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In many respects, 2015 can be considered as a
watershed year. Just two decades ago, in 1995,
India suffered about 4000 fatalities, in inci-
dents related to terrorist violence and insur-
gencies. That high dropped to 1212 fatalities in
2005, and further dropped to just over 700
fatalities in 2015, of which 379 fatalities per-
tained to terrorists killed by the security forces.
This indeed is a remarkable turnaround by the
security forces and the Indian state. From the
previous year itself, the fatalities have declined
by close to 30 percent, making 2015 by far the
most peaceful year in India, in decades. There
were 175 civilian fatalities in terrorist violence
throughout the country in 2015, of which 88
were in LWE affected areas. This marks a turn-
ing point in the war against terror, which must
be exploited through political means to bring
about lasting peace.
The social media as a counterpoint to the

mainstream media has resulted in democratis-
ing information at a scale never seen before,
which can but augur well for the country.
Information today is all pervasive, and thank-
fully, is no longer the sole preserve of the gov-
ernment or the big corporate, though they
continue to exercise great influence on its con-
tent and disbursement. Just as the fourth
estate acts as a check on the government and
its functioning, the social media has levelled
the playing field by putting into public
domain, what the fourth estate is loathe to do.
While the social media too has its pitfalls, over
time, balance will set in which is a positive for
the India growth and development story. We
are living in the age of information, and infor-
mation today is power. Democratisation of
information has put that power, or at least a
semblance of it, firmly in the hands of the peo-
ple. This is a lesson the armed forces must take
note of, as future conflict will have informa-
tion at its core.
The change of government at the Centre in

2014, has heralded a change in decision mak-
ing, which at last has picked up pace after a
decade of inertia. The political authority has
shown its intent in pushing through proposals
for fast tracking growth, which has been
reflected through 2015. That is indeed a cause
for cheer. The instruments of governance how-
ever, continue to be a cause for concern, as
India’s bureaucracy is wedded to its old sloth-
ful ways of delaying decisions and avoiding
accountability. Reinvigorating the bureaucra-
cy remains a challenge, which still remains
rooted to working with twentieth century
mindsets to confront the challenges of the
twenty-first century.
On the defence preparedness front, the

Make in India programme is making headway,
albeit slowly. While the progress is slow, it
appears that defence reforms are back on track,
though resistance by certain self interest
groups and the general inertia of the bureau-
cracy threaten to derail the system, with the old
approach of licence-manufacture, continuing
to find resonance in the corridors of power.
There is no alternative for India but to

design and manufacture our defence needs at
home, if we wish to see ourselves free from the
clutches of foreign military vendors.
Screwdriver technology, as showcased by the
Defence Public Sector Units is not indigenisa-
tion, regardless of the spin put out on it by
those heading such organisations. Indian
design, development and manufacture must
be the keystone for the defence sector, which
by itself can improve the nations GDP by a
point or two, besides enhancing the country’s
technological base and providing employment
to millions. The challenges are many, but a
concerted effort by the political authority, in
sync with the Armed Forces, the public sector
and the private sector, can deliver the requisite
end result. That will remain the defining chal-
lenge for 2016. Happy Reading.
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GENERAL SPEAK

05

In a strange twist of fate, it was the
gallant display of courage, selflessness
and fortitude shown by the soldiers of
the Indian Army in Sudan during the
Second World War that led to the
germination of the seed for the
foremost military academy of the
world, - the National Defence Academy
(NDA). Once again, the Indian Army is
battling in Sudan to maintain peace
under the auspices of the UN, this time
led by officers of the same NDA which it
helped form nearly 65 years ago! After
the second great war ended, a grateful
nation of Sudan presented a handsome
cheque of 100,000 pounds to lord
Linlithgow, the then Viceroy of
undivided India, to build a war
memorial to honour the many Indian
officers and men who had made the
supreme sacrifice in Sudan.

At the same time, Field Marshal Sir
Claude Auchinleck, the then C-in-C
India, having observed the dynamics of
the second world war, was
contemplating the setting up of a joint
training academy of all three services to
affect jointmanship and synergy of
operations for future wars. A high
powered committee was formed to
study similar institutes around the
world and then draw up a blue print for
India. In the end, no institute was found
which had the planned ethos
contemplated for NDA. In the event,
drawing some inspiration from West
Point of USA, in the interim the Joint
Services Wing was established in the
premises of the Railway Staff College at
Dehradun. After detailed
reconnaissance across the length and
breadth of the country, Khadakwasla
was chosen as the venue for the NDA.

Its climate, availability of land and the
rolling hills, besides the proximity of the
Pashan lake, tilted the choice in its
favour.

In the meanwhile, the partition had
taken place and Pakistan Army went its
own way. With due magnanimity and

fair play, India gave 30,000 pounds of
the initial grant by Sudan to Pakistan
and kept the balance 70,000 pounds
which formed the corpus to start the
construction of the Academy.
Interestingly, Pakistan Army failed to
follow up on the idea of a joint training
academy! Pandit Nehru as Prime
Minister laid the foundation stone at
Khadakwasla on 06 Oct 1949. The
construction began and the Academy
was nearly ready by January 1955.

The war memorial concept of Sudan
manifested as the imposing and
resplendent Sudan Block, till today
equally feared and revered by all NDA
alumni. Its sandstone façade and grand
staircase give it a truly mesmerising
feel. The hut of remembrance, which
was built mostly by ‘Shram Dan’ of
respective generation of cadets is a later
addition. The transfer of the JSW from
Dehradun (Clement Town) took place
with military precision, with the whole
exercise being called ‘Operation Badli'.
The move was smooth and without a
glitch. A princely sum of Rs 5/ was the
compensation paid for damages! The
JSW had started with about 170 cadets
and comprised of two squadrons. The
first JSW course gave us three service
chiefs.

Today, the National Defence
Academy stands as a testament to the
faith and belief of those who visualised
it. It is the finest training academy in the
world, without parallel. Even today, it
conforms to the highest and exacting
standards of training and excellence in
all spheres and is the premier crucible
of leadership feeding the three services
with young officers of impeccable
standards and sterling qualities. Let us
revel in its glory and pray it continues to
be a beacon of steadfast devotion to
duty, valour and sacrifice.

NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY
THE CRUCIBLE OF LEADERSHIP

Lt Gen Sudhir Sharma
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India is the central
and most diversely
populated entity of
the South Asian
region, and as such,
incidents and
events in the region
have a direct or
indirect bearing on

India’s security environment. The
security risks in South Asia are often
dictated by its complex ethnic construct,
its religious diversity, its colonial legacy,
and increasingly by external influences
like religious terrorism.

The term South Asia traditionally
denotes countries located in the sub-
Himalayan region. In the classical
geopolitical context, South Asia has
become synonymous with SAARC, and
includes the countries of India, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Sri Lanka and Maldives. However for this
report, Myanmar is also included as part
of the region as it has strong linkages to
the region, serves as the gateway to
South-East Asia, and incidentally has
applied for full membership of SAARC.

South Asia is home to over one fifth of
the world’s population (the largest
market), immensely diverse on all counts
(geography, religion, ethnicity, and
economy), rich in resources (human and
natural), and dominates the Indian
Ocean through which moves more than
80 per cent of the world’s seaborne trade
in oil. It is also the most ‘consistently’
turbulent region in the world, containing
the Af-Pak region (the epicentre of
terrorism), two hostile nuclear powers,
multiple insurgencies, vast population of

illiterate and unemployed youth, and
potential for catastrophic natural
disasters (earthquakes, floods and
epidemic). Also significant in this context
is internal political instability of most of
the countries (Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Nepal, Bangladesh, Maldives and
Myanmar) for its uncertain impact on
the security environment. The
withdrawal of US troops from the region
presents many uncertainties as regards
security, economy, and domestic
politics.However, it is Islamic terrorism
that dominates the security concerns in
the region. Taliban and al Qaeda
continue to have their bases in
Afghanistan and Pakistan. The upsurge of
Islamic State (IS) has ambitiously led the
group to proclaim its sub-Caliphate in
the South Asian Region as ‘Wilayat
Khurasan’. In Afghanistan, it has gained
limited control of territory and is
engaged in a turf war with the Taliban. In
Pakistan, the group has established links
with already established terrorist groups
in the country and is coordinating
attacks with them. In Bangladesh too, the
group has taken responsibility for some
attacks including one on a foreign
national. There is also the ever-
increasing trend of South Asians
travelling to Syria and Iraq to take part in
the fighting. Although the number of
foreign fighters from South Asia remains
low as compared to those from other
parts of the world, the possibility remains
high, of South Asian fighters joining the
IS’s fight, not just in Syria and Iraq, but
also back home in South Asia. There has
been either unwillingness or incapability
on part of the governments and security

forces in these countries to undertake
decisive actions against the terrorist
groups operating on their soil.

Afghanistan, a landlocked country
that shares its borders with six countries,
has witnessed large-scale political
instability and conflicts since the Soviet
invasion of 1979. The government in
Afghanistan has struggled to extend its
authority beyond the capital, and the
security situation in the country
continues to remain volatile.Of late,
adding to complexity, is the emergence of
Islamic State (IS) on the country’s
domestic terror scene. The growing
influence of the IS in Nangarhar province
of Afghanistan has turned this region into
the battleground of a “turf war” between
Islamic State and Taliban. The two groups
are likely to continue to fight for
territorial gains, which are also linked to
economic gains of controlling the
lucrative opium and mining trade in the
region. The most critical challenge for the
present Afghanistan government is to
stop the Taliban from gaining more
ground, maintain law and order in the
regions that are under its authority and
control, while forging and sustaining
national unity among the various ethnic
groups (Pashtuns being the largest,
followed by Hazaras, Tajiks and Uzbeks).

Terrorism in Pakistan is an immensely
complex multi-dimensional
phenomenon with many sub-texts to
include the impact of what goes on in the
Af-Pak region, the internal Sunni-Shia
fault line and the rise of IS. Incidents of
sectarian attacks on the minority Shia
community continue to dominate
headlines. The Pakistani Taliban or TTP

SECURITY OUTLOOK IN INDIA’S
NEIGHBOURHOOD

Review of South Asia - 2016
Lt Col Sushil Pradhan
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(the faction led by Mullah Fazlullah
which is not loyal to IS) continues to
launch attacks on the Pakistani state, and
retains the capability to mount
devastating attacks despite the military
offensive, Zarb-e-Azb. IS’s growing
influence increases the possibility of
sectarian attacks on the Shia and
Christian communities, particularly in
Karachi, with direct consequences for the
business climate.  2016 thus appears to
be another year of challenges for the
government in general and the military
and intelligence establishment in
particular.

India, after a period of stemmed
growth, is steadily on a faster growth
path. However major challenges relating
to terrorism, both transnational and
domestic, sporadic instances of violence
on religious and ethnic grounds,
widespread poverty, unemployment and
illiteracy need to be addressed in order to
sustain the momentum as also to make
the growth inclusive to encompass a
wider cross section of the population.

Nepal’s transition to a parliamentary
democracy has been far from being
smooth. The opposition to the
Constitution from various ethnic
minorities that live in the Terai (plains)
region bordering India, and its adverse
impact on Indo-Nepal relations, is a
visible trend for 2016. China’s attempts to
capitalise on this instability will further
add to the power play and tensions
within the country.

The outcome the elections in
Myanmar will be the main determinant
for the future of the nascent democracy
in the country, as the military junta
reluctantly hands over control to a
democratically elected government.
Another defining factor for the stability of
the country is the future of the peace deal
(signed in October 2015) between the
government and various ethnic
insurgent groups that have been fighting
the government for long. The
persecution of the Muslim Rohingya's
may lead to a creation of another
potential hotspot for recruitment by
Islamic terrorist groups.

In Maldives, the current President

Yameen has been constantly attempting
to undermine the popularity of former
President Nasheed; this conflict led to the
declaration of an emergency. This political
conflict has given rise to increased
instability in the political space, creating
potential for intervention by the religious
extremist elements of the society.

Bhutan remains an ‘oasis’ of peace in
the volatile South Asian region, owing to
political stability, general peace and slow
but study transition to a democratic form
of governance. However, the country is
dealing with some level of ethnic divide,
issues of drug trade and presence of
insurgent groups from neighbouring
countries, which seek safe havens there.

A distinctive trend for South Asia is the

rise of Buddhist extremism. In Sri Lanka
and Myanmar, both majority Buddhist
countries, Buddhist extremist groups
have entered the political field. Such
groups have come to dominate the
religious as well as political debates in
these countries, and this has created a
sense of insecurity amongst the minority
communities. In Myanmar, it has
intensified the crisis of Rohingya
refugees, who are fleeing the country to
escape persecution, whereas in Sri Lanka
this phenomenon is further alienating
the Tamils and the other minority
communities.

The region is also acutely susceptible

to natural disasters such as earthquakes,
floods, landslides, cyclones, tsunamis
and epidemics. The reality that the
governments of the South Asian
countries remain ill-equipped to handle
such disasters, both in terms of policy
direction and resource allocation, the
potential for catastrophic consequences
to life and property remains high.

In 2015, the security climate remained
a cause for concern, and this instability
and uncertainty is likely to persist in the
ensuing year. The security environment
in the region has to deal with traditional
security threats (inter-state conflicts) as
well as multiple non-traditional security
threats (terrorism, floods, climate
change, ethnic conflicts and separatist

movements). The potential for external
influence and intervention remains, if
the South Asian countries do not manage
these challenges internally.

Lt Col Sushil Pradhan (retd) is the
Director for Consultancy and Services at

MitKat Advisory Services, a premium
risk management consultancy which
operates in South Asia and is based in

India. He has extensive expertise in risk
assessment and evolving risk

management strategies in difficult
geographies specific to India, South
Asia, Africa and distressed regions of

West Asia.
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The Challenge
H o m e l a n d
Security (HLS) has
become one of the
f o r e m o s t
challenges facing
nations across the
globe. The threat
spectrum is getting

more diverse, diffused and complex, with
a curious mix of mix of crime, organised
crime and terrorism. The vicious cycle of
violence causing massive devastation and
distress in many regions across the globe
has religious as well as ethic overtones. A
variety of technological, political,
economic and cultural influences also
continue to shape the contemporary risk
spectrum.Internet, social media and
evolving technologies are profoundly
impacting the narrative. The dramatic
capture of Mosul by ISIS, beheadings of
Western and Arab hostages widely
disseminated on social media, fear of
radicalisation of youth, and explosive
increase in cyber threats are all part of this
increasingly complex narrative.

Homeland Security
Against this backdrop, every nation’s
security agencies have a critically
important mission to safeguard the
nation’s critical assets, most importantly
its citizens. Axiomatically, these agencies
now need more potent means and tools
to perform their duties. In order to stay
ahead of the bad boys, they must
adequately understand and leverage
technology. Homeland Security
essentially relates to safeguarding
national assets from potential threats that

can lead to disorder, loss of citizen’s lives
and destruction of public and private
property. The ‘Homeland Security
Management’ landscape primarily
comprises of the following elements:
• Border management (air, land, sea,
immigration, cargo)

• Critical infrastructure protection
• Counter terrorism (sense making &
response)

• Public safety and providing an
environment where business and
commerce can flourish

• Disaster management

HLS Management – Need for a
Comprehensive, Co-ordinated
Approach
HLS Management involves actions along
multiple areas of national focus and
governance, and requires synergy of effort
among various stakeholders - the
Government, citizens and industry. In
addition, in view of internationalisation
of crime and terror (including at sea), and
common consequences of
environmental challenges and disasters
across borders, there is a need for
coordinated approach among nations of
the world, most importantly with
geographical neighbours.

A coordinated HLS approach would
involve interconnected and
complementary initiatives, which
reinforce capabilities and not duplicate
them. It involves an articulation of an
overall strategy, policy and framework for
security, safety and emergency
management as well as detailed
execution plan, earmarking of forces and
providing them with capabilities to

execute the tasks.
Some of the important action areas

that would help in defining and achieving
HLS objectives are:
• Articulation of Strategy: Outlining
mission, objectives and key initiatives in
various areas of national endeavour. The
strategy must be dynamic and be
reviewed periodically for relevance.
• Enunciating a Comprehensive Policy
Framework: This would involve laying
down roles and responsibilities of
participating agencies and parameters for
private-public participation, including
guidelines for periodic policy revision
across agencies.
• Critical Infrastructure Protection
Planning: Creation of a comprehensive
national critical infrastructure protection
plan by active participation of experts
from government and industry on IT,
security, safety, business continuity,
disaster management and cyber
forensics. This will require harnessing and
exploiting appropriate technologies to
develop effective protective solutions.
• Intelligence management: HLS
management would involve creation of a
formal structure for intelligence
management and institutionalised
mechanism for inter-agency
collaboration by leveraging IT systems. 
• Response: Modernisation of forces
earmarked for response in terms of
equipment and training. A clearly
enunciated incident management and
emergency response plan would form an
important part of an overall HLS plan.
• Medical Emergency Plan: A
comprehensive HLS plan must include
earmarking and training of health care

HOMELAND SECURITY
MANAGEMENT

Pointers to Technology Intervention
Col Amit Pandey
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providers for incidents of catastrophic
magnitude and catering for adequate
reserves of medicines and vaccines.
• Citizen Participation: Participation of
citizens including organising and training
citizens’ bodies in vigilance, relief and
rehabilitation actions would be a key
element of such plan.

Critical Success Factors
In the under-mentioned paragraphs, I
have analysed the critical success factors
(CSFs) for HLS. Technology Intervention
is a recurring theme – today technology
can be leveraged in significant ways to
add teeth to HLS – prevention, response
as well as investigation. CSFs include:
• Proactive Stance: Terrorists draw their
strength from surprise and its antidote is
proactive intelligence. Criminals operate
with impunity in areas where lines of
authority criss-cross, or where
governance is weak or where no one is in
charge. Security against crime and terror
is therefore more about prevention, pre-
emption, deterrence and mitigation
rather than containment and restoration.
This can be achieved by seeking
actionable intelligence – technology can
help in preventive surveillance, data
collection, collation and synthesis,
working out actionable intelligence and
initiating proper response.
• Inter-Agency Collaboration: Sound
HLS delivery involves close integration nd

coordination among plethora of agencies
with complex functional and reporting
structures and relationships. Effective
collaboration between them is essential
and requires strong policy framework, as
well as clearly articulated processes and
protocols. Technology intervention to
transform the collaborative framework
from being ‘policy driven’ to ‘process
driven’ is an idea worth exploring.
• Force Modernisation: Safety and
security in this context requires a ‘lean
and mean’ force, with agility, surgical
precision and optimum lethality – these
should be the key drivers for force
structuring and equipment philosophy.
• Citizen Participation: Active
involvement and participation of citizens
serves as a ‘force multiplier’ owing to its
potential for supporting the key elements
of security management (protection and
prevention, situational awareness,
decision making and response).
Imaginative and effective exploitation of
tools of information and communication
technologies (ICTs) for education and
awareness, information exchange,
dissemination and opinion moderation
will be a key factor in achieving the
desired end state.
• Private-Public Participation: The
corporate sector owing to its vast
potential and resources in terms of
technology, innovation and expertise is a
key partner in this endeavour. The policy

framework must encourage greater
public-private participation, allowing
access to and adoption of latest
technologies as well as leveraging global
expertise in securing our societies.
• Policy Review and Coordination:
Drivers of threat evolution and
technology innovation would demand
agility of management systems requiring
periodic policy reviews. These reviews
shall require effective coordination across
participating agencies and wings of
government to retain strategic alignment
and coherence, and application of
automation and IT would be the key to
achieving this.

Conclusion
Homeland Security Management is a
complex and challenging endeavour. The
threats, vulnerabilities and risks continue
to evolve and grow – so does the task of
agencies charged with the duties of
protecting people and critical national
assets.

The need for a comprehensive,
integrated HLS management is well
understood. It would involve a clear
articulation of an overall strategy, policy
and framework for intelligence, security,
safety and emergency management as
well as detailed execution plan,
earmarking of forces and providing them
with resources and capabilities to execute
the tasks. Modern technology offers
means and opportunities for overcoming
traditional impediments and barriers to
efficiency and synergy, and must be
exploited to the maximum for
achievement of envisaged objectives.
Participation of corporate sector as well
as citizens must be encouraged. Finally, in
view of the ever-evolving scenarios, HLS
policies, processes, execution plans and
capabilities must be reviewed
periodically and in light of incidents/
emergencies to remain relevant.

Colonel Amit Pandey (Retd) is the
Director Risk Management at MitKat
Advisory Services. An alumnus of

Defence Services Staff College, he is an
acknowledged thought leader, author

and speaker.
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India’s requirements of homeland
security need to be viewed not only in
context of the turmoil due social change
but in backdrop of a dyed-in-the-wool
anti-India China-Pakistan nexus that has
been in existence for the past five
decades. Nawaz Sharif may say war with
India is not an option but then Sartaj
Aziz says “Pakistan should not target
those terrorist organisations that are not
attacking Pakistan” - read LeT, JeM, JuD
etc. Chou-en-Lai had advised Pakistan in
early 1960s to prepare for prolonged war
with India and raise a militia that would
fight behind enemy (Indian) lines.
Chou’s continuing distaste for India was
further indicated in April 1971 when he
told a visiting Pakistani delegation that
“India was responsible for the present
turmoil in East Pakistan”. Describing the
meeting, F.S. Aijazuddin writes in his
book ‘From A Head, Through A Head, To
A Head – The Secret Channel between
the US and China through Pakistan’,
“The Chinese detestations of the Indians
came through loud and clear.
Conversely, China’s warm friendship for
Pakistan as a firm and reliable friend was
made very plain”. Today, while China-
Pakistan continue to checkmate India,
US persists in arming and funding
Pakistan, despite its stated tenets of
promoting democracy and war on terror.
Apparently, US desires Indian
partnership on the high seas but does
not want India to grow beyond a point;
an arrangement that China happily
acknowledges.

Current Scene
China supports the Maoists in India, PLA
of Manipur and ULFA, and engineered
abrogation of the 13 year old ceasefire by
NSCN (K) with government of India. This

was followed by Chinese intelligence
establishing the United Liberation of
WSEA (West, South, East Asia) in
Myanmar this May, bringing together
nine northeast militant groups under
the same umbrella including NSCN (K)
and ULFA, with the aim of creating
instability in India’s northeast at China’s
behest. Following red carpets to
Prachanda in Beijing, China
orchestrated immense Maoists
influence over formulation of the new
Nepalese Constitution even as Baburam
Bhattarai, founder member of the
Maoist party UCPN (Maoist) resigned
over his concern for Madhesis.
Obviously, China wants continuing
friction between Nepal and India,
exploiting her Maoists links.
It is because of al Qaeda-ISI links that

Asim Umar is al Qaeda’s South Asia head.
Shaped in radicalised seminaries and
madrassas of Pakistan, Asim was
instrumental in facilitating Osama bin
Laden's move to a safe-house in
Abbottabad. Asim Umar has been tasked
to head al Qaeda activates from
Afghanistan to Myanmar,capitalising on
HUJI (his mother organisation) cells in
Kashmir, Bangladesh and Myanmar. LeT
representatives have been attending
meetings of Indian Maoists, latter
insurgent movement far from being
subdued. Pakistan’s recent media cap on
LeT and JuD have little meaning as the
military continues with its state policy of
terrorism. The threat to South India has
mounted with al Qaeda and LeT
footprints in Kerala and Maldives,
besides the Osama Brigade that the ISI
had managed to establish in Northern
Sri Lanka. We have some 65 banned
terrorist organisations operating in
India. The IM and the Kerala

headquartered Popular Front of India
(PFI) are creations of ISI. Five cadres of
PFI were caught in Kupwara area in J&K
in 2005 trying to cross into POK. PFI also
has Taliban links. The threat of ISIS can
hardly be ignored. As per a report in CTX
(a US journal), the terrorist group Hizb
ut-Tahrir (HuT) may become even more
dangerous than ISIS and its presence in
South Asia should be a cause for concern
for India and Indonesia, especially since
it is training in chemical, bacteriological,
and biological warfare. On its website,
HuT claims it organised a demonstration
in 2010 at Batla House in Delhi, in
protest against Israel's alleged atrocities.
During the Herat Security Dialogue

held in Afghanistan on 2-3 October 2015,
an Afghan speaker stated that Pakistan
has 83,000 madrassas and even if 10,000
focused on suicide bombings, there
could be 50 suicide bombings daily.The
ISI is linked with over 15 global and
regional terrorist organisations
including the Taliban and al Qaeda.
Pakistan has become more
aggressive,buoyed with proxy successes
in Afghanistan, US acquiescence to
Pakistani terror exports and China’s
strategic footprints in Gilgit-
Baltistan.Seven districts of Nagarhar
province in Afghanistan have been taken
over by ISIS that has come from Pakistan
– not from Iraq-Syria. Pakistan
engineered a coup of sorts by installing
Mullah Akhtar Mansoor to succeed
Mullah Omar as the head of Afghan
Taliban, Mansoor being religious teacher
of Haqqani's based in Pakistan.
Advances in technology have

empowered terrorists. Terrorist
organisations have developed bomb
implants and body cavity bomb (BCBs) -
US believes al Qaeda has devised ways to
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conceal explosives inside the body
avoiding detection by sophisticated

scanners. They also claim al Qaeda has
developed undetectable liquid explosive

that can be soaked into clothing and
ignited when dry. 3D weapon printing
has become reality. Recently, even a
drone was copied using 3D printer and
flown successfully. Internet has become
a boon for radicalisation, messaging and
coordinating terrorist actions. Increase
in networks implies rise of ‘netwar’,with
power transferred to terrorists. The 9/11
terrorist attack also knocked out critical
financial transaction networks and
caused an overload of the
telecommunications grid, though cyber
terrorism was hardly new. A cyber attack
in 1982 had caused the Siberian pipeline
explosion. Over the years, dams,
communications and power at airports,
pipelines, sewage system, nuclear
monitoring systems, train signalling
system, automobile plants, hospital
systems, all have been attacked.
As for CBRN threats, we were witness

to a Cobalt 60 leak in Delhi, 15 Uranium
sticks went missing form SAIL in 2011, a
1.5 kg Uranium IED was recovered in
Assam in 2013 and media revealed that
during the VP Singh regime, the LeT had
threatened a nuclear terror strike.
Possibility of a terrorist biological,
radiological or chemical strike is much
more if we are to take lessons from the
1995 Tokyo Sarin gas bombings, 2001
Anthrax attacks in the US and ongoing
use of Sarin in Syria. ISIS has been
exhorting its cadres to resort to lone wolf
terrorism and a recent study in US
concludes a lone terrorist may inflict up
to a million casualties. Drone terrorism
is a reality and small drones are much
more difficult to detect as they need little
space to take off, besides the problem of
intercepting and bringing down a terror
drone including the method of bringing
down a drone without activating its
lethal load. Pakistan’s nuclear tail
wagging may likely fructify through
terrorists rather than the pet western
concept of an Indo-Pak conventional
conflict going nuclear; ploy for the US to
continue molly coddling Pakistan.

Safeguards
Speaking at the Police Academy, the NSA
reportedly said recently that 4GW

TAKE MUMBAI WHERE THE MARCOS, NSG AND FORCE 1
ARE LOCATED WHO WOULD BE CALLED UPON TO
RESPOND TO 26/11 TYPE SITUATION BUT NEVER HAVE
EXERCISED JOINTLY. POST 26/11, ENTIRE SECURITY
SECTOR OF INDONESIA UNDERTOOK A NATIONAL LEVEL CT
EXERCISE FOR THREE DAYS.
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cannot be fought by the Army and the
police forces should gear up to fight it.
That is tad off from ground reality. 4GW
and terrorism are part of hybrid war
(comprising regular, conventional,
irregular and cyber war) that we have
been battling, which neither the Army
nor the police can fight individually. It
requires synergised national response
with the security sector playing the
major role. Security sector is a broad
term used to describe the structures,
institutions and personnel responsible
for the management, provision and
oversight of security. India’s sector would
encompass at least the following:
government ministries of defence,
home, external affairs, law and justice,
human resources, aviation, railways,
surface transport, shipping etc;
intelligence services; armed forces; para-
military forces (PMF); coast guards;
central armed police forces (CAPF);
police forces; customs and immigration
services; private security services and
the like. Considering the size and
diversity of our country and population,
intelligence gathering requires
participation by the entire citizenry –
putting the billion plus eyes concept on
the ground.
The first ever India Risk Survey

undertaken jointly byICCI and Pinkerton
finds that at the government level,
reforms are reactive and piecemeal not
on any integrated and comprehensive
level that should have happened as part
of a national strategic planning process.
It requires a holistic threat appreciation
that should be continuously reviewed. In
case of reforms, it is a question of which
organ makes the most noise and can get
its way through. This is because we have
yet to put in place structures to deal with
hybrid warfare. Intelligence too does not
appear to have been synergised. The
Home Minister stated last year that
Maoists organisations should be
infiltrated but has that really happened?
The need to infiltrate terrorist
organisations is all pervasive – both sides
of the border. It is ironic that even the
Defence Intelligence Agency, though
mandated to operate sources cross-

border is denied this and instructed to
rely on TECHINT.
We continue to ignore the principal of

‘One Border, One Force’,to the
disadvantage of security. The CRPF is the
principal force in battling the Maoists
but their command is in the hands of IPS
officers who have little experience of CI.
CRPF, BSF and ITBP complain their
arming, equipping and training is
suffering because their control is with
the IPS. Even in states like Chhattisgarh
that has maximum CAPF deployment,
the entire force is placed under the DG
Police, whereas the MHA should have a
24x7 operations room manned by CRPF
professionals overseeing operations in
Maoist affected states. Short forays into
Abujmarh area are not going to shake the
Maoists citadel. There is also the
question of joint CT training. Take
Mumbai where the MARCOS, NSG and
Force 1 are located who would be called
upon to respond to 26/11 type situation
but never have exercised jointly. Post
26/11, entire security sector of Indonesia
undertook a national level CT exercise
for three days.
The NATGRID still appears few years

away and the NCTC appears to have
been lost amidst government promises
to review it. We need the NCTC
connected to state level CT centres
(SCTCs). HUMINT is more important in
CT and CI and timely upward flow can
be ensured through effective SCTCs. The
Army is going in for Battlefield
Management System (BMS) and
Battlefield Surveillance Systems (BSS),
but these are also required pan security
sector. Navy’s National Command,
Control & Communications Intelligence
Network tracks ships at sea, for which
the Information Management and
Analysis Centre (IMAC) has been
established at Gurgaon, but will it be
capable of picking up the 26/11 type
small vessel? The CCTNS (Crime and
Criminal Tracking Network and Systems)
is still far from linking all police stations
in the country. Countering use of cyber
by terrorists and terrorist organisations
for propaganda, recruitment, funding,
targeting etc requires private-public

partnership in major way.
There does not appear to be much

focus on responding to the CBRN
response. The manpower for the NDRF
is through three year deputation from
CAPF, primarily from the CRPF. They lack
specialisation and equipment for
responding to CBRN strikes, both in
terms of detection and post strike
assistance. So, public in affected area will
generally be abandoned to their fate, as
happened during the Bhopal gas
tragedy. The magnitude of such a
terrorist strike requires: appreciation of
likely target areas; holistic efforts to
stymie it including the foreign roots;
deployment of resources for detection
and post strike assistance; public
education and rehearsals. Placement of
resources, public education and
periodic rehearsals incorporating the
citizens is an essential part which is
generally avoided in India.
Special operations are important

both sides of the border. Internally, we
need to infiltrate the terrorist
organisations and go for precision
elimination of terrorist leadership and
vital infrastructure, besides
psychological operations and de-
radicalisation. These can hardly be left to
individual states but need coordination
at the national level. As for cross border
special operations, we have largely been
ineffective, despite large number of
Special Forces because R&AW perceives
this to be their exclusive domain rather
than working in tandem with Special
Forces. That is why we have not been
able to hit at cross-border roots of
terrorism and have failed to create
credible deterrence. Finally, considering
the massive mandate of the MHA, we
need to seriously examine if weneed a
separate Ministry of Internal Security,
totally dedicated to CI and CT. The
threats are mounting and we have a long
way to go.

The Author is a Special Forces
veteran of the Indian Army and is a

third generation army officer. He has
authored a number of books and

published over 200 articles on defence
and security related issues.
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The ability of Pakistan-based militants
and terrorists to enter India, specifically
Punjab and later Jammu & Kashmir
alerted India to the dangersof leaving our
land borders unguarded. In the aftermath
of Mumbai, the focus also shifted to
upgrading coastal security, primarily
through strengthening marine police
infrastructure, purchase high-speed
boats etc. The navy has gone in for a very
comprehensive tracking and monitoring
system in real-time of all maritime
movements as part of maritime domain
awareness (MDA).
It is not often remembered that India's

eastern coastline does not run from
Sunderbans to Kanya Kumari, but is
actually a thousand kilometres to its east.
The Andaman & Nicobar Islands stretch

800 kms from north to south. East Island
and Landfall Islands in the north are
barely 20 kms from Myanmar's Coco
islands. The southernmost point of Great
Nicobar Island is around 140 kms from
Banda Aceh in Sumatra (Indonesia), and
just 30 kms off the main shipping route
leading to the Malacca Straits. Around
one third of global trade, one quarter of
global oil flows and over two-thirds of
China's oil imports passes through these
Straits.
There are 572 islands, islets and rocks;

census lists 36 inhabited islands but in
around half of such inhabited islands,
there is only a police or forest post. Due to
wind and sea conditions, most of the
habitations are on the eastern sides of the
islands and large sections of North,

Middle, South & Little Andamans, and
Great Nicobar have absolutely no human
presence. Nor are these areas easily
accessible from the land side.
The population of the islands, which

was increasing by almost 50 percent in
each decade, seems to have stabilised at
around 4 lakh. The population of the
Andamans is highly cosmopolitan, with
Bengali, Tamil. Telugu, Malayalam
spoken widely with Hindi as the lingua
franca. Heath and education indicators
are far above the national average.
Though there are three general colleges
and an engineering college, tens of
thousands of school graduates go to
mainland India for higher studies. In the
absence of employment opportunities,
most, especially those with professional
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qualifications, do not come back. Instead,
there is a flow of manual labour into the
islands since the high per capita income
means a shortage of labour.
The islands are home to India's only

unified joint services command, with the
three services holding the post of
commander-in-chief by rotation. Port
Blair has a relative concentration of
defence assets. There is an Air Force
Station at Car Nicobar with minimal
assets - it had seen huge casualties in the
tsunami and is slowly rebuilding its
infrastructure. There are air strips at
Diglipur (North Andamans) and at
Cambell Bay (Great Nicobar Island),
which would need upgradation to handle
bigger aircrafts. The Navy has declared
the latter as a naval air station but that is
basically aspirational at present. There is
the presence of an army establishment
just outside Port Blair.
The biggest challenge facing the

Andaman & Nicobar Command (ANC) is
that being a joint command, it is
nobody's responsibility. Leaving the
Coast Guard aside for a moment, none of
three services see it as integral to their
planning. Hence, there is reluctance to
transfer assets - ships, aircrafts,
battalions, artillery - to the ANC. The
ANC is the responsibility of the
Integrated Headquarters, which is still in
an incipient stage. The net result is that
though the ANC prepared acquisition
plan has been approved by the
government, the actual flow in assets is at
an early stage and it will be almost a
decade when the Command would be
properly equipped. The Malaysian
airlines MH 370, which flew over the
airspace of the islands, coming quite
close to the main islands, remained
undetected since the main tracking
station was shut down at night. This
reflects the state of defence
preparedness.
It must be appreciated that the

exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of the
islands is 1,80,000 sq. kms, almost one
third of India's 6,00,000 sq. km EEZ. In
earlier years, fishing trawlers from
Thailand and even distant Taiwan used to
regularly poach in these waters. In recent

years, Myanmarese fishers harvest sea
cucumbers, which serves the lucrative
Chinese market. At certain times, there
are over 1000 Myanmarese fishers in
custody awaiting/undergoing trial,
including many repeat offenders. Ever so
often, desperate Rohingya’s, trying to
reach Malaysia, Australia and other
countries wash up on the Andaman
shores. Till now, none of these have posed
a threat to national interests or security.
But we should not wait for an incident to
then focus on the security and
development challenges of the islands.
Therefore, the defence ministry should
prioritise the acquisition and transfer of
assets to make the ANC, minimally
functional.
Lack of connectivity, physical and

virtual, is the primary development
challenge that must be addressed. Port
Blair airport used to shut down by 12
noon due to lack of ATC staff; the Navy
has since added more staff and it remains
open to traffic till mid-afternoon. Due to
lack of competition, it is often more
expensive to travel to Port Blair from
Kolkata and Chennai than it is to go to
Thailand and stay there for three days.
Most inter-island journey, except in the
main Andaman group, is by ships. There
has been inadequate investment as a
result often there is crisis due to lack of
ship availability. The Andaman
Administration runs helicopter services
linking different parts of the islands by
hiring the services of Pawan Hans. And
some areas are covered by an amphibious
aircraft. Since there are air strips at
different locations, it makes much more
sense to run fixed-wing services that carry
more passengers, are economic and are
safer.
Internet connectivity outside Port

Blair is patchy, and practically non-
existent in the Nicobar Islands. This is
because the islands are on the edge of
ISRO satellites' footprints. Having
dedicated satellites makes little sense
because of the large scale redundancy
and paradoxical need for back-up. It
makes much more sense to take breach
cables from undersea cables running
between Chennai and Singapore.

Improved connectivity would not only
lead to better quality of life and improved
security preparedness but can be used to
leverage the growth of tourism. The
tourism potential of these islands include
world class beaches, water sports, high-
end diving, game fishing and dense
equatorial forests. Even the tribals of
Nicobar, so far sheltered from the outside
world through restrictions on movement,
are increasing asking for opening up
tourism that would create jobs. Presently,
blanket one-size fits-all environmental
regulations restrict development works
over most of the territory, 92 percent of
which are forests. In fact, the
environmental ministry had turned down
the defence request for clearance for a
radar facility on Narcondam Island;
fortunately, the change in government
had led to the clearance being given. It
must be understood that smart
regulation could drive growth and
sustainability.
The location of the islands so close to

the main shipping routes presents
another opportunity - that of
transshipment facilities and ship repairs
at Campbell Bay (Great Nicobar Island).
This port could serve ports on the eastern
coast of India as well as ports in
Bangladesh, Myanmar and western ports
of Thailand. Government must pro-
actively push economic development in
the national interest. The bottom line is
that converting the islands into an
economic dynamo backed by a
strengthened defence establishment
would not only be India's robust outer
defence ring, but more importantly,
enable India to project its power into the
broader Indo-Pacific space.

Shri Shakti Sinha, a 1979 batch IAS
officer, served as joint secretary in Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s PMO in late 90s and
also served as private secretary to the
then Prime Minister. He has served as
the Chief Secretary of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, and as the CMD of

Delhi Transco Limited. Prior to taking up
premature retirement in 2013, he was the
principal secretary (finance and power)

in the government of NCT, Delhi.
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At a time when India was observing the
50th Anniversary of the 1965 Indo-Pak
War waged by Pakistan and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was on his
second high profile visit to the US,
Pakistan went bonkers with its anti-
India campaign shooting up ridiculous
levels. This was repeated prior to the
PM’s visit to Jammu & Kashmir (J&K)
on 07 November, with Pakistan’s
“Kashmiri cutlery items”- the
separatists- planning disruptive
activities in the Valley, are being
rounded up yet again for temporary
house arrest by the state government.
In 1965, Pakistan’s military

leadership was suffering from
delusions of “annexing Jammu &
Kashmir (J&K)” and “reaching the gates
of Delhi”. Pakistan suffered its latest
delusion during PM Modi’s US visit-
that India was preparing to build a “10-
meter high wall, 135 feet wide and 197
km long”, along the international
boundary (IB) between J&K and
Pakistan, referred to by Pakistan as
“working boundary”. Pakistan’s
ambassador to United Nations (UN),
Maleeha Lodhi, presented two letters,
one after the other, to the UN Security
Council president, Vitaly Churkin,
accusing India of constructing this so-

called wall. What is more ironic is that
there is evidence to suggest that the
second letter was written at the behest
of Hizb-ul-Mujahideen boss, Syed
Salahuddin, branded as global
terrorist, which amounts to
Lodhi/Pakistani government acting as
his tool.
Referring to the simultaneous

presence of both PMs Modi and Nawaz
Sharif in the US, an editorial in
Pakistan’s daily, The Nation,
commented, "we have our backs to the
wall (probably not intended as a pun by
the newspaper, but a pun indeed)…
while Modi is received like a star, is
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attending events and parties, PM Sharif
only has the UN platform to make an
impact. The odds are stacked against
Pakistan."
While Pakistan’s anti-India/ Kashmir

ranting was in full swing in the US,
visuals of Pak forces’ brutality on
Kashmiris in Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir (POK) reached Indian media,
yet again exposing Pakistan’s duplicity.
There have reportedly been massive
protests against the Pakistan
government in several areas of POK,
including Gilgit, Kotli and
Muzaffarabad by POK residents,
enraged over the lack of development.
The video shows youths shouting
slogans seeking freedom from Pakistan,
getting brutally beaten up by Pakistan’s
security forces personnel. Youths from
POK revealed that they are picked up
by the ISI if they refused to join the
anti-India ‘jihad’ funded and
supported by it/ Pak military.
Next came Nawaz Sharif's “4-point

formula for peace”, to which External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
responded: “We do not need four
points, we need just one - give up
terrorism and let us sit down and talk."
Addressing the UN General Assembly,
she also raised the issue of 26/11
attacks masterminds roaming freely as
also the "illegal occupation" of parts of
Jammu and Kashmir by Pakistan.
Asserting that "none of us can accept
that terrorism is a legitimate
instrument of state craft." She also
urged the world community to show
zero tolerance towards it and ensure
that countries which provide finances,
safe havens and arms to terrorists "pay
a heavy price" for it. "Talks and terror
cannot go together… India remains
open to dialogue but terrorism
emanating from Pakistan is hampering
normalisation of bilateral relations”.
The video exposing brutality of Pak

forces against Kashmiris in POK is
perhaps just a tip of the iceberg. The
cold hard fact is that Pakistan, which
keeps bleating about the “plight of
Kashmiris in India”, has worked hard at
making the lives of Kashmiris on both

sides of the line of control miserable. In
POK, it has altered the demography by
settling large numbers of Pakistani
Punjabis and army veterans, while
suppressing Kashmiris and not
developing the region. In J&K, Pak
army/ISI makes good use of its lackeys,
the separatists, who are paid large
amounts of money to organise terror
and disruptive activities. As such,
separatists are nothing but full-fledged
traitors, who have assiduously been
working to degrade the life and
livelihood of Kashmiri masses in the
Valley. One of the worst outcomes of
their efforts is education of youth,
which has suffered tremendously in the
past decades. They are anti-
development, anti-welfare and thanks
to weak political will from Srinagar and
New Delhi for at least 68 years since
1947, they have been parasites who are
ironically provided with five-star
administrative back-up from tax-
payers’ money.
Hashim Qureshi, Chairman of

Jammu & Kashmir Democratic
Liberation Party, who has been writing
on the Kashmir situation, stated
recently in an interview to the local
media: “Separatists in Kashmir are
divided on everything but united in
destroying the interests of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir. If they were
united, they would reject the gun and
reject the call for strikes and election
boycott,…which is destroying the
economy of Kashmir. Those who
receive hefty cash doles from foreign
benefactors have to keep the pot
boiling. They must do something to
disrupt normal life here. These groups
are completely united in filling their
begging bowls with charity doles and
then undertake adventures in which
they kill each other or destroy Kashmir.
Hence they adopt varying methods to
tell their benefactors that they commit
no fault in carrying out their agenda
like raising meaningless slogans,
throwing stones, damaging public
property and calling for strikes. One
who tells the truth is labeled as Indian
agent. This is the stick with which they

are quick to punish their opponents.
What is their plan for ‘azadi’  or
‘accession to Pakistan’? Will such
activities as they are indulging in going
to get them anything? The entire
Kashmir is a captive of fear and
suspicion…Without Kashmiri Pandits,
we the Kashmiri’s are incomplete. They
have made glorious contribution in
bringing education to the masses of
people in Kashmir. My teachers were
Kashmiri Pandits. In 1994, I published
an article titled ‘The Tragedy of
Kashmiri Pandits’. That was the peak of
militancy. I rejected the assertion that
Kashmiri Pandits left their homes on
the behest of the then Governor Mr.
Jagmohan”.
Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar

said Islamabad does not seem to have
learnt any lesson and that India's
response has been "more than double
the capacity". "Pakistan does not like to
stay quiet even on New Year’s day. They
started cross-border firing at 12.30 in
the night and don't seem to learn any
lesson… There are ceasefire
violations… Whenever they want
infiltration to be done, many times they
do the firings at night… I don't think
that we have allowed that to happen…
our response is more than double the
capacity.”
While what Mr. Parrikar has stated is

true about India’s responses on the
IB/LOC, and is one of the main reasons
for Pakistan’s desperation, the time has
come to formulate a clear and
consistent policy to deal with Pakistan’s
duplicity, lies and its army’s/ISI’s
intentions/plans for the future. On the
diplomatic front, there has been some
assertiveness in the recent past.
However, considering how well armed
Pakistan has become in conventional
and nuclear weapons, we need to look
into expediting arms replacements/
acquisitions and achieving the capacity
for covert strikes well into adversary
territory. In Kashmir valley, it must be
ensured that separatists/ traitors and
their network are rendered ineffective.
And not by house-arrests but by
putting them in jails outside J&K.

SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER << December 2015 - January 2016 << salutemagazine@gmail.com16

HOMELAND SECURITY

15-16-Security concerns_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  2/16/2016  8:56 PM  Page 2



On 24 November 2015, A Russian Su-24
fighter aircraft, on a strike mission
against the Islamic State (IS) and other
rebel groups, was shot down by an air to
air missile launched by a Turkish F-16 jet.
The Turks claimed that the Russian
fighter had violated Turkish air space - a
charge hotly denied by the Russians. As
per the monitoring group, ‘Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights’, the
warplane crashed in a mountainous area
in the northern countryside of Syria’s
Latakia province. The area of the crash -
about four kms from the Turkish border,
was under the control of the Free Syrian
Army (FSA), a rebel group that is waging
a bloody battle against the forces of the
Syrian government in its bid to effect a
regime change. The two member crew of
the Su-24 ejected, but the pilot, Lt Col
Oleg Peshkov was killed by ground fire.

The parachute of the co-pilot, Captain
Konstantin fortunately drifted and he
landed safely, thereafter quickly moving
towards a forested area and taking cover
there. The rebels were soon swarming the
area, in a bid to hunt him down and it
was imperative that he be rescued
quickly by friendly forces. Thereafter, in a
brilliantly planned and executed mission
involving three countries, the rescue was
successfully carried out by a special task
force, less than 24 hours after Konstantin
ejected from the plane.

In the ongoing civil war in Syria,
Russia was a late entrant, intervening
directly in support of President Assad of
Syria, only on 30 September 2015. The
Russians chose to use air air power to
target the IS fighters and installations,
and it was during one such mission, that
the Su24 was shot down. Paradoxically,

while both Russia and the West are
fighting the IS, they have divergent
political aims. Russia has come out firmly
in support of President Assad, whereas
the US and its Western allies are
supporting the FSA and other rebel
groups. The FSA is a group of officers and
men who defected from the Syrian army
in the ongoing civil war in Syria, with an
avowed aim to bring about regime
change through the use of military force.
It was formed in 2011 and consists
mainly of Sunni Muslims (90 percent);
the remaining ten percent consists of
Shia Alawites and some Druze fighters. It
is supported by the West in the three
cornered Syrian civil war, the third party
being the Islamic State, which is now in
control of a large part of Syria.

Soon after the downing of the aircraft,
two Russian helicopters took off
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immediately to the crash site to search
for survivors, but came under rebel fire
from the FSA and the Turkey backed
Turkmen, a rebel group operating in the
area. One helicopter was hit resulting in a
soldier being killed and the mission was
aborted. In the meantime, the Russians
received credible intelligence that a
number of special Turkish units had been
sent to the scene to capture the Russian
pilot alive, ostensibly with a view to
pressurising Russia at a later stage. At this
moment, General Soleimani, the
commander of Iran’s elite Quds force of
the Revolutionary Guards, contacted the
Russians and proposed the formation of
a special task force to rescue the pilot.
The ground force was to be composed of
Hezbollah’s special forces and Syrian
commandos trained by Iran, all of whom
had good knowledge of the local terrain.
The Russians were to provide air cover
and satellite intelligence. This was agreed
to by the Russians.

The location of the ejected pilot was
determined through the signals emitted
by a Personal Locator Beacon - a
handheld radio that also contains a
beacon transmitter, which was part of the
pilot’s equipment. His location was
identified six km deep inside territory
held by the FSA. The ground element of
the rescue operation consisted of 24
commandos, six of whom were from
Hezbollah’s special operation unit and 18
were Syrian commandos. Russian Army
air-assault and attack helicopters could
not directly fly in close to the area of
operations because the FSA and the
Turkmen were holding FN-6 MANPADS
(a third generation passive infrared
homing (IR) man portable air defence
system) of Chinese origin (they are re-
engineered MISTRALs), that were
procured by Saudi Arabia from Sudan's
military stocks and then supplied to the
FSA. It was hence necessary to go in for a
ground based operation. To assist the
ground force, the Russians electronically
sanitised the area, stretching to several
kilometres from the target area, to blind
all hostile satellites and communication
equipment in the area of operations. The
EW effort from the air was provided by a

Russian marine EW detachment, which
primarily resorted to GPS and
communication jamming, to prevent
western satellites from picking up details
of the rescue mission and leaking it to the
FSA/ rebels.

The movement of the rescue team was
monitored by Russian satellites. The
commandos were constantly provided
real time information of hostile
movement, for the entire duration of the
operation, each moment of which was
also reported to a very high ranking
official in the Kremlin, who some believe
was the Russian President himself.

While reaching the forest area, the
commandos came in contact with
Turkmen rebels operating in the area,
some of whom were also searching for
the surviving pilot. All such elements
were eliminated. The Support to the
ground forces also came from the
Russian Air Force, which targeted rebel
groupings, forcing most of them to flee
the area. This paved the way for the
ground forces to close in quickly and
reach the site where the co-pilot had
taken refuge.

After infiltrating 6 kms deep inside
rebel held territory, the 24 member
commando team, finally closed in with
the objective, eliminating all opposition
enroute and made contact with the co-
pilot, Captain Konstantin Murahtin. In
the operations carried out both on
ground and by air, a large number of
Turkmen rebels were killed and their hi-
tech equipment was destroyed. The
entire operation was conducted over a
period of 12 hours. At its conclusion, at
0040 hours GMT, on 25 November, all the
24 members of the special force returned
safely to their base, along with the
rescued pilot and the body of Lt Col Oleg
Peshkov, without a single casualty. Once
out of the area, the commandos along
with the pilot were airlifted to
Hemeimeem, the Russian air base in
Latakia province. A dangerous mission
had been successfully accomplished by
26 November, within 24 hours of the jet
being downed. A remarkable
achievement indeed.

While the downing of the jet has

raised fresh concerns in the region,
certain aspects of the operation have
significance for the Indian military. The
speed at which the operation was
launched took the FSA and the Turkmen
rebels by surprise. Given the complicated
nature of the operation, the rebels never
imagined that such a rapid planning and
action by the rescue squads could be
possible. Speed in the execution of
operations will however depend on
having well trained and equipped forces
operationally ready for such tasks. It
would also require political decision
making of a high order.

The importance of EW once again
came to the fore. The area of operation
was electronically sanitised by the
Russians, preventing the Western powers
from getting an inkling from what was
happening on the ground. Such
capabilities too, need to be developed.

The terrorists present in the region
possessed very modern and advanced
military equipment for ground-to-
ground and ground-to-air warfare which
are not even supplied to a large number
of countries which are Washington’s
NATO allies. India has not faced such
opposition, but could do so in the future.
This too must be catered for.

Above all, the successful conduct of
operations showed a very high degree of
coordination between the three wings of
the military and the political leadership.
This aspect remains India’s Achilles
heel. The lessons before the country are
clear. We need to integrate the three
services, to achieve the desired synergy
levels in operations. Their will be
resistance from the three service
headquarters and from the bureaucracy,
but this will have to be overcome by the
political authority on the lines the
Goldwater–Nichols Department of
Defense Reorganization Act of 1986,
signed into law by President Reagan.
The Ministry of Defence, staffed as it is
by a large body of civilian officials with
limited if any knowledge of military
matters, will also need a large infusion
of military personnel, to perhaps also
include the post of defence secretary.
That is what must be aimed at now.
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I am an alumnus of RIMC, ‘Ranjitian’,
1962-66, and from 37/F in NDA. I joined
the Air Force. Afterwards, I led an
uneventful life doing ‘this & that’, ‘here
& there’, and never had a chance to visit
‘Rimc’ till 1996, or even remembered
that I was a ‘Rimcolian’. None asked me,
and hence I never told these ‘nones’
that I am a Rimcolian, till I retired from
AF in 1994. One ‘L’ is sufficient for
‘Rimcolians’, in Hinglish, don’t you
think?

Sometime in mid February 1988, I
took over as the CO of 104 Squadron,
then equipped with AS-11 anti tank
missiles on Chetak helicopters, located
at Sarsawa (Saharanpur). I had neither
been to Sarsawa earlier, nor to Manali,
by foot, car, or flying, flapping my wings
like the Biblical Icarus. My job was
simply to induct the formidable ground
attack helicopters, Mi-35s, into 104,
move the unit to Bhatinda, integrate
with army under JIP-87 and prepare the
squadron for high intensity, high
density battle on the western front
ASAP. The eventuality of war seemed
very real at that time. Phew, huff & puff,
one hell of a job. I was being lovingly
goaded, and purposefully prodded,
‘faster, faster’, by a superior ‘Armed
Kaur’ Rimcolian (then BGS in 10 Corps,
later VCOAS).

Just a few days after I had taken over
the squadron in Sarsawa, there was the
usual rounds of welcome parties. My
subordinates bestowed their affections
by insisting that I have Patiala, - ‘one for
the road, and then one for the gutter’.
So, on one weekend, a Sunday night,
when it was raining cats and dogs, I had
more sycophancy than what I could
imbibe, even in the gutter, and was just
falling asleep, when the doorbell rang at
0230 hours on Monday morning.

My wife immediately turned over in
bed, pulled the blanket over her head. ‘I

have a migraine’ she said, and then
commanded, ‘You handle this’.
Obedience is drilled into all Rimcolians,
even if they are filled to the gills with
rum & molasses. Hence, I had no choice
but to obey.

I hitched up my lungi to half-mast
and ran bare chested to open the door
with much irritation since someone
was persistently and continuously
ringing the bell. ‘What the phokes?’, I
roared, like a zebra turned tiger turned
‘Gadha’. There was lightening, thunder

and heavy rain in the background.
‘Hi, you bugger’, said an apparition

when I opened the door. He was in
uniform, with pips of a Lt Col, soaked to
the skin, water dripping even from his
W-front ‘chaddi’. There he was, Sec Cdr
Ranjit, winner of the President’s Gold
Medal, ‘Swapan Bhadra’. My classmate,
whom I had not seen since we passed
out of NDA in 69, almost two decades
earlier. Swapan was just the same, tall,
handsome, suave, sportsman
extraordinaire, didn’t need an
introduction. The chap has a record of
winning all the medals clean sweep,
along with the sword of honour, in IMA.

“What the phokes”? I mumbled
again meekly, giving him a zestful hug.

Immediately he did commando style
deep penetration into my drawing
room, dripping water all over the carpet
and sofa. I should have closed the door
on his face and told him to ‘phoke off’
when I had a chance. It was too late
now.

‘What are you doing here, at this
time of the night’? I asked out of
curiosity. After all there is a limit to
civility at 0230 hours, on a Monday
morning.

“I have to reach Manali by 0730 hrs
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CAMARADERIE?
Wg Cdr Unni Kartha

MY JOB WAS SIMPLY TO INDUCT THE FORMIDABLE
GROUND ATTACK HELICOPTERS, MI-35S, INTO 104, MOVE
THE UNIT TO BHATINDA, INTEGRATE WITH ARMY UNDER
JIP-87 AND PREPARE THE SQUADRON FOR HIGH
INTENSITY, HIGH DENSITY BATTLE ON THE WESTERN
FRONT ASAP. THE EVENTUALITY OF WAR SEEMED VERY
REAL AT THAT TIME. PHEW, HUFF & PUFF, ONE HELL OF
A JOB. I WAS BEING LOVINGLY GOADED, AND
PURPOSEFULLY PRODDED, ‘FASTER, FASTER’, BY A
SUPERIOR ‘ARMED KAUR’ RIMCOLIAN (THEN BGS IN 10
CORPS, LATER VCOAS).
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or I will be court martialed”, he
announced unceremoniously. “And you
are going to take me there”, he
commanded. “Give me a drink,
champagne, and something to eat, I
have not had anything to eat since
lunch yesterday”, he ordered ‘Din-Fast’
(dinner + breakfast, on the quick,
double march). I don’t blame him, I was
dressed worse than a ‘masalchi’ of the
Madras regiment on holiday in
Kovalam. I poured him a drink and
went to the kitchen to make ‘masala
dosa’, with my lungi at half-mast. While
I was making dosa and warming
refrigerated sambar at 0245 hours in the
morning, Swapan told me his story,
hanging on to the kitchen door, sipping
my champagne, directly from the
bottle. He does everything in style.

Swapan had been posted to DRDO’s
Snow & Avalanche Study Establishment
(SASE) at Manali and had gone to
Meerut to pack and dispose off his
baggage, which perhaps consisted of
several GFs too. He is such a handsome,
suave, irresistible kind of chap that all
neighbourhood birds watch him.
Baggage is easy to dispose off, but not
the birds. So he had over stayed his
leave and had just few hours to join his
unit, or be ‘court martialed’ as ‘absent
without leave’. He was asking me to
demonstrate camaraderie. Old boy’s
‘esprit de corps’, to do or die, simply
mumbling ‘Itch Dien’, whatever.

While I was making the third dosa, at
0255 hrs, I evaluated the odds.

I was drunk and not fit to fly.
I could get court martialed,

grounded, all of which were worse than
what could happen to Swapan, if he
didn’t reach Manali at 0730 hours.

The weather was bad, there was no
way I could help him reach Manali,
where I had never been to before.

We could kill ourselves doing what
he wanted me to do.

I would lose my command before I
even got used to having, ‘one for road
and one for the gutter’, war cry of the
boys under my command. 

None of it sounded good. They
sounded like laments of an old woman.

I was a Rimcolian, got punched, ate
vitamin XXX, scotch eggs and then was
made to run round and round the
quadrangle to imbibe camaraderie and
esprit de corps. It was time to show it,
not act like a wimp.

So, Swapan and I got into his jeep at
0330 hours, and went to my Squadron.
There was only one of my airmen on
guard duty. 

‘Tham, Kaun Aata hai’, he challenged
with his ‘danda', holding it like a rifle
doing a bayonet charge.

‘Tera baap’ I told him. ‘Come here
and help me push the hangar door
open’.

We pushed out a Chetak helicopter
which had its fuel tanks full. We kept
pushing it down the taxi track till the
ARC dumbbell, far away from the AF
habitation.

At 0415 hrs, we got airborne as
quietly as possible. It had stopped
raining and the clouds had lifted. It was
still dark with the eastern sky beginning
to glow.

‘You do the map reading’, I told
Swapan. 

He was holding the million map
upside down. ‘Yar, I have never seen
such a map, do you have a ¼” or 1” map
like the army’?

I was in serious trouble, the clouds
were sitting on our head at about 500’. I
drove the helicopter like a ‘Jonga’,
terrain following using the landing
lights, heading for Manali, knowing
fully well that I can never reach Manali
in such weather. But I had to show
Rimcolian camaraderie, esprit de corps,
didn’t I?

To cut a long story short, we did
reach Manali, somehow, never once
going above Jonga driving height at full
speed, around 140 kph. Swapan went
into Champagne induced sleep despite
all the excitement and his batman kept
jabbing my head from behind when I
nodded off, rum induced sleep. The
helicopter flew by itself and had more
camaraderie than I. Moses used godly
powers to part the sea. With same zest I
used willpower to try and part the trees,
hills and the clouds. The helicopter

knew where to go and what to do.
Actually I didn’t do anything, I was
feeling very sleepy.

I dropped Swapan at Manali,
refuelled and came all the way back on
my own, just like I went, parting trees,
hills and clouds like Moses. I had learnt
to do all that and more, because of
Swapan. I arrived back at Sarsawa as my
colleagues were assembling for the
monthly ‘Station Parade’ at the opposite
dumbbell. So I quietly landed on the
ARC Dumbbell and switched off. ATC
began making frantic calls to figure out
the mad man approaching at low level
and landing at Sarsawa, so early in the
morning, in bad weather. I switched off
the radio to get the irritating ATC off my
back. I ran to my office, instructed my
men to push back the helicopter from
ARC dumbbell, changed into uniform
and ran to attend the parade.

‘Did you go somewhere early
morning?’ my boss, the Station
Commander asked me later. I winked at
the OC Flying, ex NDA few courses
senior, seeking his tacit cooperation. ‘I
was just doing an early morning ‘doo-
shang’, I told my boss with a straight
innocent face, ‘Just helping the
compass to find the North, Sir’. Waffling
was an art I had learnt in Rimc, and
refined to ‘fine art’ in NDA. In love and
war, always waffle, do Kathakali to win,
that was my belief.

Nothing more was said or heard
from Swapan, till we met a decade later
in school on 13 March 98. We only
hugged and said cheers, the Manali
escapade remained forgotten. It was
not anything special to remember.

I don’t think this story is anything
great. At best it was just a ruddy display
of Rimcolian brotherhood. Do you
think that is what is meant by
‘camaraderie’ or perhaps ‘esprit de
corps’?

Rimcolian (1962-66), Ex NDA (37th
Fox) and afterwards a QFI and

Experimental Test Pilot in IAF for 23
years, Wg Cdr Unni Kartha raised and

commanded a MI35 Squadron. He
retired from IAF in 1994.
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A laser¬based device for real¬time
remote monitoring of wind data
parameters has been developed by the
Gayatri Vidya Parishad Scientific and
Industrial Research Centre (GVPSIRC),
which showcases the ability of Indian
technocrats to turn out cutting¬edge
technology solutions. Called SAMIRA
(Seeing Air in Motion: Instrumentation
for Remote sensing Application), the
device does away with the necessity of
setting up the conventional 150 m mast
for monitoring wind parameters, which is
required before taking a decision on the
location of wind turbines. SAMIRA thus
gains importance in view of the focus of
the government on renewable energy
sources.

According to Prof. Rao Tatavarti,
Director of GVP¬SIRC, the laser¬optic
solution is a portable device that can be
located at remote locations and has the
capacity to monitor and record all the
required data. It reduces the burden of
logistics involved in setting up the
conventional tower with its data
recorders and costs less than a tenth of
the price of similar products available in
the international market.

SAMIRA sets up a laser beam and
studies the ‘back¬scatter’ to analyse the
parameters like air density and wind
speed at different levels. The laser beam is
a coherent beam and the back scatter
records very minor changes, enabling
highly accurate recording of wind
parameters,The focus of the laser beam is
adjusted to different levels to enable
recording the data at different levels in the
atmosphere.The centre has developed
the software to analyse the data.The SIRC
has developed a number of cutting¬edge
technologies based on laser optics for
environment monitoring, vibration and
condition monitoring, and for
eavesdropping, among others, which
could be useful for the security forces.

Su-30MKI TECHNOLOGY
Russia has expressed willingness to

transfer technology of 332 components of
the Sukhoi Su-30MKI fighter aircraft
under the ‘Make-in-India’ program.These
components, also called line replacement
units (LRUs) refer to both critical and
non-critical components and fall into
four major heads such as Radio and
Radar; Electrical & Electronics System;
Mechanical System and Instrument
System.

At present, Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) manufactures the aircraft
under licence from its Russian arms
exporter, Rosoboron export. HAL has now
has opened talks with the latter and the
Sukhoi aircraft manufacturer, Irkut Corp.,

to enable Indian industries to
manufacture the LRUs through transfer of
technology (TOT) from the relevant
Russian manufacturers of the
components.

Discussions between Russia and India
commenced in August on further TOT for
the Sukhoi Su-30MKI under the ‘Make-in-
India’ program to enable greater
participation from the Indian private
industry in defence manufacture.As
India’s holdings of Su-30MK1 aircraft with
the Indian Air Force would require
maintenance, repair and overhaul over
their planned service life of 30 years, the
requirement for LRUs will only increase.
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Sukhoi Su 30 MKI in Indian colours

Prof Rao Tatavarti, explaining the features of SAMIR

LASER BASED WIND MONITORING SYSTEM

21-Technology_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  2/16/2016  9:02 PM  Page 1



POINT - COUNTERPOINT

SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER << December 2015 - January 2016 << salutemagazine@gmail.com22

(From the Tribune dated 23
September 2015)
By Gen Ved Malik

It is rare to see two adversaries
celebrating the same war as their
respective victory! On September 6, 2015,
Pakistan celebrated the 50th anniversary
of Youm-e-Difa, or Pakistan Defence Day,
with a 21-gun salute and a victory parade
to commemorate its successful defence
of Lahore against the Indian Army. The
Youm-e-Difa, however, distorts its

history to the extent that this war was
initiated by Pakistan, not India. Also, it
glosses over Pakistan’s failure to annex
J&K, and its most successful operation of
the war, wherein Pakistan army almost
reached Akhnoor to sever India’s Jammu-
Akhnoor-Naushehra-Rajauri-Poonch
road.

India, too, is commemorating the 50th
anniversary of this war: a war that many
Indians thought had been forgotten and
assessed as a stalemate by many. The fact
that the Indian Government has woken
up this year to celebrate the victory, for
which 2,862 soldiers laid down their lives,
is a reflection of its lack of strategic
culture, apathy towards the profession of
soldiering and the partisan politics that
dominates our country.

Geopolitically, 1965 was the most
appropriate time (and the last
opportunity) for Pakistan to annex J&K
by force. Politically, India was shaken
after the demise of its first Prime Minister
Nehru in May 1964. In comparison,
Pakistan was politically stable with a
higher percentage of economic growth. It
was a strategic ally of the US and had
been receiving the latest weapons and
equipment, like Patton tanks, F-86 Sabre
and F-104 Starfighter combat aircraft and
the sidewinder air-to-air missile — the
only usable air-to-air missile in that
conflict. By ceding Shaksgam Valley to
China in 1963, it had established a long-

term strategic partnership with China. Its
only problem was of a false sense of
optimism and strategic superiority; a
common factor in all wars between India
and Pakistan.

India was yet to recover from the
ignominy of its horrible military defeat in
the China-India war of 1962 and in the
midst of making up strength of the
armed forces which had been mindlessly
reduced in the years before. The
emphasis in the military facelift was on
mountain warfare. The war plan to ‘finish
the unfinished agenda of J&K’ was
approved by Pakistan military dictator
Field Marshal Ayub Khan on May 13,
1965. Pakistan launched Operation
Gibraltar by infiltration of nearly 10,000
armed soldiers and mujahideen into J&K
on the night of 5/6 August to cause a
revolt against India. When this failed and
India succeeded in capturing strategic
heights in Kargil and Hajipir Pass,
Pakistan launched Operation Grand
Slam on September 1 to capture Akhnoor
with its strategic bridge over the Chenab.
This led to India’s counteroffensives in
the Sialkot and Lahore sectors and the
decimation of Pakistan’s armoured
offensive in Khem Karan and Asal Uttar.
Pakistan celebrates defence of Lahore
which was never a military objective of
the Indian forces. It was not a short 22-
day war, as mentioned by some
historians, but one which began with

An appraisal of Civil Military Relations
in the backdrop of the ’65 War

This article was carried in our previous issue. However, due to an inadvertent error, the article
written by Gen. V.P. Malik was regrettably repeated under the Counterpoint article written by 

Prof Gautam Sen. The error is regretted and the articles are republished below. As mentioned in the
last issue, this form of intellectual debate needs to be encouraged to promote the quality of
discourse on such matters amongst the military fraternity and the strategic community. 

—Editor

Who won the ‘65 war?
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Pakistani infiltration on August 5 and
ended on September 22, when both sides
agreed to a ceasefire.

So, who won that war?
In the classic military treatise ‘On War’,
Carl von Clausewitz states that the
“political objective is the goal, war is the
means of reaching it, and means can
never be considered in isolation from
their purposes”. Pakistan, who initiated
the war, failed in its political objective. It
lost more territory (lost 1800 sq. km of
territory and captured 540 sq. km),
suffered more casualties, lost more tanks
and guns and more importantly, faced
domestic and international humiliation.
In a recent lecture in Lahore, Pakistan's
historian and political economist Akbar
Zaidi dispelled the Pakistani victory
myth, saying that “there can be no bigger
lie as Pakistan had lost terribly”.

With major advances in warfare
technologies and their huge impact on

operational art and tactics, our interest in
the 1965 war should now be more to
draw strategic lessons from than
operational art and tactics. The first thing
that strikes me is the near similarity with
which Pakistan took the war initiative,
under cover of its non-state actors. They
were led by Pakistani regular army
officers in 1947-48 and in the 1965 war. In
Kargil war, they were replaced by some
regular army personnel wearing
mujahideen clothing. The mujahideen
façade continued, although none had
participated in that war. In all these wars,
there was distorted and disjointed
version of Pakistani capabilities and
intentions by our intelligence which
enabled Pakistan to achieve strategic
surprise. We reacted to adverse
circumstances — always a bigger
challenge — and yet kept the war scope
limited. There was no political objective
except to force Pakistan to vacate our
territory. Such a strategy violates Sun

Tzu’s dictum: “Security against defeat
implies defensive tactics; ability to defeat
the enemy means taking the offensive.”

What’s the relevance of a formal
declaration of war which activates
directions contained in the inter-
ministerial War Book? And what about
the ‘rules of engagement’ which are
different for the usual terrorists and those
who cross over to wage a 1965 or 1999-
type war? Shouldn’t that discretion be left
to the Chiefs of Staff Committee?

India’s defence and security report
card has, by and large, been more
positive than negative. Despite reactive
strategic policies, ad hoc defence
planning and decision-making,
intelligence failures and surprises, the
armed forces have maintained the
country’s security and territorial integrity
better than any other democratic,
developing nation. And yet, many a time,
we have failed to convert sacrifices and
hard-won operational achievements into
long-term strategic successes. That is
because there is inadequate politico-
military dialogue or political guidance in
peacetime. Like, approaching the UN
when we were doing well in 1947-48 or
finishing the J&K issue in 1971, giving up
Hajipir Pass was a strategic error in the
1965 war. Unfortunately, despite the
important national security roles
envisaged and expected of them, the
armed forces are not adequately involved
in strategic policy making and planning
level. 

No two wars are fought in an
identical strategic environment. To
quote Sun Tzu again: “Just as water
retains no constant shape, so in
warfare, there are no constant
conditions.” At the strategic level, one
requires a long memory but a longer
vision. The next war, if there is one, will
be different. The nuclear threshold,
cyber capabilities and real-time
information, assessments and actions
will dictate political and military
strategy, operational art and tactics. The
uncertainty of peace with Pakistan
requires continued vigilance and being
ready for the next generation armed
conflict.
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This article in the Tribune dated
appended above by Gen. V.P. Malik,
former Chief of the Army Staff, has been
written with the best of intentions. But I
do fear that it may well be
misunderstood. In point of fact, in my
view, it ought to act as a catalyst and draw
our attention to many acts of omission
and commission, both of politicians and
the bureaucracy that have brought the
situation to the present impasse. For
reasons best understood by them, they
have hurt the sentiments of the veterans
of the armed forces and perpetuated
injustice towards them. Before the
publication of this article, there have been
many articles, seminars and discussions
about the 1965 war. They seem to have
kept pace with the publicity attracted in
the national media by the OROP
agitation. But the aforementioned article
does merit serious reflection and
introspection by the concerned parties.

First, that the Indian political class
took such a long time to discover the need
for acknowledging the 1965 war. This was
“not due to lack of strategic culture”, but it
was more because of a miscalculation on
their part. This class was under the
impression that it would, with the help of
more than enthusiastic bureaucracy,
underplay the demands of the veterans at
the Jantar Mantar. They wanted to
celebrate the ‘victory’ 1965, but
underplay the role of the veterans, many

of whom had brought it about. It was only
when it became aware that there would
be an unsavoury public backlash against
this attitude that they tried to change the
course. They did work out a paradigm to
cope with the problem, but in the mean
time some precious time was lost.

Second, while I do not have, as of now,
any proof that the babudom has played a
major part in all this, I am aware of what
is being openly stated in the social media.
It is believed that the young babu in the
PMO - who had also briefed the former
service chiefs, - was one of the architects
of the unstable OROP scheme, which
came to be summarily rejected by the
agitating veterans, the other being the
financial advisor in the MoD.

Third, "Strategic Culture (SC)" as a
term is too serious a matter to be
associated with minor regional conflicts
like those in which the Indian Army
participated from 1947 to 1965. The use of
force to achieve political objectives in the
face of a threat to national integrity, as in
Bangladesh war or during Kargil
operations can be considered to be the
first baby steps taken by India to lay the
foundations of strategic culture. This
needs to be pursued by the Indian nation
state. The surgical strike operation carried
out on India-Myanmar border is also the
beginning of a SC at tactical as well as
doctrinal level by India, though it has yet
to stand the test of time and in a context
acceptable to the international
community. In essence, what I am

indicating is that the term SC has to have
a normative mooring backed by a defined
national security objective within the
ambit of national interests. Also, SC
develops within the confines of a
sovereign independent state. India has
achieved that status only in 1947. That is
why I have described them as"baby
steps”. I have postulated this in the
Manekshaw Paper No 53, which has been
published by the Centre for Land Warfare
Studies (CLAWS) not long back.

Fourth, all of us veterans are aware as
to how the 1965 war unfolded and how it
has now become a part of history. We
must remind ourselves what Gen. Sinha
stated at the seminar organised at the
Manekshaw Centre, where some of the
former service chiefs were also present
including the raksha mantri and the three
serving service chiefs on 1 September
2015. I agree with him that 1947 was an
event, 1962 was a disaster, 1965 was an
assertion and 1971 was a game changer. I
am constrained to note here that the
attendance at the function marked a
major polarisation amongst the former
service chiefs, many of whom did not
attend the function at Manekshaw Centre
and subsequently another function held
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan. Hopefully, this
will not persist over a period of time lest it
should strike at the basis of strategic
culture. I will also warn in no uncertain
terms that the handling of the OROP has
been sloppy politically, and alleged
manipulation spearheaded by the

Response by Professor Gautam Sen, (Retd. Army), Emeritus Professor, Visiting
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bureaucracy has gone viral in the social
media.

Fifth, the government having shown
total insensitivity to the appeals made
formally in writing by fourteen former
service chiefs on the issue of OROP to the
President and the Prime Minister, has by
default eroded the credibility of the
fraternity of ex services chiefs as a group
and also as individuals. As far as I know,
and I would like to be corrected on this
account, no acknowledgement has been
received nor any assurance given to the
group of former service chiefs either by
the President or the Prime Minister. This
can be interpreted that even an appeal
from the former service chiefs is
incapable of influencing the mind fix of
the nexus of civil servants and the
political elites. In such a situation, how do
the former chiefs express their concern
for the welfare of the officers and men
that they once commanded?

Sixth, the facts and the circumstances
under which the apex grade made
applicable to the civil servants and
subsequently awarded to the selected
armed forces officers are well known.
However, some of the veterans in all ranks
strongly feel otherwise. An impression
has been gathered that a select group of
senior officers including the service chiefs
felt satisfied with the apex grade for
themselves. And this left many others in
the three services in the lurch. Hence, one

can speculate about the unfortunate
possibility of such a polarisation amongst
ranks in the Services. This feeling must
not be allowed to percolate into the
serving fraternity.

The fallout of the twin polarisation
may have the potential to politicise the
men in the armed forces and the veterans.
Nowhere in the post Second World War
history of the “Man on the Horse Back”,
term used by Finer, have so many been so
humiliated after having given so much to
the nation nor have so much of a
sociological damage done to the psyche
of the services fraternity. Sometimes, the
harsh reality and truth must be faced and
recorded. Let us not forget history of the
Bonus Marchers when the US veterans of
the First World War camped in
Washington DC in 1932 and subsequently
when President Roosevelt wanted to
make a financial cut in respect of the
Army and the utterance of General
MacArthur, the then US Chief Of the
Army Staff, recorded in his memoirs
which I quote “…and in the next war
when a young American soldier dying
with an enemy bayonet in his guts spits
out the last curse on the person who has
been responsible for his death, I do not
want that name to be MacArthur but
Roosevelt”. MacArthur further writes,
“…this was the second time in my life that
I felt sick in my stomach as I nearly
staggered out of the meeting”. The

President called back and said “Douglas
you and your Army can have the money”.
The lesson is implicit and explicit too.

This note of mine does not diminish
my love, respect and friendship that I
maintain at a personal level towards the
fraternity of the service chiefs both retired
and serving. In building a nation state
and raising it to the level of a major power,
we must inculcate the culture of direct
communication, which will allow the
process of “agreeing to disagree without
being disagreeable”. I have an uneasy
feeling that the Prime Minister has been
misled and the President too has been ill
advised. This has led to their total lack of
communication directly with the
aggrieved veterans.

To end, it will be useful for the sake of
politicians and the bureaucrats to visit
Plato (Dialogue “only the dead have seen
the end of all wars”) and Hobbs
(Leviathan “man in the state of nature”).
Should the politicians fail to remember
Plato or the bureaucrats forget Hobbs that
“man (in this case the bureaucrat) in the
state of nature is eternally aggressive,
destructive and hegemonic in nature
unless made to be bound by the
contractual obligations enshrined in the
Constitution for good behaviour/
intention enforced by the politician, this
nation state of ours may continue to
remain underdeveloped despite enjoying
economic prosperity.

POINT - COUNTERPOINT
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A lot of heat and dust was generated by
the plethora of opinions that followed on
the heels of the terrorist attack on the air
base at Pathankot, both in the audio
visual and in the print media from a wide
range of analysts. Unfortunately, few
analysts had access to information and
their opinions were at best speculative
and in some cases downright motivated.
Now that sufficient time has elapsed post
the event, a bit of reasoned analysis is
called for.

Whether the operation was a
resounding success or otherwise
depends to a large extent on the terms of
reference used to describe the term. An
obvious conclusion however, is that a
major tragedy was averted. Advance
intelligence was available, which
undoubtedly points to the effectiveness
of the Indian intelligence network. That
undoubtedly was a major contributory
factor which led to all vital assets being
secured before the terrorists could strike.

It is by now common knowledge that
the terrorists crossed over into Punjab
from across the international border (IB).
The border is guarded by the BSF, and
this being the second such infiltration by
terrorists over a short span of time, the
earlier one having taken place in
Gurdaspur district on 27 July 2015, points
to the need for additional measures to
nab the terrorists at the IB itself. While
the IB is fenced, large gaps exist due to
the riverine terrain, which must be
guarded by other means. Here, terrain
and weather conditions facilitate
infiltration of small groups of people.
Multiple means need to be employed to

seal off such routes of ingress. The BSF
also needs to be better trained, equipped
and led to increase its effectiveness. A
possible intervention in this regard is to
make the BSF into a paramilitary force on
the lines of the Assam Rifles, rather than
keeping it as a Central Armed Police
Force, officered by the IPS. It must be
appreciated that the Pakistan Rangers,
whom the BSF faces across the IB are
paramilitary forces, trained on the lines
of the Pakistan army and led by Pakistan
army officers. The BSF too needs army
leadership, which would also lead to
better integration between the Army and
the BSF, both in peace and in war.

While intelligence inputs were timely,
some aspects could have been handled
better. The case of Mr Salwinder Singh,
the abducted superintendent of Police of
Punjab, is a case in point. The SP had
reported the matter of his car being
forcibly taken by the terrorists and his
escape from their clutches. He had also
stated that his mobile phone had been
taken by the terrorists. Why tabs were not
immediately kept on the mobile phone
and its location traced remains a mystery.
Had this been done, it would have
enabled the security forces to home on to
the location of the terrorists and enable
their neutralisation in a faster timeframe.
In such operations, which are time
sensitive, all intelligence agencies must
be proactive, and react in real time to the
demands of the situation.

With advance warning being made
available of a possible terror strike in
Pathankot, the security of all sensitive
areas in the town, to include the air force

station, the army cantonment and the
public utilities was beefed up. The air
force station had their own Garud
commandos, and these were reinforced
by two ghatak platoons from the infantry,
as per the laid down station drills. In
addition, the NSG commandos were also
flown in to the air force station, to cater
for any hostage situation that could arise
in the town as a result of action by the
terrorists.

The detection of the terrorists on the
night of 1 January followed information
provided by a drone, flown by the IAF,
indicating the presence of some people
inside the perimeter. The IAF Garud
commandos  sent to investigate a
possible intrusion were fired upon and
the leading commando was killed in
action. The terrorists thereafter fled in
the opposite direction, where they
happened to chance upon the DSC
personnel in the cook house. They
opened fire on these unarmed men and
killed three of them. A fourth soldier
grappled with one of the terrorists and
pinned him down, but the other
terrorists opened fire and hurled a
grenade as a result of which both the
soldier and the terrorist was killed. The
commander of the DSC guard, Hony
Capt Fateh Singh, hearing gunshots
came out to investigate the matter but he
too was shot. In the initial gunfight itself
then, the terrorists had killed one soldier
from the IAF Garud commando platoon
and five soldiers from the DSC.

By this time the infantry ghataks had
been deployed and the routes of escape
of the terrorists were cut off. The three

CONFRONTING TERROR:
Lessons From the Pathankot

Terror Attack
Maj Gen Dhruv C Katoch, SM, VSM
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remaining terrorists in this group were
then eliminated by the infantry ghataks.
The surprise appearance of two more
terrorists a day later was also taken care
off and both were eliminated in due
course of time.

A lot of media space was taken up on
the length of time taken to neutralise the
terrorists. This really bespoke of a lack of
understanding of such operations. Once
a terrorist is located and isolated, then
the amount of time taken to neutralise
the threat is of lesser concern. The
operation is no longer time sensitive and
the emphasis shifts to ensuring that the
threat is removed without any damage
being caused to own troops. A more
relevant observation was of the multiple
authorities detailed to deal with the
situation. Four different types of forces
were operating in the base, of which the
IAF Garud commandos and the DSC
personnel were directly under the
control of the Air Force. With the arrival
of the NSG commandos and the infantry
ghatak platoons, there was a need for a
more formalised control structure for all
the forces. This remained a lacuna in the
operation carried out against the
terrorists in Pathankot and needs
rectification. Policies need to be
formulated in peace time on command

and control structures, to obviate
dissonance in times of crisis.

Adding to the dissonance caused by
lack of formalised command and control
structures was the presence of a large
number of senior officers on the site.
Besides a Brigadier from the Indian
Army, who perhaps should have been the
only one controlling the operation, there
were a large number of officers from the
NSG to include their Director General, IG
(Ops) and a few DIG rank level officers.
Also, in location at the Air Force station
was the AOC-in-C Western Air
Command. In future, the movement of
senior officers to the site of incident must
be curbed. Even if they choose to be in
location, their role in the conduct of
operations and in interacting with the
media must be regulated.

The attack on the airfield also brought
out inadequacies in handling of the
media. A lot of garbled information kept
flowing from Pathankot, which did little
credit to the Armed Forces. This once
again highlights the need to establish a
media centre, which acts as a one point
stop for all news related to the event at
hand. The Armed Forces need to get
media savvy and have teams ready which
can provide the requisite information to
the scores of news channels across the

country. As a matter of form, it would be
better if senior officers from the Armed
Forces and the police stay out of such
briefings. This would eliminate
oneupmanship and inculcate a sense of
jointness in the conduct of operations.

Finally, a word about why the
Pathankot base was attacked. Besides the
evident desire of the Pakistani
establishment to stir the terrorism pot
within India, ostensibly over the issue of
J&K, it was perhaps also designed to
convey a larger geo-political message to
India to stay away from Afghanistan,
which Pakistan considers as its backyard. It
must be remembered that India had
recently gifted four attack helicopters to
Afghanistan and there were Afghan Air
Force personnel undergoing training at the
Pathankot air base. The attack would have
had great symbolic impact if the terrorists
had breached the security cordon and
killed any of the Afghans or destroyed the
attack helicopters inside the base. In the
event, the terrorists could do precious
little, and the limited success they got was
mostly against unarmed personnel. When
viewed dispassionately, the overall
operation was certainly a success, though
much can be learned from the weaknesses
which were observed in some of our
response mechanisms.
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John K Galbraith and Chester Bowles
were not only friends of India, but
American ambassadors who, along
with their spouses, immersed
themselves in the Indian culture and
ways. Besides a bundle of cherished
memories, they left behind much
more. Like their simple, practical
interventions that changed lives.

Reading the weekly column of the
Editor-in-Chief in Sunday Tribune
(October 18), I was reminded of my
brush with US Ambassador John
Kenneth Galbraith in December, 1962,
during his visit to 17 Infantry Division,
that had been moved post haste from
Ambala cantonment and deployed
close to Cooch Behar. It was the most
awkward of times to host a visitor —
within days of the war-hardened Indian
Army’s lacklustre account on the
battlefields of the Sino-Indian war, in
the Thag La-Se La region — but we had
no choice. There was neither an agenda
nor any brief about the purpose of the
visit, but General KP Candeth was well
versed in diplomatic parlance and we
knew he would handle the visit suavely.
As the Ambassador emerged from

the one-on-one meeting, he noticed a
few tanks in the near distance and said,
“General, those tanks look familiar.”
“Yes, Mr  Ambassador,” replied General
Candeth, “they are indeed the US
Army’s World War II vintage Sherman
tanks.” And Mr Galbraith responded
diplomatically, “I think we ought to give
you better ones, for your future needs,
General.” Paradoxically, when the
Patton tanks, the latest armament from
the US army’s stables, did arrive, they
were deployed on the wrong side of the
Radcliffe Line!

About six months later, I was granted
a few weeks’ leave and I made haste
from Gangtok to join my wife at
Chandigarh. We had planned a quiet
few days at our favourite destination,
our friend John Bandon’s guesthouse at
Manali. Borrowing my father's Fiat car,
on the first day we could only make it to
the PWD rest house at Palampur. There
was no fuss about prior reservation in
such establishments in those days, and
the chowkidar promptly ushered us to
suite number 1.
Typical of the Raj days’ ambience,

the bedroom alone had space and
furniture enough to house and furnish
an entire modern day flat. Wide
windows on one side opened onto a
pine-covered ridge and on the other
side, onto a manicured lawn bordered
with neat flowerbeds. But the
centrepiece was the double bed; we
stood transfixed not by its antiquity but
by its enormous 8 foot length!
Shortly, the chowkidar filled us with

the narrative that a few months earlier,
the Galbraiths had chosen to halt here
for the night on their drive to Manali
and knowing that Ambassador
Galbraith was over 6 feet, 6 inches tall
and his wife almost 6 feet, the Punjab
government had worked overtime to
especially fabricate this bed.
My next brush with Ambassador

Galbraith (in absentia of course) was in
the sand dunes of the Thar Desert in
Rajasthan, where he had become a
legend with the staff and workforce of
the Indira Gandhi Rajasthan Canal
Project.
We were out on training manoeuvres

in the close vicinity of the canal, which
had attained about half its intended
length and construction was afoot at a

high pitch. The main workhorse for
conveyance of construction material to
the sites was the camel cart, which had
the traditional wooden wheels, sans
ball bearings, and so could haul no
more than 30 per cent of the normal
cart capacity.
Now, Ambassador Galbraith on a

routine diplomatic visit to the canal was
appalled both by the wasted cart
capacity and especially the extra strain
on the camel. That is when in a flash,
the centuries-old camel cart wooden
wheel got replaced by the discarded
balloon tyres of aircraft — which when
fixed to an axle with ball bearings
revolutionised the camel-cart design
and camels hauled even more than the
intended capacity, without breaking a
sweat and with looks of utter
nonchalance!
The water channel of the canal was

brick-lined on the inside but the outer
flanks of the two banks were supported
by compacted sand-piles, the tops of
which allowed light vehicle traffic. The
desert wind is known to erode any sand
structure faster and deeper than even
rain, so desert grasses and shrubs were
planted on the outer slopes of both
sand banks to minimise erosion.Two
rows of trees on either berm of the top
carriageway would provide shade as
their roots would also help keep the
sand trapped in place. And at the base
of both banks, another row of trees up
to 20 feet deep was to act as the
windbreaker. This grand design was
implicitly implemented. But imagine
the irrigation needs of the huge number
of plants and trees in the hostile desert
environs in the first at least 10 years.
Once again, it was the camel carts that
roved mornings and evenings over the

IN STEP WITH AMBASSADOR
GALBRAITH

Lt Gen Baljit Singh, AVSM, VSM
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canal carriageways, irrigating the
saplings as the carts ambled on. It is not
hard to visualise how soon the water
tanks would be decanted and each cart
would go back and forth between the
replenishing station and the canal road.
Astonishing as it would appear in

hindsight, it was again the innovative
mind of Ambassador Galbraith which
came up with a brilliant irrigation
contraption: a portable diesel pumpset
was fixed to a wooden platform. This
was floated upon the canal-water
surface and when required, the pump
was started and its platform hitched to
a camel’s harness to make for the finest,
highly efficient, and the most
economical and mobile irrigation
facility! So today we have perhaps the
longest canal in the country with a
flourishing ribbon-forest along both its

edges, home to countless desert living
forms.
In all fairness to the residents of

Roosevelt House, we need to recall
another, perhaps the greatest, work-a-
day innovation which freed countless
thousands of India’s safai karamcharis
from chronic spinal disorders.
Ambassador and Mrs Chester Bowles
were frequent visitors to Chandni
Chowk on Sunday mornings. They
observed and realised the discomfort to
karamcharis of continuous bending at
the small back, and pivoting on their
heels to the right and left to sweep with
the traditional broom, endlessly.
I think the credit belongs to Mrs

Bowles, who one morning sent their
driver back to fetch her walking stick
and engaging a woman karamchari in
chit- chat, she took her broom and

inserted the pointed end of the walking
stick inside the handhold edge of her
broom. And golly, you had the new-look
broom with a 3-foot stave (now a
common sight) to hold from and sweep
with greater ease, from a comfortable
stance.
I hope the “Make in India” minds are

reading this text!

Commissioned in the Regiment of
Artillery in July 1956, Lt Gen Baljit

Singh, AVSM, VSM, retired on 31 July
1992 after 36 years of distinguished

service. A keen sportsman,
accomplished writer and noted

environmentalist, he is an active
promoter of Conservation of Nature,

more so within and by the Armed
Forces.
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The Galbraiths play the good hosts and join in, much to the delight of a Bhangra troupe. Photo Credit: Public Affairs Section, US Embassy
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The watered down version of One Rank
One Pension (OROP) that has been
notified suffers from grave infirmities
and is not in consonance with the
definition approved by Parliament. Also,
the directions of the Supreme Court in
the case of Maj. Gen. S.P.S. Vains (Retd)
and others, that lays down guiding
principles required to be observed with
regard to military pensions, have not
been followed. While this issue needs
speedy resolution, the Prime Minister
must also consider the potential of
veterans, which could be an enabler in
furtherance of his plans to develop India.
At present, there are approximately 25

lakh veterans, with another 50,000
joining their ranks annually — most in
their mid-30s or early 40s. As majority of
these veterans spend large portions of
their service career away from home and
family, they tend to be reluctant to move
away from their villages to look for
second careers. Given that it is rural areas
that face challenges with availability of
skilled manpower and last mile
connectivity, this resource, if properly
harnessed, the veteran community can
be a game-changer and the difference
between success and failure of Mr Modi's
development initiative.
The government could look at the

manner in which the United States has
institutionalised its handling of military
veterans to utilise their full potential,
given that it has approximately 19 million
veterans today. In 1930, President
Herbert Hoover consolidated all different
departments providing benefits to
military veterans, creating the Veterans
Administration tasked to “consolidate
and coordinate government activities
affecting war veterans”. This was elevated
to a cabinet-level executive department
by President Ronald Reagan and
renamed the Department of Veterans
Affairs. Its importance can be gauged
from President George H.W. Bush’s
statement: “There is only one place for

the Veterans of America, in the Cabinet
Room, at the table with the President of
the United States of America.”
In addition, in 1944, the US Congress

passed the Servicemen's Readjustment
Act, known informally as the GI Bill. This
legislation provided a range of benefits
for returning World War II veterans
(commonly referred to as GIs). Benefits
included low-cost mortgages, low-
interest loans to start a business, cash
payments of tuition and living expenses
to attend university, high school or
vocational education, as well as one year
of unemployment compensation. By
1956, roughly eight million veterans had
availed of these benefits. This was
enlarged in scope in 1966 to include all
veterans and continues to be the
mainstay of legislation providing benefits
to retiring servicemen. Historians and
economists judge this legislation to be a
major political and economic success,
especially in contrast to the treatments of
World War I veterans, and a major
contribution to America's stock of
human capital that enhanced long-term
economic growth.
In India, we have the Department of

Ex Servicemen Welfare under the
Ministry of Defence. Over the years this

department has come to be universally
detested by veterans, not least for the
callous treatment that it hands out, but
also for all manner of impediments that it
creates. Mr Modi has an opportunity to
transform and upgrade this institutional
framework on the lines of the US
Department of Veteran Affairs, ideally
placing it directly under a minister with
cabinet rank. The Government needs to
recognise that resettlement and
rehabilitation of veterans is an important
facet of governance that impacts the
morale and functioning of serving
soldiers. There is a necessity to look
beyond just providing veterans with
enhanced pensions or reservations in
Government departments, but to explore
ways in which their expertise, knowledge
and skill can be harnessed for nation
building. Their sense of patriotism and
their discipline, experience, skills and
initiative can add value to our attempts
to improve our economy.

The writer is a military veteran
serving as a consultant with the

Observer Research Foundation. A
version of this article appeared in The
Pioneer, Thursday, 26 November 2015.

OROP: WHAT NEXT?
Brig. Deepak Sinha
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Closer to our times, my mind goes back
to one among the several mega-
celebrations organised in the UK in 1995
on the occasion of the 50th anniversary
of the end of WW II.

It was appropriate that the Indian
contingent to the celebrations would
include soldiers decorated with the
Victoria Cross (VC), the foremost British
award for gallantry on the battlefield. Of
the 32 Indian awardees of the VC during
the war, only 11 were alive in 1995. Four
VC veterans could not undertake the
journey to the UK due to age and
infirmness, but the remaining seven were
glad to participate. Of these, the six
doughty Gorkha veterans had various
grades of flab around their midriffs but
the seventh, Subedar Major (Honorary
Captain) Umrao Singh, over six-foot tall,
of ram-rod stance, flat bellied and broad
chested, became the cynosure of all eyes.

The way he walked up to Queen
Elizabeth in the Audience Hall of
Buckingham Palace, any drill sergeant-
major from the Coldstream Guards
Brigade would have been envious. Little
wonder that breaking precedence of
ceremonial etiquette, the gathering burst
into spontaneous applause! The
following day when Prime Minister John
Major happened to drive past some
invitees and from the corner of his eye
caught the sun glinting on their VC
medals, the Prime Minister had his car
halt.

Walking up to the veterans, he saluted
and greeted each with a firm handshake.
In the UK, if a man (nationality
notwithstanding) with a VC or MC
pinned on the chest were to walk out,
chances are that nine out of 10 passersby
would halt mid-stride, smile and nod in
salutation. In India, even though
righteous wars and warriors have been

glorified by the gods through the epic
Mahabharata, yet not one in a thousand
Indians will know what a PVC, MVC or
VrC looks like, leave alone greet its bearer.

Dismissing his car, John Major
escorted them to the venue of the
function. Striking a conversation, he
inquired if the veterans had any
hardships that needed attention. Umrao
Singh was prompt to state that although
the prevalent currency exchange rate was
Rs 50 to a pound, yet the VC pension
handed out to them was at the paltry
exchange rate of 1945. He asked, would it
not be fair to revise their pension, which
was last fixed in 1945, and bring it on a
par with their counterparts in the UK?
John Major was visibly upset at the
injustice and promised that Her
Majesty’s Government would rectify it.

Six months later in March 1996,
Christopher Thomas, South Asia
correspondent of The Times (London),
drove to Umrao Singh’s home at Palra
village (Jhajjar district, Haryana) with the
news that Her Majesty’s Government had
enhanced their VC pension from 100
pounds per annum to 1,300 pounds! And

it would be admitted at that day’s
prevailing currency exchange rate or a
subsequent rate, whichever was higher,
but never lower than that day’s!
Obviously, Umrao Singh was astounded
at this windfall. He rushed to his wife
who was frying “parathas” on a wood fire
and declared, “Vimla, now we can live in
style.” Umrao Singh brought out an
unopened bottle of rum. He filled two
large steel tumblers almost to the brim.
Handing one to Christopher and holding
his own in the left hand, Umrao came to
attention, and giving a smart salute said,
“This is for John Major, the Prime
Minister of Britain! He has made me
happy and proud.” He could now pass his
allotted days with the dignity due to a VC.
He passed away on November 22, 2005.

Commissioned in the Regiment of
Artillery in July 1956, Lt Gen Baljit Singh,
AVSM, VSM, retired on 31 July 1992 after
36 years of distinguished service. A keen

sportsman, accomplished writer and
noted environmentalist, he is an active

promoter of Conservation of Nature,
more so within and by the Armed

Forces.

RESPECTING A VICTORIA CROSS:
The Story of Sub. Maj. & Hony Capt. Umrao Singh, VC

Lt Gen Baljit Singh, AVSM, VSM
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During the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Singapore on
23 November 2015, the two nations signed 10 bilateral
agreements including a joint declaration on 'strategic
partnership’.As per the MEA spokesperson, Mr Vikas Swarup, the
Indian premier met his Singaporean counterpart Lee Hsien Loong
and President of Singapore Tony Tan Keng Yam. During the
visit,10 bilateral documents were signed across sectors,
showing "a large bandwidth of cooperation”.These included joint
declaration on strategic partnership to defence, cyber security,
shipping, culture, and civil aviation. Earlier, on his four day visit
to Malaysia, both countries agreed to strengthen their defence
cooperation, including improved maritime security and disaster
response in the region. At the end of his visit to Malaysia, the PM
said that he was “pleased that we have agreed to upgrade our
joint exercises and set up the SU-30 Forum”. He added that“we
will do more in terms of level and complexity of exercises, and
collaboration in training and defence equipment.”Besides

agreeing to regular summits, ministerial dialogues and official
meetings, the two countries have agreed to cooperate in
cybersecurity. Raising the issue of terrorism, the Prime Minister
said the recent attacks in different countries were a reminder of
the global nature of this threat. In this context, he said Malaysia
had provided leadership in combating extremism and
radicalisation, rejecting any link between terrorism and religion,
and in highlighting the real values of Islam.

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, chaired the Combined
Commanders Conference on board INS Vikramaditya at Sea, off
the coast of Kochi on December 15, 2015. This is the first time
that the Combined Commanders Conference has been held on
board an aircraft carrier. In his address the Prime Minister stated
that the aircraft carrier is ‘the instrument of our maritime power
and a symbol of our maritime responsibility’. He paid tributes to
the armed forces and complimented them on the yeoman work
done by them during the recent floods in Chennai, the
earthquake in Nepal and the relief work carried out in Yemen. He
gave his commitment for the speedy implementation of OROP
and for building the National War Memorial and Museum in the
heart of our nation’s capital. He also committed to improve skills
and opportunities for ex-servicemen, so that when they leave the
Service, they can still serve the nation with pride and dignity. The
Prime Minister also spoke of the many challenges which the
nation faced and steps being taken by his government to
address them. He stated that while the nation is committed to
peace, it will never ever drop its guard and will continue to
strengthen our defence capabilities and infrastructure as also

regional and global partnerships. He also stated that the process
of defence procurements has been speeded up and firm steps
are being taken to address shortages and cater for
replacements. The public sector too is gearing up to the
challenge and defence manufacturing is being transformed
through radically new policies and initiatives. The Prime Minister
also emphasised the need for modernisation of the force into
one that is agile, mobile and driven by technology, which has the
capability to win wars swiftly. This, he stated, would require
reforms in senior defence management.

NEWS
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COMBINED COMMANDERS
CONFERENCE ABOARD INS
VIKRAMADITYA AT SEA

INDIA STRENGTHENS
TIES WITH SINGAPORE,
MALAYSIA
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Sweden has offered to manufacture its fifth generation Gripen
fighter aircraft in India, along with technology transfer. Sweden’s
defence manufacturer Saab has, besides offering to set up a base
in India, has also indicated its willingness to collaborate with India in
the development of aerospace capability for the next 100 years
and partner in developing the next version of indigenous Light
Combat Aircraft Tejas and the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA), being developed and designed by Aeronautical
Development Agency. Ulf Nilsson, head of Saab's aeronautics
division, stated that the offer of technology transfer would be real
as they are offering India 'full system control' and 'full software
control'. 

The Indian Army will hold its largest ever
multi-nation military exercise in Pune next
year, in which all the ten member states
of Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and its eight dialogue partners
will participate. For the period2014-17,
ASEAN had developed a roadmap to build
common understanding to achieve
interoperability in the fields of
Humanitarian Mine Action and UN
Peacekeeping Operations in the region.
Besides ASEAN's 10 member states, the
Field Training Exercise (FTX-2016) would
involve participation from and eight
dialogue partner countries which are
Australia, China, India,Japan,New Zealand,
South Korea, US, and Russia. It aims to
promote practical cooperation and give
opportunity to share and learn good
practices from each other. ASEAN is a
political and economic organisation of ten
Southeast Asian countries Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
and Vietnam. Earlier, ASEAN and India
had reaffirmed their commitment to
strengthen and advance the strategic
partnership and step-up cooperation.

SAAB’s GRIPPEN FIGHTER AIRCRAFT

MULTI NATION
MILITARY
EXERCISE TO BE
HOSTED IN PUNE

WHITHER FGFA?
During the visit of the Russian Deputy Defense Minister Yuri Boisov to India in early
December, the visiting dignitary stated that testing of the PAK FA is nearly complete.
The 5th generation fighter is intended to replace the Mig-29 and Su-27 currently in
service in India. The fighter is part of a development partnership between Russian
manufacturer Sukhoi and India’s Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). The IAF may
purchase 154 of the aircraft once they come into service in 2016. The PAK FA is set to
rival the US made F-35 fighter, but holds a major export advantage in that it is much
more cost effective. However, negotiations between the two countries over the joint
development of the Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft (FGFA), have been stalled over the
last two years. There are two parts to the FGFA project. One is the research and
development (R&D) contract for $11 billion for long-term development of the jet. It has
been pending ratification since 2013. The second is the actual joint-production or
manufacturing of the plane. The preliminary design stage of the FGFA programme was
completed in June 2013 and India has so far spent Rs 1,483.15 crore on it. As a result,
the T-50 fighter jet has been built for the Russians under its PAK-FA (Prospective
Airborne Complex of Frontline Aviation) programme for the FGFA. The jet is already test-
flying and is slated to be inducted into the Russian air force in 2016.
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The Chinesenavy has recently completed a series of ‘realistic
confrontation training exercises’ in the South China Sea (SCS)
which could set the tone for renewed tension in the disputed
waters.The People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) fielded a new
type of ‘submarine’. However, it is not clear if the vessel was one
of the new Type 94 Jin-class nuclear submarines.Multi-type of
destroyers and frigates carrying anti-submarine helicopters were
part of the exercise.Sources said the vessel was a submarine
submersible ballistic nuclear (SSBN - in other terms, a nuclear-
powered sub capable of carrying nuclear missiles). This was
second such exercise within weeks.

NEWS
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CHINA: PLAN FIELDS  A NEW TYPE 94 JIN
CLASS SUBMARINE

CONCERNS OVER IOR
During his visit to Sri
Lanka from November
23-25 for the Galle
Dialogue, Navy chief
Admiral Robin Dhowan
warned that the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR)
faces a broad spectrum
of traditional and non-
traditional threats, which
would require stronger
regional collaborative
mechanisms and
architectures to ensure
maritime stability. He
added that the Indian
Navy is cognisant of the
fact that maintaining
stability in the maritime

domain is a shared responsibility of all coastal states, which can
best be achieved through a cooperative and collaborative
approach through open, inclusive regional mechanisms.

A unique factor that differentiates the Indian Ocean from the
other two major oceans, the Pacific and the Atlantic, is that 80%
of the oil and trade that emanates in the IOR is "extra-regional" in
nature. This implies that any impediment to the free movement of
oil or trade through the IOR will have an impact not just on the
economies of the region, but the global economy as well. It's in
the IOR where interests of the rim countries as well as major
geo-political entities intersect. Holding that the IOR faced threats
ranging from asymmetric warfare and maritime terrorism to
piracy and illicit trafficking, the Naval Chief said that globalisation

has led to vulnerability of the oceans and no single navy was
robust enough to monitor the "global commons" and handle the
varied challenges on its own. Therefore, the new Indian maritime
security strategy is centred on ‘shaping a favourable and positive
maritime environment’,with presence, maritime engagement and
regional maritime domain awareness amongst its key pillars.
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In November-December 2015, the
annual northeast monsoon rains were
unprecedented and resulted in many
parts of South India getting flooded.
Particularly affected were the
Coromandel Coast regions of Tamil

Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, and the
union territory of Puducherry, with
Tamil Nadu and the city of Chennai
particularly hard-hit. The Army was
called out for flood relief operations
and once again, rendered yeoman

service in rescuing thousands of
marooned persons, from infants to the
aged. The pics below give a general idea
of the type of rescue efforts undertaken
by the Army and have been provided by
4 Madras (WLI).

FLOOD HIT CHENNAI:
INDIAN ARMY TO THE RESCUE
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Colonel Santosh Mahadik, Sena Medal,
Commanding Officer, 41 Rashtriya
Rifles (RR), succumbed to fatal injuries
following a fierce gun battle with
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terrorists on 17
November 2015, in Kupwara district.
Fourteen years ago, in 2001, in the same
district, Santosh, then in 21Para Special
Forces (SF), formerly 21 Maratha Light
Infantry), whose radio call-sign Santo
became his nick-name, was awarded
the Sena Medal for eliminating four
terrorists also of LeT.
It was in Sainik School, Satara that

Santosh became a good
boxer and horse-rider.
Following his graduation, he
was selected to join the
Indian Military Academy.
With his kind of
temperament, sports
achievements, doggedness,
drive etc, it was not
surprising that he got
commissioned into 21 Para
(SF), in December 1998.
Apart from being an
accomplished paratrooper,
Santo added a coveted
special forces qualification of
becoming a clearance diver.
Having spent 6 of his almost
18 years of service fighting
Pakistani terrorists in J&K, he
had participated in several
operations.
In August 2014, Colonel

Santosh Mahadik took over
as Commanding Officer, 41 RR, one of
the four RR battalions of Maratha Light
Infantry, raised in the mid 1990s and
since deployed in Kupwara. On 13
November 2015, 41 RR launched an
operation to flush out suspected LeT
terrorists, hiding in the dense forest of
Haji Naka-Manigah in Kupwara district,
near the LoC. Col Mahadik’s team had
been in hot pursuit of the terrorists,
who had fled deep into the forests. In an

encounter on 17 November 2015, the
fourth day of the operation, he was
grievously wounded and succumbed to
his injuries in hospital on the same day.
General Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Northern Command Lt Gen. DS Hooda
expressed condolences saying "We owe
a deep debt of gratitude to officers like
Santosh who lead from the front and
are willing to pay the ultimate price in
the fight against terrorism."
Born in a humble family surnamed

Ghorpode, at Pogarwadi, in
Maharashtra’s Satara district, where his

father was a dairy farmer, Santosh was
adopted by his maternal grandfather,
whose surname Mahadik, became his
also. In 2003, Santo married Swati, a
specialist educator of differently abled
children and shortly later adopted his
niece, who after a number of years of
schooling, joined her parents. Swati’s
and Santo’s own children are daughter,
Kartiki, born in 2004 and son, Swaraj,
born in 2011.

Col Mahadik’s mortal remains,
escorted by officers and men of
RR/Maratha Light Infantry were
brought to Pogarwadi for the last rites,
where a huge crowd of mourners from
surrounding villages as well as senior
serving officers and veterans had
already converged to pay their last
respects. Defence Minister Manohar
Parrikar re-adjusted hisschedule to
attend the funeral at Pogarwadi. Chants
of “Bharat Mata Ki Jai… Santosh
Mahadik Amar Rahe” filled the air as
Santo was laid to rest with a 21-gun

salute and full military
honours at Pogarwadi’s
Zilla Parishad school
ground. Every inch of the
primary school premises
was filled with mourners. It
was a poignant moment
when Col Santosh
Mahadik’s 11 year old
daughter Kartiki, escorted
by an officer and two
soldiers from the Maratha
LI, in ceremonial uniform,
went up to the flower-
decked coffin and through
her tears, proudly saluted
her father. A little while
later, the body was laid on
the funeral pyre. Col
Mahadik’s five-year-old
son, similarly escorted,
then lit his father’s funeral
pyre and a brave soldier
was finally laid to rest.

While for his grandfather, now over 100
years of age, bedridden, but mentally
alert, Santosh’s death came as a rude
shock, for his mother it is worse as his
father died over a year ago. Swati, who is
dealing with her grief as a Veer
Naari(war widow), has expressed her
strong desire to join the Army, in which
case, with her qualifications, she may
be a great asset to the Army Education
Corps.

TRIBUTE TO A BRAVEHEART
Lt Col Anil Bhat

36-Obit_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  2/16/2016  9:10 PM  Page 1



RAISINA HILLS

37salutemagazine@gmail.com >> December 2015 - January 2016 >> SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER

During his 4 day tour of the U.S., Defence
Minister Manohar Parrikar
acknowledged good chemistry and
rapport with his counterpart, Dr Ashton
Carter. Both of them being technocrats,
both physicists, may be the reason Mr.
Parrikar feels that they clicked. Dr Carter
is a double major in physics and
medieval history from Yale and recipient
of a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford
University from where he received his
doctorate in theoretical physics, while
Mr. Parrikar is a graduate of Indian
Institute of Technology, Mumbai.

Having identified 17 new areas for
potential cooperation under Defence
Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI),
launched in 2012 to enhance bilateral
strategic partnership, particularly in high
technology,  Mr. Parrikar said he and Dr.
Carter had agreed to closely monitor its
progress. Not divulging details of the new
areas identified for cooperation, he said
these covered radar systems and UAVs
among others. He also stated that of the
six items that were earlier considered
under DTTI, two were found unsuitable
but the other four were making good
progress.

The Defence Minister’s tour included
a visit to U.S. Pacific Command
(PACOM), the Pentagon, a visit with
Secretary Carter to observe flight
operations aboard the aircraft carrier
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower and
interaction with Indian and U.S defence
companies at the U.S. India Business
Council (USIBC) that is spearheading

wide range of bilateral cooperation.
"The confidence of American

companies to go for a Make in India
probably has improved a lot," Mr
Parrikar is reported to have said, adding
that most of the offset problems that
America Inc has consistently complained
about had been resolved. "If you hear it
now," he said, "They will tell you that
most of the problems have already been
attended to and probably only one
notification is yet to be issued, which
should be coming in the next 10 days.
Almost every difficulty they faced has
been addressed... Over a period of the
last six months, most of the problems of
offsets have been addressed... Textron,
for example, had a problem and we
cleared it. Others had problems, we
cleared it. So, I don't think the problem
will be too much in the next two months.
The final notification is coming. After
that, they do have some demands, but
those are not obstructive in nature -
those are slightly progressive in nature
and we have to study
them... We are examining
them because they are
more of an incentive
nature... But all the difficult
parts of it have been
mostly resolved." Mr.
Parrikar is reported to have
said.

Messrs Parrikar and
Carter are reported to have
expressed satisfaction over
progress made by the two
joint working groups – one
on aircraft carrier
technology cooperation

and the other on jet engine technology. A
joint statement said “Secretary Carter
informed Minister Parrikar that in light of
the strengthening relationship between
the United States and India, the DoD has
updated its policy on gas turbine engine
technology transfer to India.”

According to USIBC president
Mukesh Aghi, Mr. Parrikar’s visit
demonstrated the growing trust between
the two countries in the sensitive area of
defence. But it was Aparna Pande,
Director, Initiative on the Future of India
and South Asia at Hudson Institute,
Washington who made a significant
comment: "Minister Parrikar's first trip
was a success on form, symbol and
generated enough hope on substance.
We know the political leadership in both
countries wants the relationship to move
ahead. But for that to happen the
bureaucracies need to come closer
together. It also needs closer ties not only
between governments but also between
the private sectors of both countries.
America's closest ties are with those
countries where the defence relationship
is strongest and India would benefit by
developing this aspect of the relationship
as well."

There is no doubt that the good vibes
and agreements mentioned between the
two leaders will fructify only with both
countries’ bureaucracies cutting or at
least considerably loosening the red tape.

DEFENCE MINISTER PARRIKAR’S VISIT TO US

Lt Col Anil Bhat 
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Selection of Candidates:
BSc Nursing/General Nursing &
Midwifery(GNW) Course-2016
Applications are called for fromfemale
candidates only for admission to BSc
Nursing/ GNM course 2016 at
Colleges/Schools of Nursing of Armed
Forces Medical Services.For eligibility
terms & conditions etc. see Employment
News/Rozgar Samachar issue of 28 Nov
2015. The same will be available on the
website www.indianarmy.nic.in and in
www.joinindianarmy.nic.in.This year, the
application process will be conducted
online.

The candidate can submit application
online through www.joinindianarmy.
nic.infrom 01 Dec 2015 to 30 Dec 2015.
No paper applications are required to be
forwarded. The address for contact is:
Integrated Headquarters of MoD(Army)
AG’s Branch, Dte General of Medical
Services (Army)-4B, Room No 45, ‘L’
Block, New Delhi – 01.

Institution of Gaurav Padak
In order to recognise the contribution
and involvement of the parents of the
wards who are recruited/selected as
cadets, it has been directed that “Gaurav
Padak” be instituted and all such
parent(s) be honoured at the time of
“Attestation Parade” of recruits and
“Passing Out Parade” in case of
Gentleman Cadets (GC). The Padak will
be effectively presented to the parents of
all courses passing out from Regt
Training Centres/all Officer’s Training
Institutes wef 01 Oct 2013. IHQ, MoD,
AG’s Branch/CW2 letter No
B/43282/GP/AG/CW3 dated 25 Jul 2013
refers.

Procedure for Registration of
Dependents
The eligibility criterion for dependent to

apply with Army Welfare Placement
Organisation(AWPO) is:
• Legitimate born child whether son or
daughter of serving/ retired Army
personnel.
• Legitimate born child of serving/ retired
Territorial Army/ DSC personnel.
• Spouse of the serving/ retired Army
personnel and spouse of the serving/
retired Territorial Army/ DSC personnel.
Categories. The wards of the serving/ex-
army men who attain the age of 18 years
and above will be eligible for registration
in any of the three categories viz. PG and
above or Graduate or Senior Secondary
i.e. 10+2 or Matric and below. The wards
will submit two copies each of their Bio-
data/CV and AWPO registration form
with photographs including Registration
Fee of Rs 500/- to Army Welfare
Placement Organisation, Army
Headquarters, West Block III, RK Puram,
New Delhi-110066, Tele: 011-
26100241/26186075. For more details
visit website: www.exarmynaukri.com

Action to Be Taken By Retired
Personnel
Have you done the following? If not, do
take action now, when still In good health

and sound mind:
1. Check if your pension account is joint?
2. Ensure spouses and your date of birth
is entered correctly in the account
details.
3. Complete Form B afresh and submit to
the bank.
4. Keep details of your PPO number
carefully and let your spouse know about
it. Write it on the passbook.
5. Become a member of ECHS.It is to
your advantage in a serious illness.
6. Check if you are getting correct
pension/ family pension.
7. The bank is bound to give you a
pension slip every month, please
demand it and ensure bank gives you.
8. JCO and below please check if you are
getting increased pension from
01/07/2009.This increase is not for
widows.
9. If you are getting disability pension,
then ensure you have given the form to
the bank for increase in pension. Old
disability upto 49% is now 50%, old 50 to
75% is now 75% and beyond that it
is100%.The pension is also applicable to
those who served with the disability and
not invalidated.
10. Keep all your accounts and financial
documents in joint name.
11. Do not handover the original PPO
and other documents to anyone.Please
give only xerox copies.
12. Make your will and keep it safe with
someone you trust. Keep your spouse
informed. Amend it as and when
required. A will does not need to be
registered and should be signed by any
two individuals who have no interest in
the will.
13. Demand Annexure IV from your
bank. They are duty bound to give it to
you.
14. Every year in November, ensure Life
Certificate is given to the bank.

NURSING COURSE, GAURAV PADAK,
REGISTRATION OF DEPENDANTS

Hony Capt Baldev Singh
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The 1965 Indo-Pak war, has been in many ways, a war that Indians at least, had
forgotten. However, in this well timed and impressive study, released in this 50th
anniversary year of that war, the author’s have given serious students of history the
opportunity to understand the actions on the battlefield in particular and the
operational environment in general, of this six week long war, when India’s gallant
offensive was stalled at the gates of Lahore and Sialkot by western powers. Captain
Amarinder Singh (erstwhile Maharaja of Patiala), a soldier turned politician along with
Lt Gen. Tajindar Shergill, has painstakingly compiled this volume on the ‘65 war, with
detailed accounts written with honesty and based on war diaries of both sides (laced
with anecdotes and some rarely spoken truths about our generals), as well as previously
unpublished photographs (of Indian and Pakistani commanders and heroes), and
detailed maps of most major military engagements during the six week long war.

The authors were both active participants in this war. Captain Amarinder Singh –
who has in the past repeatedly produced outstanding compilations on India's military
history, and has perhaps no equal in the genre -had a ring side view of the happenings
all through the conflict as he was the ADC to the main Indian military commander in
that war, Lt Gen. Harbakhsh Singh, GOC-in-C Of India’s Western Command. As the
conflict was fought largely on the J&K and Punjab borders, General Harbakhsh was
quite literally the theatre commander, as there was no Northern Command in those
days. A tough, no nonsense soldier, General Harbakhsh is credited by many for
personally influencing the course of this war, and the author’s have rightly dedicated
this book to him.

But credit must also go to the co-author of this work, LtGen. Shergill, who had not
only taken part with his regiment in the massive tank battles in the plains of Punjab -
apparently the biggest since World War II –along with his father, Maj. Gen. Rajindar
Singh, MVC and bar, and better known as‘Sparrow’ in military circles, who was in
command of the Indian 1 Armoured Division that spearheaded the Indian thrust across
Punjab. Maybe that explains why each tank battle is thus narrated in great detail, but the
same cannot be said about the coverage of the operations in Rajasthan's Barmer sector,
where some significant battles were also fought. In fact, some units have merited no
mention whatsoever, like 3Grenadiers, that did well enough in the war to be posted to
Delhi to take up the ceremonial role in Rashtrapati Bhawan!

But it’s not entirely a self congratulatory account of how the Indian Army got
everything right, once the trumpets were sounded for war. Some of our generals clearly
had feet of clay, as Capt. Amarinder narrates how a disheveled Maj. Gen. Niranjan
Prasad, the GOC of 15 Infantry Division, had first received a severe tongue lashing by the
army commander and then threatened with a court martial by his corps commander -
which could pronounce that he be shot dead - for withdrawing without orders! But the
most revealing account is of how the GOC of XI Corps had thrown the towel in on 4
Mountain Division, in a hand written report to the army commander, asking that four
units of the division be disbanded and the division be replaced by another formation!
General Harbakhsh however chose to ignore his advice and instead reposed faith in the
division, and encouraged it to fight back, which it eventually did, and brilliantly so. And
notwithstanding a few oversights – with two different accounts of how many tanks
CQMH Adbul Hamid of 4 Grenadiers actually knocked out - the book is indeed a
collector’s item and the authors deserve our salute for doing a much better job than the
drab account of that war, published in 2011 by the Ministry of Defence.

THE FORGOTTEN WAR
Maroof Raza

THE MONSOON WAR

1965 India-Pakistan War
by Amarinder Singh and 
Lt Gen. Tajindar Shergill
Lustre Press; Roli Books;

Pages 528,
Price Rs 1995 (Hardback)

39-Book_14_19_ BEING A FLY GIRL.qxd  2/16/2016  9:09 PM  Page 1



LEISURE & LIFESTYLE

SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER << December 2015 - January 2016 << salutemagazine@gmail.com40

I just love warm deserts in winters; and
Apple Crumble Pie is a perfect family
dish. It is delicious, easy to make and you
can add several variations to suit your
taste. Popular fruits used in crumbles
include apple, blackberry, peach,
rhubarb, gooseberry, and plum.
Sometimes, a combination of two or
more of these fruits may be used in a
crumble, for example, rhubarb and apple
may be used in the same crumble. The
crumble is typically given the name of
the dominant fruit in it - for example, a
crumble made with apple would get the
name of "apple crumble", while one
made with rhubarb would get the name
of "rhubarb crumble". To give the
crumble a more extravagant taste, the
topping may also include rolled oats,
ground almonds or other nuts.

Before I get on with the ingredients, a
bit of history of this lovely pie. Of British
origin, the dish is also calledBrown Betty.
Crumbles became popular in Britain
during World War II, when the crumble
topping was an economical alternative to
pies due to shortages of pastry
ingredients as the result of rationing. To
further reduce the use of rationed flour,
fat and sugar, breadcrumbs or oatmeal
could be added to the crumble mix. The
dish was also popular due to its
simplicity.In some parts of America a
similar dish may be called a crisp. Now
that the festive season is here, do try this
recipe at home. I made one a week ago,
and here I am with another one already.
It's a very sweet December for me.

Ingredients:
� 6 Apples (I use red apples, peeled and
chopped into small pieces)

� Cinnamon: 1 stick
� Star Anise: 1
� Cloves: 2-3
� Sugar: roughly half cup
� Flour: roughly 1 cup
Butter: 3-4 tablespoons

Preparing the Apples
Add the chopped apples into a pan and
heat on low flame. Add the cinnamon,
cloves, star anise and about 3-4
tablespoons of sugar. Cover and let cook
till the apples are tender. Taste the apple
at this stage and add more sugar if you
prefer.

I like my apples in this dish soft and
sweet, so I cook them a little longer and
add a bit more sugar too! But remember,
after this the apples will cook some more
in the oven with the crumble topping too,
so don't overdo the cooking.

Once your apples are done, set aside.

For the Crumble Topping
Add flour to a bowl and rub the butter
into it softly. Add more butter if needed
till you get a breadcrumb like
consistency. Add roughly 4 -5
tablespoons of sugar to this mixture too.

Add the apples into a baking dish and
top with this crumble mixture. Coat this
crumble topping evenly over the apples.
Add dollops of butter over this batter.
Sprinkle some sugar too. Now the dish is
ready for the oven.

Let this cook at around 150 degrees for
20-30 minutes.

Once the crumble topping gets a
brown hue on the top, the dish is ready.

Serve with custard or fresh cream…
Enjoy!

Ms Aditi Pathak Is based in
Singapore. Widely travelled and from a
Services background, cooking is one of

her many passions.

APPLE CRUMBLE PIE
Simply A Delicious Pudding

Aditi Pathak
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I was excited when I got an offer to work
in Bangkok for three months. But there
were apprehensions too, of moving to
another big city, as my earlier
experience of living in Delhi had not
been too flattering. Eve-teasing; an
euphemism for sexual harassment or
molestation of women by men in public
is a common phenomenon in South
Asia and unfortunately, even the
authorities are quite lax about
addressing the issue. Once, in Delhi,
when I found myself the target of
unwanted attention, I sought help from
a police officer. He however
refused to assist me, stating
that he was not responsible for
the area! That made things
clear to me that in Delhi, I was
responsible for my own safety.
Would Thailand be any
different?

At the Suvarnabhumi
airport in Bangkok, the taxi
drivermuttered something in
Thai, when I gave him the
address of the apartment I was
to stay in. That got me worried
and my concerns heightened
when the taxi eventually
turned into a narrow, dark lane in a
dimly lit neighbourhood and some
people peevishly peered into the car.
The place was akin to Malviya Nagar in
New Delhi where eve-teasingis a regular
occurrence, but my fears were
unfounded. 

My neighbours assured me a million
times that the area was safe at all times,
even at night and in my short stay in
Bangkok, I found this to be true. I often
saw motorbikes zipping through the
streets, mostly with female passengers
sitting behind uniformed men and

women with security numbers patched
onto their dresses.It was a relief for me
to always see women queuing up to ride
with the motorbikes outside the
Bangkok Mass Transit System stations.
Traffic guards and police were
omnipresent and approachable. At
times, when I lost my way while trying
to find an unfamiliar place, there were
always other women in public spaces in
the early hours.Taxis were always on the
streets as well, making it easy for
women to secure a ride at any hour; as
added security the drivers had their
profile details hanging from the front
seat.It was during these times that a
constant thought crossed my mind;

perhaps India’s Look East policy could
well incorporate some of the significant
steps that its near neighbour has taken
to improve security and safety for
women.

An example is the Bangkok Mass
Transit Authority’s “Orange your
journey campaign”, which was
supported by UN Women and
encouraged passengers to report verbal
assaults.The authority also initiated the
“Pine Apple Project”, training staff to
better understand sexual harassment
and the tools that can be used to tackle

it.Bangkok also has one stop crisis
centres, which provide psychological
assistance and free medical services as
well as legal advice. Staffed with nurses
and doctors, they also have agents from
the Royal Thai Police, the Office of the
Attorney General,the Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security, as
well as NGOs and emergency shelters.
These centres provide psychological
assistance and free medical services as
well as legal advice.At the national level,
Thailand’s Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security also
runs a 24-hour online service called
“Prachabodhi” that has been widely
advertised and offers holistic assistance

to women of all nationalities
suffering from violence.

Often debates concerning
women’s safety and
empowerment in India fade out
within the vast gap that lies
between traditional and
modern society. Due to
increasing international media
attention, India, to some
extent, has been able to bring
the issue of women’s rights to
the fore. But there still remains
a lot to be accomplished in this
area. Eliminating gender
discrimination and preventing

violence and harassment of women in
public spaces, would require political
will and great perseverance by civil
society. But as Bangkok shows, it can
and it must be done.

Ms Pratibha Singh is a researcher
and writer on women and conflict in
South Asia. She is currently pursuing

her master’s degree at the Willy Brandt
School of Public Policy, University of

Erfurt, Germany. A version of this
article appeared in the website of

AsiaPacific in October 2015.

WOMEN’S SAFETY AND 
MY BANGKOK EXPERIENCE

Pratibha Singh
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To any serious observer of terror attacks on Indian soil over the past 25 years, the
hand of the Pakistani 'deep state' has more often than not been visible on the
tell tale signs of their role in planning, training, arming and guiding the

terrorists, as most recently in Pathankot.  Of course these are rarely admitted, with the
exception of a statement by the former DG ISI, Lt Gen. Javed Ashraf, who confirmed to
the Pakistani National Assembly in 2004 that the Jaish-e-Muhammad had been
responsible for killing thousands of Kashmiris and for the attack on the Indian
parliament. And there have been a few casual statements by General Musharraf on the
control exercised by the  Pakistan army on all the terror groups that it has cultivated as
proxies against India, over the years.

Therefore, the announcement that Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his
top cabinet ministers have decided along with the Pakistan army chief and his brass
hats, to collectively act in the immediate aftermath of the attacks on the Pathankot
airbase, is rather unusual development. To what extent were the attacks the handiwork
of the Pakistan Army's hawks will take time if at all, to be established. What is certain
is that these attacks came from across the border, as the markings on the ammunition
and medicine packs and the military foot print of the terrorists have clearly shown.

What the attack has also shown is that despite so many years of battling terror
attacks and all this noise about being prepared to handle a 26/11 type attack on an
Indian city, the Indian response has raised more questions than it has answered. And
though Indian officials are in a self congratulatory mood, by claiming that they have
successfully averted any damage to vital military equipment and aircrafts on the air
base and prevented a hostage situation or loss of innocent lives, the jury is still out on
whether the operations were successful or not.What is however clear is that Delhi is
still bumbling along in its responses to Pakistan's strategic goals of keeping India on
the back foot, while threatening the use of nuclear weapons if India was to exercise the
military options of strikes on terror groups and camps within Pakistan. However, there
are options that India could consider, provided the policy makers are willing to think
of out of the box, that go beyond knee jerk reactions on whether to talk or not to talk
with Pakistan.

Moreover, Punjab as a state is now likely to be targeted by Pakistan based terror
groups as the security grid in Jammu and Kashmir has become tight and effective, and
the best efforts of Pakistan to unsettle the state have met with little success of late.
Punjab, on the other hand, has a thriving narco-terrorism cottage industry and most
of its villages along the Indo-Pak border are used by smugglers who also double up as
couriers for terrorists. Moreover, Punjab police has gone to seed under the current
government and has neither the efficiency nor the capability to battle terrorism as it
had in the 1990s. Pakistan is aware of this weakness and has been keen for some years
to push Khalistani separatists that it has harboured, back into Punjab to create an
uprising, since an unsettled Punjab would divert India's energies away from Jammu
and Kashmir and that would suit Pakistan’s agenda. 

And since Pakistan cannot dismantle its terror machinery overnight and wouldn’t
be willing to abandon it either, until the Kashmir Valley is absorbed by them, India
must thus become strong and efficient to withstand Pakistani mischief and create a
comprehensive response mechanism to deal with cross border terror attacks, as these
will continue, talks or no talks. The big question is: will our self serving politicians be
able to work together in national interest or continue to obstruct the efforts of the
current government fearing their achievements could overshadow the limitations of
earlier governments.

This was first published in THE WEEK, dated January 24, 2015, titled 
“Expect more shocks in Punjab”.

For more details on Maroof Raza, visit:  https:/ / www.maroofraza.com.

WITH KASHMIR
FORTIFIED,
EXPECT MORE
ATTACKS IN
PUNJAB

Maroof Raza
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