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MESSAGE BY THE COLONEL OF THE 
MECHANISED INFANTRY REGIMENT

History and heritage have an important place in our Army. On the occasion of 8th Reunion Celebrations, this is an 
endeavour to document exciting events and periods of Regimental History. This special issue of ‘SALUTE’ magazine 
covers the birth, growth and shared heritage of Mechanised Infantry and our Regimental Centre. The remembrances in the
events described will help us build on the sentiments and dreams of our founding father General K Sundarji, PVSM.

This special issue of ‘SALUTE’ also commemorates and remembers the service and sacrifice of all those who have served
the Mechanised Infantry and done us proud. Remembrance of our shared past is relevant to those in service today and to
our veterans as well. Our future generations will benefit from understanding the growth of the Regiment and recognising
the sacrifices of the past generations of the Regiment. This effort by the editorial team contributes immensely to the 
institutional memory of the Regiment, a priceless resource; and is aimed to Educate, Inspire and Preserve.

It has been an honour to be a part of this proud Regiment all through my career. Wishing the Mechanised Infantry Regiment
fraternity, both past and present, the very best in all your endeavours. 

HQ Southern Command (PM Hariz)
Pune Lt Gen
04 November 2017

Lt Gen PM Hariz 
PVSM, AVSM, SM, VSM, ADC
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MESSAGE BY THE COMMANDANT,
MECHANISED INFANTRY REGIMENTAL CENTRE

The wheels for writing Regimental History started spinning in early part of 2017, when Colonel of the Mechanised Infantry
Regiment tasked me to commence work on the subject. The effort commenced by reading through the Regimental
Histories and Coffee Table books of different units, institutions and Regiments. The cornucopia of the available material
however did not satisfy me for narration of the history of the Regiment. 

We set about forming an Editorial Team who would first delve into all resources available with the units and at the
Regimental Centre. All veterans were contacted through emails and letters to get the personal experiences and role played
by them in raising of the newly formed Mechanised Infantry Regiment. It was a revelation and delightful experience to join
the shreds of information together in forming a mosaic which we have put together in this Salute Magazine Special Issue. 

There are still many voids and many questions unanswered for which we request the veteran fraternity to help us in 
completing the mosaic. This issue of SALUTE magazine is just the precursor for writing of final history which is also under
compilation at MIRC.   

I am sanguine that young officers after reading this SALUTE magazine will get an overview of the origins and growth of the
Mechanised Infantry Regiment. In the end, I wish to thank the Colonel of the Mechanised Infantry Regiment for giving us
this opportunity to compile the history. I also wish to thank all veterans, ladies and civilians who have made this SALUTE
magazine possible!

HQ MIRC, Ahmednagar (VV Subramaniam)
04 November 2017 Brig
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THE FIRST COLONEL OF
MECHANISED INFANTRY REGIMENT

G
en K Sundarji, PVSM,
popularly known as “the
thinking General”, was the
guiding force behind the

raising of the Mechanised Infantry
Regiment. He was also the first Colonel
of the Mechanised Infantry Regiment,
who nurtured and steered it through its
early days and provided a rock solid
foundation to it. 
As the pioneer of nuclear strategy,

Gen Sundarji single-mindedly got the
tradition-bound Indian Army to think
about the consequences of nuclear
weapons. In his glittering career
spanning more than four decades, Gen
Sundarji, PVSM took active part in all
military conflicts of post independent
India. As he rose to the pinnacle of his
profession, Gen Sundarji, PVSM
straddled the challenges in front of him
in his very own inimitable style.
Born on 30 Apr 1928 at Chengelpet in

Tamil Nadu. Gen Sundarji left Madras
Christian College in 1945 to don the
Olive Greens. Dr AJ Boyd, a well-known
educationist of his era, who was then
the highly distinguished Principal of the
College, was sorry to see him leave, but
suffice to say that the loss of the white
coat fraternity was the gain of the
fraternity which dons the olive green. 
Commissioned into the Mahar

Regiment in 1946, Sundarji soon saw
action in 1947-48 against the Pakistani
tribal raiders in J&K. In 1963, he won
accolades as Chief of Staff of the
Katanga Command in the United
Nations Mission in Congo. He
demonstrated his military acumen in
the face of Pakistan artillery shelling, as
Commanding Officer of 1 Mahar in
Kutch in 1965 war, and, as Brig Gen Staff

Gen K Sundarji, PVSM

“GEN SUNDARJI INTRODUCED PROFESSIONALISM
INTO THE ARMY. WE ARE TODAY NO LONGER A
CEREMONIAL FORCE, BUT AN ARMY READY FOR
MODERN WAR, LED BY A THINKING LEADERSHIP”.

—GEN VED PRAKASH MALIK, COAS
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of a Corps in Rangpur Sector during the
Bangladesh war.
An Alumni of Defence Services Staff

College, Wellington, Command,
General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth
in US and the prestigious National
Defence College, Delhi, Sundarji was
amongst the core team that created
Indian nuclear policy. As a senior
general in the Army along with Admiral
Tahiliani, Sundarji wrote the Indian
Nuclear Doctrine.
Sundarji can also to be credited for

shaping the modern Indian army
thinking. In his stint as the
Commandant of the Army War College
at Mhow, he practically rewrote the war
manual with emphasis on speed,
decisive action, technology and his
abiding love – Mechanised Forces.
Despite being commissioned in the
Infantry he developed a deep love for
the Mechanised Forces. He pioneered
various operational guidelines;
challenged his commanders to push the
machines and the men to their limits.
He struck a parallel with ‘Rommel’, both
in flamboyance and in attire; with black
dungarees and black goggles coupled
with his penchant for being upfront by
landing in choppers at Battalion and
Brigade headquarters locations in the
thick of battle/exercises. His dynamic
leadership, total commitment and bold
and innovative thinking have left their
stamp on the Indian Army. 
He had other sides to his personality.

He had written many articles and even
a few books. He wrote “Blind Men of
Hindoostan” in which he compared
India’s nuclear policy with six blind
men who misinterpret an Elephant by
touching parts of it. He also left behind
a partially completed autobiography
titled ‘Of Some Consequences: A Soldier
Remembers’ He planned to write 105
episodes, but lived only to write 33.
His greatest contribution has been to

establish the primary role of
Mechanised Infantry Regiment. Rightly
regarded as the Father of the Regiment,
he remains a guiding star for the

Mechanised Infantry, exhorting us to
shed the dead weight of complacency
and always strive for excellence. It was
due to his foresight and vision only that
the Mechanised Infantry Regiment is
considered as ‘Tomorrow’s Regiment in
Today’s Army’.
Sundarji has been known as the

“Thinking General”, a somewhat apt
description of the man whose
contribution, according to Vice-Chief of
Army Staff Lt Gen KK Hazari (Retd), was
to change the “traditional mind-set of
the Army”. The comment underscores
the sum of Sundarji’s professional life,
as he firmly believed in the adage “to
win a battle, mobility of forces is
essential, but to win a war, mental
mobility of its Commanders is a pre-
requisite”. The legacy shall live forever.

Post retirement, he continued to do
excellent work in articulating India’s
position on nuclear and other security
issues both in India and abroad. He
wrote columns, straddled the security
seminar circuit and was active till the
very end. Gen Sundarji packed so much
into his life that it was difficult to decide
where precisely his legacy to the armed
forces lay. As the then Gen Ved Prakash
Malik COAS put it, “Gen Sundarji
introduced professionalism into the
Army. We are today no longer a
ceremonial force, but an Army ready for
modern war, led by a thinking
leadership”. 
08 February 1999 will always be

remembered in the Mechanised
Infantry fraternity as the day when it
lost its father figure.
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RAISING OF THE MECHANISED
INFANTRY REGIMENT

T
he 1965 India-Pakistan War
saw hard fought battles in
attrition warfare style like the
one at Dograi, in which large

number of casualties were taken by the
infantry battalions in their operations.
Moreover the infantry and armour
battles during that war brought out the
glaring deficiency of mobility to foot
Infantry and lack of synchronization
between the different arms in combat.
A need was felt to give mobility with
armoured protection to infantry so that
it could keep pace with armoured
formations. 
So began the search for a suitable

‘battle taxi’ in the form of armoured
personal carriers (APCs), which had
matching mobility with tanks,
protection and adequate floatation
capability. APCs like M113 from USA,

referred to as from USA "box on tracks"
were ruled out for acquisition as they
lacked firepower and had insufficient
make shift floating capability. Indian
Army got more inclined towards
choosing the Polish tracked TOPAS, in
particular and the Soviet wheeled BTR -
60 and SKOT (Czech acronym for:
Střední Kolový Obrněný Transportér
and/or Polish Średni Kołowy
Opancerzony Transporter – medium
wheeled armoured transporter)  in
general owing to their mobility,
protection and floatation capabilities.
These APCs ideally fitted into the
"battle taxi" concept envisaged by
Indian Army. 
Equipping Infantry Battalions with

APCs entailed training of core team on
the selected equipment at the country
of origin. A team of officers were
earmarked for an APC course abroad at
Czechoslovakia. The officers earmarked
were required to undertake six weeks
pre course training on the basics of ‘A’
vehicles at Armoured Corps Centre and
School (ACC & S), Ahmednagar. Two
officers from infantry battalions
earmarked for conversion, two officers
from Armoured Corps and one officer
from Electronics and Mechanical
Engineers formed the team to proceed
to Czechoslovakia. The specialized
training on Topas was conducted at
Borno near Prague for three months in
early 1970. 
The decision to equip few infantry

battalions was taken by Gen (later Field
Marshal) SHFJ Manekshaw, the then
Army Chief and Lt Gen Har Prasad, then
Vice-Chief in 1969. The first tentative

steps towards mechanisation were
taken by converting some of the finest
infantry units by equipping them with
Eastern bloc APCs, TOPAS, SKOT and
BTR. 
Another reference about the

conversion of select battalions is also
found in the book ‘Surrender at Dacca’
by Lt Gen JFR Jacob as part of the
chapter ‘Preparatory Moves and
Training’. 
When former Army Chief Gen G.G.

Bewoor, PVSM, was the Deputy Chief,
he was tasked to select infantry
battalions for conversion. Addressing
the officers during his visit to the
Mechanised Infantry Regimental
Centre (MIRC), he interestingly made a
mention of the modus of selection of
the infantry battalions for
mechanization, which was somewhat
similar to that adopted by the British
when they selected battalions for
Indianisation in 1921. They initially
selected the first battalions like 2/1
PUNJAB, 1/14 RAJPUT and 1/14
PUNJAB. Subsequently when they
decided to Indianise more infantry
battalions, they selected fifth battalions
and that was how 5 Rajputana Rifles
(RAJRIF), 5 BALUCH and 5 SIKH were
formed. Post-Independence, two
regiments were raised, viz Brigade of
Guards and Parachute Regiment. Hence
only those Infantry regiments which
had not provided battalions for raising
of Brigade of Guards and Parachute
Regiment, were considered for
mechanization. 
Eventually, the battalions selected

were:

Edited by Lt Col Anil Bhat, VSM (Retd)

06-44-pages final_03_EDIT.qxd  10/25/2017  10:58 PM  Page 8



MECHANISED INFANTRY REGIMENT
SPECIAL ISSUE

salutemagazine@gmail.com >> September - October 2017 >> SALUTE TO THE INDIAN SOLDIER 09

Initially, newly equipped
mechanised infantry battalions
comprised seven companies each-four
rifle companies (A, B, C & D), one
support company, one headquarters
company and a transport company.
APCs were held centrally and
maintained by the transport company,
given to rifle companies during
exercises and returned to transport
company. In 1973, D Company was
disbanded and its personnel posted to
other companies. In later years, the
organization was further streamlined
by disbanding the  transport company
and creating a new post of Technical
Officer and similar to  armoured
regiments, have three combat
companies and one headquarters
company. 
Later, when APCs were replaced with

infantry combat vehicles (ICVs) BMP
1/2, this organization was considered
most suitable, viable and flexible for
mobile operations. Such an
organization enhanced flexibility for
forming combat teams and groups and
quick grouping and regrouping, as
required. Cross attachments became
the order of the day, especially in a
combat group configuration, when one
mechanised company got grouped with
an armoured regiment and vice versa to
afford greater operational synergy. 
It is worth mentioning that in 1971,

then Army Chief Gen SHFJ Manekshaw,
visited 1 MADRAS to see for himself the
training being carried out on TOPAS
APCs,  Personally driven by Maj MS
Oberoi on the Tankodrome at Babina
and shown the astute handling of the
TOPAS by the men, at the end he shook
hands with Maj Oberoi and
commented, "Going by the skills, I have
witnessed today, Mechanised Infantry
will definitely steal the thunder in this
mechanised environment very soon”.
Over the next five years these

infantry battalions gained
understanding of mechanised warfare
while being part of armoured
formations. The experience assimilated

MECHANISED OLD BATTALION YEAR OF RAISING

1 Mech Inf 1 MADRAS 1776

2 Mech Inf 1 JAT LI 1803

3 Mech Inf 1/8 Gorkha Rifles 1824

4 Mech Inf 1 Sikh 1846

5 Mech Inf 14 Kumaon 1832

6 Mech Inf 1 Garhwal Rifles 1887

7 Mech Inf 1 Dogra 1887

8 Mech Inf 7 Punjab 1941

9 Mech Inf 7 Grenadiers 1949

10 Mech Inf 20 Maratha LI 1949

11 Mech Inf 18 Rajputana Rifles 1941

12 Mech Inf 16 Mahar 1965

13 Mech Inf 18 Rajput 1941

14 Mech Inf 16 Jammu and Kashmir Rifles 1976

Reference about the conversion of select battalions is also found in the
book ‘Surrender at Dacca’ by Lt Gen JF R Jacob as part of the chapter

‘Preparatory Moves and Training’.
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by these infantry battalions suggested
that its role and employment is
different from regular infantry owing to
its equipment profile, organisation and
combined arms grouping. This
experience and expertise gained
became the precursor to the idea of
grouping these APC equipped infantry
battalions into a new Mechanised
Infantry Regiment.
Gen KV Krishna Rao, PVSM (Retd) in

his book, ‘Prepare or Perish’ mentioned
about the Apex Planning Group under

Mr DP Dhar and PN Haksar, Deputy
Chairman, Planning Commission who
examined the effects of the West Asia
war with sophisticated weapons and the
effects on strategic and tactical doctrine.
It was felt that requirements of defence
should be examined in greater depth
with a view to bringing about further
improvements in the fighting capacity
of the defence forces as well as to ensure
cost effectiveness. In 1975, the
Government constituted the Experts
Committee, headed by Lt Gen KV

Krishna Rao, PVSM, DCOAS (P & S), Maj
Gen ML Chibber, AVSM, Maj Gen K
Sundarji, and Brig AJM Homji, which for
the first time made a long term plan for
modernisation of the Army for 25 years. 
After initial equipping of infantry

battalions with APCs, a Mechanised
Infantry Cell was created at
Inspectorate of Infantry, Army
Headquarters. Subsequently at the
Infantry Commander’s conference in
1972, Lt Gen R Norhonna, MC mooted
the idea of training of Mechanised
Infantry at the Armoured Corps Centre
and School, since the infantry
regimental centres did not have the
infrastructure required for training of
Mechanised Infantry pesonnel. It was
on 03 June 1980 that intimation was
received from Directorate of Armoured
Corps that MIRC was placed under
them as an interim measure till
Directorate of Mechanised Infantry was
created.
At the time of raising, the Regiment

comprised twelve battalions which
were already equipped with APCs. Two
battalions, 13 and 14 Mechanised
Infantry were raised later. Over the next
three decades thirteen new battalions
were raised on All India All Class
composition basis and with the Brigade
of Guards added to the Regiment, its
tally became twenty six battalions. With
27 Mechanised Infantry Battalion
raised in July 2017, the Mechansied
Infantry Regiment has total strength of
twenty seven battalions.  Mechanised
Infantry Battalions. The regular
battalions are equipped with BMP II
and the Reconnaissance and Support
Battalions are configured on BMP II K
and wheeled BRDMs.
President R Venkataraman presented

colours to 23 x Mechanised Infantry
Battalions and MIRC on 24 Feb 1988 at
a grand ceremony at Regimental centre.
It was a historic moment when old
colours were trooped out for the last
time. The colour presentation was
attended senior civilian and military
dignitaries. 

Gen (then Lt Gen) K Sundarji receiving Army Chief Gen KV Krishna Rao 
at MIRC

President R Venkatraman and Gen K Sundarji at the Colour Presentation
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THE MECHANISED 
INFANTRY REGIMENT

I
had the great honour and privilege
of taking over as the Colonel of the
Mechanised Infantry Regiment
from the first incumbent, the

illustrious and charismatic Gen
Krishnaswamy Sundarji, when he retired
as COAS on 31 May 1988. I was then
commanding the Mechanised Division. 
My association with the

mechanisation process goes back to the
time I commanded 20 Maratha LI, which
was the Battalion I was commissioned
into, and to which I reverted in
November 1973 after going through the
1971 War for the Liberation of
Bangladesh as a rifle company
commander with 1 Maratha LI (Jangi
Paltan) and soon thereafter,
commanding that Battalion. After two
glorious innings covering a three and a
half year period in command of the two
battalions, I was posted as GSO-1 of 54

Infantry Division; in the days when the
headquarters had only two senior staff
officers, the GSO-1 and the AA&QMG to
assist the GOC of the Division. As it
happened, my first meeting with Gen
Sundarji took place in that assignment in
1976, when he visited the station as a
member of the Expert Committee
headed by Gen KV Krishna Rao, with
Gen ML Chibber as the other member.
Besides having a session with my boss,
the GOC, the Committee insisted on
roping me in for a detailed discussion
and debate over a couple of sessions on
aspects of reorganising and re-
equipping of the Indian Army, they had
been mandated to examine and make
recommendations on. It was indeed a
fascinating experience for a young Lt Col
(that I then was) to be privy to the
deliberations of three outstanding senior
generals of the Indian Army of that time,
on the serious issue of the direction in
which the Indian Army needed to move
to cope with the times; particularly in
terms of mechanisation. As we are now
aware, the recommendations of that
Expert Committee set the stage for many
of the initiatives that were put in place in
the late 1970s and early 1980s; including
the formation of the Mechanised
Infantry Regiment.
Orders for the raising of the Regiment

and setting up of the Regimental Centre
were issued in early 1979 when I was
doing the Higher Command Course.
Soon thereafter, Gen Sundarji arrived as
the Commandant of the College of
Combat, taking over from Gen Himmat
Singh. Needless to say, besides putting
the Higher Command Course through

its paces during the war games and
simulation exercises, Gen Sundarji often
drew me and Ranjit Banerjee (who was
also doing the course), into discussions
pertaining to the raising of the
Regiment. This was particularly so when
Brig Mike Menon who was given the
onerous task of setting up the
Regimental Centre visited Mhow for
discussions with the Colonel of the
Regiment. I still vividly recall the
discussions we had, and can only say
that one was indeed lucky to be witness
to the dedication, commitment,
determination and intensity of
individuals like Gen Sundarji and Mike
Menon. The former of course added
lustre to the experience by the
professionalism, depth of knowledge
and understanding of the challenges.
What added pleasure to the experience
was the atmosphere in which all the
discussions took place: quick wit,
humour, camaraderie, and mutual
respect; and of course, the occasional
binge. I can state without any
equivocation whatsoever that the
foundations of the Regiment are so
strong because we had individuals like
Gen Sundarji and Brig Mike Menon to
steer us through the teething stages. 
In January 1982 I had the unique

honour and privilege of raising 88
(Independent) Mechanised Brigade
Group, during which I had to oversee
the conversion of the 13th and 14th
Battalions from standard infantry to
mechanised infantry. A task made easy
by the commitment, hard work and
dedication of all ranks of the two
battalions with the support of the

Lt Gen Satish Nambiar, PVSM, AVSM , VrC
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Regimental Centre and the then
‘Colonel’. It is a tribute to the efforts of
both the Battalions, that I was able to
put the Brigade Group successfully
through its paces in a major exercise
‘DIG VIJAY’ within a year and a half of
raising/conversion. In the process, 88
Mechanised Brigade Group provided
the nucleus for the raising of the
Mechanised Division. In a few years, I
returned to command the Division, at
which stage I also took over the baton
from Gen Sundarji.
On 1st June 1988 the Regiment had to

come to terms with the fact that the
person at the ‘helm’ did not have the
clout (or the charisma and competence)
of his predecessor. As often happens in
any organisation and most certainly so
in the Indian Army, the moment an
individual in total authority like the
Chief of the Army Staff, relinquishes
charge, and is replaced by a ‘not-so-
senior-person’, all the erstwhile ‘yes
men’ suddenly find their voices and
their capacity for expression of
divergent views. Thankfully, because of
the background I had as set out in the
earlier paragraphs, I was able to steer
the Regiment without too much
turbulence.

One of the major challenges that had
to be effectively managed was of
building and sustaining the ethos of the
relatively new arrangement. As I
constantly reminded my colleagues, our
units needed to retain their basic
infantry capabilities, while at the same
time acquiring the capacity to match the
armoured regiments in the conduct of
mechanised warfare. We therefore had
to be twice as good as our infantry and
armoured corps counterparts. A tall
order, that I must say, was largely
achieved through the dedication,
commitment, sustained hard work and
perseverance, of all ranks of the
Regiment. It was indeed immensely
satisfying to see the outstanding efforts
put in by the Regimental Centre and all
the battalions to achieve the high
standards of performance we had set for
ourselves. Needless to say, in the
process, we had to deal with the envy,
and consequent pin-pricks generated,
by some sections in the infantry and the
armoured corps; a situation, I dare say,
probably continues even today, almost
four decades on. That we were able to
deal with the situation and persist in our
efforts, speaks volumes for the maturity
and composure of all ranks of the

Regiment.
An even more formidable challenge

that emerged was in dealing with the
strident calls by a number of the then
senior officers of various regiments
whose battalions had been absorbed
into the Mechanised Infantry Regiment;
demanding a reversal of the decision on
the formation of the Regiment, and
reversion of battalions to the rolls of
their earlier regiments. I had no
hesitation in ‘digging in my heels’ and
not accepting any reversion of status. 
A third major challenge arose

towards the closing stages of my tenure
as the Colonel of the Regiment. I was
informed by the Military Secretary that
the induction of ‘high grade’ officers
into the Mechanised Infantry Regiment
from other regiments when Gen
Sundarji was the Chief, had led to a
situation of ‘unmanageable plenty’ in
the 10 to 12 year service group within
the Regiment, that would have led to
stagnation and block the promotion
prospects of otherwise deserving
officers when they come up for
promotion to Colonel. The only remedy
that the Military Secretary could offer
was to transfer a few of the ‘high grade’
officers to some of the infantry
regiments that had a deficiency in that
category. After some deliberation, I
decided that rather than burden my
successor at the commencement of his
tenure with the onus for what would
always be an unpleasant decision, it
would be better that I take it and face
the ‘flak’ that was not long in coming. No
other regiment would have accepted
less than ‘high grade’ officers on
transfer. Needless to say, the decision
was received with great dismay by those
who were affected, and I still recall many
of them confronting me at the
Regimental Centre at my farewell,
accusing me of ‘disowning’ them. I
would like to believe that at least some
of them, in later years, would have
recognised merit in the decision that
was taken in the larger interests of the
organisation and their own interests.
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A ‘COLONEL’ REMEMBERS

I
was commissioned during the
early years of mechanisation of our
Infantry. The APC was still looked
upon as some sort of a steed that

you would pick up from the stables and
at the end of the ride leave it with the
Transport Company Commander to
tend. However, the rank and file soon
learnt the nuances of mechanisation
and  the art of mobile warfare. It was
evident that mechanization of Infantry
was the major component of the
modernization of our Army;  merely
converting a battalion from each
regiment would not serve the purpose
in the scheme of things.  A distinctive
identity and a home for the mechanised
infantry was an imperative. 
Driven by the foresight and vision of

Gen K.V Krishna Rao and Gen K
Sundarji, the Mechanised Infantry
Regiment became a reality in 1979.
Since its raising, the Regiment has had a
chequered history. Our founding
fathers envisaged a truly modern,
syncretic, All Class Infantry Regiment,

in sync with the ethos of our country.
However, a few Senior Officers and
Veterans of the Old Battalions were
sentimentally attached and were
reluctant to let them go. If the parting
was inevitable, they insisted that those
Battalions should let go of their ‘Silver’
at least!  While still in its infancy, some
questioned the very need for this ‘elitist’
Regiment and sought to reverse the
whole process. It is to the credit and
sagacity of our Senior Officers and
former ‘Colonels’ that the Regiment
withstood the vicissitudes and
continues to be “The Regiment of
Tomorrow in today’s Army”, as
envisaged by our founding fathers. 
I was fortunate to be involved with

the affairs of the Regiment firstly as the
Additional Director General
Mechanised Forces in 2008-2009 at the
Army Headquarters and thereafter as
the Colonel of the Regiment from 2011
to 2013. I realised that the function of
the Colonel of the Regiment is more of a
continuum, and a work in progress. It
would, therefore, not be proper for me
to take credit for any major milestones
achieved during my tenure as the
‘Colonel’.  As an example, I was the
Chairperson of the Committee for the
first Make-in-India project, i.e., Future
Infantry  Combat Vehicle (FICV).  The
Feasibility Study  Report was approved
and Acceptance of Necessity  accorded
by the Defence Acquisition Committee
(DAC) in September, 2009. Thereafter,
the Project was sustained by Gen PM
Hariz as the then Additional DGMF and
later by Gen Philip Campose who
revived the Project as the Vice Chief of
the Army Staff.  That the Project has still
not materialised even though the first
lot of FICVs were to roll out by 2017 is
another matter! Similarly, the MIORA

(Mechanised Infantry Regimental
Officers Association) was conceived by
Gen HS Panag. It had its own twists and
turns with the then Raksha Mantri at
one stage questioning the very purpose
of such an association, before we finally
received the Government sanction in
2009 when Gen Deepak Raj was our
Colonel.  
Garud Sarath Mess is another

milestone that was in progress for a
long time. The need for an Officers’
Mess for the Mechanised Regiments
was accepted in 2006 by the then Vice
Chief of Army Staff.    Gen HS Panag was
keen that the Mess be established
during his Colonelcy.That was not to be.
A few Senior Officers of our sister
Regiment, the Brigade of Guards,
questioned the need for a separate
Mess and so did the then Chief.
However, we were able to convince
them. And then we ran into the usual
Army bureaucracy with our well known
penchant for not letting anything go! It
took us a great deal of persuasive skills
to get around HQ Western Command
and Delhi Area to give us an Interim
Officers’ Mess. Finally, Aviation Officers’
Mess (AOC), Brar Square, Delhi
Cantonment was allotted to us, with a
promise that 25, Mall Road, Delhi
Cantonment would be given to us as
and when the Infantry Battalion
vacated that Mess.  We celebrated the
Regiment’s Raising Day on 02 April 2009
at the Interim Mess, with Brig Ajit
Nair,the then Commandant,MIRC
doing much of the spade work. It took
us another three years, before we could
formally move into the present Garud
Sarath Mess in January 2012, while I was
the Colonel of the Regiment. Needless
to mention, this would not have been
possible without the active support of

Lt Gen K Surendranath, PVSM, AVSM, VSM
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Lt Gen S.R Ghosh, GOC-in-C, Western
Command and Colonel of the Brigade
of Guards, Lt Gen Manvender Singh,
GOC Delhi Area,  another Guardsman;
and the untiring efforts of Maj Gen RS
Chand, the then Additional DGMF. With
the continued efforts of my successors,
the Mess has grown by leaps and
bounds, rivalling the more fancied
messes for both its ambience and
quality of service. 
Our Regimental Centre, when it was

established, was truly a model Centre.
However, the training modes especially
for infantry training stuck to the
traditional methods. A study by
ARTRAC revealed that there were a large
number of physical casualties among
the recruits and this was not specific to
our own regiment but to all recruit
training centres in the country as well.
Specialists in Sports Medicine were
consulted. They suggested a number of
innovative methods for the training of
the recruits of the regiment taking into
account their physical characteristics at
entry and using more scientific physical
training methods through swimming,
weight training, diet management, etc.
In a very short time, we were able to
reduce the number of physical
casualties amongst recruits such as
stress fractures, pelvic injuries etc., to
less than 1%. An added spin off was that
every recruit became an excellent
swimmer! This system was given wide
publicity through ARTRAC and more
and more regiments adopted these
methods.
A sore issue has always been that of

U.N. Missions. We were not able to send
all soldiers of the nominated Battalion
when their turn came up for U.N duties
as the rotations were restricted to four
company groups per battalion. In
concert with our sister Regiment, we
were able to get the policy changed so
that we are now able to have six
rotations of Company Groups per
battalion.  This has ensured that
virtually every Jawan of the Regiment is
able to don a “Blue Beret”   and thus
benefit both from the experience as

well as in pecuniary terms.  
Marching on the Rajpath on

Republic Day is the dream of every
soldier and Regiment. Since our
Raising, we had several mounted
columns, but never a marching column.
When I requested the then COAS, Gen
VK Singh, that our Regiment should
provide a marching column as part of
the Infantry Contingents, he readily
agreed. Though the AG’s Branch  had
some inhibitions,we were able to
prevail. It was a historic day for the
Regiment, when our Veer Sarathis  were
at the vanguard of the marching
columns on the Rajpath on Republic
Day 2013, and  again in 2017.
One area of serious concern was that

often, our young officers and

sometimes Commanding Officers
would question or have doubts about
our very identity. Who are we? This was
possibly because of our long
association with Armoured Corps as a
part of the mechanised forces. There is
no doubt that Mechanised Infantry
Regiment is unique in many respects
with some of the oldest and most
decorated battalions of our Army
forming its nucleus, and,vibrant new
raisings with all India character
bringing in modernity and freshness.
Inspiring leadership, a deep-rooted will
to excel, dedication to service, courage
in adversity and successful blend of
modernity with tradition are the
hallmarks of our Regiment. Our
regimental ethos stems from the fact

that we are a more robust, potent and
versatile form of Infantry. Directive style
of command and the ability to operate
in small teams in an  environment of
uncertainty is ingrained in the
Organisational Culture. Our all round
capabilities encompass adeptness in
infantry and technical skills, physical
and mental mobility, alertness and
dominant fire power. Our ability to
work in concert with other Arms as
Combined Arms Team or in a Stand
Alone Mode,when necessary, sets us
apart  and distinguishes our unique
identity. 
With the above framework in mind,

we evolved a Vision Document 2020 for
the Regiment which was conceived
after a great deal of interaction with the

Senior Officers of the Regiment as well
as our Veterans. The Vision-2020
outlines the regimental ethos, core
values and our quest for excellence in
all fields including training, leadership
development and operational
readiness, as also our desire to excel in
adventure activities. It is heartening to
note that many of the aspects that have
been outlined in the Vision Document
have been ingrained in every Officer
and Soldier of the Regiment.  Unity of
Purpose  runs across the length and
breadth of the Regiment. The Veterans
are our guiding spirit. We have a healthy
and competitive relationship with our
sister Regiment, the Brigade of Guards.
We revel and bask in each other’s
success and glory…..

OUR REGIMENTAL CENTRE, WHEN IT WAS ESTABLISHED,
WAS TRULY A MODEL CENTRE. HOWEVER, THE
TRAINING MODES ESPECIALLY FOR INFANTRY TRAINING
STUCK TO THE TRADITIONAL METHODS. A STUDY BY
ARTRAC REVEALED THAT THERE WERE A LARGE
NUMBER OF PHYSICAL CASUALTIES AMONG THE
RECRUITS AND THIS WAS NOT SPECIFIC TO OUR OWN
REGIMENT BUT TO ALL RECRUIT TRAINING CENTRES IN
THE COUNTRY AS WELL.
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EVENTFUL TENURE AS 
COLONEL OF THE MECHANISED

INFANTRY REGIMENT

M
y tenure as Colonel of the
Mechanised Infantry
Regiment from June 1st,
2013 to July 31st, 2015 was

both eventful and satisfying in that, units
of the Regiment performed extremely
well in their respective formations,
officers of the Regiment notched up
many successes in the promotion boards
and selections on competitive courses,
and we were able to raise 26 Mech Inf –
the raising of a new battalion for the
Regiment after almost twenty one years.
Most importantly, the Regimental flag
continued to fly high in the Indian Army,
in keeping with the proud reputation
established by my worthy predecessors,
in operational and professional matters
as well as in the fields of sports and

adventure. 
The COR baton was handed over to

me in May 2013 and I formally took
charge on June 1st, 2013. As with my
predecessors, I had no doubt that my
responsibilities as COR would also entail
strengthening the equation of the
Regiment vis a vis the Guards Regiment,
as part of the Mechanised Infantry Arm,
as also the equation and standing of the
Arm within the Mechanised Forces
fraternity and the Army at large. When I
look back at my tenure, I feel satisfied
that we, as a Regiment, were able to
strengthen the operational capabilities
and image of the Arm and the
Mechanised Forces by the dint of our
sustained hard work and achievements.
Needless to mention, the achievements
during my tenure were a collective effort,
ably assisted by my team of dedicated
officers, headed by Brigadier (now Maj
Gen) RS Mann, who functioned as my
Deputy Military Secretary at
Chandimandir and subsequently as my
Military Assistant at the VCOAS
Secretariat at Army Headquarters. 
One of the achievements that I feel

proud of was - restarting or rejuvenating

the key equipment projects for the mech
infantry, i.e.   developing the future
infantry combat vehicle (FICV),
acquiring wheeled armoured personnel
carriers (APCs) for our UN peacekeeping
contingents and upgrading the older
ICVs of the fleet. These efforts, I believe,
would have gathered a momentum of
their own by now and would be under
various stages of fruition. Another
important achievement - in concert with
ARTRAC - we succeeded in redefining the
role of the mechanized infantry, which
had not been changed officially since the
pre-ICV days, in a manner that it would
be rearticulated in the curriculum at our
training academies. Consequently, the
pivotal role played independently by
mechanized infantry in ‘mountain
warfare’, ‘counter-terror operations in the
plains/ hilly terrain’ and in ‘robust
peacekeeping missions’  was also
accorded formal recognition.
Concurrently, in keeping with the fact

that we have been treated as a separate
arm by the MS Branch since 2001, we
insisted that our Regiment, along with
the Guards Regiment, be provided a Sub-
Directorate status at Army Headquarters,

Lt Gen Philip Campose, PVSM, AVSM**, VSM

THE CONDUCT OF THE FIRST MECHINF ARM DINNER BY
BOTH THE REGIMENTS JOINTLY AT CHANDIMANDIR
BROUGHT THE SERVING AND VETERAN OFFICERS
TOGETHER IN COMBINED BONHOMIE – IT WAS CLEARLY
REFLECTIVE OF THE WAY TO GO IN THE FUTURE!
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thus reversing an earlier effort to dilute
and subordinate our identity.
Coordination meetings with the COR
Guards assisted in resolving mutual
issues and strengthening bonds. The
conduct of the first Mech Inf Arm Dinner
by both the Regiments jointly at
Chandimandir brought the serving and
veteran officers together in combined
bonhomie – it was clearly reflective of the
way to go in the future!
We started a process of issuing

periodic ‘training guidance’ on various
operational issues (eg. on ‘employment
of mech infantry sub units in counter
terror operations in the plains’) as well as
‘administrative advisories’ to MIRC and
all our units after taking into account the
specific experiences of our units in
particular and the Indian Army at large.
This assisted the units to perform better

in their respective formations and
proactively implement a number of
measures ‘to protect life and limb’. We
also started a system of welcome DO
letters from the COR to the young officers
(and separately to their fathers or
guardians) on the occasion of their
commissioning into the Regiment.
We also made an effort to get our

veterans their rightful dues of pensions.
Records MIRC spearheaded a drive
involving our units, based on their
affiliations and geographical locations, to
establish physical contact with our
pensioners and widows, and make sure
that they received their pending dues. A
fillip was provided to enhancing
regimental spirit and bonhomie by
stepping up MIORA activities in a
number of stations, especially Delhi,
Chandimandir and Pune. Meeting our

veterans, serving officers and ladies at
the MIORA meets was always a source of
immense joy and satisfaction for Sayona
and me. 
And finally, one of the issues where we

made serious effort was to renovate and
refurnish the Garud Sarath Officers Mess,
specifically by adding the modern ‘Wine
Cask’ circular bar, the new dining hall
and the party place (‘the Nest’) upstairs.
The furniture was also redone
appropriately, with appropriate
contributions from units of both
regiments. The remarkable effort and
ideas contributed by Brig (now Maj Gen)
Abhay Karki and his team to bring the
project to timely fruition was pivotal to
our success. The Mess continues to be a
source of pride and joy for all officers of
the Mechanised Infantry arm and their
families. Jai Hind! 

Receiving
stores from
a hovering
helicopter
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OPERATIONS, GALLANTRY
AWARDEES AND WAR MEMORIAL

P
ost Mechanisation from 1979,
the battalions of the regiment
have been deployed in various
operations and have acquitted

themselves commendably.

Operation BLUESTAR: A very difficult
and sensitive operation as it involved
eliminating terrorists from the Golden
Temple. 5 Mechanised Infantry won a
Kirti Chakra during this operation.

Operation PAWAN: This was the
codename given to the operation of
Indian Peacekeeping Force in Sri Lanka.
13, 15, 16 and 17 Mechanised Infantry
Battalions were deployed all over
Northern peninsula and operated
mainly with infantry formations against
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam. BMPs
proved to be a dreaded weapon system,
which was dreaded by the terrorists. 

Operation CHEQUERBOARD: The
Sumdrong Chu episode in 1986 along
the Chinese border saw mobilization of
troops, which continued in 1987 and an
adhoc Mechanised Infantry Battalion
with 50 BMPs and eight BRDMs were
deployed at Nyoma and other places in
Northern Theatre under then Major DS
Sandhu, of 23 Mechanised Infantry
Battalion. 

Operation TRIDENT: Owing to
Pakistan over-reacting during a massive
Army level exercise called Brasstacks –
IV conducted in Western Theatre in
1987, a general mobilisation was
ordered under Operation Trident
involving all Mechanised Infantry units
deploying on the Northern and Western
borders with live ammunition, leading
to a near real war like situation, which

subsided a few months  later.

Operation RAKSHAK: In 1980s the
situation in Punjab and Kashmir valley
deteriorated with commencement of
proxy war by Pakistan and
MechanisedInfantry was deployed in
counter terrorism operations.
Mechanised Infantry was also
considered for deployment as foot
infantry long the International Border,
Shamshabari range in anti-infiltration
and in hinterland for counter terrorism
operations. Eight battalions got an
opportunity to serve in Kashmir valley
and all of them performed exceedingly
well. Many anti national elements were
killed, apprehended, surrendered and
large quantity of arms and
ammunitions were recovered during
various operations.  

Operation VIJAY: In May 1999, Pakistan
occupied the winter vacated posts
along the line of control under the garb
of Kashmir freedom struggle in 
Kargil, Muskoh and Batalik areas.
Operation Vijay was ordered for
eviction of these intruders from the icy
heights. The Mechanised units were
mobilized in Western and Southern
theatres as also missile detachments of
selected units were deployed in affected
areas to support the Infantry
operations. 

Operation PARAKRAM: In 2001 there
was a terrorist attack on Parliament
which resulted in general mobilization
of Army and all units of Mechanised
Infantry saw a year long deployment in
operational areas. It was Operation
Pratap during which 19 Mechanised
Infantry when deployed in Rajasthan in

an operation razed the Pakistani post Al
Badar. There was also firing carried out
on the posts of Pakistan along the line
of control by BMPs of 18 Mechanised
Infantry in Jammu and Kashmir.  

Deployment in High Altitude Areas
The plateau sector of Leh and Sikkim
saw operational deployment of
Mechanised Infantry units in super
High Altitude Areas as part of Infantry
formations. Mechanised Infantry units
are gaining valuable operational
experience in High Altitude Warfare
during these deployments. 

United Nations Peacekeeping
Missions
All Mechanised units also had a tour of
duty in war ridden and disturbed
countries as part of United Nations
Peace Keeping Missions all over the
world. The operations carried out
during the peace keeping duties by the
Mechanised Infantry Battalion/
Companies either independently or as
part of Infantry Battalion groups has
been acknowledged by the hierarchy of
United Nations. Their efforts have also
been unanimously recognised by all
Force Commanders of the Peace
Keeping Missions. 
The montage of operations

undertaken brings out the versatility of
Mechanised Infantry as an arm and
dedication of its all ranks in creating
history and upholding the traditions of
this newly formed Mechanised Infantry
Regiment.

Unit Citation: MIRC was awarded
GOC-in-C Southern Command Unit
citation twice in 2010 & 2016 for its
meritorious work in different fields.
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GALLANTRY AWARDS (POST MECHANISATION 1979 ONWARDS)

SER NO NAME OF AWARD PRE MECH POST MECH TOTAL 

(1947 - 1979) (1979 - TILL DT)

1 PARAMVIR CHAKRA (PVC) 3 0 3

2 ASHOK CHAKRA (AC) 14 0 14

3 SARVOTTAM YUDH SEVA MEDAL (SYSM) 0 0 0

4 MAHAVIR CHAKRA (MVC) 11 1 12

5 KIRTI CHAKRA (KC) 1 2 3

6 UTTAM YUDH SEVA MEDAL (UYSM) 0 2 2

7 VIR CHAKRA (VrC) 65 1 66

8 SHAURYA CHAKRA (SC) 12 20 32

9 YUDH SEVA MEDAL (YSM) 0 4 4

10 SENA MEDAL (SM) 43 77 120

TOTAL AWARDEES 149 107 256

CITATION -  MAJOR RAJESH SINGH ADHIKARI
IC-52574F Major Rajesh Singh Adhikari was commissioned into 2 MECH INF on 11 Dec 1983.
During OP VIJAY the officer was on one year cross attachment with 18 GRENADIERS, which
was deployed in the Drass Sector.
On 30 May 1999, Major Rajesh Singh Adhikari’s company was tasked to capture Tololing Post,
located in treacherous snow covered mountainous terrain covered with snow at an altitude
of 15,000 feet. The enemy post was well stocked and fortified by Pakistani Army Intruders.
Major Adhikari was fired at from two mutually supporting bunkers with Universal Machine
Guns. The officer immediately directed the Rocket Launcher detachment to engage one of
the bunkers, while he himself rushed towards the other bunker and single handed killed two
persons in close quarter combat. Displaying great presence of mind under heavy fire ordered
his Medium Machine Gun detachment to take position behind a rocky feature and engage
the enemy while the assault party continued to inch their way up. In the process the officer
suffered grievous bullet injuries but still continued to direct his sub unit, refusing to get
evacuated. The officer again let the charged on the second enemy bunker and killed one more
occupant, thus capturing the second bunker at Tololing, which later facilitated capture of
Point 4590. Major Rajesh Singh Adhikari later succumbed to injuries. Major Rajesh Singh Adhikari made the supreme
sacrifice, displaying indomitable courage in the face heavy odds, in the best tradition of Indian Army.

Major R S Adhikari
Maha Vir Chakra

Op VIJAY

CITATION - 2LT SATISH KUMAR PRABHAKARAN MENON

SS-32475X 2Lt Satish Kumar Prabhakaran Menon, 15 Mech Inf was deployed in the Jaffna
Fort with his platoon of BMPs alongwith 1 MARAHTA LI (91 Inf Bde). On 10 Oct 1987, the
officer was allotted the task to rescue  Commander 41 Infantry Brigade. Brig Manjit Singh
who was surrounded by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and to supply
ammunition to 5 RAJ RIF persons at an area approximately 2 kms from Jaffna Fort. The
area was highly fortified by the LTTE and entire route was mined. The officer accepted it
as a challenge, moved out of the Fort on the ICV with great confidence courage and
determination and traversed the 2 kms at full speed opening up all weapons and
destroying a number of LTTE bunkers and mortar post which had stalled the advance. 2Lt
Satish Kumar Prabhakaran Menon enacted with total disregard to his personal safety,
retrieved the Brig and supplied the ammunition to the companys of 5 RAJ RIF and later
under the protection/covering fire of the BMPs moved them into the Jaffna Fort.

2/Lt SKP Menon
Vir Chakra
Op PAWAN
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War Memorial
Mechanised Infantry Regiment War
Memorial is a glowing tribute to all
ranks of the Regiment who made
supreme sacrifice against all odds to
defend the honour of his Unit,
Regiment and the Nation. These finest
soldiers attained martyrdom in gallant
traditions of Indian Army fighting
against the enemy in adverse
conditions. Mechanised Infantry
Regimental War Memorial stands as a

venerable institution amidst the MIRC
with a befitting concept and design to
honour its martyrs. The War Memorial
was dedicated to the Nation on 08 Dec
2005 by Gen JJ Singh, PVSM, AVSM,
VSM, ADC, Chief of the Army Staff.  

Concept
The conceptual design with four pylons
symbolizes immortal soul of departed
soldier omnipresent in all directions ie
East, West, North and South.

Design Features
The war memorial is laid out in area of
160 square feet consisting of central
platform, Mechanised Infantry
Battalion uprights and busts of war
heroes. The war memorial has been
designed in three distinct modules
consisting of a Central Podium at the
base, four vertical Pylons in the mid-
section facing east, north, west and
south direction converging upwards
with Spirit of the Mechanised Infantry

CITATION - CAPTAIN HARDEV SINGH

IC-27619L Capt Hardev Singh was Company Commander of the Mechanised Company
operating on the eastern Flank.  At Approximately 0200 hrs there was extremely heavy fire
in the area of Akal Takht causing extremely heavy casualties to infantry when support of
APC was asked for.  The route to enter into the main complex of Golden Temple involved
high steps which could not be negotiated by the APCs.  Realising the urgency of the
mission he had his APCs pushed from the rear by a tank to enter the Golden Temple
Complex.  On entering, the driver of his APC was wounded in the eye.  Since there was no
other qualified driver an officer commanding of the second APC following behind him
was directed to take over the driver’s seat of his own APC and move forward to Akal Takht
area to support the infantry.  While supporting the infantry at the Akal Takht area his APC
was demolished by anti armr fire and he himself was severally wounded on the left
shoulder and leg alongwith members of his stick.  In spite of being wounded, knowing the
urgency of the task he continued to man the station till ordered to be evacuated alongwith
the members of the stick by Force Cdr Brig Dewan. For his act of exceptional bravery
beyond the call of duty this officer is recommended for the award of Kirti Chakra.

Major Hardev Singh
Kirti Chakra
Op BLUESTAR

CITATION - SEP DAYA SHANKAR

On 05 August 1996, Sep Daya Shankar, enrolled in the Mechanised Infantry on 24 Oct
1991, serving with 14 RR, was part of a search party during operations at Village
Laharwalpura of Baramulla District in J&K.
As the party closed in towards a house where terrorists were hiding, Sep Daya Shankar

was hit by militant fire when negotiating an open patch about 50 meters from the house.
Realizing that his comrades were in a precarious situation, undeterred by his own injuries,
Sep Daya Shankar judging the position of the holed up militant charged firing his weapon
and killed him in a close fire fight. In this awesome display of courage, Sep Daya Shankar
fell hit once again by terrorist fire. Another militant holed up opened fire preventing
further advance. Grievously injured, Sep Daya Shankar seeing that only he could reach the
militant crawled towards the militant and killed him by a long burst. Showing exemplary
courage and offensive action Sep Daya Shankar killed two militants. Two Rifles and One
Pistol were recovered.
Sep Daya Shankar was killed in this fighting on the spot on 05 Aug 1996 at 1700 hrs.

Sep Daya Shankar
Kirti Chakra
Op RAKSHAK
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at the Pinnacle. The Central Podium is
circular in shape with a diameter of 39

feet.  The central podium eulogizes the
concept of all pervading spirit of

martyred soldier and essence of
eternity of soul spreading out in
universe.A plaque with an inscription
from the Mahabharat Shantiparva, 99 :
43 is mounted on the Central Podium at
the front entrance.

DO NOT LAMENT THE DEATH OF A
WARRIOR

KILLED IN BATTLEFIELD
AS THOSE WHO SACRIFICE THEIR

LIVES IN WAR
ARE HONOURED IN HEAVEN!

The Symbol of the Spirit of the
Mechanised Infantry Regiment is
located above the Four Pylons.  The
Spirit of the Mechanised Infantry
Regiment portrays a futuristic youth
with vitality, and dynamism of a
neoteric Regiment.  The winged figure

Mechanised Infantry Regiment War Memorial
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armed with multiple weapons, charging
over the ripple of waves depicts three
dimensional mobility and
aggressiveness. The body armour
signifies protection.
In addition, there are Busts of War

Heroes and thirty Upright Structures of
six feet height and three feet width,
displayed in a circular profile, all
around the base of the Central Podium.
These uprights depict the units of the
Mechanised Infantry Regiment and
display the names of 119 soldiers who
have made supreme sacrifice in safe
guarding the honour and dignity of our
motherland since 02 April 1979.          
The area around the War Memorial

has been landscaped to project an
environment of somber, serenity and
solitude. The design displays mounds of
earth representing silent sentinels that
stand still in mute testimony to pay

homage to the spirit of the lost soldier.
An artificially created water body to the
rear mirrors their presence and fuses
them with the memorial to become
one. White roses and white lotus
symbolise peace and purity. Red roses
at the base of the Central Podium
symbolises the blood through which
rises the Spirit of the Martyrs. All ranks
of Mechanised Infantry seek inspiration
and motivation from the War Memorial
reminiscing blood, sweat and toil of
these martyred soldiers. Ceremonial
wreath laying is done on the 
various occasions as also visiting
dignitaries pay their respects at war
memorial regularly. 
The architecture of the memorial

was done by M/s Cooper & Associates,
Pune and Landscaping by Ms Reena
Salvi from Artscape, Pune. The work
was executed by M/s Rudranee

Construction Company, Aurangabad
and coordinated by Infantry Training
Battalion of MIRC.

INTERNAL SECURITY AND AID
TO CIVIL AUTHORITIES
Nanded Floods: Major D R Saigal
proceeded to NANDED with engineer
party for flood relief operations.
Fourteen villagers were rescued. Chief
Minister of Maharashtra visited the
camp. Second round of floods occurred
and a party of two officers, two JCOs
and 30 OR with motor boats left for
Nanded on 7th September 1983. 

Flag March: On 7th December 1992, in
the aftermath of the demolition of Babri
Masjid, Internal Security Column
(Operation VYAVASTHA) was provided
by Driving and Maintenance Battalion
under Maj Mahesh Arora for
Aurangabad district to prevent any
communal violence. Subsequently, a
flag march was carried out by the
columns in Aurangabad on 9th
December 1992.

Bombay Riots: Four Internal Security
columns were provided by MIRC during
the Bombay riots from 9th January 1993
to 20th February 1993. A total strength
of nine officers, twenty-one JCOs, and
three hundred and ninety-six OR were
deployed in Bombay. 

Latur Earthquake: Four Internal
Security Columns of MIRC were moved
to village Killari, in Latur, Maharashtra
to conduct relief operations following
the devastating 1993 earthquake. Brig
Pritam Singh moved in with his tactical
headquarters on 30th September 1993
to help with the relief operations. They
returned after a fortnight having
successfully completed the operation
by mid-October. The strength of the
column was ten officers, twenty-four
JCOs, three hundred and twenty-nine
OR and forty-nine different types of
vehicles. 

MIRC personnel rescuing civilians during Nanded floods in 1983
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FIRST MECHANISED INFANTRY
TASK FORCE AT LEH

L
eh – Ladakh is a mountainous
area with alitutdes varying from
an altitude of 14000 to 18000
feet. India and China share a

long border in this inhospitable terrain
for a distance of over 4000 kms. Post 1962
war, efforts were undertaken to improve
and modernize the infrastructure along
the border. Keeping in view the open
spaces of terrain and threat scenario it
was felt that Mechanised Forces can be
suitably employed in these sectors. Such
induction demanded prior trials of the
equipment to be fielded in these areas. 
The task given by the COAS, Gen K

Sundarji, PVSM, Chief of Army Staff and
Lt Gen Ashok Handoo, GOC in C
Northern Command was to carry out
trials in a realistic manner and to take the
armoured vehicles on to various heights
to draw conclusions on employability of
the mechanised forces in this area. The
task of conducting trials in the the
inhospitable and rugged terrain of Leh
was very challenging, full of risks and one
which was to be carried out with the right
mix of courage and caution.
As a Major then, I was appointed

Officer in Charge Trials. The trial team
consisted of three officers, 6 JCOs and 67
OR. The equipment consisting of BMPs,
BRDMs, ARVs and number of B Vehicles
were inducted during mid-1986. The
induction to Leh was done in the
transport aircrafts of Indian Air Force. It
was the first time in the history of World
that Air Force and Army operated at High
Altitude terrain under subzero
temperature. After acclimatization of 10-
12 days at Leh, the trial team was divided
into two sub teams. First team proceeded

towards Nyoma under Major DS Sandhu
and the second team consisting of
concentrated at Tangste under Major PK
Tripathi. All the vehicles moved from Leh
to the respective Iocations on tracks and
reached their respective Iocations.
The trials were successfully carried

out in various Brigade sectors in difficult
terrain with steep climbs / descents and
inclement weather conditions. The trial
team had to face numerous difficulties
while crossing of nullahs / rivers,
obstacles by way of big boulders,
marshes and other terrain conditions. 

OIC trials exercising initiative took the
risk to go towards Tso Moriri Lake. Major
DS Sandhu while proceeding to lake
realised that to go down towards the Tso
Moriri will be difficult. The terrain being
inhospitable and having covered some
distance in the nulah it was difficult to
turn back and only option left was to
continue ahead. The slope was very steep
and the Nullah was narrow and winding.
At around 1100 hours while attempting

to go down, the right track of the BMP got
shed, it started raining and snowing.
After assessing the situation and taking
lot of courage, the OIC trials briefed the
five men and the officer (Major DK
Bansal) of Ladakh Scouts who was
accompanying Major DS Sandhu to
repair the vehicles. After a hard day’s
labour, the BMP was put on track again.
Finally the team reached the Southern
Bank of Tso Moriri Lake at around 2000
hrs. Next day BMPs started moving
towards the North of Tso Moriri Lake, this
area was very difficult to negotiate being
marshy. Major Bansal got injured and it
was essential to take him to nearest
medical post. After travelling some
distance, Major DS Sandhu saw a 30 Kms
long and 3 to 8 kms wide lake. It was a
difficult decision to take to swim across
the lake. The distance estimated of the
water width of this particular spot was
about 800 metres but later once BMPs
started floating in the lake, it clocked 2.5
kms on the BMP.
Successful trials were also carried out

in this sector In Aug 1986, Col
KeshwaNand, Commandant joined to
see the progress of trials. A flotation with
minimum safety arrangements was
carried out by Major PK Tripathi with
BMPs and BRDMs in Pangangtso Lake
too.
The first phase of the trials was

completed by September 1986 and
efficacy of equipment was validated by
the trial team. It was a matter of pride for
the youngest Unit of Mechanised
Infantry to be given the honour to be first
Mechanised Infantry Battalion to be
inducted in Leh.

Brig Devinder Singh Sandhu

THE TERRAIN BEING
INHOSPITABLE AND
HAVING COVERED SOME
DISTANCE IN THE NULAH
IT WAS DIFFICULT TO
TURN BACK AND ONLY
OPTION LEFT WAS TO
CONTINUE AHEAD.
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ROAD TO LADAKH

S
eize fleeting opportunities' is a
popular dictum in battle. I
believe that not only should one
seize fleeting opportunities, one

must also endeavour to create them,
not only in battle but also in life. Carpe
diem - seize the day - was my antidote
to inaction.
In 1988, I seized an opportunity to

pioneer the induction and employment
of a Combat Group  inLadakh.In March
1988, it was decided to induct a Combat
Group of one mechanised infantry
battalion and two independent
armoured squadrons. The search began
to identify a mechanised battalion that
had finished its peace tenure. The first
unit selected was in a hard peace
station where limited family
accommodation was available. The
Commanding Officer protested that his
troops had been away from their
families and it was unfair to move them
to field again. The protest was upheld. I
was due to take over the command of 1
Mech Inf (1 Madras) in June 1988. I

sensed a fleeting opportunity for my
unit and myself to pioneer the
employment of Mechanised Forces in
HAA. The unit had already done six
months in Hisar, which was a modified
field station as limited family
accommodation was available. I went
on a day’s leave to Hisar and requested
the Commanding Officer to ascertain
the views of the troops for a possible
move to Ladakh for two years. The
proposal found ready acceptance from
the troops as all sensed that history was
in the making.
In the Army Headquarters there were

misgivings about the efficacy of the
employment of a mechanised force of
this size in Ladakh. A conference,
chaired by the COAS and attended by
concerned Director Generals and
representatives of the IAF, was held in
South Block. As GSO 1(Equipment)
Mechanised Infantry, I was in
attendance as a backbencher. There
was an animated, no-holds-barred
discussion. Suddenly, General Sundarji
spotted me on the back bench and
growled, "Yes, Colonel, what says you,
can this be done? Come up front and
give your views." With the background
study that I had done, I seized the
moment to methodically cover all
issues from induction by air, technical
problems, tactical concepts and above
all, gave the likely offensive
employment. I took 10 minutes as
opposed to the minute or two a speaker
gets in such conferences. This was
much to the chagrin of the top brass
present.
I concluded by saying, “Not only it

can be done, but it must be done." The
Chief, who was also the Colonel of the
Mechanised Regiment, with a glint in
his eyes said, "Aren't you due to take

over a unit?" Without waiting for my
reply, he added, "Go to Ladakh and
make history!"
1 MECH INF was to take over the 20

BMPs (Infantry Combat Vehicle) of the
ad hoc mechanised force already in
Ladakh. We had to induct 32 BMP and
three Armoured Recovery Vehicles
(ARV). The two armoured squadrons
had to induct 14 tanks and one ARV
each. We required 49 sorties of IL 76
transport aircraft (one sortie could carry
two BMPs or one tank/ARV). While the
IAF had practiced carriage of tanks in
plains, but landing at Leh Airfield –
located at 10,300 feet and surrounded
by high hills – presents technical
difficulties. The IAF rose to the occasion
and the entire equipment was safely
landed at Leh by the end of Jun 1988. I
went to Ambala to oversee the airlift and
also flew to Leh a number of times.
I took over the unit in the first week

of July and we were to induct by road
from Jammu, in end July 1988. This was
a formidable challenge as our drivers
had never driven in the mountains. We
had a 120-vehicle convoy and on the
first day, our inexperienced drivers
created chaos on the highway. The
problem was solved by slowing down
the speed to 30 kilometre and I myself
drove at the head of the convoy. The 800
km journey to Ladakh is notorious for
accidents. All units inducting into
Ladakh generally meet with one or two
unfortunate mishaps. Our precautions
ensured that we arrived in Leh, after
five days’ journey, without any mishap.
The unit less one company

temporarily settled down at Karu, 40
kilometres from Leh. One company was
to be located 120 kilometres to the East
at Tangtse for deployment in Chushul
Sector, which was another 100

Lt Gen HS Panag, PVSM, AVSM
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kilometre to the East. The move of this
company by road over the 17,500 feet
Chang La Pass was a great confidence
builder. The BMP is a unique combat
vehicle and could maintain the same
average speed as heavy wheeled
vehicles.
Within a week, we selected the new

administrative base for mechanised
forces at Stakna, close to Karu. Within
two months, the accommodation for
the troops and sheds for the equipment

WHILE THE IAF HAD PRACTICED CARRIAGE OF TANKS
IN PLAINS, BUT LANDING AT LEH AIRFIELD – LOCATED
AT 10,300 FEET AND SURROUNDED BY HIGH HILLS –
PRESENTS TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES. THE IAF ROSE
TO THE OCCASION AND THE ENTIRE EQUIPMENT WAS
SAFELY LANDED AT LEH BY THE END OF JUN 1988. I
WENT TO AMBALA TO OVERSEE THE AIRLIFT AND
ALSO FLEW TO LEH A NUMBER OF TIMES.
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were constructed: 50 troops barracks
and 15 sheds for tanks and BMPs, along
with offices and messes were built in
record time (two months). Field
Marshal Sam Manekshaw was on a visit
to Ladakh at the time and on my
request, he inaugurated our Officers
Mess and had lunch with us.
As preparation, we went over all

terrain and operational reports from
the last 40 years, since 1947 and also
studied the history of the region. I paid
special attention to the campaigns of
the great General Zorawar Singh, from
1834-41, when he had captured a vast
tract of Tibet, right up to Mansarovar
Lake. In fact, he was cremated at
Taklakot, near the lake in 1941. The War
of 1962 was also analysed in detail,
particularly the employment of the six
tanks that had been flown into Chushul
in November 1962. We also had the
benefit of the experience of the ad hoc
mechanised force, which was in Ladakh
since the end of 1986.
The challenges were multifarious by

way of evolution of the offensive and
defensive operational role, technical
maintenance of the equipment,
validating operational role and
performance of tanks and BMPs.
Generally practice which was

followed in HAA was of starting the
engines every night for 1.5 to 2 hours, to
prevent the oil and lubes and the
coolant from congealing/freezing and
keeping the batteries charged. I refused
to accept the logic advanced and did a
detailed study. I found that pre-heaters
were not being used. In fact, drivers
were not aware that they existed. Thus,
the oil pressure never reached the
requisite levels and was not adequately
thinned to pass through narrow tubes
leading to various components. Also,
the basic starting method in tanks and
BMPs is the 'air start' or 'air cum battery
start' – the air stored in a cylinder fires
the engine and in the latter case, there’s
also an electric spark. In emergencies,
when the air cylinder is empty, a battery
start with fully charged batteries is
undertaken. We found that the air

bottles were leaking due to worn-out
stoppers. The batteries at minus 20
degrees Celsius are reduced to 10-20
per cent capability. Air bottles are filled
by the compressors when the
tanks/BMPs engines are running.
Hence, with empty air bottles and weak
batteries, the tanks and BMPs would
not start. Thus the night static running
was being undertaken to charge the
batteries and fill up the air bottles! In a
nutshell, for the want of air cylinder
stoppers and charged batteries, the
engines and other parts costing lakhs of
rupees were being run down. We
resolved the issued by simply
repairing/replacing the air cylinder
stoppers to keep the air bottle full and
removing the batteries which were kept
in heated rooms on trickle charge, using
generators. Also, the use of pre-heaters
for 1.5 to 2 hours before a attempting a
start was enforced. We faced no
problem thereafter. All our equipment
remained battle-worthy. So strict I was
on this issue that in winters, before a
start was attempted, the driver had to
personally confirm to me that the SOP
had been followed!
The offensive and defensive roles

were validated in a series of war games.
Tanks and BMPs were moved to the
various areas to validate their
performance. We also took part in the
exercises of the infantry formations.    
In end-1988, we conducted our field

firing and the performance of the tanks
and BMPs was validated with live fire
and manoeuvre exercises on the ranges.
All guns and machine guns were re-
calibrated / zeroed for HAA area as they
tend to fire higher.First generation
Malutka ATGM posed a peculiar
problem due to the altitude. Since it is
manually guided, it tended to take off
high into the sky. A drill was evolved to
take a 'down' correction with the joy
stick to correct the same.
The crowning achievement was the

test exercise attended by the GOC in C
Northern Command, who was testing
us for employment in High Altitude
Areas. We came out of the test exercise
with flying colours. GOC in C Northern
Command said, "The Combat Group
has made history. The foundation for
the employment of larger mechanised
formations, which will give us the
desired offensive capability, has been
laid!"

BMP with crew in High Altitude Area
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The Raising 
The plan of raising the Regimental Centre can be traced back
to the Experts Committee Report of 1975. Mechanised
Infantry Regimental Centre was raised and co-located at
Ahmednagar along with Armoured Corps Centre and School,
on 2nd April 1979, at the erstwhile disused stud farm of
Remount and Veterinary Corps. A total of 2179 acres land was
acquired, including 689 acres of stud farm land East and West
of Ahmednagar-Solapur Highway.

Organisation: MIRC has three training battalions, Infantry
Training Battalion, Composite Training Battalion and Driving
and Maintenance Battalion which cater for recruit and
technical trade training. Advanced technical and tactical
training for all ranks is imparted at Mechanised Army Courses
(MAC) Group. 

Infantry Training Battalion: Following the raising of the
MIRC, the onerous task of training newly enrolled recruits
into trained soldier was entrusted with Basic Training Wing. It
comprised of twelve recruit companies from ‘ALPHA’ to
‘MIKE’.  Maj RT Ralte from 5 Mechanised Infantry was the first
Officer Commanding Basic Training. The Battalion was
christened as Basic Infantry Training Battalion on 09 Aug
1985. 
The Battalion, is designed to train 1100 recruits. The

duration of recruit training is 36 weeks which includes 19
weeks of basic military training and 15 weeks of advanced
military training and two weeks of counter terrorism training.
The Infantry Training Battalion consists of six companies, a
Headquarters Company and Battalion Headquarters. 

Composite Training Battalion: The technical trade
training of young soldiers commenced at Technical Training
Battalion on 22 January 1982. The Battalion was raised by Lt
Col YR Vadivelu with one A Vehicle training and holding
company each and one B Vehicle Training and holding
company each. In 1987, after introduction of radio and
gunnery trade training the Battalion was renamed as Infantry
Combat Vehicles Training Battalion. On 19 May 1992, The
Battalion was rechristened as Composite Training Battalion.
In July1992 the Battalion raised under its fold the Mechanised
Army Courses Wing. 

RAISING OF THE MECHANISED
INFANTRY REGIMENTAL CENTRE

ACCOMMODATION FOR RECRUITS

OBSTACLE COURSE

DRILL NURSERY
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Composite Training Battalion trains the young soldier in
their technical trades of driver (24 weeks), gunner (14 weeks),
operator and operator fire controller (15 weeks). The driver
trade was further bifurcated in A and B Vehicle Driver trades
in 2008. 
Apart from young soldiers of the Regiment, the young

soldiers of Brigade of Guards and all ranks of other arms
(Conversion Courses) are also trained in these Battalions.
Having a designed capacity of 600 trainees, the Battalion
performs the crucial role of literally “Mechanising” the young
soldiers of the Regiment.

Driving and Maintenance Battalion: In 1987, with the
introduction of ‘B’ Vehicle Training the name of the Battalion
was changed to ‘B’ Vehicle Training Battalion under Lt Col D

Lahiri. It functioned under MIRC for a period up to 31 May
1992. Since training and holding of ‘B’ vehicles are
inextricably interrelated, they were clubbed under one
battalion on 1st June 1992, and rechristened as Driving and
Maintenance Training Battalion under Lt Col J Vardhan. 
Driving and Maintenance Battalion has a design capacity

of 300 and train the B Vehicle trade for 24 weeks. The drivers
are taught basic skills of driving on 2.5 ton and ALS vehicles.
They have modern cut models, working models, driving
simulators and an extensive B Vehicle track to practice drivers
on basic training. They are also given practice in long driving
training. 

Mechanised Army Courses (MAC) Group: Mechanised
Army Courses Wing was raised under Composite Training

BMP DRIVING AND GUNNERY SIMULATOR

BMP CUT MODELS
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Battalion in May 1992. Lt Col PR Bhatia was the first OC of
MAC Wing. The Instructor courses commenced in July 1992.
MAC Group is the Centre of Excellence for all tactical and
technical aspects related to Mechanised Infantry. It conducts
Army Courses for all ranks of Mechanised Infantry Regiment
as also the Brigade of Guards. The officers and other ranks of
friendly foreign countries also attend these courses of
instruction. MAC Group has successfully carried out training
of Bangladesh and Sri Lankan contingents on tenets of
mobile warfare.

Administration and Depot Battalion: The Battalion assists
MIRC in smooth functioning of the Centre and is responsible
for its administration and security.  It is organized in three
Companies viz. Administration, Duty and Depot Coy. The

company took shape of Administration and Depot Battalion
on its raising on 13 Sep 1985 on implementation of the new
Peace Establishment of the MIRC.  Maj VP Moorthy of 12
Mechanised Infantry was the first Officer commanding of the
Administration Company. 
The Battalion is the back bone of MIRC in terms of

Administration and manpower support. It also provides
support to the Boys Sports Company and the Boys Hostel. It
also looks after the management and training of the Military
Band, Jazz Band & Pipe Band. The Depot Company
carries out all the discharge drills, assists in smooth transition
phase and prepares them for post-retirement settlement.

Records, Mechanised Infantry Regiment: Records MIR was
raised along with the Mechanised Infantry Regimental Centre

2.5 TON SIMULATOR ALS SIMULATOR

OFFICE BLOCK ADM & DEPOT BN-OUTSIDE AND CENTRAL LOBBY
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on 2nd April 1979 at Ahmednagar and The Records Office has
an onerous task of communicating with 14 different Records
Offices of Infantry Regiments with respect to transferring of
documents and allied issues.

Mechanised Bhavan: The foundation stone for the Centre
Headquarters, also known as Mechanised Bhavan, was laid by
Brig Pritam Singh, Commandant MIRC on 19th April 1993. As
the need for a better, more modern building was felt the
Bhavan commissioned. It was inaugurated by Lt Gen KL
D’Souza, AVSM, DCOAS (T & C) and Colonel of the
Mechanised Infantry Regiment on 17 June 1995.

Raising of 3 Armoured Delivery Regiment: Mechanised
Infantry Regimental Centre was also mobilized for Operation
Parakram in December 2001 with raising of 3 Armoured
Delivery Regiment (ADR) on 28 December at Aundh Camp,
Pune. 
This ADR was raised for the first time in the annals of

Indian Army. Col P Deb, Chief Instructor MIRC, mobilized
men and material under the able guidance of the
Commandant, Brig VK Verma. The crew had assembled from
37 different units and majority of officers had come on
attachment from National Cadet Corps. The strength of the

Regiment at its full preparedness stood at 17 officers, 26
Junior Commissioned Officers and 648 Other Ranks. They had
the distinction of holding 110 Armoured Fighting Vehicles of
all types. The Regiment proved its battle worthiness at
Pokharan Field Firing Ranges by successfully conducting field
firing prior to deployment in operational area.
This ad-hoc mobilization plan unit had, except colours, all

the ingredients of a regular combat unit. OP PARAKRAM was
called off during October 2002. 3 ADR, on successful
completion of assigned task was de-inducted from
operational area and finally demobilized on 04 May 2003. 

Adhoc Station Headquarters, Darewadi
Since its inception MIRC functioned under Station
Headquarters, Ahmednagar. Being located outside the
Cantonment limit of Ahmednagar station MIRC was deprived
of basic amenities.
After sustained efforts adhoc Station Headquarters

commenced its functioning in May 2017. 

MECHANISED INFANTRY REGIMENTAL CENTRE
INSTITUTIONS
Quarter Guard: First Quarter Guard of MIRC was Guard was
inaugurated by Gen K Sundarji, PVSM on 9thAugust 1979
during the first biennial conference.
After the sanction of KLP, the present Quarter Guard was

conceptualised in half circular area with front wide platform.
The new Quarter Guard was completed in 1986. The Quarter
Guard has 18 internal rooms comprising of one display room,
nine kotes, six lockups, one armour shop and one Guard
room. At the front of Quarter Guard on right & left side there
are two guns and two cannons have been laid out which
symbolise the strength of soldiers. 

Akhaura Drill Square: New Drill Square was inaugurated by
Lt Gen T S Oberoi, PVSM, VrC, GOC-in-C Southern Command
on 1stDecember 1983. Akhaura Drill Square at MIRC was
conceived by Gen K Sundarji, PVSM, the first Colonel of the
Mechanised Infantry Regiment. The drill square is named
after a town in Bangladesh, where 13th Battalion, The
Mechanised Infantry Regiment (18 RAJPUT) fought the
enemy continuously for 48 hours in one of the swiftest
operations undertaken by the Indian Army for the liberation
of East Pakistan and secured a decisive victory. 

Military Brass Band: The Military Band of the MIRC,
Ahmednagar has enchanted its audience with exhilarating
and melodious performances on numerous occasions. The
Band was formed during April 1982 under the guidance of
Brig Tilak Raj, the Second Commandant of the MIRC.  
The band holds the distinct honour of performing at Army

and Republic Day Parades, Rashtrapati Bhavan, Military
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World Game at Hyderabad, Common Wealth Games, Amar
Jawan Jyoti, Passing out Parade, NDA Khadakwasla,
International Fleet Review, Mumbai 2001, among others.

Regimental Museum: To honour and preserve the legacy of
the Mechanised Infantry Regiment the MIRC Museum was
founded and inaugurated on the 9th February 2000 by Lt Gen
Pankaj Joshi, PVSM, AVSM, VSM, ADC then Colonel of the
Mechanised Infantry Regiment. The Regimental museum is
currently housed at ground floor of Mechanised Bhavan.  
The museum houses the flag, regimental and centre

history, the uniforms and mementos of the Colonels of the

regiment, along with the details of the Commandants of
MIRC since its raising. There is also a separate room for
gallantry award winners and martyrs. 

Para Gliding Node: Army Adventure Nodal Centre
(Paragliding), was established in April 1997 under the aegis of
Army Adventure Wing (AAW) as part of the program for
promoting adventure activities in the Army. The courses
conducted by this node are the Basic Paragliding Course
(BPC), Intermediate Paragliding Course (IPC) and Instructor
Refresher Paragliding Course (IRPC) for Officers, JCOs and OR
of all arms and services. The node has trained over 900

GEN K SUNDARJI, PVSM INSPECTING THE FIRST GUARD INAUGURATION OF PARADE GROUND

President APJ Abdul Kalam with the MIR Band after its performance at Rashtrapati  Bhavan.
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Officers, JCO’s and OR who have participated in various Army,
National and International events. The Node has also
conducted two successful paragliding expeditions in the
Maharashtra region, apart from participating in local aero
shows and other ceremonial events. 

Pankaj Joshi Gymnasium: Lt Gen Pankaj Joshi, PVSM, AVSM,
VSM was commissioned in Dec 1962 in the First Battalion, the
Eight Gorkha Rifles. He had actively participated in 1965 Indo
Pak War and served in Sikkim, where he was wounded in a
mine clearing operation in 1967. 
Pankaj Joshi Gymnasium Hall foundation stone was laid by

Brig Pritam Singh, the then Commandant, MIRC on 12 Aug 93
and was inaugurated by Maj Gen BA Cariappa, GOC MG & G
Area on 15 September 1995. The Pankaj Joshi Hall is a
modern, well equipped, State of the art indoor Training
Gymnasium Hall cum indoor sports complex of MIRC. The
sports facility caters for indoor physical training of recruits
during bad weather. 

Labh Singh Stadium: Brig Labh Singh Sitara was
commissioned in 1st JAT (LI). An inborn athlete, he was a
national record holder in Triple Jump. He represented India in
Tokyo Olympics in 1964. An officer with an illustrious career
in national and international level sports he commanded 2nd
Mechanised Infantry from 1981 to 1983. Brig Labh Singh
Sitarawas awarded with the prestigious Dhyanchand Award
by the then President of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in the
year 2004. He also participated in Asian games held at
Bangkok in 1966 where he won a bronze medal in triple jump
in and in 1970 when he became the only Indian athlete to win
two medals; silver in triple jump and bronze in broad jump.
The Labh Singh Stadium, located in the heart of MIR was

named in honour of his legacy. It is a modern sports area with
a Basketball Court and a Volleyball Court, along with an all-

around amphitheatre style seating.

Haripal Stadium: Lt Col Haripal Kaushik, VrC, Arjuna
Awardee was commissioned in 1st Sikh regiment in the year
1959. He was a superb athlete and an exceptional Hockey
player and rose through various services and national level
hockey competitions to become the vice-captain of the
'unbeatable' Indian Olympic Hockey team in 1956 (Gold
medal), 1960 (Silver medal) and 1964 (Gold medal). 
He was awarded 'Vir chakra' for displaying exemplary

courage and self-disregard, in the 1962 Indo-China war, when
he led his company from the front in the face of the enemy.
The Haripal stadium, raised in honour of the officer, is a

lush-green and sprawling multipurpose sports field in MIRC.
It has a standard Athletic track, field for conducting various
athletics events, a Hockey and a Football ground, a multi-gym
complex and a spectator's seating all around.

Sundarji Officer’s Mess: Initially on raising the Mess was
housed in an EPIP tent.

Rajesh Adhikari Officer’s Mess (RAOM): The Rajesh
Adhikari Officer’s Mess, named after the gallant officer of 2nd
Battalion the Mechanised Infantry Regiment is specially
designed to cater to the needs of the student officers
undergoing courses at the MAC Group, MIRC. The foundation
stone of RAOM was laid under Brig V K Verma on 12 Aug 2003.
The mess was fully ready and functional in 2005.The mess
also has a cyber café, along witha fully equipped gymnasium,
a pool table, a table tennis set, two well-furnished guest
rooms - Ganga and Yamuna, andnot to mention the excellent
staff. 

D’Souza Theatre: Project MICVEE (Construction of open air
theatre) was started under the responsibility of Captain NK

GEN K SUNDARJI WITH OFFICERS IN JOVIAL MOOD RECRUIT INAUGURATING THE OPEN AIR THEATRE
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Acharya on 07 April 1980. 
Upon its renovation (which included adding the roof and a

filament projector with big sound boxes) on 4th April 1986 it
was renamed the “D’Souza Theatre,” in honour of Lt Gen K.L.
D’Souza, PVSM, AVSM the then Colonel of the regiment.
The theatre in its present iterationfeatures a 5.1 Digital

Dolby Sound System and DVD/CD based DLP Projection
System. The seating arrangements have also been upgraded
with perforated Iron chairs in lieu of old vintage iron benches.
UFO Movies System with latest technology have now been
installed. The D’Souza Theatre was renamed as ‘D’Souza
Darbar Hall on 17 Jun 2011.

MIRC Greens: MIRC launched a project called MIRC Green.
In the first phase (1979 to 1993) 350.6 hectares of barren
landscape was converted into green land with the assistance
of Social Forestry Department of Ahmednagar, by planting 4.5
lakh trees. 
The second phase which followed right after was launched

on 29 July 1994 by Col Ram Singh, Honourable Union
Minister of Wasteland Development. 
For its sustained efforts, MIRC Green was awarded the

Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Purashkar for the year 1995. The
award was presented by Shri TR Baalu, Union Minister of
Environment and Forests to Brig Satish Chander, VSM,
Commandant MIRC
In 2005, MIRC Greens was short listed amongst various

Governmental, Non-Governmental and Private Institutions
in India for “Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) – Green

Governance Award for the year 2006 for ‘Conservation of
Flora’. The presentation of the award was carried out in
Mumbai by Honorable Governor of Maharashtra, Mr S M
Krishna on 22 March 2007.  
MIRC Green with an artificial lake is a habitat of more than

1000 Black Bucks and variety of wildlife. It has an
environmental training hall, a forest nursery and a Bio
Diversity Park. It is one of the most successful wasteland
development projects undertaken in India by the soldiers of
MIRC. 

Sarva Dharma Sthal (SDS): The Sarva Dharma Sthal was
conceptualized by Brig VS Verma and this multi faith place of
worship has become a model to be emulated. The four walls of
the SDS each represent one religion, while the exterior portions
of the walls feature painting/sculptures of other religions.

Vocational Training Centre: The Family Welfare
Organisation (FWO), Mechanised Infantry Regimental Centre
(MIRC) has been actively involved in welfare activities
targeted towards the enhancing and ameliorating the living
standards of the families of serving and retired soldiers of the
Regiment which is the hub centre of welfare and social
activities for the families at MIRC. The idea is to empower
families of all JCOs and OR; by providing skill based training
for vocational jobs. The centre runs special courses for
children of JCOs and OR posted at MIRC.
The MIRC is home to approximately 750 married JCOs and

OR, from all the six battalions and minor units.

Sarva Dharma Sthal
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MY RECOLLECTIONS AS DEPUTY
COMMANDANT DURING THE 
GROWTH OF THE MIRC

I
was posted to the newly
designated Mechanised Infantry
Regimental Centre (MIRC) in Sep
1980. The Centre had already come

into being as a fledgling Training Centre
in April 1979, just a year previous, trying
to find its mobile ‘feet’. Initially, the 12
Infantry Battalions that formed its core,
were technically and tactically trained
by the Armoured Corps Centre &
School, but for all other purposes were
actually administered, organised, and
given infantry training by their Parent
Regimental Centres. This was not
conducive to peace-time training, nor
fulfilled the visualisation for an
integrated mobile battle. 
Too many Centres were involved for

this concept to succeed. It was therefore
decided to consolidate, organise, and
imbibe the Technical and Tactical
Philosophy for mechanised training
through a Centre that would
coordinate, impart training, and
administer these 12 Infantry Battalions.
It would also have to plan for the future
expansion of the Regiment. The
Mechanised Infantry Centre thus came
into being on 02 April 1979.
Gen K Sundarji, PVSM then GOC 33

Corps was appointed the Colonel of The
Mechanised Infantry Regiment.  Then
Gen KV Krishna Rao, PVSM, COAS
together with Gen K Sundarji, had
grasped the tactical necessity of a
separate Arm of Infantry that could be
speedily conveyed into battle, to fight
alongside Armoured Forces. This
strategic/tactical philosophy was the
basis for centralised training and

cooperation with the Armoured Corps.
How effectively this could be
accomplished depended on the ‘mind-
set’ of entrenched establishments to
include all parent Regimental Centres. 
Close support infantry were initially

carried grasping the protrusions of the
tank to a disembarking area from where
they had to ‘follow-up’ on their feet to
‘mop-up’ the enemy overrun by
armour; a time consuming and un-
professional, vulnerable effort, with all
the dangers that it involved. This was
the mindset of infantry and armour. It
required to be radically changed. The
TOPAS Armoured personnel Carrier
(APC), introduced in the 1960’s, and
held with Infantry units was not
considered suitable for implementation
of this battle philosophy. It did not fulfil
the immediate close cooperation
required with armoured forces; it was
merely an upgrade, with respect to
time, and surprise. In a high intensity
battle the TOPAS APC only provided
speed of movement, as close as possible
to armoured forces, but it lacked the
protection and fighting capability that
infantry required in mechanised
warfare. 
Modern armies had sophisticated

Infantry Combat Vehicles (ICV’s) that
fulfilled their aims for a mobile and
nuclear battlefield, but our concept
depended on economic constraints,
and availability of a suitable tracked
vehicles that would be the next tactical
step to infantry and armour integration
in our Army. 
Simultaneously with this concept,

there was a herculean task of raising
and development of the MIRC.
Planning at the highest level was
initiated, to produce the BMP Russian
ICV at Medak in South India. The MIRC
was to concentrate on Organisation and
Training for this well-armed and
protected ICV. It presupposed that such
an armoured vehicles required
technical expertise, personal tactical
skills, and a sophisticated training
institution that imparted these mental
and physical essentials, similar to the
training in the ACC&S. 
The choice of Ahmednagar was a

decision by Gen Sundarji. The
proximity of the MIRC to the ACC&S, a
functional armoured training
institution, was necessary, and would
help us tide over our ‘teething’
problems of organisation, cooperation
and technical skills. 
Considerable Defence land was

readily available in the Remount Depot
on the Solapur Road. The Remount
Depot was initially a training centre for
the erstwhile Horse Cavalry for WW 1,
and subsequently for training
requirements of the 61st Cavalry. It
became an ideal location for the Raising
needs of the MIRC. However, it had no
basic infrastructure as the Remount
Depot catered for only horses and
mules.
Brig M K Menon, Grenadiers, was

chosen as the first Commandant. Gen
Sundarji personally selected him as
they must have been, I discovered later,
close associates in uniform. The close
friendship between the two must have

Lt Gen N Foley
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originated in an Officers Mess, because
they were as ‘thick as thieves’ when it
came to drinking. After quite a few
drinks they would roll on the carpet
blind-folded, playing a Game –
‘Moriarty, where are you’ – and at the
sound of ‘Moriarity, here I am’, a rolled
up newspaper in one hand would take a
swipe at the sound from where the
voice came. Good fun, to see two senior
officers well intoxicated, playing games.
It probably encouraged frankness in
our dealings and opinions as
subordinate staff. 
Our first Officers Mess was

established in two Store Tents with the
absolute basics for ‘dining and wineing’.
Hav Bajrang, from the Grenadiers, had
been specially chosen by Brig Menon as
the first Mess Hav. He was very efficient
and ran the Mess as effectively as he
could with whatever was at hand. Hav
Bajrang, after his retirement, paid many
visits to the Centre. He passed away in
2013. He was a tall tough Jat Rajput, fair
in complexion, with the minimum
educational requirements for
calculating our Mess Bills. In terms of
Regimental History, he was an
institution in the Centre. Whatever we
had in respect of Mess Property was
generally a contribution from our 12
Units and also their Regimental Centres 
Our Officers Mess graduated

thereafter to a Hutment located in the
near vicinity. It had to be inaugurated
by the COAS, and I was instructed by
the Commandant, then Brig Tilak Raj,
that it must have some semblance of a
lawn, so overnight we dispatched
groups of men to uproot tufts of mud
and grass from the local stream beds
and lay them out. It was then levelled
with a Roller. It looked a well-
manicured lawn by evening for the
Mess function. That same building
became the Library in years to come.
Brig Menon was stout, possibly 5’8”

tall, a thin moustache on a dark round
face. His eyes were generally bleary. He
took his appointment very seriously. He
was always gruff in the Office, and
delegation was not his official

characteristic for decision making. He
had a good rapport with the
Commandant ACC&S, Gen Baman
Irani, who I think was his Coursemate. 
I remember on one occasion, barely

one month into my posting, I was quite
unsympathetic with the Commandant
ACC&S at a Station Headquarters
Conference, on a point of disagreement
for married accommodation for our
officers, and vehicles, for our local
administration. This was conveyed to
Brig Menon even before I reached the
MIRC after the Station Meeting. There
followed a ‘dressing down’ where I was
instructed in cold indifference never to
be rude to Gen ‘Baman,’ his close friend. 
I was barely a few months into my

appointment, when Brig Menon’s letter
of Resignation, that had been
submitted months earlier, had been
accepted. Gen Sundarji had tried to
persuade him to take it back, but he was

adamant. He had mentioned to me that
he had accepted a job in civil life that he
found it difficult to refuse. Brig Menon
was an extremely honest man. Very
industrious, hard on his subordinates,
and took no nonsense, and worked day
and night. He left his civil job barely a
year after retirement. He mentioned to
me much later that his Employer was
grossly dishonest.
Our next Commandant was Brig

Tilak Raj, the Gorkha Regt. He had
served in the Tactical Wing of the
ACC&S as a Lt Col Instructor. He was
friendly, affable in his outlook, and
carried a Team of professionally
interested Officers. He took his
appointment very sincerely and left no
stone unturned to advance the

development of the MIRC. On one
occasion he mentioned to me that Gen
K V Krishna Rao had promised all funds
necessary to establish temporary
accommodation to house our recruits
that numbered some six thousand who
were in tents. I advised him against it as
once temporary hutments were built
they would encroach on our
requirements of Permanent
Accommodation in a KLP. 
We therefore decided that all of us

would remain in Tentage
accommodation, and remain on the
goodwill of the ACC&S, Sub-Area, and
Area, for Officers accommodation, and
Transport, for our daily functions. The
Commandant decided on a Store Tent
for his family; I was already allotted two
EPIPs for my family, and the remainder
a combination of EPIPs and 180 lb tents.
Toilets were in 180/40 lb tents. There
were no cars, motor cycles in those days,

so we got around in one ton, three ton,
and water trucks if we had to travel as far
as the ACC&S. The Commandant had a
Jeep, otherwise we had a sprinkling of
transport, and hundreds of tents
collected from Sub Area/Area/
Command for our Administration. 
There was only one road in the

Remount Depot. We developed all
others by driving an APC through tall
grass that enveloped the entire campus.
Brig Menon and a small team were the
initial landscape artists. Many more
landscape artists came on the scene
later, as the Centre developed. Living in
tents was enjoyable despite the slush
when it rained, and the numerous
snakes that found their way into tents,
despite the traditional snake trench.

A WORD ABOUT SOME PERSONALITIES; GEN SUNDARJI WAS THE
‘MAN OF VISION’. WERE IT NOT FOR HIS TOWERING PRESENCE IN
ARMY HEADQUARTERS THE MIRC COULD NEVER HAVE ACHIEVED
THE FOUNDATION THAT WAS LAID BY ALL OF US. HE ENSURED ITS
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT, AND WHILE HE WAS ALIVE HE TACTFULLY
STONEWALLED ALL OPPOSITION. 
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The closeness between families
developed a familiar and friendly
relationship that made our working
hours pleasurable and fruitful. 
The KLP was our most important

task; and for this, we had Maj RC
Sharma and Vadivelu together with
Khorana the Adjutant as a Team with
me, to complete it at the earliest. Plenty
of adjustments and corrections were
necessary, together with visits by the
Commandant to Army Headquarters.
There was no looking back after its
acceptance. During this hectic activity
we had many visits from the hierarchy
in the Army. 
The Commandant Brig Tilak Raj,

insisted that our Office Block and
Officers Mess must be imposing
Buildings that generated appreciation
and awe in its structure. But the E-in-C,
and the MES authorities failed to realise
the need for a change from authorised
MES architectural Drawings. If it were
not for Gen Sundarji we would have been
saddled with the ‘accepted’ MES designs.
The Centre Administrative Office Block,
the Sundarji Officers Mess, and Avantika,
are some of the buildings that did not
observe Regulations of the MES. 
During the development of the

MIRC, I had suggested to the
Commandants ACC&S, and MIRC that
a scheme to incorporate all the
unutilised land between Darewadi and
the Auto Regt Gate (Tank Museum
crossing) be considered for acquisition
for possibly an Officers/JCOs/OR
Housing. This suggestion possibly
faded into insignificance before the
main task of a KLP and training areas.
Another scheme that was shelved, for
reasons of paucity of water, was a
Floatation Tank/Artificial lake by
blocking the stream at nearby
Tukarwadi village. Eventually some
floatation was practiced at the Mula
Dam some 40 kms distant.
Some accommodation for Officers

was eventually allotted by Station HQ
after a year. The Commandant was
given a good Bungalow on East Ridge
Road (subsequently designated as

MIRC Commandant Residence), and I
was given a Captains House on/near
Roberts Road. Despite my name
appearing at the top of the Station HQ
list – the good Bungalows were
automatically put down as ‘MES
repairs”. Nevertheless, we had a very
happy tenure in that Captains House. I
had to give a Certificate to Station HQ
that I will not shift my Capt’s
accommodation in the future, if a
Colonels residence became vacant.
Our recruit strength was very high,

perhaps 8000 or more and yet I cannot
recall any serious outbreak of any
epidemic, despite the fact that our
recruits were all accommodated in 180
lb tents; Deep Trench latrines were
some distance away; Langars were also
make-shift in nature. Company offices
were generally located in hutments
existing. The present Guest Room
complex of Astha, Mahima and Garima
was the office complex including the
Commandants Office; my Office was
where the present Gym is located. All
other HQ Staff offices were in the same
hutment. Our Parade Ground
developed well, and was one of the first
Projects. Our Out-door Cinema was the
personal responsibility of Maj Acharya
(1 Jat), who did most of his Staff College
study there, supervising the unloading
of numerous truckloads of solid stone.
The Quarter Guard was in the hutment
near Gate No 1. Subsequently, years
later, this became the Gymnasium. All
these were later developed by
successive Commandant’s who worked
to fulfil the KLP aims, and also the
future development of the Centre.
A word about some personalities;

Gen Sundarji was the ‘Man of Vision’.
Were it not for his towering presence in
Army Headquarters the MIRC could
never have achieved the foundation
that was laid by all of us. He ensured its
future development, and while he was
alive he tactfully stonewalled all
opposition. Perspective Plans at Army
HQ ensured expansion. I have a feeling
that, to further the expansion of the
Mechanised Corps (against this

opposition), he induced The Brigade of
Guards Col of The Regt, Lt Gen Ashok
Handu, to Mechanise all Guards
Battalions. This may be an afterthought,
but when I was DG Mechanised Forces,
many years after the demise of Gen
Sundarji, I saw the trend (possibly aim)
to break-up the Mechanised Infantry
Regiment. Plans were afoot at the
highest level to break-up the
Mechanised Infantry, sending them
back to their parent Centres, and take
over the MIRC complex.
During my tenure as the Deputy to

Brig Tilak Raj, I had a fair amount of
interaction with Mrs Sundarji that
continued till my retirement and a
much beyond. She was another
towering personality, with an
independent mind and forceful
character. Perhaps she demonstrated
some stern qualities with the Ladies of
the Centre (quite obviously they were
afraid of her), but she was a most
charming lady, though difficult most of
the time. She was proud, stubborn and
self-willed on most occasions. I met her
on several occasions later on in Service.
I admire her. She still is, and always will
be an excellent Regimental Lady.
The Centre Sub Maj Gurung was

from Gorkhas. He had a gigantic task for
discipline, and administration at the
working level. He fulfilled his
responsibility well. He was a boxer of
Army repute and took a keen interest on
training the Boxing Team. I met him
many years after his retirement in
Dehra Dun when we met by chance
when he was training the prospective
boxers of the Gorkha Centre. 
My posting to an Infantry Brigade

came two years after my MIRC tenure.
Our Officers, without exception, were a
formidable Team of professionals that
worked for the future generation of
Mechanised Officers. Under the
stewardship, guidance, and motivation,
of successive Commandants we have
developed MIRC into a premier
Institution. Consolidation, and all that
it entails in future planning, is now our
future Aim.
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REMINISCENCE: MY 1st INNINGS

T
he Centre Adjutant uttered the
figure of over 9000 all ranks
including Recruits and Young
Soldiers being present at the

Commandant Special Sainik Sammelan
held at D'souza Amphitheatre some
time in Dec 82. It left most of us
wondering as to how a newly raised
Centre had taken the responsibility of
providing technical trade qualified
young soldiers, not only to older units
but even to the newly raised units,
inspite of inadequate infrastructure.
The Centre was raised at an old RVC

stud farm consisting of 687 acres.
Besides this, 244 acres were also
transferred from the Driving and
Maintenance Regiment of ACC&S.
Many Armoured Regiments had been
raised at the stud farm area previously
with the last one being 84 Armoured
Regt. Subsequently, approximately 1200
acres of land was transferred by the
State Government to MIRC despite
strong opposition from the local
politicians. 
The stud farm area had many old

stone walled buildings which were at
that time used as the Commandant’s
Office, PRI, QM, TRG Branch, QG, QM
Store (4 long barracks), JCO Mess(to
include 1 living barrack), Record office
(three full length barracks) few dining
halls and kitchen, Balniketan (now
Sarath School), Wet canteen barrack
(now Sainik Institute), TT Wing office(
old building near no 3 gate presently
housing Sarath Suvidha and Placement
Cell )in addition there were a few stone
walled small barracks which were used
as Civil Section Office/ Store and Kotes
etc.Narrow “D" road was very much in
existence beside few 9' wide black top
link roads. However; it cannot be
denied that there was a thick and

inhospitable growth of Kikkar trees all
over the campus, thus comparison with
a jungle may not be an exaggeration.
Brig Tilak Raj took over the reins of

Centre sometime in November 1980
and remained in chair for five long
years. Subsequently he was posted to
Mech Cell as DDG in May 1985. He
personally handled Preparations of KLP,
making of PE, Temporary Officers mess,
Dining hall and cook houses,
Arboriculture plan, taking over of land
from the State Government and
allocation of additional water for the
troops. Even the technical training
grant for the Centre was his initiative.
His vision and foresight ensured that

all cases were resolved favourably. He
left no stone unturned toget all the
statement of cases and proposal
sanctioned by the appropriate
authorities. Having joined the Centre in
the nascent stage (December 1982), we
(second lot of mass inducted officers)
were housed in EPIP (acronym for
English Pattern Indian Pattern) Tents.
Each officer was provided with two
EPIP tents for living and 2x 180 lbs for
toilet and kitchen. The tented colony
swelled up to 20 officers living area. Of
course 1 officers kept vacating the
tented colony and moving to
permanent accommodation as and
when it was allotted to them by the
Adhoc Station HQ Ahmednagar.
Incidentally, my tent “house” was
visited by Gen and Mrs Sundarji with
barely 15 minutes’ notice. 
As luck would have it, all the small

'Children of the Tent colony” were in
my tents, since all of us (parents) were
attending the Barakhana. Cocker
Spaniel pup of ours was the main
attraction for the children. My wife had
to clean up the mess created by the little

kids with toys thrown all over, clean up
the kids and put the tent in some
semblance of order in record time
before the arrival of the entourage! All
the unwanted stuff, read toys, was
dumped near the Nala skirting the tent
colony. My wife and I had just barely
managed to pass the impromptu “cabin
cupboard” inspection when my
younger son, then only three, using
textbook field craft of dash down crawl
got within range of the Gen only to
question him on why he was using
“Commandant uncle's car!” 
Subsequently they visited Rajiv and

Shubra Sharma's tent too. Gen and Mrs
Sundarji were quite happy to find
officers and families are living
cheerfully despite of all the difficulties
to include that of dry sanitation. Jagbir,
Hariz, Naidu, Pankaj Bhatia, Rai,
Rauthan, Narula, Subramaniam,
Chongthu, Sumer, Saigal, Kohli and
Parasher to name a few who roughed it
out for varying periods up to 16 months
in the tent colony. Most of us stiff recall
the good old days of tent colony fondly.
At that time the Centre was

organised into Centre Headquarters,
Basic Training Wing and Technical
Training Wing with Brig Tilak Raj as the
Commandant Col Ranjeet Banerji as
Deputy Commandant, Training Officer
(RV Singh), Accts Officer (SKAnand),
QM (Bisht), the Adjutant and the
Assistant Adjutant formed the Centre
Headquarters. Col K J S Sandhu and Col
Vadivelu were looking after Basic
Training Wing and Technical Training
Wing respectively Basic Training Wing,
in turn, had 15 Training Company’s, the
last Company being Oscar Company
which was raised by then Maj VP
Moorthy (12 Mech). Each Basic Training
Company had over 400 Recruits under

Col Joy Dasgupta, VSM (Retd)
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training. Similarly, Armament
Company had 350 Young Soldiers. A
and B Vehicles Training Company’s had
500 Young Soldiers and the least
number being in the Electronic Training
Company of 200 Young Soldiers. Since
the Dak (mail) was centrally controlled
by the Centre Adjutant, therefore, the
Unit Headquarter Recruitment was
placed under the “A” Branch, which was
looked after exclusively by the Assistant
Adjutant Capt Rajiv Sharma who was
later replaced by Maj Rakesh Sidhu.
The entire population of MIRC was

under canvas at that time. Approximately
2200 tents mostly EPIP tents, were
utilised. Maj Gen Yadav (later MGO) at
various occasions stated that 85% of total
holding of tents by the Indian Army was
held by MIRC. All the tents were provided
with Salitas as floor cover. Invariably
salitas over black cotton soil turned out
to be the breeding and hiding place for
white ants and brown scorpions
respectively. The JCOs always
maintained that it was the charisma of
the “Peer Baba" which ensured that there
were no fatalities owing to scorpion or
snake bites inside the MIRC.
It is the lack of basic infrastructure and

phenomenally high strength of trainees at
that time which lead once to an outbreak
of Viral Hepatitis/ Jaundice in the Centre.
It is not an over statement that the
Recruits /Young Soldiers used to line up
for the morning ablution from midnight
onwards. 350 Deep Trench Latrines were
totally insufficient for the large strength
touching a figure of 10000 all ranks. Civil
section with the help of Cantonment
Board had to work from morning to late
evening with 3 to 4 sludge pumps. At a
later stage there was no place to dispose
of the night soil. Even finding a new place
for DTLs was difficult.
One fine day Capt Venkatesh Prasad

Regimental Medical Officer (RMO)
reported to the Commandant that some
recruits who came from Eastern UP are
suspected to be infected with of Viral
Hepatitis. Being a notifiable disease, the
same was intimated to all concerned.

Commandant immediately contacted
Institute of Virology Pune and reputed
local doctors. As per their advice all
persons arriving from Eastern UP were
segregated. Every morning and evening
the RMO used to check suspected cases
as recommended by the Company
Commanders. Exhaustive instructions
were prepared as per the medical
advice for the control of Viral Hepatitis
which had to be followed meticulously
by all ranks. 
All segregated / suspected cases were

shifted to Oscar Coy area which was
located at the South Eastern boundary
of the Centre (now the Baffle range
area). Sugar cane was growing in
abundance in this area. All suspected
cases were provided with fresh sugar
cane juice prepared under the
supervision of Lt Col PL Loomba who
was made in charge of segregated pers.
They were provided with multivitamin
capsule, costly injections and packets of
glucose were purchased from the
Regimental Fund then. As per the
medical advice suspected cases were
told to be sent to Military Hospital
(MH), Ahmednagar. 
Immediately 4X 3Ton full of

suspected cases were sent to the MH
Ahmednagar. Next day they came,
running back to the Centre requesting
not to send any more patients as they
feared an outbreak of Viral Hepatitis in
the MH itself. The Commandant after
due consultation, worked out a plan for
the reduction of strength in the Centre
so that existing infrastructure could
sustain the administrative need.
Technical training of Young Soldiers was
discontinued temporarily. No recruits
were held back on completion of basic
training even for the attestation parade.
If the number was less, the oath
ceremony was organised in the Quarter
Guard. In addition, no stone was left
unturned with view to maintain very
high standard of hygiene and sanitation.
Timely help from the medical
authorities and the efforts made by all
ranks, situation was brought under

control within a fortnight, and not a
single case turned serious. Some senior
officers labelled this crisis as a
command failure, but they did realise
later that it was their staff failure for not
being able to provide basic
infrastructure despite repeated requests
made to them verbally and in writing.
It is a well-known fact that despite

the approval of the uniform and its
accoutrement, units kept raising the
issue that the recommended uniform
looked drab and needed minor
changes. However, Gen Sundarji was
against flashiness, he was of the
opinion that the all ranks of
Mechanised Infantry be known by their
professional competence rather than
flashy uniform. Proto type
accoutrements, Regimental tie, pouch
belt based on the many suggested
designs were first shown to the Col of
the Regiment. Later during the biennial
conference with the consent of the
Commanding Officers and Subedar
Majors of the units, samples were sent
to AG’s Br for approval.
The Pouch belt was the last item of

accoutrement which was approved by
the AG's Branch. The design of the old
pouch belt bearing the Chiefs Insignia
was made primarily for the Colonel of
the Regiment who had taken over as
COAS. Consequent to his approval, the
pouch belt, (with COAS insignia) was
taken to be worn by all Officers. Gen V N
Sharma who took over from Gen
Sundarji as the COAS, objected to the
design of our pouch belt since it bore
the COAS insignia during the Raising
Day Celebrations of 66 Armoured
Regiment at Hisar. Immediately, the
insignia was replaced by the Spirit of
the Mechanised Infantry.
I am fully conscious of implication of

disturbing the hornet’s nest. However,
the need to show the history of the
Centre in correct perspective to the new
generation prevailed.

Col Joy Dasgupta is an Ex Centre
Adjutant & CO CT Battalion, MIRC
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FROM THE DIARY OF FIRST
ADJUTANT

2
nd April 1979 was a historic day.
On that day, Jammu-Tawi –
Pune Jhelum Express stopped
at the Ahmednagar Railway

station for the first time as also it was
day of raising of the MIRC. The train
moved off after a short halt and the
station was almost empty. At the railway
station stood five persons in uniform
who had reported to join MIRC. Capt S
Chakraborty, 1st Garhwal Rifles, Sub
Darshan Singh 7 Punjab, Hav Clerk
Gopal Yellal 20 MLI, Nk Subhash 7
Grenadiers, L/NK Bharat Singh 1st
Garhwal and three dogs of the
Commandant designate. There was no
communication to find out the location
of MIRC and no one could give any
information. There was no telephone
anywhere near the railway station. A
vehicles of Auto Regt ACC&S had come
to drop someone at the railway station;
we took lift and reached ACC&S. After
settling down, I met Lt Col Narender
Singh (AQ) ACC&S. A file was handed
over to me, which contained raising
signal of MIRC. He briefed me about the
raising; SSO Ahmednagar Capt Sharma
was also present. He mentioned that
the Commandant designate Brig MK
Menon would arrive Poona on 6th April
by air. His accommodation and
transport has been arranged. Proposed
area of MIRC is in the area of old STUD
FARM located 6 km on the
Ahmednagar- Sholapur road. His final
words were “as far as I am concern
MIRC is raised” any question?  A vehicle
and a guide to show me the proposed
site was provided. 
First visit to the proposed site of

MIRC along with Sub Darshan Singh

was exciting. There was no habitation
on both sides of the Sholapur road and
the traffic was very thin. Soon we
reached the area and stepped out of the
vehicles in front of a guardroom, which
was later used as first quarter guard of
MIRC. We walked through the entire
area and it was disappointing. There
was only one black top road from the IN
gate to Pirbaba. There was hardly any
building in good shape and fit for use.
The area was full of small and medium
size stones and thorny bushes.  
On 6th morning at 0730hrs Brig M K

Menon reached Poona. A tall, dark,
heavily built officer in uniform stepped
out of the aircraft. Brig Mike Menon as
he was popularly known was an
impressive and dynamic personality.
The day was spent meeting
Commander and staff of Headquarters
Poona Sub Area and Army Commander
and staff of Headquarters Southern
Command. We reached Ahmednagar
around 5pm and visited the proposed
site of MIRC same evening.
Next morning Commandant met

Maj Gen A S Vaidya MVC Commandant

ACC&S. After meeting Principal staff
officers we sat down in duty clerk’s
office to prepare the arrival report of
raising. A large room with a small side
room in a barrack in Auto regiment was
given for the MIRC to start. No time was
wasted in looking for any better place or
comfort. The MIRC started functioning
with almost zero resources.  
Next few days we walked through the

entire area and tried to assess tentative
use of some of those sheds and
dilapidated buildings. Having gone
through the area Commandant said,
“The center will have to grow from the
grass root”. Moving to our own location
was our first priority, but constraints
were many. We decided to stay under
canvas, hence started working out
tentage requirement. Maj Brij Lal our
first Quartermaster reported on posting
on 16th April and was sent to
Headquarters Southern Command the
next day with tentage requirement. In
the absence of Record Office we also
functioned as one and sent out letter to
the Mechanised Infantry Battalions
giving Qualitative Requirements for

Col S Chakraborty

ACTIVITIES IN MIRC WERE IN PEAK WITH LOTS OF
BOARDS, PROJECTS AND VISITS. AT THAT JUNCTURE ON
25TH JULY WE RECEIVED A SIGNAL FROM COL OF THE
MECHANISED INFANTRY REGIMENT REGARDING FIRST
BIENNIAL CONFERENCE. IT WAS TO BE HELD FROM 9TH
TO 12TH AUGUST 1979. RESPONSIBILITIES WERE GIVEN
OUT AND WORK STARTED. WITH NO EXAGGERATION WE
WORKED ALMOST 20 HOURS EVERY DAY.
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posting personnel to the centre.
Officer’s strength increased with Capt L
Vijayan, Maj R C Sharma and Maj R T
Ralte reporting.
Commandant asked me to organize

Puja in the mandir inside MIRC
(Present Mandir in officer’s colony)
before moving in. On 29th April after
Puja we moved into the permanent
location of MIRC. Headquarters MIRC
started functioning from building
(Present Guest Room Astha). It was a
proud moment for all those who were
present. Mr Bishamber Dayal Agarwal
with his son came to take contract of
wet canteen. An old experienced hand
having his contract in Mahar
Regimental Centre.  Agreement was
signed and since then he is providing
excellent service.
On 1st May first cookhouse started

preparing meals for the men. Initially
utensils were borrowed from local NCC
Unit, later a set was collected from the
OD Talegaon. On 9th May, MIRC
Officers Mess started functioning in an
EPIP tent opposite well No 10.
Commandant’s birthday was on 12th
May and it was celebrated in our tented
mess. Everyone was quite high and
happy. Mike came out with his favorite
song “Sau sal pahele mujhe tumse pyar
tha aaj bhi hai aur kal bhi rahega”. It
was a memorable party as his dogs also
joined.
MIRC started with very little MES

furniture but soon we were allotted
furniture’s ex NCC Academy Purandhar
(near Poona). Maj RT Ralte collected
and moved 30 x 3tons load of furniture
to MIRC. MIRC had started in war
footing before visits of Army
Commander and Senior officers from
Army Headquarters. Area cleaning,
marking of each building, sign posting
and overall ship shaping was in full
swing. Army Commander, Quarter
Master General and Director Infantry
visited and was shown every building
and given briefing. On 19th May Lt Col
A R Gore, Deputy Commandant
reported on posting. Manpower was

increasing with continuous posting of
personnel. Tentative zoning of coy area
was carried out and sketch of tented
accommodation were prepared. During
discussions with Army Commander,
accommodation was the key issue.
Recommendation of the staff was to
start MIRC in TRH. Commandant put
his foot down and said we are prepared
to stay in tented accommodation till
KLP comes up. Army Commander
accepted the point and asked for the
board proceedings to reach him within
21 days. It was a challenge for the
officers and staff to work out such
massive document within that short
time. Maj Vijayan was given overall
responsibility with Maj Ralte, R.C.
Sharma, Brij Lal and self in the team. We
worked 14 to 16 hours every day and
produced the document before board
in record time. Commandant used to
visit each work site and spend time
every day. His mobile office contained
one folding table, office chair and black
box. His office runner Nk Man Bahadur
used to set up his office wherever he
wanted. He used to sit under a tree and
keep his one eye in the work in
progress. It was his personal example
that motivated each and every sole in
MIRC to give their best. Since then, the
spirit of MIRC is carried forward and we
have reached a commendable position. 
Activities in MIRC were in peak with

lots of Boards, Projects and Visits. At
that juncture on 25th July we received a
signal from Col of the Mechanised
Infantry Regiment regarding first
biennial conference. It was to be held
from 9th to 12th August 1979.
Responsibilities were given out and
work started. With no exaggeration we
worked almost 20 hours every day. The
first Biennial was historic in many ways.
It was to be held in a very short notice
without sufficient resources and
infrastructures.
A time bound work plan was drawn.

Officers used their initiative and
executed their task as planned. The
worst part was the weather as

Ahmednagar experienced very heavy
rain and all preparations in the open
got washed away. Officers tented
accommodation, Officers Mess, Sainik
Sammelan and Bara Khana locations
were to be relocated. It was difficult to
find suitable locations, as movement on
slushy black cotton soil was impossible.
However, we did find alternative places
for the Officers Mess and Officers living.
The work commenced on war footing
and completed just in time. Condition
of officers tented colony was worst.
Stepping out of the tent was impossible
during rain due to black cotton soil.
Everyone had to carry their footware in
hand till they reached the road. They
had to wash their feet before wearing
shoes. However, these did not dampen
the spirit and everyone took it in right
spirit.  Location selected for the Sainik
Sammelan and Bara Khana was MT
shed which had 36 concrete troughs.
Orders were to get them removed
without breaking. It was a real tough job
but not impossible. Sub Raghu Raj
Singh of 11 Raj Rif completed the task in
record time. Agenda points were
trickling in till 8th august.
Commandant approved draft agenda
points at 2100 hrs on 8th August 1979.
Biennial cell started typing the
approved agenda points for cyclostyling
after dinner and kept working whole
night. Folders were kept on the
conference table by 0600 hrs. Rest of the
functions went off as per plan and was a
grand success. The Conference was
attended by a very large number of
officers. Commandant and staff officers
ACC&S and representatives of Army
Headquarters attended first part of the
conference. Regimental matters were
discussed on the second day. Important
decisions were taken on dress and
accoutrements. Miss Priya daughter of
Gen Sundarji designed regimental flag,
which was accepted. Here in after
Regiment did not look back and no
tasks were difficult. Vision and dream of
Gen Sundarji and Mike Menon had
come true. 
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DOWN MEMORY LANE

It's difficult to visualize what MIRClooked like over 30 years ago. There
were over 1200 acres of waste-land,

old disused, dilapidated and run-down
buildings - mostly small toilets,
cook¬houses and old stud farm
paddocks. The layout blue-print showed
the area covered with buildings (not to
scale representation), and to the eyes in
Delhi they appeared adequate for raising
a regimental centre. So the MIRC came
into being on 02 April 1979.
Mike Menon refused to occupy the

only house, and that was converted into
Balniketan later in the year (Now Sarath
Army Pre School). Tents were pitched for
all personnel posted to the new Centre.
For the first few years the inhabitants had
to contend with scorpions and snakes.
All told, the life was primitive, hectic,
challenging, nevertheless interesting.
Right from pitching tents for all,
including the first batch of recruits who
were expected to arrive in December. The
task involved clearing the wilderness on
some 800 acres of land, digging trenches,
shallow and deep, for electrification of
tented accommodation, for water
pipelines and sanitation. All this was
done by 180 all ranks including officers
and JCOs, most of them did three duties
in a single day- no holidays or leave. All
regimental institutions had to be formed,
standing orders had to be written,
accounts books had to be made. The list
of ‘Things to Do’ was endless. What was
threatening the continued existence of
the Centre was poor water supply.
Our KLP was held 'hostage' in the

Station Headquarters, because the
Station Commander felt that he could
not recommend the Plan due to paucity
of water. If KLP Board Proceedings did
not reach the Army Headquarters, there
would be no new buildings no roads and
other infrastructure, essential for living.

On one hand Command HQ was
blaming us for the delay, and on the
other, the chain of command and their
advisors were showing easy way out by
opting for Tent Replacement Huts. Very
convincing arguments were presented
for TRHs. I must disclose that going in for
permanent buildings and not accepting
the bait of TRH was a 'democratic'
decision by us. We didn't mind roughing
it out for a couple of years. Argument that
we would augment the water supply by
reactivating the existing wells and boring
new ones carried the day with the Station
Commander, who recommended and
forwarded the Board Proceedings with a
caveat. The ball was in our court: how
and where to find water?

While looking for sources of water I
came to know that pipeline from nearby
Mula dam supplies water to the
Industrial Estate, about 8-10 km from the
MIRC as the crow flies. I saw the light at
end of the tunnel! The state Irrigation
Department authorities told me that they
have enough water at the head but if the
Defence Authorities were to lay the
pipeline from water-head they could
supply the required water. The Station
Commander rejected our proposal to get
this water. He was depending on
augmenting the station water supply
from the city supply, the project which
was expected to be completed in next
five years or so. Strange choice this was.
In preference to getting water in a year or
so, we were depending on the project
that was on paper.

I got a chance to prove my point the
next year. As Officiating Commandant I
was presenting our projections for the
future Peace Establishment of the MIRC
to the Army Commander in the presence
of his PSOs. The presentation started
with all the charts and slides. As soon as
the Army Commander saw the projected
population figures of the MIRC, he
stopped me from going any further, and
reminded me of the availability of water.
Discussion now was on availability of
water, and the Army commander said
'No water, No PE'. My saying that Mula
water- head had enough water and we
have to pipe it to the MIRC, was shot
down by the Command and Pune Zone
engineers. At this point the Army

Commander stopped the presentation
and gave me one week in which to get the
undertaking in writing from the State
Government, and then continue, or take
back our projections if the water could
not be found. The next day I was able to
obtain on my verbal request a provisional
undertaking from the State Irrigation
Department in Mumbai that three lakh
gallons of additional water would be
made available to the local defence
establishment until 2020, provided that
the latter lay pipeline to the water-head
in the Industrial Estate. I was elated. The
next week the presentation was allowed
to be continued to the embarrassment of
the engineers. I had won the day.

Col A Gore was the First Deputy

Commandant of MIRC. Article was

published in Sarath Magazine August 2011)

Col A Gore

OUR KLP WAS HELD 'HOSTAGE' IN THE STATION
HEADQUARTERS, BECAUSE THE STATION COMMANDER
FELT THAT HE COULD NOT RECOMMEND THE PLAN DUE
TO PAUCITY OF WATER.
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TRANSFORMATION OF MIRC

Iconsider myself very fortunate to have observedtremendous transformation taking place in the MIRC from
the time of its inception, in 1979 April onwards from point

zero.
My father Late Shri Bhishamber Dayal along with me

reached MIRC (Ahmednagar) on Date 17/18 April 1979, when
the centre was still in embryonic stage, struggling to find its feet
by this time Brig MK Menon, first Commandant of MIRC, along
with few officers including Col S Chakraborty had already
arrived at Auto Regt, ACC&S location. Initial few days the new
born Regt Centre commenced functioning from that location.
MIRC was allotted present location where it was to be

located. It was an erstwhile stud farm located on barren & harsh
piece of land absolutely deserted, waste land, with few
dilapidated buildings scattered all round, of different sizes.
There were very few roads. Area was full of neem and tamarind
tall trees with lots of babul bushes as under growth. Movement
was not easy. The place was full of poisonous snakes. Most of the
buildings which were there at the time of raising are still there,
baring few which after extensive repairs are being used as small
shops, parking place and guest rooms. The details of a few are as
under:
Astha guest room is housed in one of the old structures. It

was the office of First Commandant of MIRC. The barrack next
to Astha Guest Room which has been now converted into guest
rooms & gymnasium, was initially used as Deputy
Commandant’s office. Administration office, Chief Instructor’s
office, Centre Headquarters offices were also in the same
congregation of buildings.
Present, SAPPS school area had two old building which were

initially used as Bal-Niketan. A barrack behind Avantika guest
room was used Quarter Guard and Kotes. An old shed next to
Mech Bhavan was initially used as MT park, presently the
building is being used as parking. We operated Wet Canteen in
one of the old barracks which is presently being used as HRD
(School) a portion of it was used as CSD Canteen.
The available accommodation was not fit for

habitation/dwelling therefore number of tent colonies came up
in designated areas, as the strength kept on increasing. Tent
colonies came up in the area where we have officers’ quarters
now. JCO’s and Regt/trained soldiers / staff were also housed in
tents in the area of Peer baba.
All tent accommodation were provided will cement plinth

and electric connection. There were number of wells in this area
which were reactivated and water supply from there wells was
provided.

There was no transport available, hence as on required basis
it was provided by ACC&S. Commandant was provided with a
staff car by Auto Regiment till MIRC received its Military
Transport fleet. A lot of changes look place to make this young
centre efficient & effective from time to time. 
The real progress of building accommodation commenced

well before colour presentation. By the time MIRC had colour
presentation, Sundarji Officers Mess was ready. Avantika Guest
House and parade ground was built in a short duration of time. 
In the beginning movies were screened in the open with the

help of mobile projector. This has now developed into the
present D’souza Theatre. An extension counter of PNB was
opened near gate No 3. MIRC now has a fully functional PNB
branch in shopping complex area. MIRC green is another
important feature. It was brought up under wasteland
development project of environment ministry of Government
of India. MIRC has come up as a small project self-sufficient in
all aspects it is one of the best Regimental Centers of the
country, it is transformation from a barren harsh waste land.
Today the MIRC is producing well trained soldiers.

Mr S Aggarwal

Gen K Sundarji, PVSM with Shri Bishambar Dayal
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NOSTALGIA

Eleven years is a long time. Or is it?
Coming back to ‘Nagar’ doesn’t
seem so, but a visit to the MIRC

does; where our tents? Where is our
Mess? Where is our little park with the
see-saw? 
The allocation of tented

accommodation was strictly on first
come first serve basis. Type III
accommodation had tattered tented
kitchens and absolutely dry sanitation
(the kind we lived in for four months
only seemed like a life time, though);
Type II were old tents with brick walled
kitchens, asbestos roofs and Indian style
potty without a flush tank…; And Type I
were new tents with all the facilities.
Needless to add though, the allotment of
house to the senior most member of the
colony made everyone happy, as all of us
moved up the ladder to better tents with
facilities against the cat and less comfort
in the loo. By the way, there was no
running water – water had to be fetched
from the nearby well (is it still there?)
What one remembers most is the lack

of formality and also of privacy,
whatsoever. ‘Knotting up’ the doors and
‘windows’ was a mere formality (imagine
the sniggers when a newly-married
officer got a beautiful wooden door
made for his tent before getting his wife).
Anybody or anything could slide in or
out of our house anytime of the day or
night. So much for security. The trees in
our colony were a haven for the
slithering creatures, and the crevices in
the stone slabs in the ‘bathroom’, for
harmless scorpions. One learnt to talk
and fight in near whispers. All the ladies
preferred to bathe, etc while the
husbands were still around. I haven’t yet
mentioned the dry sanitation. It was
undoubtedly the most constipating
factor of life in the tented colony. Then
there was a cat that wandered from

‘Kitchen to Kitchen’ in search of freshly,
boiled milk. It knew how to put the jaali
back as it was only the missing layer of
cream which told us that a visit had been
paid. The kitchen, I may remind you,
had no door. 
For some reason, I have no memories

of children going to school (they must
have, I am sure, and they must have also
done their Homework etc). I also don’t
remember if there were any working
ladies! Did anyone have a TV? I don’t
think anyone had the time for one.
However, drawing rooms with curtains,
carpets and settees, refrigerators,
coolers, make shift dining tables, steel
cupboards and lockers with no locks on
them, dinners, kitty-parties... These I
remember rather vividly.
There are so many memories that

have come back; they can’t all be penned
down.  All those who were there then
would understand how I feel (Hullo to all
of them). There is so much we all shared!
We made the best of our friends then;
age, seniority, units meant nothing. We
all belonged to the MIR.

The temple stands as a mute witness
of life in the colony then, as does the big
banyan tree under which we sat when it
became too hot in the tent. The lights
would be off at 10.30 a.m. just when one
needed the fans, table fans, obviously).
Coming back to the tree, it witnessed a
number of card sessions; everyone
learnt ‘teen patti’, ‘Coat-piece’ and of
course ‘Rummy’ (no stakes please, we
were amateurs). The tree was also a
family collection point by the bread
winners on their return from work. The
lights would be back by then and after a
meal we’d restriction relaxed unless the
electricity played truant once again; in
which case we’d be off to the mess (with
a generator mercifully) for another
session of cards. 
When I see the Centre now, I feel

proud. When I see the officer’s colony, I
feel happy, but also cheated—the brick
and cement houses have been built on
top of our homes.

(Article was published in Sarath
Magazine December 1997)

Mrs Minoo Jagbir Singh

WHEN I SEE THE CENTRE NOW, I FEEL PROUD
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Brig M K Menon, AVSM
06 APR 1979 - 15 SEP 1980

Brig Tilak Raj
20 NOV 1980 - 25 APR 1985

Brig K L D’Souza
05 JUN 1985 - 30 JUL 1987

Brig M S Oberoi
31 JUL 1987 - 31 DEC 1988

Brig R S Pathania
10 FEB 1989 - 28 DEC 1989

Brig K K Tiwari
29 DEC 1989 - 09 SEP 1991

Brig Pritam Singh
17 OCT 1991 - 31 OCT 1993

Brig R S Rawat, VSM
01 JUN 1994 - 14 AUG 1994

Brig U D Thorat
15 AUG 1994 - 15 DEC 1996

Brig K Srinivasan
16 DEC 1996 - 31 JUL 1999

Brig Satish Chander, VSM
01 AUG 1999 - 31 OCT 2001

Brig V K Verma
01 NOV 2001 - 30 NOV 2004

Brig Nawab Singh
01 DEC 2004 - 31 MAY 2006

Brig R S Chand
07 AUG 2006 - 04 AUG 2008

Brig K Ajit Nair
05 AUG 2008 - 31 DEC 2009

Brig Bhupinder Singh Saroya
01 JAN 2010 - 07 SEP 2011

Brig Joydeep Bhati
08 SEP 2011 - 19 MAR 2014

Brig Anil Chaudhary
20 MAR 2014 - 18 JUN 2014

Brig V S Verma
19 JUN 2014 - 30 SEP 2016

Brig V V Subramaniam
01 OCT 2016 - TILL DATE
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