
inept, inefficient and weak. God save our 
country then.

An alumnus of Indian Institute of 
Management Calcutta, Aditi Hingu is 

a Gold Medalist from the University of 
Delhi. Hailing from an Army 

background, she has been working in 
the corporate sector for the last two 
decades and writes passionately on 
issues that she feels strongly about.

LET THE ARMED FORCES DO 
THEIR JOB

Aditi Hingu
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PROTECTION OF TRANSPORT 
AIRCRAFT AGAINST 

SHOULDER-FIRED MISSILES
Air Vice Marshal P Govindarajan

The European Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) has recently issued a warning to all 
national aviation authorities and aircraft 
operators of enhanced risk to safety of 
civil aircraft on account of the possibility 
attack by terrorists while flying over 
Pakistan. This warning has been issued at 
the behest of the civil aviation regulator 
of France, the DGAC, that has made it 
mandatory for  French aircraft operators 
not to fly below an altitude of 24,000 
ft when operating through   airspace 
over Pakistan. Indian and South East 
Asian airlines flying to and from Europe 
routinely overfly Pakistan. Danger to civil 
aircraft these days emanate from Man-
portable Shoulder-Fired Missiles (SFM) 
now easily available to terrorists. These 
constitute a serious threat to airlinersthat 
are lucrative and easy targets. Downing 
of a passenger aircraft with heavy loss of 
life, creates tremendous psychological 
impact on the traveling public, is 
debilitating for the airline industry and 
confronts the nation owing the aircraft 
with a serious dilemma.
            At  the  civil  airports   in  India, 

the  level of security has been enhanced 
considerably in the last few years at 
enormous cost to prevent access to 
terrorists. However, a terrorist armed 
with SFM, operating outside the airfield 
perimeter, can easily target an aircraft 
that has taken off or is approaching to 
land. At these times, an airliner is well 
within the range of SFMs and presents 
an easy target. A UN report states that 
the world over, there are more than 
500,000 SFMs that are  popularly known 
as Man Portable Air Defence Systems 
(MANPADS). A large proportion of these 
is held by terrorists. Since 1979, there 
have been seven confirmed instances of 
airliners falling victim to SFMs.

Protection System for Civil Aircraft  
In the period 2003-2004, the Department 
of Homeland Security of the US decided 
to equip the 7000 plus fleet of civilian 
airliners with suitable equipment to 
provide protection against SFM threat. 
Two companies were identified and 
tasked to independently carry out 
Research and Development to design 
such a system. Currently, all airliners of 
El Al, the national airlines of  Israel, are 
equipped with a system for protection 
against SFM. Singapore Airlines has also 
evinced interest in such a protection 
system. Other airlines that operate 
overterrorist affected areas in Africa, the 
Middle East, Europe and Asia, are also 
evaluating this concept seriously.

Vulnerability of Civil Aircraft
An aircraft is most vulnerable to ground 
fire while approaching to land or after 
takeoff, when it is close to the ground, is 
flying at low speed, not manoeuvring and 
is presenting a large target. The danger 
zone is roughly up to about 15 km from 
the end of the runway, up to an altitude 
of 5000 ft  and in a cone of plus or minus 
30 degrees. A terrorist present anywhere 

in this zone armed with SFM,  can easily 
target an aircraft transiting through this 
area. Many airfields in India and abroad 
where Indian aircraft operate, are very 
much vulnerable to such terrorist attacks. 
It will be an expensive affair to secure 
such large areas outside all the airfields. 
While own airfields can be secured to 
some extent, airfields outside India may 
continue to remain threatened. A more 
pragmatic solution would be to equip 
all airliners with a systems that would 
provide protection against such SFM 
threat. No weapons will be required 
onboard the aircraft and the system will 
only deflect the incoming missile away 
from the aircraft.

Technical Aspects
While systems to warn against an air-
to-air missile attack are employed on 
military aircraft, the problem is more 
complex for both civil and military 
aircraft in the case of attack by SFM. In 
this case, the sensor of the warning device 
would be required to scan the surface of 
the Earth below the aircraft and ought to 
be able to distinguish the oncoming SFM 
from ground clutter. Some firms have 
developed Ultra Violet (UV) band sensors 
to detect the missile exhaust plume. 
Some other firms state that frequency 
spectrum study of the exhaust plume of 
MANPADS and taking into account the 
atmospheric absorption, Infra Red (IR) 
band is most appropriate to detect an 
incoming SFM. UV and IR sensors have 
their positive and negative points. The 
US Navy and the US Air Force have a test 
range at White Sands, where they carry 
out live test of airborne sensors against 
plumes of different types of MANPADS 
obtained from different  countries. The 
tests are repeated several times.
       It is also possible to detect an SFM 
by radar return; but the missile being of 
small size and at close range, this system 
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has not been found to be effective.  Pulse 
Doppler Radar is useful to detect radar 
return against heavy ground clutter, 
when the sensor is pointing towards 
the ground. Multiple sensors have to 
be used to look in different directions 
and rapid  scan capability is a must as  
time of flight of the missile  is short. As 
a terrorist may not exactly be positioned 
in line with the runway, can successfully 
conceal himself and may be immune to 
visual observation, the  sensors would 
need to scan 360 degrees. The system 
is vulnerable to false alarms as it can 
be confused by other heat sources like 
active chimneys, vehicles, blazing fire on 
the ground etc.

Processing Power and Time
The terrorist aims at an aircraft and fires 
the missile, an operation that is relatively 
simple and   requires no specialised 
training. After launch, the missile 
takes few seconds to stabilise, build up 
speed and the heat-seeking homing 
device of the missile locks on to the 
aircraft exhaust. This takes few seconds 
and thereafter, the missile moves at 
supersonic speed. The distance and 
height involved for the missile to travel 
towards the aircraft is small and time to 

travel is of the order of 10 to 20 seconds 
only thus restricting the time available 
for automatic countermeasure. The 
protective system must respond within 
this time frame to prevent the incoming 
missile impacting the aircraft.

Countermeasures
Passive countermeasures includes 
dispensing of chaff ie aluminum foil or 
flares to disrupt the  guidance system of 
the missile, deflecting it away from the 

aircraft. Active countermeasures involves 
firing of high-power solid-state laser 
beam towards the incoming missile. It is 
of course expensive and such high power 
solid-state lasers are available from few 
sources only.
      Since the time available is limited, 
the operation of the defensive system 
is required to be a totally automated. 
The crew of the airliner however, would 
become aware of the incoming missile 
and that it has been deflected. The 
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pilot would not be required to evasive 
manoeuvres that could endanger the 
aircraft if carried out while flying at low 
speed and low altitude during approach 
for landing or after takeoff.

Cost Consideration
It has been estimated that the cost of 
fitment of an anti-SFM system on a civil 
airliner would be lower than that for a 
combat aircraft. The figure is pegged 
at $1.125 million. Over a complete life 
cycle of the aircraft, based 
on average load factor 
achieved, the cost per 
passenger is computed 
to be a mere 25 cents per 
ticket, hardly a burden 
of consequence for the 
passenger. This can be 
reduced even further for 
the air passenger traveling 
by Indian carriers through 
increase in the indigenous 
content of the protection 
system.
        An    airliner    is 
equipped with a variety 
of safety equipment 
such as Mae West life 
jackets,  emergency chute, 
firefighting equipment 
etc. Most of these may 
remain unused during the 
life cycle of the aircraft and 
yet passengers bear the 
cost of all this equipment 
through the price of the air 
ticket. The system to provide protection 
for an airliner against threat from SFM 
is another piece of safety equipment. 
Passenger will feel secure with the 
knowledge that the airliner is immune 
to SFM launched by terrorists on the 
ground.

Indigenous Capability
For military aircraft, Defence Public 
Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) such as 
Bharat Electronics Limited and Defence 
R&D laboratories such as Defence 
Application Research Establishment 
(DARE) and testing establishment like 
Aircraft Systems Testing Establishment 
(ASTE) are addressing this threat, 
against stringent avionics specifications 
for size, weight, power consumption, 
structural design,  space constraints, 
shock, vibration, “g” specs, system 
configuration etc. Aircraft of the IAF 
used for VIP travel and  those operated 

by the Border Security Force (BSF), are 
equipped defensive systems provided by 
the Original Equipment Manufacturers 
at the time these aircraft are procured.
     For civilian aircraft, the National 
Physical Laboratory (NPL), Instrument 
Research and Development Laboratory 
(IRDE) have been working on electro 
optic devices and systems for defence 
against SFM threat. However, as yet 
success in the indigenous effort is not 
yet visible. While the hardware items like 

sensors, laser jammers etc of the avionics 
grade with the reliability called for, may 
not be possible indigenously in the near 
future, the Indian R&D establishment 
could focus on software for integration 
of sensor inputs, real time signal 
processing, avoidance of false alarm and 
giving required direction input to the 
jammer. Also, aircraft installation, design 
and actual field installation can be easily 
handled indigenously. This will also help 
bring in cost reduction of up to about 25 
to 30 per cent at the very least.

Conclusion and Recommendations
There is no doubt that in the prevailing 
environment of increasing global 
terrorism, a civil passenger aircraft 
is becoming increasingly vulnerable 
being targeted by SFM-armed terrorists 
from abroad or even from Indian terror 
modules. Countries like USA, Israel and 
others are alive to this threat to civil 

passenger aircraft from terrorists and are 
equipping their passenger carriers with 
suitable avionics equipment that are 
classified not as “Weapon Systems but 
as Electronic Countermeasure”. There is 
undoubtedly the need to cater for such 
protection system for the Indian carriers.
   While regulatory issues can be 
addressed at the appropriate time, the 
proposal needs to be examined jointly 
by the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation, the  

National Aeronautical Laboratory (NAL) 
and any other related organisations. A 
specific R&D project for this important 
safety feature for civil aircraft should be 
initiated without delay at NAL which 
is a prime civil national laboratory. 
Assistance can be sought from firms 
that have hands-on experience in such 
systems that are operational.

AVM P. Govindarajan  has served 
as Indian representative in 

technical forum of International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU). 
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in Central Research Laboratory, the 
R&D unit of Bharat Electronics Ltd.
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AFGHANISTAN: INDIA MUST 
DEPLOY TROOPS

Brig Gurmeet Kanwal

The situation in Afghanistan can be 
described as a stalemate at both the 
strategic and tactical levels. The security 
environment is precarious, socio-
economic development is stagnating 
and the reconciliation process has 
reached an impasse. The NATO–ISAF 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organisation–
International Security Assistance Force) 
strategy to clear-hold-build-transfer-
exit has succeeded only partially as 
the Taliban and the Al Qaeda have not 
been eliminated and terrorists owing 
allegiance to the Islamic State (IS) are 
growing in number.
        The fledgling Afghan National Army 
(ANA) and the Afghan National Police 
(ANP) are not yet capable of managing 
security after the premature withdrawal 
of the US-led NATO-ISAF intervention 
force. The Afghanistan National Security 
Forces’ (ANSF, ANA plus ANP) numbers 
are small (3,52,000). The ANA lacks 
heavy weapons, artillery, air support and 
helicopters for logistics support. 
      The standards of junior leadership 
are low and the troops are inadequately 
trained and equipped. They do not have 

the level of motivation necessary to 
undertake complex counter-insurgency 
operations on a sustained basis. Cases of 
fratricide and desertions with weapons 
are commonplace. While the ANSF and 
the remnants of the Nato-ISAF forces 
control most of the large towns and the 
airports, the Taliban — together with 
the al-Qaeda — control large swathes 
of the countryside. Governance is 
virtually non-existent outside Kabul. The 
approximately 13,000 Nato-ISAF troops 
now remaining in Afghanistan are on a 
train-advise-assist mission. 
 Unless Afghanistan’s regional 
neighbours, the Central Asian Republics 
(CARs), China, India, Iran, Pakistan and 
Russia join hands with the international 
community to supplement the ANSF’s 
efforts to eliminate the insurgents, 
the security environment is likely to 
deteriorate further and may degenerate 
into a civil war. Kabul and New Delhi have 
had a historically friendly relationship. 
Afghanistan’s location at the strategic 
cross-roads between South Asia and 
Central Asia and South Asia and West 
Asia makes it an important geo-political 
partner. Afghanistan has vast mineral 
deposits. When the Chabahar port in 
Iran becomes operational, India will gain 
access to the CARs through Afghanistan. 
Hence, peace and stability in Afghanistan 
are vital national interests for India.
India supports the installation of a 
broad-based and stable representative 
government in consonance with Afghan 
customs and traditions. The imposition 
of the Western model of democracy will 
not be appropriate. India would prefer 
a government that adopts a stance of 
neutrality between India and Pakistan, 
but should be willing to work closely 
with any government that is truly 
representative of the Afghan people.
   India’s efforts to provide greater 
assistance are being hampered by the 
lack of geographical contiguity. India 
has only limited access to Afghanistan 
as Pakistan has not given India transit 

rights. India’s attempts to allay Pakistan’s 
misapprehensions about New Delhi’s 
intentions have not been successful as 
Pakistan has steadfastly refused to discuss 
this issue. Afghanistan’s problems can’t 
be resolved unless the trans-Durand Line 
challenges that it faces from Pakistan 
and the Haqqani network are addressed 
simultaneously. 
  The India-Afghanistan Strategic 
Partnership agreement was signed in 
October 2011. It calls for close political 
cooperation with a mechanism for 
regular consultations and joint initiatives 
on regional and international issues. It 
stipulates a strategic dialogue to provide 
a framework for cooperation in the field 
of national security. Security cooperation 
is intended to enhance mutual efforts 
against international terrorism, 
organised crime, illegal trafficking in 
narcotics and money laundering. 
     The agreement specifies that India 
will assist in the training, equipping 
and capacity building programmes 
of the ANSF. It commits the two sides 
to “strengthening trade, economic, 
scientific and technological cooperation, 
as well as cooperation between other 
bodies of business and industry 
representatives…” India has committed 
itself to continue to provide assistance 
for Afghanistan’s reconstruction and 
development programmes and capacity 
building.

Policy Objectives
India’s policy objectives in Afghanistan 
are in consonance with the strategic 
partnership agreement. Besides a stable 
and preferably neutral government, 
India’s political objectives include the 
following: ensure that Afghanistan does 
not again become a base and safe haven 
for terrorists and radical extremists; 
counter Pakistan’s quest for strategic 
depth, acquire access to Afghanistan 
and through it to the CARs; establish 
broad-based engagement with all 
political groups; support Afghan-led 
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reconciliation efforts, as visualised by 
the Afghan High Peace Council; assist 
Afghanistan to train its administrative 
and judicial staff to improve governance 
and delivery of justice; and, further 
enhance people-to-people contacts. 
      India’s  national  security objectives 
comprise: supporting the capacity 
building efforts of ANSF by ensuring 
implementation of the Strategic 
Partnership Agreement, including the 
supply of war-like stores; ensuring the 
safety and protection of Indian assets 
and infrastructure in Afghanistan; and, 
cooperating to share intelligence. 
    India’s economic policy objectives 

are to increase trade with Afghanistan 
and through it with the CARs; 
enhance Indian business investment 
in Afghanistan; assist Afghanistan to 
develop its natural resources; further 
increase India’s reconstruction and 
capacity building programme; enhance 
India’s energy security; for example, 
through the commissioning of the TAPI 
(Turkmenistan–Afghanistan–Pakistan–
India) pipeline; assist Afghanistan to 
replace narcotics-based agriculture with 
regular agriculture; and, work towards 
the implementation of SAFTA (South 
Asian Free Trade Area).
           Finally,     unless     the    security  

environment improves substantially, 
governance and development will 
continue to take a back seat. The P-5 (UN 
permanent members: China, France, 
Russia (formerly the Soviet Union), the 
United Kingdom, and the United States) 
need to be persuaded to supplement the 
ANSF with a United Nations or a regional 
peacekeeping force to eliminate the 
Taliban. 
      Though there is no support in India 
for sending troops to Afghanistan, there 
is realisation that the fight against the 
Taliban and the al Qaeda has long-term 
security implications for the country as 
peace and stability in Afghanistan are 
vital national interests. Along with other 
neighbours, New Delhi should be willing 
to deploy up to one division (15,000 
troops) to join such a force provided 
Pakistan’s sensibilities about Indian 
military presence in Afghanistan can be 
assuaged.

Brigadier Gurmeet Kanwal is former 
Director, Centre for Land Warfare 

Studies (CLAWS), New Delhi. At present 
he is Distinguished Fellow, Institute for 

Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA), 
New Delhi and Adjunct Fellow, Centre 

for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS), Washington, D.C.. This article 

was first published in Deccan Herald, 
Apr 8, 2017.
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AFGHANISTAN: INDIA MUST 
NOT COMMIT TROOPS

Maj Gen Dhruv C Katoch, SM, VSM

The question whether India should 
deploy troops on the ground to assist 
Afghanistan in its battle against the 
Taliban has been long debated in Indian 
think tanks and in the national media 
and perhaps will continue to be so 
debated till the wretched war finally 
ends in that country. Afghanistan has 
been in conflict ever since the Soviets 
invaded the country in December 
1979—a period close to four decades—
seriously impacting on the country’s 
socio economic development. Presently, 
while a semblance of political stability 
exists with the legally elected Ashraf 
Ghani regime, the country’s security 
forces, with the assistance of the US led 
International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF), continue to battle the Afghan 
Taliban for supremacy and eventual 
control of the state. In the fray is also the 
al Qaeda and more recently the Islamic 
State or Daesh. Neither the present 
government forces nor its antagonists are 
in a position to affect an outright victory, 
so we are looking at a continuation of the 
conflict for quite some time to come.
      As  of  now, the Afghan National 
Security Forces (AFNS) which comprise 
of the Afghan National Army (ANA) 
and the Afghan National Police (ANP), 
number over 3,50,000 men. The actual 
numbers may however be far lesser than 

this figure as a large number, possibly 
in the tens of thousands who are on the 
payrolls, are absent or non-existent. 
This was stated by the Commander of 
the US forces in Afghanistan, Gen. John 
Nicholson to the Senate armed services 
committee in February 2017. Despite 
all its shortcomings, it is this force that 
is resisting the Taliban and the al Qaeda 
in Afghanistan. As per Gen. Nicholson, 
the battle situation appears to be a 
stalemate, though the General admitted 
that the Taliban has made gains in 2016. 
The General also stated that one reason 
for the deadlock was the increasing 
spoiler role of Russia, which he claimed 
was seeking to undermine the US and 
NATO in Afghanistan, adding that he was 
“concerned about the increasing level” of 
unspecified Russian support for Taliban 
insurgents.
         The Taliban has successfully resisted 
the Afghan forces and remains in control 
of a large area within the country. Of the 
400 districts in Afghanistan, the Taliban is 
in control of 34 districts and is contesting 
another 167 districts. The capture by 
Taliban fighters of the strategic district of 
Sangin in the southern Afghan province 
of Helmand after ISAF pulled out, 
underlies their growing strength in the 
South and also gives them control of the 
bulk of Afghanistan’s billion dollar opium 
crop. It appears unlikely that the ANSF 
will be in a position to seriously weaken 
the Taliban, despite ISAF support. 
The Taliban too, which is believed to 
number around 25,000 fighters, is not 
in a position to take over the control of 
the country, though it continues to carry 
out a number of high profile attacks 
within Afghanistan and is expanding 
its influence in the rural areas. For their 
part, the Afghan National Security Forces 
have been improving their combat 
capabilities and are becoming more and 
more successful in holding their own 
against the Taliban. Also in the frame is 
the Islamic State, which is believed to 
have about 700 to 1000 fighters, but lacks 

the local support that the Taliban enjoys.
In the current scenario, Washington 
appears to be pursuing a strategy of 
buying time, in the hope that the Afghan 
central government would eventually be 
able to establish a functioning military as 
well as a political and economic system 
that could essentially make a deal with 
and absorb the Taliban. This strategy is 
fundamentally flawed as the Taliban will 
only come to the table if the Afghanistan 
Government is prepared to consider 
formation of an Islamic Government, 
based on the Sharia. Even if talks do take 
place, we are unlikely to see a solution, 
unless one of the protagonists is defeated. 
As the two opposing protagonists—the 
Government forces and the Taliban—
lack the ability as of now to achieve a 
decisive outcome, the current stalemate 
is likely to continue.
     India’s  assistance  to Afghanistan 
has been mostly in the civilian field 
– in particular, in power plants, road 
construction and medical aid amounting 
to USD 2 billion. Another USD 1 billion 
assistance is in the offing. India has 
baulked at providing weapons and 
equipment to Afghanistan, as requested 
for by the Afghanistan government in 
2013, though it did provide military 
aid of a non-lethal nature such as 
bullet proof vests, vehicles etc. India’s 
assistance in training thousands of 
Afghan National Army personnel has 
also been significant. In 2014, a trilateral 
arrangement was suggested, wherein 
weapons and equipment, including 
there spares could be supplied by Russia 
and India would pay for them, but that 
proposal did not gain traction. However, 
in a departure to the above policy, India 
supplied four MI 25 attack helicopters 
to Afghanistan in 2016. Prime Minister 
Modi has also assured President Ghani 
of India’s continued support for ensuring 
peace and stability in Afghanistan.
        In the above circumstances, Indian 
support to the Afghan government is 
essential. India has strategic interests in 



salutemagazine@gmail.com >> March 2017 - April 2017 >> SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER     05

POINT-COUNTERPOINT

25

the region which will be compromised if 
the Taliban comes to power. To support 
the democratically elected government, 
India must off course continue with 
economic and diplomatic support, but 
there needs to be a military component 
as well, to shore up the ANSF. In the 
prevailing circumstances however, 
providing military troops in support of 
the government forces will be counter-
productive.
       The most telling argument against 
sending a military force to Afghanistan, 
to fight alongside the ANA is the reality 
that victory on the battlefield will be but 
a chimera. Given the terrain over which 
operations are to be conducted, the 
fighting capability of the Taliban and the 
nature of conflict in that region, it would 
be naive to presume that deployment of 
the Indian Army could possibly lead to 
the eventual submission of the Taliban. 
India has great experience in combatting 
insurgencies and low intensity conflicts 
within the country and a lesson from 
the Indian experience is that subduing 
the opposition till the time a political 
solution is reached, takes decades of 
effort and great sacrifice in human terms 
as well as national treasure. The force 
required to achieve such an outcome, in 
addition to the present strength of the 
ANSF, will be to the order of six to eight 
divisions, duly supported by air power. 
Even if India were to provide a Division or 
two, where is the rest of the Force to come 
from? The US has about 8000 troops in 
Afghanistan, mostly in the advisory role 
and as trainers, and is unlikely to pump 
in troops to fight the war. The same 
goes for its allies. By putting boots on 
the ground, India will, willy nilly find 
herself gradually expanding her level of 
commitment to unsustainable levels, 
without even the hope of success.
     It must also be understood that 
winning the conflict in Afghanistan 
would require the battlefield to be 
isolated. That too is a non-starter. It is 
well known that the Taliban sanctuaries 
mainly lie across the Durand Line, 
in Pakistan, on Afghanistan’s Eastern 
Border. Till such safe havens exist,  which 
provide the Taliban leadership and its 
rank and file relative immunity, as well 
as administrative and financial support 
from the Pakistani establishment, it 
would be well nigh impossible to bring 
about a change in the ground situation. 
On the contrary, in this battle of attrition, 
the Taliban is confident that it will outlast 

any opposition and will eventually 
prevail.
         The  third  compelling  reason why 
India must not commit to the deployment 
of troops on the ground is the sheer 
difficulty in maintaining such a force. In 
the absence of land connectivity, the force 
will have to be sustained through either 
the Central Asian Republics or through 
Iran. The logistic nightmare and the 
diplomatic fallout of such maintenance 
is perhaps a price not worth paying.
         Deploying troops is hence counter-
productive as India will have to deal with 
its negative consequences, without even 
a hope of positively impacting on the 
current war in Afghanistan. The Centre 
of Gravity in the Afghanistan war lies in 
Pakistan and till that is addressed, the 
hopes of a successful resolution of the 
conflict appear bleak.
     What then should India do? As a 
first step, India must continue with its 
diplomatic and economic support to the 
government and people of Afghanistan. 
India is well respected in Afghanistan 
and while the impact of soft power has 
limited bearing on military operations, 
the goodwill of the Afghan people is a 
priceless asset. On the military side, India 
should seriously consider the supply of 
offensive equipment to the Afghanistan 
Army. The war must be won by the 

Afghans themselves and for that they 
must be enabled to fight and win. Indian 
support could be in terms of equipping, 
training and logistically supporting a part 
of the Afghan Army with heavy artillery, 
tanks, helicopter gunships, drones and 
missiles. The number of Afghan troops 
being trained in India could also be 
increased. Major impact could be made 
in Special Forces. India could raise a 
brigade worth of Afghan Special Forces, 
trained, equipped, maintained and paid 
for by India. This will pay good dividends 
in the type of war currently being waged 
in Afghanistan, especially as such a force 
would have the capability to be inserted 
inside Pakistan to deal with Pakistani 
supported Taliban bases in FATA, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. Increased 
intelligence sharing and provision of 
medical support could also be part of the 
Indian support.
         Geo-political implications must also 
be addressed, especially in neutralising 
Pakistani hostility to any Indian move. 
While India must shed its diffidence in 
providing military hardware to assist 
the Afghan forces in their war against 
the Taliban, such support must not 
encompass deploying troops to fight 
Afghanistan’s War. That job is best left to 
the Afghans themselves.
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Introduction
Air mobility can be termed as a network 
of systems that combines airlift, 
airdrop, aero-medical evacuation, air 
refuelling, and air mobility support 
assets, processes, and procedures into an 
integrated whole. In the Indian context, 
it is aimed to quickly, effectively and 
decisively support/ protect nation’s 
security interests extending from the 
Persian Gulf to the Straits of Malacca.It 
is a critical enabler to our foreign policy 
and military strategy which tends to get 
a low priority in peacetime, but changes 
rapidly as the crisis/ conflict begins. 
Challenge is not only to build up the 
capability but to exercise it as often as 
possible to sustain core competency.
       Commencing in 1942, Indian sub-
continent was in thick of large scale 
air mobility operations during WW 
II. Operating from 13 primary bases 
in Assam and six in China, “Hump 
Operation” had its assets growing to 722 
aircraft and more than 84,000 personnel 
by 1945, airlifted staggering 71,000 tons in 
July 1945 to China. In the neighbourhood, 
during the crucial phase in fight against 
the Japanese during the Battle of Kohima 
and Battle of Imphal, the Allied Army was 
entirely supplied by air until the road 

from Dimapur was cleared, by flying in 
19,000 tons of supplies and 12,000 men 
into Kohima and Imphal, and flying 
out 13,000 casualties and 43,000 non-
combatants during the course of the 
battle.
             The   first   full   time   air   mobility 
operations lasting one and half years 
began within a few months after 
independence on 27 Oct 1947, wherein 
Dakotas  of No 12 Squadron airlifted 
troops of the 1st Sikh Regiment ex-
Gurgaon to Srinagar. Challenge was 
successfully met during 1962 and 1965 
operations. But the best was to come 
in 1971, during the Indo-Pak war, 
when transport aircraft struck troop 
concentration at Hajipur, Fort Abbas 
and Skardu. Helilift of brigade strength 
on 10 December, 1971 from Ashuganj 
to Raipura and Narsingi over the River 
Meghna and airdropping 700 troops of 
the 2 Parachute Battalion Group utilising  
An-12s, C-119s, 2 Caribous and Dakotas 
on 11 December at Tangail were the 
high points in utilisation of air mobility 
in the Eastern Sector. During the IPKF 
operations in Sri Lanka, air mobility 
supported induction and de-induction. 
It was the stellar role played by IAF’s 
air mobility in November 88, which 
quelled the attack on the Government of 
Maldives.

Air Mobility Response during 
Disaster Management
Air mobility is also a key enabler during 
the response to natural calamities and 
since independence, has played a stellar 
role in saving thousands of lives in the 
short window available. The global 
warming and resultant climate change 
has been causing havoc. In densely 
populated country like ours, the air rescue 
is no longer a luxury but has become 
essential. Over the years, Armed Forces 
have acquired considerable capability in 
this respect, both in fixed wing and rotary 
wing assets, to be a game changer in this 
field. Inclusion of heavy lift helicopter 
will be an added asset. A critical review 

of our disaster management framework 
amply brings out this point.
            The Indian subcontinent is  among  
the world’s most disaster prone areas. 
Almost 85 percent of India’s area is 
vulnerable to one or multiple hazards. 
Of the 28 states and 7 union territories, 
22 are disaster-prone due to wind storms 
spawned in the Bay of Bengal and 
the Arabian Sea, earthquakes caused 
by active crustal movement in the 
Himalayan mountains, floods brought by 
monsoons, and droughts in the country’s 
arid and semi-arid areas and to tsunamis 
since the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.
           Currently,   a   comprehensive   legal 
and institutional framework for disaster 
management has been set up through 
the Disaster Management Act passed by 
the Indian Parliament in 2005 and the 
National Policy on Disaster Management 
approved in 2009, wherein the primary 
responsibility of disaster management 
vests with the State Governments, with 
the Central Government laying down 
policies, guidelines, technical, financial 
and logistic support. At the grass root 
level, the district administration executes 
the requisite measures in collaboration 
with central and state level agencies 
through local Panchayats and Urban 
Local Bodies. The above framework is 
currently in the process of consolidation 
and capacity building and is effectively 
tackling variety of small scale disaster 
associated problems at district level. 
Conceptually, the Armed Forces ought 
to be called to aid the civil authorities 
only when the situation is beyond the 
capability of the civil administration. 
In practice, however, once the extent of 
disaster spreads over couple of districts, 
the armed forces form the core of the 
government response capacity and 
are the crucial immediate responders 
in all high intensity disaster situations 
along with National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF), para military forces, civil 
defence, home guards, police and the fire 
services.
    Analysis  of the past case studies 
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brings out that the defence forces, by 
and large, have been second responders 
— unless they are in geographical 
proximity of the disaster area, in the eye 
of the storm itself or when the impact 
area is large or remote. They de facto 
become first responders when the area 
in question requires acclimatisation — 
Leh and upper reaches of Uttarakhand 
are examples of this terrain. This was 

also evident during the tsunami rescue 
operations in 2004, the Kosi floods in 
2008, Cyclone Aila relief work in 2009, the 
Sikkim earthquake in 2011 and Cyclone 
Phalin rescue operations.
      Air rescue & relief operations have 
the greatest potential to minimise loss 
of life through timely search, rescue and 
provision of emergency medical aid to 
stabilise the survivor prior to moving 
for further medical assistance. Rescue 
operations in Uttarakhand in June 2014 
aptly bring about the stellar role played 
by the Armed Forces in rising to the 
occasion and saving thousands of lives in 
the short window of opportunity.

Case Study - Uttarakhand  Floods of 
2014
Billed as the biggest rescue operation 
in recent times, an estimated 100,000 
people were safely evacuated by the 
Army, Air Force, Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police and civil rescue workers during 
Uttarakhand’s 16-18 June 2014 deluge 
and flooding of the valley which affected 

1.6 million people and 4,200 villages 
in districts of Uttarkashi, Chamoli, 
Rudraprayag and Garhwal. Major 
landslides occurred at 110 places, 
washing out or damaging 154 bridges 
and 320 roads. The Kedarnath shrine area 
got totally cut off, especially the stretch 
between Gaurikund and Sonprayag.
During these two weeks, i.e. 15 to 30 
Jun 2014, the country witnessed one of 

the biggest heliborne rescue operations 
which can be studied & analysed as an 
air mobility response envisaged during 
an operational scenario, i.e., ‘reaction’ 
to a triggering event with the situation 
rapidly evolving and escalating, as was 
the case during Kargil Operations.
              Reacting    from   a  “Cold    Start” 
situation, based on preliminary 
reconnaissance sorties, IAF pitched in 
with 20 helicopters. Initially Air Force 
Station Sarsawa was made the nucleus 
as it had helicopters converging from 
Bhatinda and Hindon. For ease of 
operation closer to the actual scene, the 
base for medium-lift helicopters was 
shifted to Jollygrant at Dehradun. The 
number of aircraft had to be increased, 
peaking to 44 as the tempo of rescue 
built up based on the situation on 
ground. These machines included 23 
Mi-17, 11 ALH, 1 Cheetah, 1 Mi-26 Heavy 
Lift helicopter, 3 An-32, 1 IL- 76, 1 Avro 
and, 3 newly-acquired C-130J Super 
Hercules aircraft. The Army deployed 12 
helicopters. Deccan Aviation helicopter 

also pitched in along with 3 helicopters 
from Pawan Hans.
 The forces pushed the 
envelope, improvising ways and means 
to adapt to the circumstances. The Air 
Force decentralised the operations by 
distributing aircraft to 8-10 airstrips, 
which operated as small bases, so they 
could be closer to the areas of distress. 
Ways had to be found to fuel the aircraft, 

which were flying with virtually no air 
traffic control and negligible ground 
support. The aircraft managed to carry 
the fuel in barrels and refuelled when 
necessary. Makeshift helipads were built 
in Gaurikund and Jungle Chatti in the 
Kedarnath valley, but in many other 
places the aircraft landed wherever they 
found a patch. Looking at the hundreds 
trapped in narrow strips of land, dead 
in their midst, in the pieced up route to 
Kedarnath, helicopter pilots decided it 
was pointless to rescue a few and so they 
dropped army personnel specialising in 
jungle rescue, with food and medicines 
for the marooned people so they could 
survive a few more days. These army 
personnel fixed ropes to allow people to 
slither down to the safety of villages or 
broad roads wherever possible. Garud 
commandos were also brought in by 
IAF who descended on ropes to rescue 
where helicopter could not land to pick 
up casualties.
     IAF and Army helicopters, which 
were doing nonstop sorties needed to 
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be constantly refuelled from bowsers. In 
order to cut down refuelling trips, two 
FARPs (Forward Area Refuelling Points) 
were set up at Dharasu and Gauchar, 
respectively. Establishing these aviation 
fuel supply bridges through C-130Js 
was among the most difficult tasks. At 
Dharasu, an emergency ALG was created 
overnight with bulldozers, clearing 6-7 ft 
high bushes from the makeshift runway. 
Two C-130Js carried fuel to Dharasu, 
out of which the first one landed on 
June 22 morning on a landing strip of 
only 1,300 meters despite bad weather 
conditions and no navigation aids or 
communication facilities on ground, 
using RT of parked Mi 17 helicopter. 
It defuelled 8,000 litres of fuel into an 
empty bowser which was airlifted from 
Sarsawa by the Mi-26. Two IAF Disaster 
Management Communication Vehicles 
were also positioned at site.  At the 
culmination of the rescue phase, close 
to 20,000 personnel were safely airlifted, 
with IAF rescuing 18,424 persons, flying 
2,137 sorties and dropping/ landing 
3,36,930 kg of relief material/ equipment 
and laying claim to a world aviation 
record.

Contribution to National Security
Today, the contemporary definition of 
‘national security’ has expanded beyond 
protection of borders. It includes socio-
economic factors that influence the 
well-being of the nation and its diaspora 
in the extended neighbourhood. In a 
country as diverse as India, maintaining 
law and order as part of internal security 
is a great challenge wherein intermittent 
spurts of violence may require quick 
deployment/reallocation of forces within 
the country at a very short notice. Apart 
from the primary role, the armed forces 
will continue to play a crucial role 
during disaster management. Timely 
relief efforts in case of natural or man-
made disasters to mitigate the adverse 
effects of the calamity as also towards 
rehabilitation, the military machinery 
will have to keep itself at hot standby all 
the time.
           In this respect, during the last decade, 
we have seen India executing complex 
humanitarian missions. India continues 
to grow in power and capacity. With 
each passing year the response is getting 
stronger and more effective. Today 
India has emerged as an effective first 
responder, to be relied upon, in the region 
stretching all the way from the Gulf of 

Aden to Strait of Malacca. Be it Yemen or 
now Nepal, the performance has not only 
boosted our foreign policy but India has 
marked itself into reckoning as a rising 
power with the fastest growing economy 
that can no longer be ignored at the geo-
political stage. Since the change of guard 
at New Delhi in 2014, Indian foreign 
policy has been aggressively presenting 
India as a security provider, especially in 
its neighbourhood. The synergy among 
India’s political, diplomatic, intelligence 
and forces’ levels during these rescue 
operations has indeed been refreshing.

Strategic Outreach - Sustained 
Growth
Today, the IAF is in the process of 
transformation with an aim to become 
an “Aerospace power capable of 
conducting full-spectrum operations 
and extending its strategic reach from 
the Persian Gulf to the Strait of Malacca.” 
This incredible outreach can be judged 
by the recent evacuation of over 4,000 
Indian nationals and 900 foreign 
citizens from the war ravaged Yemen 
without any casualty or injury. The first 
Non-combatant Evacuation Operation 
(NEO) of 1,76,000 Indians from Kuwait, 
undertaken in 1991during the first Gulf 
War has emerged as the biggest airlift in 
history.  Rescue & relief operations during 
Tsunami of 2004 amply demonstrate 
our capability for quick and sustained 
response in our neighbourhood. Indian 
Air Force has been regularly air lifting 
mobile hospitals, engineer task force with 
special equipment, specialised teams of 
National Disaster Relief Force along with 
tons of relief material including blankets, 
tents, food, paramedics, stretchers, and 
medicines.As discussed earlier, rescue 
operations during Uttarakhand deluge of 
2014 amply demonstrates the tactical air 
mobility capability achieved.
       Indian  Air  Force has embarked on 
a well planned expansion drive, building 
up its air mobility capability from 2000ton 
to 5000ton by the middle of 14th Five Year 
Plan to protect nation’s security interests. 
C-130s and C-17s are well entrenched in 
service. Of the total helicopter holding 
of the IAF of around 400, nearly one-half 
consists of Mi-8/Mi-17 variants, making 
India as one of the world’s largest Mi-8 
and Mi-17 operators. Of these 150 + are 
the Mi-17 V5 variant, which fall under 
the armed helicopter category, with 
substantial firepower, sophisticated 
avionics and onboard navigation systems 

and the latest and more powerful engines 
than the earlier variants. It has onboard 
weather radar, state-of-the-art autopilot, 
is equipped with the latest generation 
night vision devices and is thus capable 
of undertaking all-weather, day-night 
operations in any kind of terrain. It can 
carry out an Out of Ground Effect Hover 
at elevations up to 6,000 metres and 
represents a great enhancement in the 
medium-lift helicopter capability of the 
IAF. Induction of Chinook, Dhruv and 
Apache will add further punch to its 
helicopter fleet.
       With  dedicated  service  specific 
satellites in the process of being launched, 
ISRO has been a great contributor in 
facilitating growth of the aerospace 
power segment. Today, India has 33 
satellites in orbit around the earth and 
one in the Martian orbit. These include 
12 communicationsatellites; 7 navigation 
satellites; 10 earth observation satellites 
and 4 weather monitoring satellites with 
day, night and cloud cover surveillance 
capability and Cartosat -2 at 0.65m 
resolution with one minute spot video. 
An unprecedented row of five national 
communication satellites are slated 
to be put in space this year, consisting 
of Internet user-friendly GSAT-19 for 
launch around May; GSAT-17 around 
June; GSAT-6A, which like GSAT-6, is for 
the Defence forces, in September; and 
its largest 5,000-plus GSAT-11 around 
December.

Road Ahead
As India marches towards its rightful 
place amongst the nations of the world 
and assumes its responsibilities as a key 
responder during crisis, both natural 
and man made, in the sub-continent, 
enhanced air mobility capability will 
help us to  secure national security 
interests and nation’s will in times of 
need by its reach, mobility, flexibility 
and quick response. It has the inherent 
capability to escalate and de-escalate 
a situation quickly with an ability to 
influence the environment in almost the 
entire spectrum of ‘conflict.

Air Marshal Suresh Chandra Mukul, 
PVSM, AVSM, VM, VSM, is from the 

fighter stream of the Indian Air Force. 
He is a former CISC at HQ IDS and 

former C-in-C Southern Air Command.
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THE FORGOTTEN STRUGGLE: 
INDIA’S POTEMKIN HOUR

Colonel Joseph Purakel

On 14 June 1905, the crew  of the 
Russian battleship Potemkin led the 
first abortive revolution against the 
oppressive conditions of the Tsarist 
rule. That moment of revolt is preserved 
and perpetuated in Russian culture, 
history and national consciousness.The 
world famous epic film by Eisenstein, 
Battleship Potemkin, (a milestone in 
cinematography) even today evokes a 
fervour in the minds of the audience.
           On 18 February 1946, Indian sailors
of  the Royal  Indian Navy  revolting against 
the oppression of their British officers, 
lowered the Union Jack on the ships in 
Bombay. The revolt spread to the ports 
at Karachi, Vizag, Madras, Cochin and  
Calcutta encompassing 10,000 sailors in 
eighty ships and shore establishments. 
Sadly, the saga of these heroic sailors are 
today just a mere footnote in our history 
and seldom known to many. A monument 
erected for these brave hearts at Colaba, 
Mumbai stands mute testimony to their 
forgotten valour.

The Prelude
The Second World War saw the rapid 
expansion of the Royal Indian Navy 
(RIN). In 1945, it was ten times larger 

than its size in 1939. Recruitment was 
no longer confined to martial races; men 
from different social and educational 
strata were recruited. The Second World 
War also changed global views and the 
Indian soldier was no exception to this 
change. Exposure of the Indian forces in 
many battle theatres during the World 
War made them realise that the British 
were not invincible and their post war 
experiences in the colonies made them 
realise that they were helping the British 
to oppress the peoples in the colonies, 
while their own country men were 
fighting  against the British oppression  
in India.
           The end of war meant demobilisa-
tion and unemployment. The variances 
of salary, accommodation and perks with 
the British counterpart and the harsh 
treatment of Indian soldiers by the British 
too exacerbated tensions. There were 
at least nine minor mutinies between 
March 1942 to April 1945. Labor unrest 
also rose with the closure of factories 
producing war like stores. Nationalism 
was further fuelled by the reminiscences 
of the Quit India Movement and the INA 
armed struggle. The  INA trials at Delhi 
was a rallying point of the time.

The Opening Gambit
HMIS Talwar was the signal-training 
establishment of the RIN at Bombay. With 
1500 officers and sailors on board, it was 
the second largest 
training centre 
in the whole 
Empire.  The 
squalor on board 
the Talwarand the 
harsh treatment, 
poor food and 
the racism of the 
British officers 
was brewing 
discontent in 
the sailors. A few 
sailors formed a 
clandestine group 
called ‘Azadi 

Hindi’ and planned to create general 
disorder and unrest on Talwar. On Navy 
Day, 1 December 1945, they painted 
‘Quit India’, ‘Inquilab  Zindabad’ and 
‘Revolt Now’ all over the establishment 
and chanted these slogans when 
Commander-in-Chief General Auchinlek 
came on a visit. BC Dutt, one of the 
leaders of the RIN Revolt stated in his 
memoir, ‘The barrack walls were no 
longer high enough to contain the tide 
of nationalism’. The Press gave ample 
coverage to this incidents and although 
the events were confined, word spread to 
all the ships and shore establishments in 
Bombay. Ratings openly began to discuss 
politics, read nationalist newspapers, 
set up a INA Relief Fund and submitted 
individual letters protesting against their 
plight.

Ripple Effect
On February 17, British officers ignored  
the ratings demand for decent food On 
18 February, 1500 ratings walked out 
of the mess hall in protest, a clear act 
of mutiny. Rejecting the appeals of the 
British officers they stated that ‘this is not 
a mere food riot. We are about to create 
history…a heritage of pride for free 
India.’ The ‘Strike Committee’ decided to 
take over the RIN and place it under  the 
command of national leaders. A formal 
list of demands called for release of all 
Indian political prisoners including INA 

MOTIVATION
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POWs and naval detainees, withdrawal of 
Indian troops from Indonesia and Egypt, 
equal status of pay and allowances and 
good Indian food. It also formally asked 
the British to quit India.The next day, 
ratings from Castle and Fort Barracks 
in Bombay, joined in the revolt when 
rumours spread that HMIS Talwar’s 

ratings had been fired 
upon.
  Only the Free Press 
Journal offered it’s 
columns to the ratings, 
as most of the Press 
were confused at the 
true nature of  events. By 
nightfall, AIR and BBC 
broadcasted the news 
of the RIN revolt  spread  
across the country.The 
next morning, sixty 
RIN ships harboured 
at Bombay - including 
the flagship HMIS 
Narbada, HMS Madras, 
Sind, Mahratta, Teer, 
Dhanush, Khyber, Clive, 
Punjab, wana, Berar, 
Moti, Jamna, Kumaon, 
Oudh- and eleven shore 
establishments, including 
the large Castle Barracks 
and Fort Barracks, pulled 
down the Union Jack 
and hoisted the three 
flags of the Congress, 
the Muslim League and 

the Communist Party. Under the ‘joint 
banner’ of Charka-Crescent-Hammer 
and Sickle, the ratings marched in 
thousands towards the epicenter, the 
HMIS Talwar. The dawn of February 
20, saw the revolt  spread to the naval 
stations at Calcutta, Karachi, Madras, 

Jamnagar, Visakhapatnam and Cochin. 
Nearly eighty ships, four flotillas, twenty 
shore establishments and more than 
20,000 ratings joined the revolt. In 48 
hours, the British in India had lost it’s 
Navy.
  A newly-formed Naval Central 
Strike Committee (NCSC) included 
representatives from all the ships and 
barracks of Bombay. Leading Signalman 
MS Khan and Petty officer Madan 
Singh were elected President and Vice 
President. The RIN renamed as the 
‘Indian National Navy’.Decisions were 
taken to follow a non violent form of 
struggle and obedience to nationalist 
leaders.
         However the nationalist leaders and 
parties adopted an ambivalent stand and 
no advice came from them. The British, 
deducing that nationalist leaders were 
not keen to support the uprising, Admiral 
Godfrey, the Flag Officer Commanding 
the RIN, reached Bombay to negotiate 
with the NCSC. The political inexperience 
of the young NCSC made them hesitate, 
and they accepted Godfrey’s demand 
that they return to their respective ships 
and barracks. Within an hour, army 
columns surrounded the barracks. In 
response, the ratings discontinued their 
hunger strike, broke open the magazine 
and prepared for battle.

India’s Potemkin Hour
The British on discovering that the 
Maratha soldiers ordered to attack the 
barracks, were sympathetic to the ratings, 
were replaced with British troops. Naval 
Rating Krishnan became the first martyr 
of the attack that followed. Spirited 
resistance against the attacks on both 
Castle Barracks and the ships resulted 
in a stalemate. That news of British 
naval ships sailing on to Bombay and 
the rumours of large casualties forced 
the NCSC to appeal to the national 
leaders for help. There was no help 
forthcoming from them but the people 
of Bombay rose in support. Thousands 
of people thronged the Gateway of India 
with fruits, milk, bread and vegetables. 
The ratings came by motorboats and 
collected the supplies. Shops and hotels 
of all communities in Bombay opened 
their establishments for free for the 
ratings. Indian troops did not intervene 
and turned a blind eye.
        The Bombay Students Union and 
the CPI called for a general strike and 
the NCSC appealed to the people to 
make it a success. Though the national 
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leaders of the time frowned upon this 
and called for normalcy the strike shook 
the city. The strong arm tactics of the 
British troops caused casualties in the 
population  and several military vehicles 
were torched in retaliation. The firing by 
troops around Parel resulted in several 
civilian casualties. Curfew was imposed 
in Bombay by dusk.
          At Karachi Harbour, HMIS Hindustan 
resisted British small-arms throughout 
the 21 February. The Gurkha and Baluch 
regiments had however refused to fire 
at them. On 22 February, the British 
positioned artillery around the ship, and 
once the tide ebbed, opened fire. As the 
Hindustan’s levels had dropped, it was 
difficult for the ratings to aim their guns. 
After an half hour bombardment and 
six ratings dead, the ship surrendered. 
HMIS Kathiawad, was racing towards 
Karachi in response to distress calls 
from Hindustan. However realising that 
Hindustan had been taken over, they 
turned course towards Bombay. HMIS 
Bahadur still continued resistance. The 
2nd Battalion of the Black Watch stormed 
the Bahadur and proceeded to capture 
the shore establishments on Manora 
island. The revolt in Karachi had been 
put down.

Surrender

Abandoned by the major political parties, 
the NCSC was disheartened. The British 
flew a British air squadrons over the 
ships as a force demonstrator. The RIAF 
bomber squadron at Jodhpur piloted by 
Indians had developed a sudden engine 
trouble. A 25 pounder gun fitted in an 
old ship fired salvos towards the Castle 
barracks and British destroyers from 
Trincomalee had positioned themselves 
off the Gateway of India. Admiral JH 
Godfrey went on air with his order to 
“Submit or Perish”.
     The NCSC leadership agreed that 
‘the debt of this blood has to be repaid 
a hundred fold’ and made order against 
any unconditional surrender. Sardar 
Patel intervened to assuage the NCSC of 
meeting their legitimate grievances but 
cautioned against continuance of the 
revolt. The NCSC were divided on the 
issue and the majority voted to call for 
cessation of hostilities. Ironically, Jinnah 
in his message specifically asked the 
Muslim ratings to surrender!
    On 23 February, at 6am, all ships 
surrendered. The troops of Thane based 
HMIS Akbar refused to surrender, but 
had to capitulate in face of bayonets. 
When HMIS Kathiawad reached the 
Bombay coast, it found the royal Cruiser 
HMS Glasgow blocking its way. In a last 
act of valiant defiance, the little Corvette 

threateningly aimed its12 pounder gun at 
the larger adversary. In deference to the 
brave show, Glasgow did not impede the 
ship from  sailing into Bombay harbour.
The surrendered troops would be housed 
in inhospitable conditions at Mulund 
Camp , totally ignored by the Indian 
political parties and leaders. A total of 
476 sailors were discharged from the RIN 
for participation in the revolt. Seven RIN 
sailors and one officer were killed and 
thirty three RIN personnel and British 
soldiers were injured.

Peoples Revolt
The movement had, by this time, inspired 
by the patriotic fervour sweeping the 
country, started taking a political turn. 
Public mood burst in scenes of the 
barricades of the French revolution. 
Stones met bullets at the barricades 
dotting the streets of Bombay. On 25 
February, the official tally recorded 228 
civilians and three policemen dead, 
and 1,046 people and 91 policemen and 
soldiers injured. The national parties 
called for calm.
     In Calcutta, the Union of Tramway 
Workers strike paralysed large parts of the 
country. In Majerhat in Calcutta, jawans 
and NCOs of the 1386 Indian Pioneer 
Company joined the strike. When the 
Commanding Officer slapped a Naik 
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Budhan Sahab, he was slapped back.
          The last NCSC statement released on 
the night of 22 February, read, ‘Our strike 
has been a historic event in the life of our 
nation. For the first time the blood of men 
in the Services and in the streets flowed 
together in a common cause. We in the 
Services will never forget this. We know 
also that you, our brothers and sisters, will 
not forget. Long live our great people. Jai 
Hind’.

Tributes 
Salil Chaudhury penned a revolutionary 
song in honour of the revolt in 1946 and 
a commemorative tribute was written by 
Hemanga Biswas, both veterans of the 
Indian Peoples Theatre Association and 
Marxists. Kallol, a play by Uptal Dutt ran 
to packed theatres in Calcutta till it’s later 
ban by the state Congress government. 
Incidentally, Stalin too had banned the 
film Battleship Potemkin, fearing unrest. 
The revolt also features prominently 
in the novel Bhowani Junction by John 
Masters.
      The  RIN  Revolt  has  since been 
renamed the Naval Uprising. In addition 
to the statue which stands in Mumbai 
opposite the sprawling Taj Wellingdon 
Mews, two prominent leaders of the 
Revolt, Madan Singh and BC Dutt, have 
each had ships named after them by the 
Indian Navy. The 2014 Malayalam movie 
Iyobinte Pustakam features the story of 

a Royal Indian Navy mutineer returning 
home along with fellow mutineer.

Postscript
Mr P V Chakraborty, (former Chief Justice 
of Calcutta High Court), Acting Governor 
of Bengal in 1956, asked Lord Clement 
Attlee, British Prime Minster, visiting 
India, at the Raj Bhavan “The Quit India 
Movement of Gandhi practically died out 
long before 1947 and there was nothing 
in the Indian situation at that time, which 
made it necessary for the British to leave 
India in a hurry. Why then did they do 
so?”
         In reply, Attlee cited several reasons, 
the most important of which were the 
INA activities, which fractured the  very 
foundations of the British Empire in 
India and the RIN Revolt which made 
the British realise that the Indian armed 
forces could not be trusted to support 
the continuance of the British Empire 
in India. Queried about the extent to 
which the British decision to quit India 
was influenced by Mahatma Gandhi’s 
1942 movement, Mr. Attlee’s lips winded 
in smile and disdain and uttered slowly, 
“Minimal”.
       The British had consistently feared 
united mass movements. Non violent 
movements could be suppressed, but 
they could not risk facing another ‘Quit 
India’, this time with trained veterans of 
the INA and RIN with recourse to armed 

struggle. A year later, they would depart 
before the Jewel in the Crown could rise 
in total revolt.

Colonel Joe Purakel is a veteran of the 
Regiment of Artillery. An alumnus of 

OTAA and DSSC he is leading a retired 
life devoted to writing and gardening.
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INDIA’S FIFTH GENERATION FIGHTER  AIRCRAFT

INDIA BANGLADESH DEFENCE AGREEMENT

After years of delay, India and Russia are likely to soon ink 
a “milestone” pact to finalise the detailed design for the 
fifth-generation fighter aircraft (FGFA) and move ahead with 
the multi-billion dollar co-development project. As per govern-
ment sources, almost all the ground work has been completed 
to finalise the deal for the design of the jet as well as some oth-
er critical issues. The contract is thereafter, likely to be signed 
sometime in the second half of 2017. The project dates back to 
2007, when India and Russia first inked an inter-governmental 
pact for the FGFA project.Three years later, in December 2010, 
India had agreed to pay USD 295 million towards the prelimi-
nary design of the fighter. The negotiations faced various hur-
dles in the subsequent years and the project was stalled, finally 
being revived after work on various co-development projects  
were expedited following the government’s renewed focus on 
modernisation of the armed forces.
        As the FGFA is being co-developed by both India and Russia, 
both countries will have equal rights over the technology. Thus 
the issue of technology transfers in this case does not arise and 
India will have the wherewithal to continue production. In the 
negotiations for the project, India had insisted that it must get 
all the required codes and access to critical technology so that it 
can upgrade the aircraft according to its requirements.
       The FGFA project received a fillip in February last year, when 
India and Russia had revived talks on the project after a clear-
ance from then Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar.Since then, 

multiple issues related to work share, intellectual property 
rights and technology transfer among others have been sorted 
out between the two sides, along with the monetary commit-
ments.

India and Bangladesh signed 22 agreements on 
April 8, 2017, in strategic sectors like defence 
and civil nuclear cooperation during Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s visit to India. In a 
joint statement after signing of agreements in Del-
hi, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a 
new line of concessional credit of $4.5 billion for 
implementation of development projects in Ban-
gladesh. Apart from that, Modi also announced 
$500 million of credit for defence procurement by 
Bangladesh from India.
       Defence pacts were the key deliverables from 
the Bangladesh PM’s visit which has been de-
scribed as ‘very very special’ by India. While an 
umbrella agreement on defence ties will encom-
pass all existing defence cooperation including 
joint exercises and training, Delhi will offer USD 
500 million  worth Line of Credit to Dhaka for buy-
ing defence equipment. This is the first such occa-
sion that India has extended a defence related Line of Credit to 
any South Asian neighbour. As of now, Bangladesh buys about 
80 percent of its defence needs from China. The defence deal 
is intended to chip away at this dependence on China and to 
allay Bangladeshi concerns with respect to seeing New Delhi as 
the prime threat. In toto, four defence-related agreements were 
signed, which include a defence framework pact and two MoUs 
between defence colleges.To appeal to sentiment, India also 

stressed the need for a defence relationship through the prism 
of the 1971 war of independence. This was explicitly underlined 
in the joint statement: “The two leaders agreed to foster mu-
tually beneficial and deeper defence cooperation, taking into 
account the illustrious history of cooperation which began with 
both forces’ joint operation during Bangladesh’s Great Libera-
tion War in December 1971”.
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SHEIKH HASINA MEETS WAR VETERANS AND WAR
WIDOWS
A significant aspect of the visit if Sheikh Hasina to 
India from 7-10 April 2017 was the honouring of 
the families of Indian soldiers who were killed in 
action (KIA), in the Bangladesh Liberation War of 
1971. Sheikh Hasina personally honoured seven 
of the families in a function organised in the 
Manekshaw Centre by the Indian Army, which 
was also attended by Prime Minister Modi. Over 
the next two to three months, the families of all 
the soldiers who laid down their lives for the 
cause of the Liberation of Bangladesh will also be 
honoured by Bangladesh. This has reestablished 
a strong emotional connect between the two 
countries which has been further bolstered by 
India now giving scholarships to the wards of the 
Mukti Bahini to study in India and also agreeing 
to provide free medical care to 100 Mukti Bahini 
veterans.
    Sheikh Hasina has thus looked back to the 
past, when the Indian armed forces fought 
shoulder to shoulder with the Mukti Bahini to 
get freedom for Bangladesh. While speaking at a 
reception organised by India Foundation in her 
honour, she spoke of the horrors of the genocide 
committed by Pakistan on her people and the fact 
that both India and Bangladesh shed their blood 
to Liberate Bangladesh. She spoke of getting 
together again to fight the common scourge of 
poverty and terrorism, symbolically through such 
cooperation.

  

SUPER-40 FOR IIT 
(JEE)

The Army’s Kashmir Super-40 initiative for 
coaching J & K youth for IIT Engineering Entrance 
Exams broke all previous records when 26 boys 
and two girls cracked the IIT-JEE Mains Exam 
2017. Conducted at Srinagar by the Army’s 
training partner, Centre for Social Responsibility 
& Learning (CSRL) and Petronet LNG, this year’s 
performance was the best wherein 28 successful 
students include nine from South Kashmir, ten 
from North Kashmir, seven from Ladakh and 
two from the Jammu region. Since 2013, this was 
the first batch in which 05 girls from Kashmir 
Valley were coached at Delhi out of which two 
have qualified. Apart from IIT’s, the students of 
Kashmir Super-40 have equally excelled in various 
other Engineering Colleges Exams throughout 
the country.
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BEL: Getting to the 
core of  Electro Optics 
Night Vision Devices (NVDs) work 
by collecting tiny amounts of light, 
imperceptible to the human eye, and 
amplifying it to a point we can easily see 
an image. NVDs gather ambient reflected 
light which emanates when starlight or 
moonlight falls on to an object. The front 
lens receives the reflected light made up 
of photons and sends it into an Image 
Intensifier Tube (II Tube). The light first 
falls on the Photocathode tube that 
changes the photons into electrons. The 
electrons are then passed on through a 
Micro Channel Plate (MCP), wherein 
their numbers are amplified through 
an electrical and chemical process. The 
electrons are then impinged against a 
phosphorus screen that changes the 
amplified electrons back into visible 
light (image), which is seen through the 
eyepiece. The image will be seen as a 
clear, green-hued, amplified, re-creation 
of the scene being observed.  

II Tube Generations
Night Vision and Electronic Sensors 
Directorate of the US Army has classified 
image intensifiers as Gen I, Gen II, Gen III, 
etc, based on the changes happening in 
manufacturing technologies. Generation 
I had a low gain and no MCP. Image 
intensifiers with MCP were subsequently 
developed and called Generation II. 
Both these had the Photo Cathode made 
of multi alkali material. Next came the 
image intensifiers which used GaAs as 
cathode material and a filmy layer coating 
on MCP, termed as Generation III. The 
definition of Generation IV would be an 
unfilmed MCP in the image intensifier. 
These are all technical issues, they tell 
how image intensifiers are produced, but 
not how they perform.
    Innovations   in   photocathode 
technology significantly reduced the 
tube’s noise and increased the signal 
to noise ratio which is the undisputed 
characteristic to describe the low light 
level performance of an Image Intensifier 
Tube.  The US government has recognised 
the fact that technology employed by 
different manufacturers varies, and 
itself makes little difference as long as an 
operator can see clearly at night.

Performance criterion of II 
Tubes
The generation number tells only how an 
image intensifier is manufactured. It does 
not tell anything about the performance 
of a tube. By 2001, the United States 
federal government concluded that a 
tube’s ‘generation’ was not a determining 
factor  of  a   tube’s   global   performance, 
and therefore the term was eliminated 
as a basis of export regulations. 
Consequently, the United States has 
based its export regulations not on the 
generation, but on a calculated factor 
called figure of merit (FOM). FOM is an 
abstract measure of image intensifier 
performance, derived from the number 
of line pairs per millimetre (resolution) 
multiplied by the tube’s signal-to-noise 
ratio. The Indian Army has understood 
the importance of FOM and all its recently 
released Request for Information (RFI)/
Request for Proposals (RFP) for Night 
Vision Devices specifically mention the 
required FOM.

BEL Optronic Devices 
Ltd (BELOP) II Tube 
manufacturing facility
BEL Optronic Devices Ltd (BELOP) — 
formerly BEL DELFT — a fully owned 
subsidiary of BEL  started manufacturing 

of 2nd Generation Image Intensifiers 
in collaboration with and as a Joint 
Venture  with BV DELFT Netherlands in 
the year 1994, as directed by the Ministry 
of Defence. This was aimed at having 
indigenous capability in India for such 
critical technologies.  Subsequently, 
the technology was upgraded to Super 
Generation and Hyper Generation grade 
with in-house developments. 

In 2012, the plant was upgraded to 
produce XD-4 II Tubes with technical 
know-how from Photonis, France, and 
about 40,000 tubes were supplied. The 
plant is presently being upgraded to XR-5 
grade with a capacity to produce more 
than 30,000 Image Intensifier Tubes per 
year. BEL also has plans to produce MCP 
indigenously with ToT from Photonis 
once the XR-5 is fully established.
      The typical values of FOM for various 
grades of image intensifiers that are 
produced at BELOP are given below:- 

Type of Image Intensifier Typical FOM
The plant set up by BELOP is a state-of-
the-art facility with a huge investment 
exceeding Rs 500 crores built on a total 
area of 13,608 sq mt and the built-up 
area of 8,650 sq mt. It has a workforce of 
about 130 permanent employees besides 
contract staff.  There are more than 200 
processes involved in the manufacture 
of XR-5 Image Intensifier Tubes and 
are controlled and monitored by highly 
qualified and competent engineers. 
BELOP has also established advanced 
test facilities to ensure quality and 
reliability of the II Tubes. BELOP is ISO 
9001:2008 certified. India is today one of 
the few countries in the world possessing 
this highly guarded technology. 
       This   facility   is   an   asset   worth 
mentioning among the top OEMs of II 
Tubes in the world and thus, provides the 
following strategic advantages to India:

 » National asset for indigenous 
manufacture of II Tube

 » Prompt and quick supplies
 » Effective product support of Passive 

Night Vision Devices with indigenous 
supplier of spares for II Tubes

 » No necessity of End User Import 
and Monitoring License for II Tubes 
procurement by OEMs of PNVDs.
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The yet again mutilation of two Indian 
personnel by Pak troops and/or their 
terrorists comrades in Krishna Ghati 
Sector opposite Battal in Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir (POK) on May 01 2017 
has raised the level of public ire that has 
been simmering since further heightened 
heckling of security forces by Kashmiri 
youth of the Valley’s ‘infected’ districts. 
Mutilations and more exposures about 
separatists and their Pakistani contacts 
have hardened Indian public opinion/ 
rhetoric like never before. Never had 
one heard Indian TV news anchors refer 
to separatists as’ Pakistan ke dalaal’ 
(Pakistan’s agents). Some commentators 
referred to them as pimps.
        Some top secret documents accessed 
by TV news networks, reveal various 
large amounts of money and their 
trail from Rawalpindi to Pakistan High 
Commission, New Delhi, to Valley based 
separatists. It is already known that 
stone- pelting youth, now even including 
girls, are paid Rs.500/- to 700/- a day and/
or Rs. 5000/- per month. Their arsenal 
no longer confined to stones/rocks,  
includes acid bottles/bombs and petrol 
bombs/Molotov cocktails. On 28 March, 
the Army had to resort to shooting down 
at least four stonepelters, including three 
children throwing acid and petrol bombs 
on Armed Forces.
           While the Army is reportedly planning 
punitive action against the Pakistan 
army at a time and place of its choosing, 
there are some meaningful calibrated 
measures the government must take on 
incriminating evidence – some of which 
it has had since earlier and some which 
has surfaced very recently-and pronto.
      Surgical  strikes  may  cause  lethal 
damage to Pak army and terrorists, but 
will not stop the ever rising level of bloody 
rioting by youth, who are being incited 
and paid by the separatists.Immediate 
actions the government must take are:

 » Stop the largesse/benefits to 
separatists, which should have been 

done ages ago.
 » Stop the totally ineffective house 

arrests and instead, put them in jails 
outside J & K State.

 » Expose Indian apologists/peaceniks 
and repeatedly criticise/condemn/
comment against them.

 » Publicise Army’s Kashmir ‘Super40’ 
initiative for coaching J&K youth 
for engineering entrance exams, 
breaking all previous records 
and overwhelming responses to 
recruitment into the Army, police 
and security forces.

 » Publicise Pak army’s atrocities in 
POK and Balochistan.

 » Take Pakistan to the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) on mutilations.

Interacting with this writer, Mr. Aman 

M. Hingorani, author of ‘Unravelling 
the Kashmir Knot’ (Sage), reiterated 
that mutilations by Pakistan are in gross 
violation of international law. There is 
nothing to prevent India from taking 
Pakistan to the ICJ at The Hague for 
condemnation, reparation and damages. 
The Simla Agreement and the Lahore 
Declaration do not preclude India from 
doing so. In any case, Article 103 of the 
UN Charter provides that in the event of 
a conflict between the obligations of the 
UN Members under the Charter and their 
obligations under any other international 
agreement, their obligations under 
the UN Charter shall prevail. India 
would be well within its rights to move 
the ICJ against Pakistan for breaching 
its international obligations. For the 
purposes of according jurisdiction to the 
ICJ, India could waive its Commonwealth 
reservation with respect of Pakistan to 
this limited extent. However, such legal 
action should not be confined to this 
barbaric act. Given the absence today of 
a military, diplomatic or political solution 
to the Kashmir issue, New Delhi must at 
least now make the legal reference of 
the Kashmir issue to the ICJ on the lines 
suggested in Hingorani’s book,which has 
been endorsed as the way forward by 
Justice M N Venkatachaliah and Justice 
A M Ahmadi, former Chief Justices of 
India, Justice Ruma Pal, former Supreme 
Court Judge and several strategic, policy 
and defence experts. Such legal reference 
will depoliticise the Kashmir issue, break 
the current political stalemate, check the 
ongoing violence and pave the way for 
a lasting and comprehensive solution 
which could enable India to reclaim parts 
of J & K illegally occupied by Pakistan and 
China.
       J & K  Chief  Minister  Mehbooba 
Mufti has made a bold statement,that 
only Prime Minister Narendra Modi can 
resolve the Valley’s imbroglio. It is high 
time to do so.

ACT WITH ALACRITY ON KASHMIR 
VALLEY AND PAKISTAN

Lt Col Anil Bhat

RAISINA HILL
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PROBLEMS OF PENSIONERS
Hony Capt Baldev Singh

Some of the common problems faced by 
pensioners are of a repetitive nature and 
can be reduced/ avoided if shared and 
understood by other pensioners. These 
common problems are as given below:

Not Giving Any Nomination in 
Bank Account. 
As per the existing rules, banks can pay 
the left over money in late individual’s 
account, to the nominee or to the next 
heir as per succession certificate from a 
court of law.The wife automatically can’t 
claim life time arrears of her late husband 
if she is not a nominee. There are cases 
where a widow had to wait for over 
one year to complete legal formalities 
in a court and claim the money. It is 
desirable for family pensioners to have 
a nominee in their bank account. The 
nominee should preferably be one of 
her children who is looking after her.

Wife’s Name is Different From 
What is Notified in PPO. 
If the two names differ, the banks 
don’t release family pension. This 
matter thereafter, has to be resolved 
procedurally with the help of Service 
HQ/ Record office/CDA. This whole 
process takes time and is a frustrating 
experience for the widow. Experience 
indicates that the mistakes could be 
related to spelling or variations due 
to extra words in one name i.e. Savitri 
Singh Mankar and Savitri Mankar. The 
best way to avoid future problems is 
to re-verify the name of wife as jointly 
notified in PPO with the wife herself 
and her certificates etc. Whereever there 
is a discrepancy, the same should be 
rectified at the earliest.

Non Submission of Life Certificate 
in Time. 
If the life certificate is not submitted in 
time, the banks can stop the pension 
payment. This is a precaution which 
banks take to detect fraudulent 
withdrawal from pension accounts of 
pensioners who are dead. All pensioners 

should ensure to submit the yearly life 
certificate every year in November, to 
avoid discontinuation of their pension.

Not Writing a Will.
Death is inevitable. If one is lucky he/she 
will die of ripe old age but the possibility 
of an unexpected/premature death 
due to accident/ disease can’t be ruled 
out. Therefore, prudence demands 
that everyone should write a ‘WILL’ 
immediately after retirement and revise 
it at regular intervals.

Problems Faced by NRI Pensioners. 
Many pensioners retire at a young age 
and settle down in a foreign country.
Many pensioners get the citizenship 
of the new country. Over the years, 
these pensioners start experiencing 
a lot of problems with their pension. 
Experience indicates that the problems 
of these pensioners are primarily caused 
due to non-submission/transit loss of 
yearly life certificate and non-adherence 
to procedural requirements of FEMA 
(Foreign Exchange Management Act). 
Such pensioners are advised to take 

appropriate advice from their bank 
and also take the help of a chartered 
accountant to meet the procedural 
requirements of the bank.
      Procedure of Lodging Complaints 
against Banks. Pensioners can utilise 
the complaint channels of a bank to 
lodge a complaint directly against their 
local bank with regards to their pension 
related issues as given below:

 » Online complaints pertaining to 
State Bank of India can be lodged on 
its official website i.e. www.sbi.co.in. 
Pensioners /account holders of SBI 
may lodge their complaints directly 
at dsparmy.customers@sbi.co.in or 
through SMS to type ‘UNHAPPY’ 
in its message box and send it to 
8008202020. Within 48 hours, an 
official from your nearest SBI branch 
will contact you to know about your 
problem and he will refer your case 
to appropriate agency for action. SBI 
has also started its 24X7 call centre 
to help its customers. They provided 
toll free number 08026599990(from 
mobile) and 18004253800(from 
landline and mobile). If issue 
still remains unresolved after 
the complaints then the Defence 
Banking Advisors (DBA) of SBI, who 
are specialists on Defence pensions 
may be approached at dba.army.sbi.
co.in

 » RBI, Ombudsman Scheme-2006. 
The Banking Ombudsman 
appointed by RBI is a quasi-judicial 
authority. The aggrieved person is 
required to file his/her complaint 
on a plain paper to any of the 15 
Banking Ombudsmen appointed 
by RBI. Online complaints can be 
filed at www.bankingobmudsman.
rbi.org.in. Pensioners can file 
complaints related to non-receipt/
delay of their pension related dues.

VETERAN’S ALERT
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The 1971 India-Pakistan warstands out 
on many counts. It was a barely two weeks 
long war fought in two separate theatres 
that severed off the distant Eastern half  of 
the then 24 years old Pakistan and which 
also liberated that Eastern chunk to 
become Bangladesh. Two other reasons 
for the military uniqueness of that war 
was that it featured amphibious tanks 
actually fighting afloat and it ended with 
93,000 Pakistan armed forces personnel 
surrendering to Indian Army. It was 
this West Pakistani force, aided by local 
Razakars, which had killed over 3 million 
Bengalis in the largest ever genocide 
since the Holocaust and raped up to 
4,00,000 women. A determined group 
of  Bengali youth who formed the Mukti 
Bahini (freedom force) were trained by 
Indian Army and became a valuable 
asset in operations against the rogue and 
barbaric Pakistan army.
      The title of the book refers to Pak 
army’s Chaffee tanks of American 
make deployed in East Pakistan. This 
book is the first of its kind to focus on 
the operations of Indian Army’s three 
armoured regiments deployed in the 
Eastern sector during that war. These 
regiments were 45 Cavalry (Cav) and 69 
Armoured Regiment (AR), equipped with 
amphibious PT-76 and 63 Cav, equipped  
with T-55 tanks—both manufactured 
and sold to India at political prices by 
the former USSR. Another aspect of 
this book is that it records the combat 
experiences of young officers and their 
troops, the ‘cutting edge’ of the nation’s 
military power. The junior leaders—
blooded in battle- brought victory and 
glory to their units and the nation. How 
despite contrary orders, deficiency 
in planning and paucity of logistics, 
the miracle of success was achieved, 
remains, as it often does, under a veil of 
secrecy. The author, then a young officer, 
lifts that veil to present an accurate and 
unbiased account of how 45 Cav, the only 
regiment raised post independence, with 
a mixed class composition, led the Indian 

advance into erstwhile East Pakistan and 
fought there.
         After 45 Cav’s ‘C’ squadron comman-
der got killed, the author took command.
This squadron completely destroyed 
Pak army’s 3 (Independent) Armoured 
Squadron and badly mauled its two 
infantry battalions and a company of the 
reconnaissance and support battalion, 
at Garibpur on 21 November 1971. The 
squadron then led the advance of HQ 
9 Infantry Division through Burinda 
– Jessore – Ramnagar - Daulatpur- 
Khulna, until ordered to halt tanks from 

assaulting across Bhairab River, for 
capture of Khulna on the afternoon of 16 
December 1971.
            The    book’s     battle    account    is 
noteworthy for the wide range of combat 
situations experienced by tank crews. 
Some of the nightmares the author relates 
are destruction of enemy tanks at a range 
of 30 metres on a foggy winter morning; 
the reactions of tank crews trapped 
between date trees while under rocket 
attack by F-86 Sabres; driving through 
800 metres of anti-tank minefield 
where trailing tanks have become 
mine casualties and floating down a 
tidal river in an amphibious tank, with 
jammed water propellers and enemy’s 
6 pounder coastal guns coming into full 
view.Such combat experiences provide 
valuable lessons to serving personnel. 
To that extent, the book not only informs 
and instructs but also entertains and 
educates the reader about the very basics 
of men in combat.
     There is an interesting account of 
then Defence Minister ‘Babu’ Jagjivan 
Ram arriving to address a gathering of 
over 100 Indian and foreign journalists 
to brief them about Pak army’s suicidal 
attack plan. The Defence Minister was 
accompanied by his wife and thecouple 
were photographed mounting a 
destroyed Chaffee tank. This picture fired 
the imagination of the Indian masses 
and subtly conveyed  India’s  resolve to 
invade and destroy the Pakistani forces 
and ensure the birth of a new nation – 
Bangladesh.The book also exposes Pak 
army’s barbarism and glaring leadership 
lacuna. Pakistani brutality towards 
Indian prisoners was in sharp contrast 
to the humane treatment meted out to 
the 93,000 prisoners taken by the Indian 
Army. Each Army, eventually has its own 
ethos.
       This book, worth reading by general 
public, must be read by all Indian armed 
forces serving and retired officers, as 
well as those of foreign armed forces, 
particularly Pakistan’s.

ARMOUR OPERATIONS IN THE 
LIBERATION WAR

Lt Col Anil Bhat

BOOK REVIEW
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On a first reading of the book “The 
Mahabahu BRAHAMAPUTRA”, I was left 
with the happy feeling that Dr KK Dwivedi 
(hereafter KKD) and his associates have 
crafted a persuasive narrative, supported 
by charming photographs which together 
will surely help every reader better 
understand the significance of Article 51 
A (g) of the Constitution of India, which 
enjoins that;

“It shall be the duty of every citizen of 
India to protect,and improve the Natural 
Environment including forests,rivers, 
lakes and wildlife and to have 
compassionfor allliving creatures.”

Being an Assam Government sponsored 
publication, it is natural that both text 
and illustrations would conform basically 
to the mandate of the Water Resources 
Department of Assam. And for that 
segment of readers, the book is a splendid 
summation of River Brahmaputra’s 
history over some 250 years past as also its 
present day potential and hazards when 
harnessed to enhance the life-sustaining 
needs of Assam’s masses. But for the lay 
reader, the attraction of the book will 
lie chiefly in the abundance of excellent 
photographs of peoples, places, flora and 
fauna of Assam as though anchored to 
the very physical presence and spirit of 

River Brahmaputra. But sadly, what was 
once a flourishing symbiotic idyll for man 
and all creatures, now appears groaning 
under stress of burgeoning human 
populace. For example, look at the size 
of fishes in Brahmaputra now and the 34 
pound Mahseer in the B&W photograph, 
caught in 1930 by Lieutenant Colonel 
John Masters who is perhaps better 
known for his book Bhowani Junction, 
in time turned into a thrilling Hollywood 
creation.
       Brahmaputra is truly one among the 
evolutionary marvels of Planet Earth, 
particularly the geometry of its channel, 
flowing  almost straight West-to-East for 
nearly sixteen hundred kms till thwarted 
by a chasm of steep cliffs of the two most 
beautiful-to-behold Himalayan peaks, 
Namcha Barwa and Gyala Pari (25,445 ft 
and 23,470 ft respectively, reverentially 
believed by the Tibetans to be the 
nourishing breasts of Goddess Pemako), 
then it disappears for all intent for about 
sixty kms into the depths of the world’s 
narrowest river gorge and on re-surfacing 
to open vision (hold your breath), takes 
a sharp turn South to enter Arunachal 
Pradesh! Another one hundred and 
eighty kms, it makes yet another dramatic 
turn but to true West, to enter Assam at 
Sadiya now flowing almost parallel but in 
the diametrically opposite direction to its 
channel in Tibet (creating the alphabet 
U) like no other river of the world. What a 
River and how exceptionally intricate its 
geometry!
      This is where KKD picks up his pen 
and wields his cameras in tandem with 
Dhritiman Mukherjee to showcase the 
Brahmaputra surging over the next about 
seven hundred kms which he aptly calls 
“A Moving Ocean”. But imagine the fancy 
source of this “ocean” atop the roof-of-
the-world, described by the Readers 
Digest’s “The Great World Atlas” (1960) 
as “the trickle oozing from the shadow 
of Mount Kailas is the Brahmaputra 
or the Maghang Tsangpo, that is, first 
and foremost the son of Brahma, the 
Creator of the Universe, one of the most 

worshipful Gods of Hindu Scriptures.”
      Around 1992, the Eastern Himalayas 
had figured in the World’s top ten Hot-
Spots of mega-biodiversity and KKD’s 
narrative shows that Assam had inherited 
much of that biodiversity. Two of his 
associate-authors have, however wisely 
expressed deep concerns of the galloping 
degradation and fragmentation of this 
Hot-Spot landscape which is home to 
wild Cultivars of several rice varieties 
besides citrous, banana and much 
else essential for human food-basket. 
Unfortunately, elected Governments 
have seldom demonstrated intellectual 
comprehension to heed such concerns 
and avert ecological disasters; instead 
they talk of building 46 dams in the 
Brahmaputra basin.
   Little wonder that India’s second 
recorded faunal extinction was the 
Pink-headed Duck whose stronghold, 
according to EC Stuart Baker’s book 
“Fauna of British India” was “in Assam, 
North of the Brahmaputra, mostly 
in the densest of jungles …flocks of 
twenty to forty Pink-headed Duck 
could be flushed..” Similarly, the Sarus 
Crane, the world’s tallest flying bird 
was once abundant in the wetlands of 
Brahmaputra but the species ceased to 
exist East of Siliguri, post the 1950s. The 
One Horned Rhinoceros was saved in the 
nick of time when EP Gee (a tea planter 
who gave us the first readable book “The 
Wild Life of India”) took the initiative to 
bring PM Nehru to Kaziranga in 1954 
and succeeded in convincing the Prime 
Minister for the inclusion of wildlife as a 
tenet of Government policy in the entire 
country.
       But      the      mystery    whether 
Brahmaputra was Sangpo at the source 
will be incomplete without mention of 
an unassuming Lepcha from Sikkim, who 
over four harrowing years had walked 
good length of Brahmaputra from South 
of Lhasa to the Pemakochung Monastery, 
best described in  “Spying For The Raj” by 
Jules Stewart in 2006;

MYSTERIES  AND  MARVELS  OF  
RIVER  BRAHMAPUTRA

Lt Gen. Baljit Singh, AVSM, VSM

39



SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER >> March 2017 - April 2017 >> salutemagazine@gmail.com     04

LEISURE AND LIFESTYLE

“The shabby figure, clad in tattered 
sheepskin tunic and worn felt boots, 
crouched with his gaze fixed on the 
swiftly flowing current.... Kintup spent 
the designated ten days by the river 
bank.....one by one, the especially 
marked logs were flung into the water. 
Once the job was done, the Pundit 
began to follow the Tsangpo downriver, 
expecting to be across the border into 
Assam, in British India, within a few 
weeks. When the Pundit got to the village 
Damro, which he reckoned was only 35 
miles from the border, he took the painful 
decision tomake for Lhasa.... back to his 
native Sikkim.Finally, on 17 November, 
1884...made what he envisaged would 
be a triumphal entry into Darjeeling. 
The Pundit’s report was filed away and 
forgotten, until in 1911, Colonel Bailey 
and Major HT Moresheadfollowed in 
Kintup’s footsteps and found the whole 
story was remarkably accurate.”
      Ultimately,  Bailey  succeeded  in 
getting him due recognition as “Kintup of 
Brahmaputra” first by a cash reward from 
Government of India followed by a medal 
from the Royal Geographic Society, 
London, in 1914. 
         The  book  wrongly  avers  on page 
16 that “Ian Baker, Ken Storm and Brian 
Harvey succeeded in kayaking through 
the canyon”. To the contrary, Baker states 
in his book “The Heart of the World” is that 
in November, 1993 the Japanese kayaker 
Yoshitaka Takei had perished even in 
calmer waters, beyond the canyon. And 
again on 25 October, 1998 a US team led 
by Lieut Colonel Wickliffe Walker met 
similar tragedy within seconds of Doug 
Gordon’s lowering his Kayak. And Baker 
with teammates had joined the last rites 
ceremony, performed three days later.
    So, let us respect and enjoy the 
Brahmaputra for what it is rather than 
tame or conquer it.

Commissioned in the Regiment of 
Artillery in July 1956,Lt Gen. Baljit 

Singh, AVSM, VSM, retired on 31 July 
1992 after 36 years of distinguished 

service. A keen sportsman, accomplished 
writer and noted environmentalist, he 
is an active promoter of Conservation 

of Nature, more so within and by the 
Armed Forces.
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ALMOND AND RICE PHIRNI: 
SIMPLY DELICIOUS

Aditi Pathak

A 

sweet dish to delight the heart of a 
connoisseur. Yet so simple to make—
and a dessert that will be relished by all.

Ingredients:

 » 1/2 cup rice soaked for about 1 hour
 » 1 cup overnight soaked almonds 
 » Almond milk 1 litre / or regular milk 
 » Gur/ Jaggery about half cup
 » Cardamom powder 1 tea spoon
 » Pistachios roughly chopped-for 

garnishing

Recipe:
We will start with finely grinding the 
rice in a blender. You can add a few 
tablespoons of water to ease the process, 
as the rice needs to be more fine. When 
this is done, remove the rice and keep 
aside. Next we need to get the almonds 
ready. Start by removing the skin. This 
is why overnight soaked almonds are 
best as it becomes very easy to remove 
the skin. Let the peeled almonds go into 
the blender and again some water may 
be added to ease the process. Blend till 
the almonds have turned into a smooth 
paste. Remove into another bowl. 
       Next heat the almond milk in a deep 
pan. I use almond milk but regular milk 
will also work fine with this recipe. When 
the milk comes to a boil, add the rice, stir 
and let cook for few minutes. Remember 
to stir frequently else the rice will form 

into a clump and sit at the bottom of the 
pan. After about five minutes you can 
add the jaggery. The jaggery I buy comes 
in small circular mounds of similar size. I 
use just shy of two of such mounds. This 
should amount to about half a cup but if 
you have doubts then add the jaggery in 
portions checking the sweetness along 
the way. When the jaggery is melted and 
you are happy with the sweetness then 
you can go ahead and add the almonds 
blended earlier. Mix well and continue to 
stir. Cook for another two minutes.
      The consistency of this dish is best 
if it is slightly thick but if your Phirni is 
looking runny then just let this cook 
a little bit more on low heat. Once the 
consistency looks about right add the 
cardamom powder and stir it well into 
the dish. Now you can turn off the flame 
and let this dish cool. When it is no longer 
warm, place it tin the fridge for further 
cooling. Phirni is best served chilled, so 
it would require at least a couple of hours 
in the refrigerator, before it is ready to be 

served.
       Before serving remember to garnish 
with the pistachios you prepared earlier. 
This dessert is so delicious and so light 
on the stomach that I could easily eat 
two whole cups of this at once! And there 
is the additional advantage that this dish 
contains almond nuts and jaggery, which 
makes it very healthy too!

     
   

Ms Aditi Pathak Is based in Singapore. 
Widely travelled and from a Services 

background,cooking is one of her many 
passions.
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Two recent attacks on India’s security forces, though far away from each 
other—one by Maoists on CRPF men in the jungle infested terrain of central 
India, and the other by Pakistanis on Indian troops on the LOC—have 
both highlighted the importance of drones in battling such adversaries. It 
is precisely for its force multiplier effects that the ‘drone’ has emerged as a 
favourite weapon of the powerful western countries, particularly the US: as 
it gives them hi-tech capabilities with no damage to the lives and equipment 
of its soldiers or drone operators, since drones are mostly invisible, operating 
from as high as 50,000 feet—until they strike. Officially called the UAV 
(unmanned aerial vehicle), it can hover in the skies for up to 24 hours to 
watch every action of the adversary, unseen, until it delivers death!

Until now though, India has only been using UAV’s for surveillance along the 
volatile Line of Control (LOC), since successive governments in Delhi have 
been advised—by the doves in Delhi—not to confront the Pakistanis and their 
cross border terror apparatus with this weapon system, fearing an escalation. 
As for using UAV’s in their passive role against the Maoists (as is done on 
the LOC) for early warnings and reconnaissance, the Home Ministry, that is 
responsible for anti-Maoist operations, either lacks the vision or the funds, to 
do so. But this is just the weapon that Indian troops need to get back at their 
attackers, effectively, with focused and punitive use of drones, which serves 
the multiple roles of surveillance and the pin pointed elimination of targets, 
when required.

The US and Israel have done this for years, and even though India’s politicians 
love to cite their examples as ‘hard’ States, India’s leadership has fought shy of 
using this option. But limited punitive strikes—at Pakistan’s terrorist launch 
pads and camps along the LOC—would to begin with, serve as a deterrent 
to the Pakistan army. Moreover, it would relieve the pressure on the Indian 
government ‘to do something’, since ‘surgical strikes’ cannot be undertaken 
frequently, but drone attacks can be a tit for tat action.

Apparently, one reason why New Delhi withheld from publicly displaying the 
evidence of the ‘surgical strikes’ was that some Pakistani army personnel were 
eliminated in those attacks on terror launch pads, since they operate closely 
with their jihadi proxies. India feared that an embarrassed Pakistani army 
would have been forced by public opinion to escalate matters. It is for such 
reasons that the aggressive use of drones would serve a clinically efficient 
purpose on the LOC, whereas in the Maoists/ naxal infested jungles, they 
can certainly serve as an early warning tool against groups of Maoists/naxals 
planning an attack.

Despite the objections of human rights groups—as a study by the Columbia 
University’s Law School’s Human Rights Institute estimates that as high 
as 98% of drone strike casualties are civilians (50 for every one “suspected 
terrorist”)—the US has undertaken in recent years, drone attacks on 
‘suspected terrorists’ in the tribal regions of Pakistan and Yemen, as also in 
Afghanistan and Somalia. US experts on its usage say that drones operate like 
any other military aircraft, except that its pilot is on the ground and not on 
board, so there isn’t a need for new rules. One estimate says that over the next 
decade, about 30,000 drones will be flying around in US air space itself. By 
2012, the US had commissioned about 20,000 drones—following extensive 
lobbying by military manufacturers like General Atomics and Lockheed 
Martin—with countries like the UK, Russia, and China following suit. There 
is no reason why India shouldn’t seriously revisit its long standing passive 
stand and go beyond the use of drones for intelligence gathering, but also 
now employ drones to strike its foes.

For more details on Maroof Raza, visit:  maroofraza.com

USE DRONES                          

Maroof  Raza

MORE
AGRESSIVLY
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